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WORD OF THE MONTH
Last op for KL in Tamuz is Motza"Sh Parshat Balak (Chukat-Balak in Chu"L), July 4th, all night.

Thu, July 9th is SHIV'A ASAR B'TAMUZ.
Jerusalem times: Fast begins 4:15am; ends at 8:18pm. According to the Mishna in Taanit,

17 Tamuz marks five events: The breaking of the Luchot because of the sin of the golden calf, the
cessation of the Korban Tamid, the breach of Jerusalem in the time of the second Beit HaMikdash
(9 Tamuz was the date for the first Mikdash), Apostomos burned the Torah and placed an idol in the Mikdash.
Healthy males and females from the age of mitzvot are required to fast. Pregnant women, nursing women,
people with weak constitutions or cetain health conditions - ask your Rav.
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“The whole world is waiting for the light of Israel to appear, for the higher light of
clarity of God’s glory, of this nation that was created by God in order to relate His
glory. This is unique to the nation ‘that dwells apart and is not reckoned among
the other nations.’”
Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook zt”l, Orot Hakodesh Vol. 3, p.22
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BALAK
STATS
40th of 54 sedras; 7th of 10 in Bamidbar
Written on 177.8 lines (ranks 35th)
2 Parshiyot; 1 closed, 1 open
There are 2 one-parsha sedras (Vayeitzei,
Mikeitz), and then this one, on the fewest
parshiyot in a sedra list
104 p'sukim - rank 34 (8th Bamidbar)
1455 words - ranks 33 (8th Bamidbar)
5357 letters - rank 35 (8th Bamidbar)
Balak is close to average for the Torah's sedras
but is on the small side for Bamidbar

MITZVOT
Balak is one of 17 sedras in the Torah without
mitzvot.

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning;
(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the
parsha.
Numbers in [square brackets] are the
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI;
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek &
pasuk from which the mitzva comes.

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA
11 P'SUKIM - 22:2-12
[S> 22:2 (95!)] Balak was a weaker king
than his neighbors in the region. The
defeat of the others (OG and SICHON)
instilled fear in Balak's heart, and he
realized that waging a “conventional” war
against the Israelites would be futile. His
plan (following research of the matter without access to Google!) was to enlist
Bil'am to curse the People of Israel. To this
end, Balak sends a delegation to Bil'am in
Midyan. Bil'am invites the envoys to spend
the night so that he (Bil'am) can be spoken
to by G-d. G-d does "appear" to Bil'am and
asks him who these people are. Bil'am tells
G-d and He warns Bil'am not to go with
the delegation, nor to curse the people,
because "they are blessed".

SDT
6
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How come Balak, a sworn
enemy of Israel, rates having
a sedra named after him?

We can suggest that Balak was an "honest
enemy" of Israel. His antagonism was
based on his fear of Israel; his intentions
and actions were clear-cut. We have been
plagued by many enemies throughout
history who have hidden behind a smile, a
mask of friendship, or a hand-shake and
photo-op only to try to stab us in the back
(or worse). It's "nice" when an enemy is
"up front" about it.
Commentaries point out
that Moav and Midyan
were
bitter
enemies.
Nonetheless, they put their differences
aside and united to fight against Israel.
This shows the power of anti-Semitism in
this world. See what our enemies are
ready to do because they hate us so
much.

SDT

BUT IT ALSO must teach us another
lesson. We too must be prepared to set
aside that which divides the Jewish
People into fragments, so that we can
fight our common enemy with greater
strength. This is not to suggest that we
must ignore, overlook, or forgive these
differences. But we have to know when
we should put our religious-secular
battles "on hold", in order to be united
against the enemies of the Jewish People.
We must all work together - Ashkenazim
& S'faradim, National Religious and
Haredi, one chasidic sect and another,
one faction within a chasidic sect and
the other faction, left and right, religious
and secular, to strengthen our position
against those who would harm us, take
parts of Eretz Yisrael from us, divide our
capital... et al.

WE ARE PLEASED TO
ANNOUNCE THE MERGER
OF OUR KING

GEORGE
HEVRON
BRANCHES AS OF JULY 1

AND DERECH

Comprehensive Eye Examinations
Multifocals
Contact Lenses
BEIT HANETZIV ARNONA - Derech Hevron 101
RAMAT ESHKOL - Rehov Paran 9 Shopping Center

02-674-3888
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Rashi quotes a Midrash that
explains why G-d asked
Bil'am "who are these men
with you?", when He first appeared to him
at night. This, says Rashi, was to give Bil'am
the false impression that there are times
when G-d doesn't know something and
needs to ask. Bil'am would then be hopeful
that during one of those Divine "lapses", he
would be able to "bless" the Jews, even
though G-d told him that he shouldn't. The
Guardian of Israel has no lapses!

SDT

LEVI SECOND ALIYA
8 P'SUKIM - 22:13-20
In the morning, Bil'am (reluctantly)
dispatches Balak's emissaries with his
message of refusal. Balak sends a larger
and more prestigious delegation to Bil'am,
with offers of great honor and wealth if
Bil'am would only agree to Balak's request.
Bil'am again refuses, but does invite the
new delegation to spend the night. This
time G-d 'permits' Bil'am to accompany
the Moavites, but warns him not to do
anything other than what G-d tells him.
(Commentaries draw from this the notion:
"In the direction a person is inclined, there
he is lead." Also like, "giving him enough
rope to hang himself with".)

SDT

Why was Bil'am to be
punished for going with

Save a Life - Gain yours

1 of 77,099

EFRAT

www.efrat.org.il 02-5454500
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Balak's delegation, when G-d permitted
him to go? Sort of told him to go. Certainly,
a person is held accountable for violations
of G-d's commands, but are we also
responsible for things which are not
specifically prohibited, although it is
reasonable to assume that G-d does not
want us to do them?
The answer is YES. This is one of the
concepts we actually derive from the
episode of Bil'am. The Torah gives us a
very good idea of what HaShem wants of
us. Many sins are spelled out very clearly
- in fact, there is a notion of "one will not
be punished unless expressly warned"; yet
we are warned that G-d will be angry, so
to speak, if we do things that we (should)
know are contrary to His wishes.
This is something that exists in human
relationships too. Parents, for example,
expect children to behave a certain way,
even without being specifically told. We
are not programmed robots; we are human
beings with the ability to reason. And G-d
(and our parents - remember the Gemara
in Kiddushin that teaches us that there are
three partners in the human being - G-d,
one's father and one's mother) wants us
to make the right decision in areas He left
“open”, so to speak.
In the straight reading of the Chumash,
it seems that Bil'am is truly a man of G-d
who only wants to do what G-d wants him
to do. Tradition describes him differently,
as one who knows that he is totally in
G-d's control but tries to fight it at every
step of the way. He is identified as Bil'am
HaRasha. What a blow to Bil'am's ego to be

thought of so highly among people, yet to
know that G-d is in charge and he (Bil'am)
cannot act independently.

Being
B
eing in
in Isolation
Isolation Doesn’t
Doesn’t
Have
Have to
to be
be Aggravating.
Aggravating.

SHLISHI THIRD ALIYA
18 P'SUKIM - 22:21-38
Bil'am arises early in the morning,
saddles his donkey (by himself), and goes
with the Moav officers. (The implication
in the pasuk is that Bil'am went with a
great deal of enthusiasm to "hopefully"
curse the People of Israel. Contrast this
with Avraham's enthusiasm on his way
to fulfill G-d’s command of the Akeida.)
G-d is "angry" with Bil'am for going (even
though He permitted it) and sends an
angel in an attempt to dissuade him from
continuing. The Torah recounts that on
three separate occasions - symbolically,
it happened in increasingly narrower
passages - the donkey sees the angel
blocking the way, but Bil'am does not.
Bil'am strikes the donkey each time, until
G-d gives the power of speech to the
donkey, who admonishes Bil'am for his
actions. Then G-d permits Bil'am to see the
angel and Bil'am acknowledges his sin. He
offers to return, but the angel allows him
to proceed, with the warning not to say
anything "unauthorized".
In Pirkei Avot we are taught that the
"mouth of the donkey" was one of ten
special items that G-d created in the
instant before He rested from further
creation on the very first Shabbat. One
of the lessons from this concept is SOF
MA'ASEH B'MACHSHAVA T'CHILA, what
happens in the end was in G-d's thought

david zwebner
Licensed real estate
professional
with over 40 years
of experience

L I V E
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apartment in Ashkelon
opposite the beach*,
you could be relaxing in
isolation looking at the
sea and basking in the
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*15% down payment with
mortgages available, bank
guarantees and rental income
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O P P O S I T E

T H E

S E A

0544-332621

dav idz@A shke lonProperties.com

True wholesaler from the diamond
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∙

050-573-9061 jeffmor36@gmail.com
www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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at the beginning. We should not think that
the "mouth of the Earth" that swallowed
Korach & Co. or the talking donkey, or
No'ach's rainbow, et al, were "afterthoughts" of G-d. No such thing.
Balak goes out to greet Bil'am, who
"warns" Balak that he is powerless to act on
his own and must say only what G-d "puts
in his mouth". (This is the significance of
the "mouth of the donkey" - viz. that it is G-d
Who grants the gift of speech; one should
not be arrogant about his ability to speak
well. In the words of the beautiful prayer
of the Shali’ach Tzibur on Rosh HaShana
and Yom Kippur, OCHILA LAKEIL, the
human being thinks thoughts in his heart,
but from G-d comes the ability to express
them with his mouth and lips... or the lack
of the ability.)
SWORD-WORDS The favored weapon of the nations
of the world is the sword.
The "weapon" of Israel is "the power of
speech" (prayer, divrei Torah, kind words,
etc.). Bil'am arrogantly lays "his weapon"
aside and attempts to harm the People of
Israel with their (our) weapon. G-d, so to
speak, went against Bil'am with his abandoned weapon - the angel's drawn sword.
And ultimately, the Torah tells us, Bil'am
fell by the sword. - Rashi

SDT

R'VI'I FOURTH ALIYA
15 P'SUKIM - 22:39-23:12
Balak makes sacrifices on the occasion,
and Bil'am orders seven altars to be built
for the special offerings. (All that is done is
10
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highly significant - e.g. the Torah records
that our three Patriarchs offered seven
korbanot at various times. Bil'am hoped
to "neutralize" the effect of those sacrifices
in G-d's eyes by repeatedly offering seven
sacrifices of his own.)
After meditation, Bil'am "speaks" about
the People of Israel. He does not curse
them, but rather beautifully describes the
uniqueness of Israel. Balak is upset, but
Bil'am reminds him that he (Bil'am) can
only transmit that which G-d wants him to.
If we are unique among the nations of
the world, it is because of the Torah and
our commitment to it, not something
genetic, nor a mere accident of birth.
We must preserve that uniqueness by
remaining true to Torah, faithful to
HaShem, and distinct from the other
nations. And, as Bil’am pointed out, our
uniqueness depends upon being different
from the other nations (not wanting to be
just like everyone else.) We are different
when we are different. And that is what
we are supposed to be.

CHAMISHI FIFTH ALIYA
14 P'SUKIM - 23:13-26
Balak takes Bil'am to a different vantage
point, in the hopes that he will be able to
curse the People this time. Once again,
seven altars are built and sacrifices
offered. Once again, Bil'am meditates and
then utters magnificent descriptions of
the Nation of Israel. Balak says his piece
and Bil'am again explains his restrictions.
(Difficult for someone who is considered

the quintessence of arrogance.)
Rashi says that Balak chose Rosh HaPisga
as a place from where Bil'am might
succeed in cursing the people, because he
foresaw that Moshe would die there. Rashi
says that Balak knew this about the place
but Bil'am didn’t - that Balak was a more
gifted prophet.
Twice we find, And Bil'am said to Balak,
build for me "with this" seven altars and
prepare for me "with this" seven bulls
and seven rams (23:1 and 29). With
this, BA'ZEH. We are taught that all the
prophets of Israel prophesy with KOH (as
in KO AMAR HASHEM), except Moshe,
who prophesies with ZEH. Bil'am felt that
he was on Moshe's level and kept throwing
around the ZEH. G-d says to Bil'am, go
back to Balak, and thus - KOH - you shall
speak. Enough with the pretension to ZEH;
you say KOH. Bil'am gets the message and
switches to KOH when he speaks to Balak.

AFFORDABLE PROPERTIES IN JERUSALEM

Great Family Apartment in Baka
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 90 sqm, Central
A/C + Heat, Parking, Full of light and air!
Best Deal in Old Katamon
3 Bedrooms, 95 sqm,
Full of Air and Light, Renovated, Central A/C,3rd Floor.

Best Deal in Armon Hanetziv
2 Rooms, 45 sqm, Great Investment Opportunity,
Over 4% ROI

SHISHI SIXTH ALIYA
17 P'SUKIM - 23:27-24:13
RENTALS

Balak suggests yet a different vantage
point from which to observe Israel; maybe
G-d will permit them to be cursed. Bil'am
again asks for seven altars to be built, and
a bull and a ram to be offered on each. This
time, Bil'am does not meditate in his usual
manner, expecting similar results, namely
that blessings will emerge from him - and
he really wants to curse Israel.

SDT

Balak takes Bil'am to Rosh
HaP'or. Having seen in a
vision that Israel will soon

Great Location in Old KatamonHachim Street, near Schtieblach
Fully renovated and Furnished, Central A/C and heating,
Small balcony from living room, building parking.
Available immediately.

Yitzchak Kowalsky

054-766-0338

Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com

www.yykrealestate.com
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fall at P'or, Balak assumes that the cursing
from there would be successful (Rashi).

For information on magnificent stand alone homes in
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863

Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka)
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.
Garden Apartment in an historic building. 300 sqm
built space with 375 sqm garden. 12,500,000 NIS.
Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces.
160 sqm brand new. Fantastic deal. 4,550,000 NIS!!!

Old Katamon
130 sqm beautiful duplex apartment with high
ceilings, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 20 sqm sukka
terrace, elevator and parking. 5,500,000 NIS
115 sqm, new apartment, with 50 sqm registered
garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7
doorman. 145 sqm on one floor , facing garden, 3
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.

German Colony
100 sqm apartment in a new project to be ready in
2 years. 50 sqm registered garden, parking.
4,500,000 NIS.
160 sqm on one floor, 2nd floor in small luxury
building. Parking, shabbat elevator, views, lots of
light. Price on request.

City Center
King George, amazing beautifully renovated and
ready to move in, 116 sqm 5 room apartment, 4
bedrooms & 2 full bathrooms, 2 elevators (one
shabbat), small terrace. Modern kosher kitchen,
large living room/dining room. 3,600,000 NIS.

North Talpiot/Caspi
Rehov Caspi, view of the old city, 5th floor, 191 sqm
brand new apartment, 30 sqm sukka terrace,
Shabbat elevator. 9,500,000 NIS.
054-723-3863
Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Tel: 054-723-3863 · etamorrisrealty.co.il
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Targum Onkeles indicates that Bil'am
was "reminding" G-d of the Golden Calf, so
that He would allow the People to be cursed.
However, when he saw the multitude
encamped in such a special manner, he
was endowed with "Ruach HaKodesh" and
he blessed the People of Israel a third time.
Balak had "had enough", spoke harshly to
Bil'am, and "sent him packing".
We say the words that came from Bilam’s
mouth - MA TOVU... Sometimes it takes a
non-Jew’s observation for us to appreciate
something we might not see.

SH'VII SEVENTH ALIYA
21 P'SUKIM - 24:14-25:9
Before Bil'am takes leave of Balak, Bil'am
prophesies about the other nations in the
region... which was, in different words, a
prophecy that each nation shall eventually
perish, as will those who will bring about
the earlier nations’ destruction.
[P> 25:1 (9)] Bil'am's final advice, his
attempts to curse the People having failed,
is to entice the People to idolatry and
immoral behavior which will turn G-d
Himself against them. This plan works,
as 24,000 perish in a plague following the
immoral and idolatrous worship of Baal

לעילוי נשמת

Rabbi Macy A. Gordon z"l

ר' משה אהרן בן שניאור אברהם ז"ל
On his 3rd yahrzeit, י' תמוז
יהי זכרו ברוך

Pe'or. Only the bold action of Pinchas b.
Elazar b. Aharon HaKohen in defending
G-d's honor, stops the devastating plague.
This final lesson of the sedra
must be learned well by us
today. What Balak and
Bil'am discovered is that if Israel is in G-d's
favor, it will be invincible from outside
attack. No nation can succeed against
Israel, when we are "on good terms" with
G-d. That includes attacks by the sword or
by words... If we, however, incur G-d's
anger, by being unfaithful to Him, by
disregarding Torah and mitzvot, then we
are extremely vulnerable to our enemies.
And they might not even have to actually
fight against us (as in terror attacks) - we
can, G-d forbid, destroy ourselves (as with
road accidents, and more). This was true
more than 3000 years ago; it is no less true
today.

SDT

On a certain level, Parshat Balak is
extremely simple and straight-forward,
with an extremely powerful message because of that simplicity. For 95 p'sukim,
we feel the protection of G-d as Balak and
Bil'am fail time and again in what almost
looks like a comical farce. The Gemara
says that Bil'am was in some ways superior
to Moshe Rabeinu, that when he was
around, G-d Himself was extra vigilant
- so to speak - in protecting us. For those
95 p'sukim, we beam with pride at the
grudging admiration of a unique nation as
expressed by Bil'am.
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And then come the last 9 p'sukim of
the sedra. Bil'am went back home. So did
Balak. No danger anymore. WHAM! We
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did it to ourselves. G-d protected us from
Bil'am by giving him his words. By not
letting him speak on his own. And then
we turned around and betrayed G-d.
24,000 fatalities. And the toll would have
been greater, except for the bold action of
Pinchas. The sedra is shouting its message
to us. All we have to do is listen to it.
Last 3 p'sukim are reread for Maftir.
Note that the Pinchas episode is
interrupted by the break between sedras.
Zimri and Kozbi are not identified yet,
G-d's reaction comes next week. Just for
now - the plague stopped! The swiftness
with which the plague struck is matched
by the swift action of Pinchas. For now,
that’s the point. More next week.

HAFTARA 17 P'SUKIM
MICHA 5:6-6:8
Micha's prophecies include the state-ofaffairs that finds Israel dispersed among
the nations of the world, the promise of
the end of war and restoration of Israel
to its Land, and the "settling of accounts"
between G-d and the other nations, and
G-d and Israel. This portion contains a
reference to the advice of Balak and Bil'am's
response to it - thus the appropriate choice
of this portion as the haftara for Parshat
Balak.
Note the "credit" to Balak for the advice
that caused the failing of Israel as opposed
to the implication from the Torah that it
was Bil'am's idea.
Note the reference to the leaders of the
14
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People as Moshe, Aharon, and MIRIAM.
The haftara ends with the famous
encapsulation of our responsibilities to
G-d: "What does G-d demand of us, ONLY
to behave justly, love chesed, and walk
modestly (humbly) before G-d."
This is the formula for the greatest
protection we can have from the Balaks
and Bil'ams of the world. And its disregard
makes us terribly vulnerable to them.
What a contrast between the end of the
sedra and the end of the haftara! Again, we
have the simple but powerful point. This
is how we are supposed to behave (from
the haftara). This is how we behaved... and
what happened to us (from the sedra).
Lessons from the Torah and from the
haftara - as there also should be. We just
have to learn them.

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Goldscheider’s Shiur (Monday, June 29)
was sponsored by Jonathan and Carrie Spector
לעילוי נשמת
Sara bat Hirsch Eliezer HaLevi a”h Jonathan’s Mother
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur Tuesday, (June 30)
was sponsored by Yaffa Glass
in loving memory of her mother,
Tzipporah bat Shalom HaKohen a”h
on her 7th yahrzeit.
Her neshoma should have an aliyah
Rebbitzon Pearl Borrow’s Monday morning class
in Sefer Doniel (Monday, July 6) is sponsored by
Vivien Kleinman in memory of her mother,
Esther bat Moshe Aaron a”h,
whose yahrzeit is on the 15th of Tammuz
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IN THE PARSHA

Bil’am and
Dostoevsky

F

rustration. Disillusionment. But also
insight and a lifelong intellectual
perspective. That is how I would
describe the experience I am about to
share with you, dear reader.
It all started with Dostoevsky. That’s
right, Fyodor Dostoevsky, the famous
19th century Russian novelist, author of
Crime and Punishment and The Brothers
Karamazov, and much more. His works
were strangely not part of the curriculum
of the high school I attended, I came to his
writing on my own.
How impressed I was! Here was a writer
who really plumbed the depths of the
human psyche. He grappled, not only with
profound moral issues, but with questions
of existential religious significance.
I vividly remember reading Notes from
the Underground, astounded by the fact
that a gentile author, living in Czarist
Russia, had so much to say to a Brooklyn
yeshiva boy.
And then I learned a bit about
Dostoevsky’s background. I was stunned
to discover that this perceptive, sensitive
16
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and gifted man was...a vicious antiSemite. I had great difficulty in reconciling
the discrepancy between the art—
sophisticated and empathic; and the
author, full of primitive hatred, which I
experienced as aimed at me. After all, my
ancestors lived in the towns and villages he
describes—and not long ago!
I experienced this disillusionment time
and time again in subsequent years. In
college, I became enamored with the
philosophy of Martin Heidegger, who was
often acclaimed as the greatest thinker
of the 20th century. Then I learned of his
support for the Nazi regime, and I could no
longer bring myself to even open his books.
This experience was repeated later in
my education, when I became familiar
with the psychology of Carl Jung, only
to discover his complicated relationship
with Jews and Judaism, and his pro-Nazi
sentiments. What an exhaustive list of
gifted men who possessed such talent
when it came to humanity, yet who were
so absurdly tainted by their active aversion
to our people. It extends back in time to
Martin Luther, persists through the music

of Wagner and the history of Toynbee, and
is certainly not lacking for contemporary
examples.
Truth be told, the list goes back even
further, to this week’s Torah portion,
Parshat Balak, and the extraordinary and
fascinating man named Bil’am. If there
is one lesson to learn from this week’s
narrative of Bil’am and his encounter with
the Jewish people, it is this: A man can be
a universally acclaimed spiritual leader,
and a gifted poet and orator with prophetic
powers almost identical to those of Moshe,
and simultaneously be a vile anti-Semite,
capable of genocidal schemes.
Read this week’s parsha very carefully,
for there is an essential message in it. The
message is that we dare not assume that we
need only fear anti-Semitism at the hands
of maniacs, fanatics, or ignoramuses. Quite
the contrary! Sophisticated, educated and
highly cultured individuals can also detest
us and conspire to destroy us.
This is the lesson of the Holocaust. True,
Hitler was hardly an intellectual or artistic
giant. But his evil genius lay in his ability to
realize that the most advanced civilization
in the history of the world would eagerly
abide by his murderous vision. He knew
how this was just the veneer of German art,
literature, philosophy and, yes, religion.
In terms of this week’s Torah portion,
he knew what Balak knew: That there are
individuals with:
Strong religious commitments: “I
cannot go beyond the word of the Lord
my God to do anything small, or great.”

(Bamidbar 22:18);
A direct spiritual channel to the Divine:
“And God came unto Balaam at night, and
said unto him...” (ibid. verse 20)
Inventive skills sufficient to create a
phrase which we ourselves adopted to
preface our daily prayers: “How goodly are
thy tents, O Jacob...” (Bamidbar 24:5).
But in actuality, they are no more than
“hired guns,” and beneath the façade of
the “gentleman” lies the “agreement”
to discriminate, persecute, murder and
exterminate an entire people.
It is a difficult lesson to accept. But our
history has long established its deep-rooted
veracity and its urgency, clearly based
upon the story we read this Shabbat.

Write it
Down...
Before it’s
Too Late
“

Having a book compiled for the
benefit of my future generations
was indeed the right decision, and
I would encourage others to do
the same before all is forgotten.
Working with Danny was a great
source of joy and fun; his sensitivity
and humor enhanced our working
relationship and resulted in a
book I am truly proud of.
– sandy collins, london

052-3115682 • dannyverbov@gmail.com

www.dannyverbov.com
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COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

The Hidden
Meaning of
the Bilam
Story

M

any questions have rightly been
asked about the story of Balak
and Bilam and the would-be
curses that turned into blessings. Was
Bilam a true man of God, or was he a fraud,
a magician, a sorcerer, a practitioner of
dark arts? Did he have genuine powers?
Was he really – as some of the Sages said
– the equal of Moses?1 Was he driven by
the prospect of reward and honour from
the Moabites and Midianites, or was
he motivated by animosity toward the
Israelites and their seeming closeness to
God? Why did God first tell him not to go,
then seemingly change His mind and tell
him to go? What is the meaning of the
1
18
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episode of the talking donkey? Did it really
happen, or was it, as Maimonides argued,
a vision in Bilam’s mind?2
These are real questions, much debated.
But there are more fundamental ones.
What is the story doing here at all? The
entire episode occurred away from the
Israelites. No one from their side, not
even Moses, was there to witness it. The
only witnesses were Balak, Bilam, and
some Moabite princes. Had the Israelites
known the danger they were in, and how
they were saved from it, it would have
given them pause for thought before
engaging in immorality and idol worship
with the Moabite women, in the episode
that follows on immediately from the
story of Bilam. They would have known
that the Moabites were not their friends.
Even Moses would not have known what
happened, had God not told him. In short,
the Israelites were rescued from a danger
they knew nothing about by a deliverance
they knew nothing about. How then did it,
or could it, affect them?
Besides which, why did God need Bilam
to go at all? He said No the first time. He
could have said No the second time also.
The curses would have been avoided,
2
Guide for the Perplexed, II:42. For
Nahmanides’ critical view on Maimonides’
approach, see his Commentary to Gen. 18:1.

Israel would have been protected, and
there would have been no need for the
angel, the talking donkey and the various
locations, sacrifices, and attempted curses.
The entire drama seems to have been
unnecessary.
Why did God put into Bilam’s mouth
the extraordinary poetry that makes the
blessings among the most lyrical passages
in the Torah. All He needed Bilam to say –
and Bilam did eventually say it3 – was the
promise He gave to Abraham: “I will bless
those who bless you, and whoever curses
you I will curse” (Gen. 12:3).
Who was to be affected by this episode?
What was the intended change it was
meant to bring about? Who was its target
audience? It did not affect the Moabites.
They proceeded to get their women to
successfully entice the Israelite men. A
plague then struck the Israelites, taking
24,000 lives.
It did not affect the Midianites, whose
hostility to Israel was such that God later
told Moses: “Treat the Midianites as
enemies and kill them” (Num. 25:17-18).
Several chapters later God instructed
3
Num. 24:9: “May those who
bless you be blessed, and those who curse
you be cursed!” Earlier, 23: 8, he had said,
“How can I curse those whom God has not
cursed?”
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Moses to take military vengeance against
them (Numbers 31).
It did not affect Bilam himself. The
Torah is very subtle about this. First, we
read about the Moabite seduction of the
Israelites and the deadly plague it caused.
Then, six chapters later, we read that in the
course of the war against the Midianites,
Bilam was killed (31:8). Then, several
verses later, “They were the ones who
followed Balaam’s advice and enticed the
Israelites to be unfaithful to the Lord in
the Peor incident, so that a plague struck
the Lord’s people” (Num. 31:16). In
other words, having gone through what
should surely have been a transformative
experience of finding curses turned to
blessings in his mouth, Bilam remained
implacably opposed to the people he had
blessed, and seemingly to the God who
put the words into his mouth, and was
still capable of devising a plot to injure the
Israelites.
It did not change the Israelites, who
remained vulnerable to the Moabites,
Midianites, and the enticements of sex,
food and foreign gods. It did not change
Moses, who left it to Pinchas to take the
decisive act that stopped the plague and
was soon thereafter told that Joshua would
succeed him as leader.
So, if it did not change the Moabites,

Mazal Tov

to Debbie and Herby Dan
on 41 years of marriage,
Herby's 70th Birthday
and Debbie's Birthday
which was earlier this month
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Midianites, Israelites, Bilam or Moses,
what was the point of the episode? What
role did it play in the story of our people?
For it does play a significant role. In
Deuteronomy, Moses reminds the people
that the Moabites “did not come to meet
you with bread and water on your way
when you came out of Egypt, and they
hired Bilam son of Beor from Pethor in
Aram Naharaim to pronounce a curse on
you. However, the Lord your God would
not listen to Bilam but turned the curse into
a blessing for you, because the Lord your
God loves you” (Deut. 23:4-5).
Joshua, when he came to renew the
covenant after the conquest of the land,
gave an abridged summary of Jewish
history, singling out this event for
attention: “When Balak son of Zippor, the
king of Moab, prepared to fight against
Israel, he sent for Bilam son of Beor to put
a curse on you. But I would not listen to
Bilam, so he blessed you again and again,
and I delivered you out of his hand.” (Josh.
24:9-10).
The
prophet
Micah,
younger
contemporary of Isaiah, said in the name
of God, “My people, remember what
Balak king of Moab plotted and what
Bilam son of Beor answered,” just before
he delivers his famous summary of the
religious life: “He has shown you, O man,
what is good and what the Lord requires of
you: to act justly and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God” (Mic. 6:5, 8).
At the culmination of the reforms
instituted by Ezra and Nehemiah after the
Babylonian exile, Nehemiah had the Torah

read to the people, reminding them that
an Ammonite or Moabite may not enter
“the assembly of the Lord” because “they
did not meet the Israelites with food and
water but had hired Bilam to call a curse
down on them. Our God, however, turned
the curse into a blessing” (Neh. 13:2).
Why the resonance of an event that
seemingly had no impact on any of the
parties involved, made no difference to
what happened thereafter and yet was
deemed to be so important that it occupied
a central place in the telling of Israel’s story
by Moses, Joshua, Micah and Nehemiah?
The answer is fundamental. We search
in vain for an explanation of why God
should have made a covenant with a
people who repeatedly proved to be
ungrateful, disobedient and faithless.
God Himself threatened twice to destroy
the people, after the Golden Calf and the
episode of the spies. Toward the end of our
parsha, He sent a plague against them.
There were other religious peoples in the
ancient world. The Torah calls Melkizedek,
Abraham’s contemporary, “a priest of God
most high.” (Gen. 14:18). Jethro, Moses’
father-in-law, was a Midianite priest who
gave his son-in-law sound advice as to
how to lead. In the book of Jonah, during
the storm, while the Hebrew Prophet was
sleeping, the gentile sailors were praying.
When the Prophet arrived at Nineveh
and delivers his warning, immediately
the people repented, something that
happened
rarely
in
Judah/Israel.
Malachi, last of the Prophets, says:
From where the sun rises to where it
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sets, My name is honoured among the
nations, and everywhere incense and
pure oblation are offered to My name;
for My name is honoured among the
nations - said the Lord of Hosts - but you
profane it …” (Mal. 1:11-12)
Why then choose Israel? The answer
is love. Virtually all the Prophets said so.
God loves Israel. He loved Abraham. He
loves Abraham’s children. He is often
exasperated by their conduct, but He
cannot relinquish that love. He explains
this to the prophet Hosea. Go and marry
a woman who is unfaithful, He says. She
will break your heart, but you will still
love her, and take her back (Hos. 1-3).
Where, though, in the Torah does
God express this love? In the blessings
of Bilam. That is where He gives voice
to His feelings for this people. “I see
them from the mountain tops, gaze
on them from the heights: This is a
people that dwells apart, not reckoned
among the nations.” “Lo, a people that
rises like a lion, leaps up like the king
of beasts.” “How good are your tents, O
Jacob, Your dwellings, O Israel!” These
famous words are not Bilam’s. They are
God’s – the most eloquent expression
of His love for this small, otherwise
undistinguished people.
Bilam, the pagan prophet, is the most
unlikely vehicle for God’s blessings.4
4
However, Devarim Rabbah 1:4
suggests that God chose Bilam to bless
the Israelites because when an enemy
blesses you, it cannot be dismissed as mere
partiality.
22
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But that is God’s way. He chose an aged,
infertile couple to be the grandparents
of the Jewish people. He chose a man
who couldn’t speak to be the mouthpiece
of his word. He chose Bilam, who hated
Israel, to be the messenger of His love.
Moses says explicitly: “The Lord your
God would not listen to Bilam but turned
the curse into a blessing for you, because
the Lord your God loves you.”
That is what the story is about:
not Balak, or Bilam, or Moab, or
Midian, or what happened next. It is
about God’s love for a people, their
strength, resilience, their willingness
to be different, their family life (tents,
dwelling places), and their ability to
outlive empires.
I believe that, if we follow the
Rambam in saying that all God’s acts
have a moral message for us,5 God is
teaching us that love can turn curses
into blessings. It is the only force
capable of defeating hate. Love heals
the wounds of the world.
Shabbat Shalom
Covenant and Conversation 5780 is
kindly supported by the Maurice Wohl
Charitable Foundation in memory of
Maurice and Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
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Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

O

ur minhag of reading a portion
from the nevi’im each week finds
its source in the responsa of Rav
Hai Gaon (939-1038), although some
scholars date the practice as far back as
the time of Ezra HaSofer. According to
the Abudraham (R. David Abudraham,
Spanish halachist from the midfourteenth century and the student of the
well-known Ro”sh), the weekly reading
of the haftarah was instituted when the
occupying enemy prohibited the study
of Torah, including its public reading. In
response, our sages chose selections from
the nevi’im that would remind the people
of what parsha they would have been
reading on that Shabbat, had they been
permitted to do so.
The foresight of Chazal in instituting
this practice has yielded numerous
benefits over the years, as many Jews
around the world were exposed to the
words of the prophets, often words of
comfort and promise that served as a light
in an otherwise dark existence. Over the
last few hundred years, when European
Yeshivot were battling reformists who
denied the Rabbinic traditions, these
readings became crucial even for the
more learned students who often had
to sacrifice intense study of Tanach in
favor of mastering and expanding their
knowledge of Torah She’b’al Peh, which
24
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the reformists attempted to invalidate.
But together with the positive impact on
the Jewish nation there was also a negative
impact. Few Jews studied the Tanach in
depth and their knowledge of the nevi’im
was limited to whatever portion of Nach
that was read as a haftarah and, as we
have seen in the past, the limited selection
from the Navi, may tell only part of the
story.
When we open this week’s haftarah,
a reading taken from the fifth and sixth
prakim in Sefer Micha, we find the
selection understandable and logical.
Certainly, the mention of how Hashem
undermined
Bil’am’s
attempts
to
curse B’nai Yisra’el, serves as the clear
connection to the events in the parsha
and, undoubtedly, the reason for its
choice. Nonetheless, when studying the
previous chapters, starting from those
psukim in which Micha quotes his older
contemporary, Yishayahu, almost word
for word (4; 1-3), we realize that the
sixteen verses of the haftarah do not tell
the whole story.
The navi Micha depicts a glorious, postexile future for Am Yisra’el that would
include an era when peace and justice
would reign, when the enemies would
be defeated and when the nation would
return to her land. It would also be the

time when weapons of war would be
removed together with idolatry and
sorcery. When our haftarah opens, it
speaks of “she’eirit Ya’akov”, the Jews
who would survive the exile, and who
would be completely independent “asher
lo y’kaveh l’ish”, never again to rely on
other nations. Some parshanim explain
that the produce of the land would
be so great that it would support the
growing population without depending
on imports. Hence, making Israel fully
independent.

Israel will help others, care
for others and be involved
with others. But, as the navi

would be a mistake to understand that
the “bidud” predicted by Bil’am means
being isolated from the world. Not at all!
Israel will help others, care for others and
be involved with others. But, as the navi
Micha states here, they will not need help
from others for they will rely solely upon
Hashem.
How beautiful it is, therefore, that,
after hearing this glorious nevuah and
subsequently, being reminded of all G-d
had done for them, the people ask for
forgiveness, asking the navi what they can
do to make up for their past faithlessness.
It is then that Micha tells them the
formula that has been quoted by almost all
nations: “Simply do justice, love kindness
and walk humbly before Hashem”.

Micha states here, they will
not need help from others
for they will rely solely upon
Hashem
However, a careful reading of the text
would suggest a view supported by other
meforshim, i.e., that the intent of the
navi was not to predict a great economic
rebirth - although that too would occur.
Rather, as the words indicate, Israel
will not depend on “Ish”- a human
being but on G-d alone. Interestingly,
this independence, brought upon by
their trust in Hashem, helps us better
understand the pasuk stated by Bil’am
in this parsha. The “prophet for profit”
says “hen am l’vadad yishkon,” “they are
a nation who will dwell in solitude”. It

CLOSE TO BAKAA AND THE MESILAH
Beautiful 4 rooms, sukkah balcony, renovated, quiet ,
large storage, 2,530,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE SHTIBLEH
Charming 3 rooms, stone building with elevator, nice
balcony , spacious, bright, quiet, master bedroom,
parking, Exclusive, 2,690,000 NIS

ARNONA Large 4 rooms, 120 sqm, stone building,
elevator, sukkah balcony 20 sqm, quiet, parking, storage,
Exclusive, 2,800,000 NIS
GERMAN COLONY In the luxury Gane Katamon
Residence, great 3 rooms, 70 sqm, sukkah balcony, good
shape, storageroom, parking, 3 directions, rare! Exclusive,
2,850,000 NIS
ABU TOR WITH GARDEN Cottage 6 rooms, 130 sqm,
divided in 2 units 4+2 rooms, private garden, 80 sqm,
view, bright, quiet, parking, parking, 3 directions,
3,400,000 NIS

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER

25

RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

Lessons
Learned
from Bilam

B

ilam was unique: a non-Jewish
prophet, the only prophet that can
be compared to Moshe (Bamidbar
Rabba 14), yet a rasha, a wicked person
(in the view of the Sages, even if it is
not immediately apparent from a plain
reading of the text).
According to the Rambam (Shemona
Perakim, chapter 7), only a worthy person
can become a prophet. The Gemara
(Shabbat 92a) states that a prophet must
be wise, wealthy – that is, satisfied with
what he has – and strong – that is, strong
enough to resist temptation.
Bilam did not possess these character
traits. He may have been wise, but he
was not rich. If wealth is measured by
satisfaction with what one has, then
Rashi (on Bamidbar 22:18) tells us in the
name of Chazal that Bilam desired more
and more wealth. In addition, Bilam
was unable to control his desires, so he
cannot be considered strong. If so, how
did Bilam become a prophet – and not
just any prophet, but the greatest gentile
26
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prophet, rivaling Moshe himself in his
prophetic powers? Furthermore, why did
Hashem select Bilam to bless Am Yisrael?
If Hashem placed words in his mouth,
then Bilam’s donkey could just as easily
have been selected to bless the nation.
What lessons can we derive from Bilam?
Rav Porat: Self-control
Rav Hanan Porat in Me’at Min Haor
suggests that man has free choice with
respect to his direction in life. At times,
man is not consistent with his choices. We
act with a split personality – somewhat
spiritually schizophrenic. He quotes Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde to provide an example
of an individual who with one part of his
personality seeks to do good and with the
other to do evil. Rav Porat speculates that
Bilam was similar; in one instance Bilam
states, “May my soul die the death of the
righteous” (Bamidbar 23:10). He yearns
to be a prophet, but he cannot control his
desire; his yetzer brings him down. He
acts as a magical sorcerer who can try to
outsmart God. His dark side keeps him
from behaving like a prophet. He initially
was an important individual, worthy of
blessing Am Yisrael, but he failed due to
his inability to control himself. The lesson
to be learned from Bilam is that it is on our
hands to control our actions and desires.
We need to conduct ourselves in a way
that strengthens our good inclinations.

Rav Shmulevitz:
Maximize Potential

Work

Hard

to

Rav Chaim Shmulevitz in Sichos
Mussar, highlights two characteristics
that we can learn from Bilam. First, if
we don’t work hard for something and
we don’t push for it ourselves, it does not
affect us. It does not shape us or mold
us. As the pasuk in Tehillim (128:2) tells
us, “When you eat of the efforts of your
hands, you are fortunate, and it is well
with you.” Fortune and goodness come
from toil and effort, from yegi’a kapayim.
If something is just given to me, it will not
have an impact.
Chazal tell us that at the Splitting of
the Sea, maidservants attained a degree
of prophecy that was higher than that
of the prophet Yechezkel. Such was
the intensity of Hashem’s revelation
at the sea! But what happened to the
maidservant after the event? She
remained a maidservant. We don’t have
any records of maidservants becoming
prophets overnight. Why? Because it was
given to her as a present from Hashem.
They were shown this divine revelation,
but it was up to them to build and act
upon it.

rooms, 96 sq m,
elevator, parking and
this panoramic view
towards the Knesset
and the Israel Museum!
2.58 million NIS

New Exclusives!

Ein Kerem: Six room 1900 sq ft modernized Ottoman
home with vaulted ceilings, conservatory + gorgeous
garden! $1.6 million

Rehavia by President's House

Beautifully designed spacious four rooms, 4 exposures in
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Talbieh:
large succa terrace + 2.5 baths, 2 floor with
Shabbat elevator +
Exquisite ten room
storage room + covered parking. $2.2 million
residence, high

By Crowne Plaza Hotel &
Fast Train to Tel Aviv

Four rooms, two full baths, lovely
layout + 18 sq m terrace with view
to Nahlaot, shabbat elevator, double
underground parking and private
storage. $850,000

ceilings, 4 exposures,
private entrance,
2600 sq ft, living
space surrounded
by gorgeous private
garden and patio
+ private parking

bayitsheli@gmail.com
WWW.SHELLYLANDAU.COM

052-385-9944

On the other hand, Yechezkel did not see
what the maidservant saw, but Yechezkel
was one of the greatest prophets because
he worked on himself and didn’t just take
what HaKadosh Barukh Hu gave him.
He worked hard at building upon it and
reached great achievements.
Bilam was brilliant. HaKadosh Barukh
continued on page 30...
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first five
rn© ẄÎiM¦ 'd KExÄ ziy`xa
primes
ux`d...
:ip̈Epg£ Y© lFw
2+3+5+7+11 =28

gold = adf = 14
2 bars = 28

Pasuk VAV of
T'hilim 28

First pasuk
of the Torah has Standard domino
set has 28 tiles
28 letters

What we say at The Bard's
didz z`f the end of g"ca dcn cbpk dcn
another name for (B'dikat Chametz) Shakespeare's 28th
FOX, TAXI, WAVE, ACID, PAIL, COINS Parshat M'tzora, Kol Chamira - g"k play is Measure
28th sedra
which equals 28
3rd letters 'spell' XXVIII = 28
for Measure
a.k.a.

The Avis
Perfect

 Tau
SF catcher is
Buster Posey
He wears #28

Beta Tauri, a.k.a.
Elnath, 28th
brightest star

first seven
natural numbers

a.k.a. counting
numbers
1+2+3+4+5+6+7 =28

Barnardius zonarius

called 28 parrot
because of its call
Opposition to the withdrawal of
state support or recognition
from an established church,
especially the Anglican Church
in 19th-century England

Apple Park
in Silicon Valley
Atomic wt. of Si is 28

Definition of
antidisestablishmentarianism

28 letters

C-5 Galaxy
has 28 wheels

qgpit
28th generation
from Adam

Woodrow Wilson
28th POTUS

ziy`xa dyrn dyer...

dy`d dxn`e...
on` on`

from parshat
Birkat HaChama Sota. Sota is 28th
once every 28 yrs masechet mishna
Was 12th, now 2nd

Hope & Peace February, with its 28
days, was originally
Flag and motto of
the
last month; later
Esperanto. Its alphabet
became
2nd. (450BCE)
has 28 letters

We goofed on this
one. Mistakenly thought
There are
US 5¢ coins are that George VI was 28th
ruler of England. He
28 mansions
called nickels
wasn't. But he was 28
(constellations) in
the Chinese Zodiac Atomic # of Ni is 28 when he married M
Chinese mansions

Avis is #2. The
second perfect
number is 28

;

semi-colon
is the 28th
character of
the ASCII set

Ko'ach = 28
We hope you had
family fun with this
quiz. Even if you
didn't submit you
solutions

BRONZE MEDAL to Yechiel Jonathan Jonny Stein for his solution set.
SILVER MEDALS to Rabbi Meir Salasnik for his solution set - even the ones he didn't
get, he gave creative attempted solutions. And to Simcha Tropp.
GOLD MEDAL to the GOLD family. Excellent solution set this year, as for the past
number of years. KISHMAM KEIN HEIM.
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go), followed by a very different small
parsha of 9 p'sukim.

ttRIDDLES solutions to phil@ouisrael.org
FPTL TTriddle is hereby renamed Front Page
TTriddle. 1376FPT - Moshe's rebuke of the people for
which he was rebuked - SHIM'U NA HAMORIM,
HAMIN HASELA HAZEH NOTZI LACHEM MAYIM
= 1376. Double because of 1376 and the quote is
from the sedra. ParshaPix Unexplaineds (PPUs).
TUE and SAT are YOM HASH'LISHI and YOM
HASH'VII, but they are crossed out because they
are not the third and seventh day that the Torah
meant for the application of the PAP (Para
Aduma Potion).
is a mathematical
equation, here representing the city Cheshbon.
Ada Lovelace, Sofia Kovalevskaya, and Emmy
Noether are famous female mathematicians,
daughters of Cheshbon, as in 'Israel dwelt in
Cheshbon V'CHOL B'NOTEHA, and all her
suburbs.' Ladybug in Hebrew is Parat Moshe.
That's what the Para Aduma can be called V'YIKCHU EILECHA. Mister Mxyzptlk is the Imp
from the 5th Dimension, a trickster who pranked
Superman in the earlier comics. His name
appeared twice in last week's Sedra Summary just to see who noticed. Did you?
See separate page for the 28 28s Quiz Report.
Hopefully, page 28. If not, check TOC.

Crucial Lesson for Today

A surface look at Parshat Balak contains
an important message. And I don't say
surface look negatively, even though
there is also depth to the sedra. For this
point, however, we'll keep it simple and
powerful.
Balak consists of two parshiyot - one of
95 p'sukim (that's very big, as parshiyot

Let's start with the big picture of the big
parsha. Existential threat to the Nation
of Israel. When Amalek had attacked the
People, there was a three-pronged
response on our behalf - Moshe's order
to Yehoshua to draft an army and fight,
Moshe's prayer to G-d - assisted by
Aharon and Chur, and G-d's declaration that He will fight with us, so to
speak, against Amalek. The partnership
of G-d and His People has been the
norm; the Balak-Bil'am threat was
different. It is as if G-d said to Himself I'll handle this one completely and then
I'll let the People know what had
happened. We were totally oblivious to
the machinations of Balak and Bil'am
from the hilltops overlooking Machanei
Yisrael. We still wouldn't know, had
HaShem not told us about it in the
Torah. We were saved because of
HaShem's promises to our Avot and to
us. That's the gist of the first 95 p'sukim
in the sedra. We had already learned
that our success and continued
existence is based on His commitment
to us AND our to him.
Comes the second, 9-pasuk parsha that
ends our sedra. Look what we did to
ourselves. The most powerful prophets
of the non-Jewish world, could not
vanquish us. Neither can any enemy
army... as long as we stay faithful to
G-d.
Very simple message. Very powerful
message. Be faithful to G-d and He is
with us all the way. Betray Him and...

For all your computer needs • New PCs, upgrades, repairs, virus removal
Paul Serkin • 054-943-6109 • paul@thepcguy.co.il • www.thepcguy.co.il
JONATHAN POLLARD 10,956+1696* days imprisoned • www.jonathanpollard.org
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continued from page 27...

Hu provided him with the tools to become
a great navi, but he did not utilize this gift
properly. Many people in life are granted
tremendous gifts from HaKadosh Barukh
Hu: brains, organizational skills, oratory
skills, etc. HaKadosh Barukh Hu gave
them strength. The next step is how we
return the favor, to take it and become
like Yechezkel, not like Bilam. Bilam
had unbelievable gifts, but he failed to
maximize his potential.

In life, sometimes we hear
what we want to hear
and don’t hear what we
don’t want to hear. This is
especially true if it is what has
to do with our own behavior
and our own spiritual state
Avoiding egotistical behavior
Another idea is that even though
Bilam was a navi who heard and
knew the d’var Hashem, nonetheless,
due to his haughtiness, he sometimes
misinterpreted Hashem’s message. For
example, Hashem forbade Bilam to go
with the officers of Moav. Bilam turned
to the officers of Moav and relayed the
message, but Chazal fill in the blanks
and explain that Bilam added reasoning
for not being able to go with the officers.
He expressed to them that they are not
important enough people with whom
to associate – as if Hashem actually
relayed to Bilam that he should not go
30
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with these individuals because it would
be unbecoming of his status as the
gentile prophet! Due to his arrogance,
he sincerely believed that this was what
Hashem intended. In life, sometimes we
hear what we want to hear and don’t
hear what we don’t want to hear. This is
especially true if it is what has to do with
our own behavior and our own spiritual
state.
When Hashem tells Moshe about
the timing of the last plague, Makkat
Bechorot, the term ka-ḥatzot – around
midnight – is used. Commentaries
explain that had Hashem declared the
plague would commence precisely at
midnight, and some Egyptian’s clock was
slightly off, they would have concluded
that it was not an act of God, since the
event did not occur when God said it
would. Could one honestly fathom that
such a coincidence could occur a minute
after it was predicted? It underscores the
concept that - we see what we want to see
and believe what we want to believe.
In conclusion, we can learn three
important lessons from Bilam. First,
we must learn self-control, conquer
our desires, and overcome our evil
inclinations. Second, we must take the
tools we have been given and work hard
to maximize our potential. What comes
easy is not always internalized. If we
experience an inspirational moment,
we must try to internalize it. Finally, we
must be careful not to let our ego cloud
our perception. Notwithstanding Bilam’s
great potential, these characteristics led
to his downfall.

The benefits of investing in Israeli commercial real estate
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The property your
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From the
Mountaintop

ultimately collapse if its foundation is
weak. Only when Bil’am recognized the
bedrock greatness of our origins, did he
realize that we are indestructible.

I

The Sochatchover Rebbe, the Shem
Mishmuel, further points out the distinction
between a ‘tzur’, a rock and a ‘givah’,
a mountain top. Our forefathers are
compared to rocks, composed of material
which is hard and strong. A father’s mission
is to transmit basic, firm information,
the immutable tradition. Our mothers’
tradition is compared to a hill-top made of
soft earth. A mother’s role is to transmit
the passion of holiness, the yearning for
spirituality, generally conveyed in a gentler
manner. In A tribute to the Rebbetzin of
Talne, Rav Soloveitchik describes the
tradition he received from his mother
which he noted was often transmitted in
silence. He continues to describe how
his mother taught him to feel Hashem’s
presence on his fragile shoulders.

n his dramatic and compelling brachot,
Bil’am declares “Merosh tzurim erenu,
umigvaot ashurenu” (Bamidbar 23;9).
Chazal explain that Bil’am was referring
to the avot and imahot. Let us explore
this imagery and the personal lessons we
can derive from Bil’am’s descriptions and
visions.
Rav Wachtfogel in Kovetz Sichot
expounds that this vision of Am Yisrael’s
foundation prevented Bil’am from cursing
the Jews. This is surprising considering
the many righteous people who lived at
that time. Shouldn’t their merit have been
sufficient protection against Bil’am’s evil
designs? Rather we must conclude that
one is only as strong as his foundations.
Even the most beautiful building will
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The future redemption is described
as “the voice of my beloved is heard,
skipping over the mountains jumping
over the hilltops” (Shir Hashirim 2;8).
Rabbi Rice in Merosh Tzurim quotes
Chazal saying that while skipping is with
one foot, jumping necessitates both feet.
Likewise, the redemption will be brought
quicker in the merit of women, who are
compared to the hills. Indeed, the Sfat
Emet notes that even though there is an
opinion in the gemara that the merit of
our forefathers has ceased, the merit of
our mothers has never been depleted; it
is their merit which will redeem us.
Rabbi Rabinovich in Tiv HaTorah
notes that as parents, we need to model
ourselves after this imagery that Bil’am
expresses. If we expect our children to
be involved in Torah and Mitzvot, we
must ensure to establish the proper
foundation. Children who see that
the entire intellectual and emotional
focus of the home is based on Torah
and relationship with Hashem will be
grounded with the appropriate base
that will enable them to flourish and
be steadfast in their devotion whatever
they encounter.
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CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.
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Ratzon
Hashem

R

ebbe Aharon Rokeach of Belz, zy’a,
was an eccentric tzadik, respected
as a holy man and beloved sage,
renowned for his intense love of Am Yisrael
and mysterious ways of righteousness.
Throughout his life, Reb Aharon lived a
spartan existence largely detached from
physicality, and even as a young man, was
often physically unwell and in frail health.
One year, amid the brutal Polish winter,
Reb Aharon’s doctor instructed him to
desist from immersing in the mikvah, as
the cold waters would be detrimental to
his health and wellbeing. In light of the
doctor’s orders, Reb Aharon’s father, the
Belzer Rebbe, Reb Yissachor Dov, zy’a,
directed his son to follow the doctor’s
orders and forbade him from immersing
in the mikvah.
One night, close to 3:00am, in freezing
cold and falling snow, a family member
happened to spot Reb Aharon on his way
to the mikvah. Knowing that Reb Aharon’s
34
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condition had not improved, this relative
secretly followed behind. Sure enough,
Reb Aharon quietly entered the mikvah
building, and without turning on the
lights, prepared himself to immerse. The
relative couldn’t believe what he was
seeing: apparently a total disregard for
both his father and doctor’s instructions.
As Reb Aharon descended the last step
leading to the freezing water, he paused,
and with a voice choked with emotion
cried out, “I hereby prepare myself to
fulfill the positive commandment of
V’nishmartem me’od l’nafshoseichem,
“And you shall guard your physical well
being very carefully,” as well as Kibud Av,
respecting my father, who told me not to
immerse in the mikveh!”
Reb Aharon zy’a then ascended back up
the steps, got dressed and returned home.

REB SHRAGA FEIVEL
MENDLOWITZ
In our sedra, Balak, king of Moav,
engages the evil prophet Bil’am, a master
of black magic and the occult, to cast a
negative eye on Klal Yisrael and curse the
Jewish People. Hashem communicated
with Bil’am, warning him to desist from
his plans, and each time Bil’am attempted
to pronounce his curses, through Divine
intervention, blessings came forth

instead. Exasperated, Bil’am responded
to the continued pleas of his employer to
harm the Jews:
“Even if Balak were to give me his
house full of silver and gold, I cannot
transgress pi Hashem, the word of G-d”
(22:18)
Reb Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, the
great builder of Torah — and people —
in America before and during the War,
shared an insight that sheds light on the
unexpected declaration of faith by the
evil prophet.

We may view them as a list
of do’s and don’ts without
considering their ikar
The Targum translates pi Hashem as
meimra d’Hashem, “Hashem’s word”. While
Bil’am claimed he was unable to violate the
word of Hashem, the technical, black-andwhite dictate, he nevertheless did not seek to
fulfill the ratzon Hashem – the ‘will’ of G-d.
This teaches us that it is possible to ‘follow
the rules’ to the letter while completely
missing the point, the spirit, essence and

purpose of the instructions.
When we preoccupy ourselves with
avoiding prohibitions and ‘checking boxes’
in technical observance of the mitzvot, we
may view them as a list of do’s and don’ts
without considering their ikar, their main
point: fulfilling the ratzon Hashem. In this
way, we can cut ourselves off from the
Divine source of the ‘words’, and fall into
the same category as the evil Bil’am, chas
v’shalom, G-d forbid. After clarifying what
is permitted and what is forbidden, a Jew’s
goal, said Reb Shraga Feivel, is “to discern
Hashem’s will and make it his own.”
When Reb Aharon Belzer’s father, Reb
Yissachar Dov heard the account of what
had taken place at the mikvah, he cried
tears of great joy, and thanked Hashem for
a son who “achieved shleimus”, wholeness
in his avodat Hashem. He had fulfilled both
the ratzon of Hashem to be purified, and
the black-and-white words of his father’s
and doctor’s instructions.
Ribbono Shel Olam, retzoneinu la’asot
retzonecha! Our only desire is to fulfil
Your desire! May we always unite Your
word and Your will, in understanding and
practice, and bring You great joy.
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

T

he Mishna in Pirkei Avot teaches us:
B’asara Ma’amarot Nivra haOlam,
With ten utterances the world was
created (Avot 5:1).
Each morning, we recite the blessing of
Baruch She’amar V’Haya HaOlam, Blessed
is the one who spoke and the world came to
be....Baruch Oseh Breisheet, Blessed is the
one who sustains creation...
It is interesting to note, that within this
bracha which we recite each morning,
which recalls Hashem as having spoken
to bring the world into existence and that
Hashem is the sustainer of all creation,
that the word baruch - often translated as
blessed, is mentioned ten times.
Many commentators have suggested
that the word baruch is better translated
as abundance. When we recite a bracha,
we are saying it is abundantly clear
to us that Hashem is the source of all
existence, that Hashem provides for us in
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all circumstances.
Rav Avigdor Nebentzahl, shlita explains
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu, gives each of
us the capacity to elevate the entire world
through the Koach HaTefilah. Each tefila
we utter, each bracha we recite contributes
to the betterment of the entire world.
The Bracha of Baruch She’amar, where
the word baruch is mentioned ten times,
reminds each of us that Hashem not only
created the world through ten utterances,
but that each of us, through our tefilot,
through our maasim tovim, come to
emulate the midot of HaKadosh Baruch
Hu, and recognize that each of us are truly
partners with Hashem in creating and
maintaining the world each and every
day.
Yehi Ratzon, may each of us merit to
appreciate the incredible capacity for
good that Hashem has given each of us
through the gift of tefilah.

A CALL TO JERUSALEM RESIDENTS!
We want to hear your voices!

Help us improve the post-Aliyah experience for Olim and make a difference.
Please fill out the survey online if you are:
Between the ages of 20 and 60 and made Aliyah to Jerusalem in the last 10 years
Enter your email for the raffle to win an Apple iPad or a dinner for two
https://forms.gle/SkY8PGAK2FmfNB6R9

This survey is being
conducted by the
Jerusalem Institute of
Policy Research & the
Jerusalem Olim Center

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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02-5609110

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Women Reaching Higher

MOTHER-DAUGHTER
MOVIE “NIGHT OUT”
SPECIAL FOR THE THREE WEEKS:
FOCUS ON AHAVAT CHINAM
SUNDAY, JULY 12, 7:30PM
Girls aged 10-16 and their mothers are invited to
watch the movie “Mali” about how a girl with ASD
is gradually accepted by her peers.
With a discussion about accepting differences,
facilitated by psychologist

DR. SARAH LEVY

https://zoom.us/j/89049875401

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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The Women’s Performance Community of Jerusalem & OU Israel L’Ayla present

FROM MOSCOW WITH LOVE
A one-of-a-kind online event
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 8:00 PM

Women Reaching Higher

Please join us as Natalia Mikunis and Emilia Litman, a motherdaughter duo living in Moscow, give us an exclusive review of
a segment of Soviet Jewish history from the Moscow
Jewish Museum and a look at Jewish life in the
Soviet Union before and after Stalin.

FOR WOMEN
ONLY

NATALIA MIKUNIS

A link will be posted on Facebook
on the day of the event, at:
Facebook.com/wpcjerusalem
or Facebook.com/OUIsrael
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

EMILIA LITMAN

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

PARSHAT PINCHAS:

Yehoshua is Chosen as the New Leader
TUESDAY, JULY 7, 8:30PM
Women Reaching Higher

A Special Multimedia
presentation on
Yehoshua Bin Nun
by Zemira Ozarowski
https://zoom.us/j/83586791861
For women only
LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Linking our Lives2gether
for active single Olim, ages 60-75

Presents a new weekly get-together:

SUNDAYS AT 7:00PM

Each week, a different subject will be
presented by our members and guests.
Join us for a virtual night out.
For Zoom address and password contact

Chana Spivack

cspivack@ouisrael.org or
050-229-4951
22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM

l

02-560-9110

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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The OU Israel VIRTUAL Center-Online and
SUN, JULY 5

TUE, JULY 7

MON, JULY 6

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

9:00 AM

Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/144986284

Minchat Chinuch. https://
zoom.us/j/89983298537

Rabbi David Walk

10:15 AM

Rabbi Aharon Adler
https://zoom.
us/j/403831319

11:30 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

Mishlei: Wisdom for Life
(L’Ayla)
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

MISSED A CLASS?

You can watch the
recording at
www.ouisrael.org/videolibrary

Mrs. Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

Rabbi Aaron
Goldscheider

Chasidut on the Parsha
https://zoom.
us/j/700303855

11:45 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, Family and Society
in the writings of
Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook
and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.
us/j/81925157325

7:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/888974573

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Please note that

Mrs. Shira Smiles’ class

will resume on August 18.

10:30 AM

Yossi Goldin
Rabbi Shmuel
Goldin

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/195174554

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.us/j/887981820

5:00 PM

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz (L’Ayla)

The 13 Attributes: From Moshe
to Micha. https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/85177782268

9:00 PM

Rabbi Sam Shor

Penimiut HaTorahInspiration from the Masters
of Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
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SPECIAL EVENT
8:30 PM (L’Ayla)

Multi-media presentation
on Yehoshua bin Nun
Zemira Ozarowski
https://zoom.
us/j/83586791861

Digital Shiurim
WED, JULY 8

THURS, JULY 9

9:00 AM

10:15 AM

Halacha and Medina
https://zoom.
us/j/6878683646

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/615813416

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

Rabbi Baruch Taub

10:15 AM

11:30 AM

Contemporary Issues
in Halacha and Hashkafa
https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

Unlocking the
Messages of Chazal
https://zoom.
us/j/488542635

Rabbi Anthony
Manning

11:30 AM

Rabbi Alan Kimche
Great Jewish Thinkers
https://zoom.
us/j/772450422

Rabbi Shai
Finkelstein

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

7:00 PM

8:00 PM

Halacha
https://zoom.
us/j/709706986

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Rabbi Ari Kahn

8:30 PM

Rabbi Ezra Friedman
Practical Kashrut
https://zoom.
us/j/698124792

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

*L’AYLA CLASSES
ARE FOR
WOMEN ONLY

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Terumot and
Maasrot from
Seeds

T

he mitzva of terumot and maasrot
(tithes) is land-dependent on Eretz
Yisrael. The various types of tithes
include those that are given to the Kohen,
given to the Levi, given to the poor, and
the maaser to be eaten in Yerushalayim
by the owner of the produce. Terumot
and maasrot are given based on a sevenyear cycle, which coincides with the
shmita cycle.
Generally, terumot and maasrot
are taken only from produce-- fruits,
vegetables and grains-- that is grown in
the Land of Israel. Produce that has not
had terumot and maasrot taken is called
tevel.

One of the basic rules regarding these
laws is that the food must be edible in order
to be obligated in terumot and maasrot
(Maadnei Eretz, Terumot 1:p.147). Food
that is only edible for animals is exempt.
(Sefer Hakashrut 15:13). When assessing
whether seeds from fruits and vegetables
are subject to tithing, (in a case where
terumot and maasrot have not already
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been taken from the original produce),
certain factors must be considered.
1.

If the seeds are edible and eaten
as is, such as pumpkin seeds and
watermelon seeds, terumot and
maasrot are required without a
doubt (Derech Emuna, Terumot
11:116).

2.

Seeds that are inedible until they
are cooked will then require
terumot and maasrot to be taken.
(Kedushat HaAretz 2:24)

Both of these categories of tithes are
taken with a bracha.
A third category is seeds that are meant
for planting, normally seeds that are
not edible are exempt from terumot and
maasrot (Chazon Ish Orlah 3:6). However
in addition to the Torah prohibition of
eating tevel, our Sages decreed that one
may not derive benefit from it either.
For example, one may not light a candle
from tevel olive oil (Gemara Shabbat
21:A).With this in mind, let us consider
the case of someone who purchased only
seeds from tevel produce (tomatoes for
example) for the sole purpose of planting
them. Although one does not eat tomato
seeds on their own, they might be subject
to tithing, as a tomato plant will grow
from them (see Chazon Ish, Demai 4:15).

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

The rationale behind the mitzvah of
terumot and maasrot may shed light on its
application here. If the conceptual reason
for taking tithes is for us to acknowledge
the Divine ownership of the produce we
eat, perhaps it would be unnecessary to
do so for seeds meant for planting. When
one plants seeds, there is no intention
of consuming the seeds themselves, but
only to benefit from the plant. Since
that benefit occurs at a much later stage,
it is indirect. On the other hand, if the
primary purpose of tithes is to provide

for the Kohanim and Leviim (by the act
of giving the tithes) it would be required
to take tithes even from seeds meant for
planting since benefit exists.
In practice, one should take terumot
and maasrot from these seeds without a
bracha (See Emunat Itecha 127 p.16-17).

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

D on ’t w ai t
fo r th e ne xt
C ha m si n

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

Bilaam’s
Ruthless
Scheme of
Three

separate times in this one passage. The
Midrash Tanchuma suggests that the Torah
is hinting to the term shalosh regalim
which denotes the three festivals.

hree times Bilaam strikes his
donkey. Three times Bilaam blesses
Israel. Three ugly traits personify
his character. Curiously, the theme of
‘threes’ does not end there.

T

Rashi teaches: “‘These three times’ - It
was a hint that he wanted to uproot the
Jewish nation, who celebrate three pilgrim
festivals each year” (Rashi, Bamidbar
22:28).
Rashi’s
comment
remains
enigmatic.

Let us turn to one of the most enigmatic
episodes related in the Torah: Bilaam and
his donkey. While journeying to meet King
Balak, with the intent of cursing the Jewish
nation, the wicked Bilaam has difficulty
with his trusted donkey. The animal keeps
stopping, frightened by an angel that
Bilaam was unable to see. Bilaam lashes
out at the animal. After the third time, a
miracle occurred: “God opened the mouth
of the donkey, and it said to Bilaam, “What
have I done to you, that you hit me these
three times (shalosh regalim)?”

Rebbe Shmuel Bornstein (1855-1926),
the Rebbe of Sochotchov was the son of
the famed Avnei Nezer and grandson
of the renowned Kotzker Rebbe. The
Schotover Rebbe addresses this Rashi in
his masterful work Shem MiShmuel and
quotes the Kabbalist, Ar”i Hakadosh,
Rabbi Isaac Luria, who says that the term
shalosh regalim in this context means that
“Bilaam was intent on eliminating the
observance of these three festivals” (Sefer
Shem MiShmuel 5672).

It is noteworthy that the word usually
employed by the Torah for ‘times’ is
pe’amim, but in this pasuk an unusual
form, regalim, is used. Furthermore, the
phrase shalosh regalim is employed three
44
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But in what way is this meaningful in
this context?
Three Festivals

We can immediately see Bilaam’s
intentions to eliminate the shalosh regalim,
says the Rebbe, based on the content
of the three “blessings.” Each blessing
was intended to be a curse and yet God
reversed Bilaam’s wicked intent.

In the first bracha we read: “...behold a
people which shall dwell alone and shall
not be considered among the nations”
(Bamidbar 23:9). This, said the Rebbe, is
reminiscent of the festival of Pesach. At
that time the Jewish slaves relinquished
the idolatry of Egypt and effectively
separated from the rest of the world to
form a distinct nation.
Bilaam’s second bracha describes the
special friendship between God and Israel:
“God, their Lord is with them and they
have the King’s friendship.” (Bamidbar
23:21). The Targum Onkelos understands
this to mean that the Divine Presence
dwells among Israel. This reminds us of
the holiday of Shavuot, when the nation
experienced God directly at Sinai.
The idea of God’s friendship is striking.
The Ibn Ezra explains that the second half
of the verse is conditional on the first.
Provided there is no iniquity in ‘Jacob’, God
maintains His friendship with them - but if
Israel sins, God withdraws His kindness.
Finally, in the third bracha, we find the
well known exclamation: “How goodly
are your tents, Yaakov, your dwelling
places, Yisrael.” (Ibid. 24:5) Ramban
interprets the entire passage as a blessing,
beginning with Israel’s sojourn in the
wilderness, when they dwelled in ‘tents’,
extending to their future in the Land,
in their permanent ‘dwelling places’.
Sukkot celebrates our journey to the land.
A Sukkah is also a symbol of the Beit
Hamikdash, a room and home for God.
Each Sukkot we pray for the rebuilding
of the fallen Sukkah (Harachaman….hu

Efrat and Gush Etzion

www.angelrealty.co.il

For Sale in Tamar
Luxurious and
modern 5 room
apt. + option.
Great location
1,875.000 NIS

For Sale in Dekel
7.5 room cottage.
200m, Stunning
view. (Ezra st.)
2,150,000 NIS
For Sale in Dagan
Stunning modern
cottage, 250m, 8.5
rooms + option
3,950,000 NIS

Tzippy - 0524588715
Gabi- 0524588716

Moving Packing Storage

0537272815
on-line box shop

www.premiummoving.co.il
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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yakim lanu et Sukkat David hanofalet).
An additional indicator that this blessing
is a reference to the Sukkot celebration is
its allusion to water. Water, of course is a
major theme around Sukkot (ie. Simchat
Beit Hashoeva). The Sages tell us that
the world is judged for water on Sukkot
(Mishnah, Rosh Hashanah 1:2). “As brooks
stretched out, like gardens upon the river,
like aloe planted by God, like Cedar upon
the water. He shall pour the water out
from from His wells and His seed in many
waters…” (Bamidbar 24:6-7). We see that
the entire third blessing is permeated with
allusions to Sukkot.
The following question must be asked:
‘Why would an enemy of the nation of
Israel desire to eradicate the observance of
the festivals more than any other mitzvah?’
Three Festivals, the Antidote to the
Three Cardinal Sins
The three festivals do not merely
celebrate historic events. Conceptually,
they are emblematic of three distinct traits
that personify the Jewish nation. Bilaam’s
schemed the following: “If only I could
eradicate these distinctive characteristics,
I could bankrupt the nation of Israel of its
treasured qualities.”
The Rebbe constructs the following
framework based on the number three.
Each of the festivals really represents the
stark contrast to, or repudiation, of the
three cardinal sins:
Pesach: The Jewish people rejected the
idea of idol worship. They were drawn
away from idols and brought under
46
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the banner of Hashem’s monotheism.
“Mishchu u’kechu lachem” (Sh’mot 12:21)
When preparing the people to leave
Egypt Moshe says to the people, “Draw
forth and take yourself”, the Mechilta
understand this to mean: “Withdraw your
hand from idol worship and adhere to
the commandments.” The festival is the
antithesis to the cardinal sin of Avodah
Zarah.
Shavuot: When the Jews prepared
for receiving the Torah, the men were
required to separate from their wives. The
Torah not only introduced a sacred code
to marital life but, as the Rambam argues,
inappropriate sexual thoughts fill the mind
of those empty of wisdom. The solution
is to engage oneself and one’s thoughts
in Torah. In this way one’s lusts are
channelled in a dignified way. Embedded
in Chag Matan Torah is an antidote to the
cardinal sin of Gilui Arayot.
Sukkot: It is the festival when we put
aside all differences. We join together
in a Sukkah. We bind together the four
species, which symbolizes our aspirations
to live with and love all types of Jews.
Each night of the festival featured the
joyous gatherings in the Beit Hamikdash
with dancing and fellowship. The loving
and unifying themes of Sukkot stand
squarely in contrast to the notions of
discord, jealously and animus that, when
unchecked, can lead even to murder; the
third cardinal sin of Shfichut Damim.
Three Cardinal
Forefathers

Sins

and

Three

Where do these three foundational

principles first find their roots? Citing
a teaching from the Maharal of Prague
(1520-1609) the Rebbe directs our attention
to another distinctive set of three; the
Avot, our Forefathers. Conceptually, each
forefather initiated a guiding ethic for
Jewish life; each one, individually, offsets
a cardinal sin that would otherwise
dismantle a Jew’s spiritual ambition.
(Netzach Yisrael, Chapter 4)
Avraham exemplified the way of
modesty and fealty in marriage. When
Avraham and his wife Sarah travel
down to Egypt, it is only then, when
encountering those who would snatch
away his wife, does Avraham notice her
outward beauty. Abraham symbolizes
the corrective or inverse of gilui arayot,
unbridled lust.
Yitzchak courageously offers his own
life to God on the altar. Indeed, a defining
moment in his life. There is no greater
expression of upending the repulsive sin
of avodah zarah, worshipping alien
Gods, than the willingness to offer up
one’s very soul to the Creator.
Yaakov is emblematic of one who valued
the sanctity of life. In stark contrast to his
brother Esav who was a hunter and called
Edom (red/blood) because of his thirst to
maim and kill, Yaakov symbolized the
antithesis of shfichut damim, murder.
Say the Sages, ‘Yaakov lo meit’, ‘Yaakov
never dies.’ (Talmud, Taanit 5b). The
patriarch Yaakov is emblematic of the
sanctity of life and its eternal nature.
Each forefather in effect rectified one of
the three cardinal transgressions.

CORONA INSURANCE CHECKLIST
Can Mom and Dad take out
local health insurance now
that they’re stuck here? Call E/C
What are the options for
life/health insurance? Call E/C
Can we get a better deal on
our car/home insurance? Call E/C

Egert and Cohen

We’re here when you need us (especially now!)
INSURING YOUR:
Home | Health | Life |
Auto | Business | Travel

02-623 2546 • www.egertcohen.co.il

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA- view of the Old City, 2 bedrooms, 89 sqm,
Shabbat elevator, storage, parking, 2 balconies, 2
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ARNONA- 3 bedrooms, 100 s.q.m, elevator, 2 parking,
storage, balcony, light & airy, 5 minutes from baka
ARMON HANATZIV- ELKAHI -new in the market
3 bedroom, 90 s.q.m light, view, storage, a/c, only
1,390,000nis
BAKA- Derech Chevron- Arabic house 2 bedrooms, private
entrance, no steps, handicapped accesible, 50m garden,
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central A/C, private heating
OLD KATAMON- DUPLEX- 5 bedrooms, 150m +building
rights, 2 Sukka porches 100 m, authentic Arab house, 4 air
directions, very very special.

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246
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Three Cardinal Sins and Three Sins of
Bilaam

the ‘scepter’ is the royal power to bring
everyone under his sway.

The Rebbe now directs our attention
back to Bilaam, identifying another
striking set of ‘three’, namely, Bilaam’s
three defining traits. In his personal life
and worldview, Bilaam’s characteristics
are contrary to those of Am Yisrael. The
Mishnah states that he was guilty of the
following three: “An evil eye, an arrogant
spirit, and an insatiable soul. Those that
possess these traits, say the Sages, are the
students of Bilaam” (Mishnah Avot 5:22).

Ramban interprets the entire passage
with reference to Messainic times.
According to him, Moshiach is called a
‘star’ - more likely a shooting star or a
meteor - because he will have to flash
across the heavens, visible to the whole
world, as it were, to publicize his arrival
and gather in Jews from their dispersion.
Apparently, these three blessings reflect
the Jew’s distinct objective to achieve a
sanctified and noble life. Indeed, when
our people pursue this path, ultimately it
will culminate with the fourth blessing,
that of Redemption.

An ‘Evil Eye’, viewing one’s fellow man
as competition, brings about enmity and
dissension. Taken to its extreme, it can
lead down a path to the sin of ‘murder’
(shfichut damim). Second, ‘Arrogant
Spirit’, causes one to refuse to submit
to the higher power of Hashem. This
destructive trait of haughtiness prompts
an individual to adopt ‘alien gods’,
even self worship - anything other than
yielding to the Almighty Himself (avodah
zarah). And, lastly, ‘An Insatiable Soul’
and lustful desires, when not guarded,
engender adulterous behavior and illicit
relations (gilui arayot).
Three and a Fourth: A Final
Prophecy
Following his three failed attempts
to curse Israel, before heading home,
Bilaam delivered a final series of
prophecies regarding Israel. Consider
the following utterance: “A star has
issued from Yaakov and a scepter-bearer
has risen from Israel.” (Ibid. 24:17)
Rashi says that the ‘star’ is a king, and
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Although the number three plays a
significant role throughout this dramatic
story, the Shem MiShmuel reminds us that
apart from the three festivals there is a
‘fourth festival’. This day is related to the
three, but truthfully, it is a celebration
that stands apart. The culmination of
the cycle of Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot
is a ‘fourth’ festival, Shemini Atzeret. On
this day God says to the Jewish people,
“Please stay with me one more day”,
“Ka’she alai peredatchem” (Rashi Vayikra
23:36, s.v. ‘atzeret hi’). It is a day of sheer
oneness with the Creator.
This final day of celebration
personifies the notion that there is an
ultimate destination for the Jewish
people. The goal of the shalosh regalim,
achieving holiness, is within reach
when we are true to our objectives and
are dedicated to an exalted life saturated
with sanctity.

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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DIVREI MENACHEM

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF

Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

A Prophet He
Shall not Be!

I

n these days of uncertainty (and
perhaps all days are days of
uncertainty?), one is likely to ask, for
instance, what is the difference between
a forecast and a prediction? And, perhaps,
more so, we would ask who is qualified to
make predictions, and on what basis? We
might even go so far as to ask what effect
a prediction has on those who hear it. For
example, is there such a thing as a selffulfilling prophecy?
Talking of prophecy, what better place
to inquire about it than in our Parsha?
Balak calls upon Bil’am to curse the Jewish
people (and not to bless him that he might
scare off the approaching Israelites). If the
people will, indeed, be cursed, would they
live up to that curse? For who but the Jews
are famous for doing that, for being or
feeling guilty?
But no! Bil’am will eventually bless
the people; he will abandon thoughts of
cursing them. But why Bil’am? – Because
this Midianite was famous for his ability
to see the future. Rashi remarks that he
had already prophesied that Balak would
become King of Mo’av. (Of note, Ibn Ezra
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and Ramban, recalling Bil’am’s ancestry,
figured that Bil’am learned the art of the
occult from his wicked ancestor, Lavan.)
Bil’am has been called variously a
sorcerer, a sycophant, a seer, and a
prophet. What was he? After all, his ass
seemed to have powers greater than
he! Furthermore, Balak’s messengers,
suddenly disappearing from the biblical
narrative, also appeared to have realized
that this necromancer was nothing but a
fraud (cf. Rashi on Bamidbar 22:8)

Our prophets never sought
prophecy; it was thrust upon
them
Ramban teaches that God assigned
the task of (finally) blessing Israel to this
duplicitous prophet so that the nations
could not argue that had they had a Moshe,
they too would have been righteous and
god-fearing. But as Rambam observes, no
one reached the level of prophecy that
Moshe achieved.
Nechama Leibovitz points out that all
our Hebrew prophets were addressed
by God as follows, “And the word of God
came to me saying,” whereas Bil’am can
only say, “Peradventure, the Lord will
come to meet me.” Our prophets never

sought prophecy; it was thrust upon them.
Bil’am, on the other hand, hankers after it.
Through magic, he tries to force it down
from heaven, employing seven altars, and
so on. He tries to exploit the divine will to
serve his own nefarious ends, bringing
‘prophecy” down to the mortal level.
So, if the words are not put into the mouth
of the prophet by God, it is not prophecy.
Today, notably, everyone seems to know
what will be in our Corona age. They are
forecasters; at best predictors. Sorcerers
they are not. But neither are they prophets. What is left, if not to recall the refrain:
“Israel, trust in the Lord, [for] He is their
help and their shield”? (Tehillim 115:9).
Shabbat Shalom!

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Salad at Meat
and Milk
Meals
Question: Sometimes I serve the same
salad at a fleishig meal and again at a
milchig meal. My daughter told me that
her friend’s family does not do that. Is it
okay?
Answer: The main source on such
issues involves bread. The Shulchan
Aruch (Yoreh Deah 89:4) rules (based on a
Yerushalmi in Pesachim, cited by the Tur,
YD 91) that between a dairy meal and a
meat meal, one “must remove from the
table the leftover bread which was eaten
with the cheese.” The Beit Yosef, after
citing these sources, quotes a Hagahot
Oshri: “It is a choice mitzva in cases in
which one ate cheese and wants to eat
meat that he needs to remove from the
table the bread and the food that came to
the table with the cheese, and then he can
bring the meat and eat.” While the Beit
Yosef does not cite anyone who argues,
he also does not explicitly cite this second
source in the Shulchan Aruch.
These sources greatly resemble your
question (it is difficult to argue that one
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must remove such food from the table
but can use it in a future meal if he
ascertains it is clean). However, we must
notice nuances and explore distinctions.
Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igrot Moshe, YD
I:38) notices that the Yerushalmi and
Shulchan Aruch refer to “leftover” bread,
which he takes to mean a piece of bread
that was cut from the loaf and was eaten
along with the fleishig food in his plate,
or at least was intended to have been.
Those pieces are more problematic than
the rest of the loaf, which, even if it was
sitting on the table, ready to be cut, still
was separate from the food as it was
being eaten. Therefore, Rav Moshe comes
up with the following distinction – that
which is cut off must not be eaten with
the other type of food. Regarding the
uncut remainder of the loaf, it is only a
worthy stringency.
Rav Moshe does not address other foods
that were on the table. There is halachic
precedent to say that the stringency
is only in regard to bread, as we find
unique kashrut precautions in regard to
bread. It is generally forbidden to bake a

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

milchig loaf of bread because one must be
concerned that he will eat it with meat; if
he does bake milchig bread, it is forbidden
to eat it at all (Shulchan Aruch, YD 97:1).
The Siftei Da’at (ad loc. 1) posits that this
halacha is just for bread because it is the
foundation of classic meals. On the other
hand, the Aruch Hashulchan (YD 89:15)
extends the recommendation to remove
all of the food from the milchig table and
claims that this is the minhag. It makes
sense that Rav Feinstein would agree,
considering that the Beit Yosef/Hagahot
Oshri, which is the basis of his distinction
between required and recommended,
refers to all foods on the table.
The Badei Hashulchan (89:(209)), while
mentioning a dissenting view, accepts
Rav Moshe’s leniency regarding the
remaining loaf, to which we will now
add support (not a full proof). One of the
exceptions to the prohibition on milchig
(or fleishig) bread is if the loaf is small
enough to be expected to be finished in
one meal because it is then less likely a
mistake will occur (Shulchan Aruch, YD

97:1). This implies that in the standard
Talmudic case, one loaf was used for
more than one meal. Yet, in that standard
case, if the bread is pareve, it is not
considered a problem, even though often
one meal will be milchig and one fleishig.
Apparently, the only serious problem is
when there is actual contact between the
pareve bread and food of one type.
In a place without a clear minhag to not
reuse the salad at the different type meal,
it is logical to be pragmatic and subjective,
a direction the Badei Hashulchan (89:99)
embraces. If at the table, every salad has
a serving utensil, people do not reach in
to the salad bowl with soiled hands or
their personal flatware, and they do not
let the serving utensil touch their plate,
one can be lenient to reuse the salad.
When people are not careful (facemasks
are not necessary J), it makes more
sense (although not a full halachic
requirement) to follow the stringent
opinion/minhag.
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Percentage
Success

L

ast time we saw that Rabbeinu
Nissim permitted a dangerous
medical
treatment
on
two
conditions; that the danger was not
certain but there was a good chance of
success, and that the patient was critically
ill and would definitely die without the
treatment. It is forbidden to undergo
treatment if there is a high chance that
the therapy will be detrimental.
Some poskim, such as Rabbi Moshe
Feinstein, are of the opinion that
the critically ill patient can choose
a treatment that may well be fatal,
since in either scenario the person will
die. However, others only permit the
treatment if there is a decent chance of
success. Rav Elyashiv, the late posek in
Jerusalem, expressed the opinion that
if there is a 30% chance of success then
it is permitted to undergo the treatment
or administer the medication. If the
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chances of success are lower than 30%
he would not allow the patient to place
themselves in danger, even though there
was a good chance that they would die of
their illness.
It is very difficult to assess exactly
what is the chance of success of a new
medication since the outcome is often
a culmination and connection of many
different factors. The age, history,
genetics and strength of the patient will
be used to predict the outcome, but the
actual eventuality may be impossible to
calculate accurately. Still, Rav Elyashiv
felt that 30% success was sufficient to
allow using this medication even though
there is a 70% chance that it will make
the situation worse.

The projected success is even
less than 30%. Since he has no
other option, he is permitted
to take this risk
Rav Zilberstein, in his Shiurei Torah

Lerofim, explains his father-in- law’s,
Rav’s Elyashiv’s, psak. He differentiates
between the patient asking halachic
advice and the patient seeking permission
for using the new medication. In the
former case, we can advise that, according
to halachic sources, a person should not
place themselves in unnecessary danger.
Therefore, if the medication has less than
30% success potential, it should not be
used.
In the latter case, the critically ill
patient can choose to undergo medical
treatment in which the projected success
is even less than 30%. Since he has no
other option, he is permitted to take this
risk.
In conclusion, it is permitted to use

experimental medications if they contain
no halachic problem, such as non-kosher
ingredients, and are scientifically sound.
If there is a potential danger they should
not be used. In the case of the critically
ill person we should advise them not to
use a treatment that offers less than 30%
success rates, but the person themselves
is permitted to take the risk if their life
is in danger without the medication and
there is a chance that they will be healed
using this experimental treatment.
The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem
and helps couples from all over the world
who are experiencing fertility problems.
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
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Davening
at Kivrei
Tzadikim

M

any individuals spend much
time and energy - even money
- visiting Kivrei Tzadikim, the
graves of the righteous, here in Israel
and abroad, davening and petitioning
for their needs. Many have the custom
to visit the grave of a parent or a relative
on or before a yahrtzeit, or before the
Yamim Noraim.
But what is the source for the custom of
visiting graves? Is it permissible to pray at
a grave? And who exactly is one praying
to there?
A number of passages in the Talmud
and Midrash describe prayer at the
graves of the righteous:
The Talmud relates that Calev alone
went to Chevron and “separated himself
from the council of the Spies and went
and prostrated himself on the graves of
the fathers. He said to them, ‘My fathers,
request mercy for me that I be saved from
the council of the Spies’” (Sotah 34b. See
also Rashi to Bamidbar 13:22). Tosafot
(ad loc.) explains that Calev prayed to the
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Avot to inform them so that they in turn
will pray to Hashem and intervene on his
behalf.
The Midrash (Bereishit Rabbah 82:10)
describes how Ya’akov buried Rachel
on the road to Efrat so that she “request
mercy” for her children, the People of
Israel, when they are exiled to Babylonia.
The Midrash also relates how the
prophet Yirmiyahu went to the graves of
Avraham, Yitzchak, Ya’akov, Moshe, and
finally Rachel, to ask them to pray for
the Jewish People and intercede on their
behalf (Eichah Rabbah, Petichta 24).
As part of a series of fasts and
prayers instituted during a drought, the
community would go out to the cemetery
(Ta’anit 16a). The Talmud provides two
opinions for this practice: “One said,
‘It is as if we are considered before You
[Hashem] as corpses,’ and another said,
‘So that the dead will request mercy for
us.’” According to the second opinion, the
purpose for visiting a cemetery during a
drought is to ask the dead to intercede on
their behalf.
Another passage in the Talmud relates
how Rav Mani prostrated himself on the
grave of his father, the righteous Rav
Yonah, asking for his father’s help, as a
group of individuals were harassing him.
According to the story, Rav Mani was

answered from beyond the grave, when
the legs of the individuals’ horses became
stuck until they accepted upon themselves
to no longer bother him (Ta’anit 23b).
And later sources, like Sefer Chassidim
which compiles the teachings and
practices of the 12-13th mystical and
pietistic Chassidei Ashkenaz, find value in
being buried near one’s family as, “their
loved ones go and visit their graves and
request good for their souls... And when
they [the living] make requests of them
[the deceased], they will pray for the
living” (Sefer Chassidim, ed. Margoliot,
450).
But praying to the dead and asking
them to intervene on one’s behalf would
appear to be in conflict with one of the
very tenets of Judaism. According to the
Rambam, one of the Thirteen Principles of
Faith is that one may only serve Hashem
and “not make use of any intermediaries
to reach Him” (Peirush HaMishnah,
Sanhedrin Chap. 10, Yesod HaChamishi).
The Torah leaves out the resting place
of Moshe Rabbeinu, telling us “and no
one knows his burial place to this day”
(Devarim 34:6). According to the Ralbag,
the Bach and Rav Samson Raphael
Hirsch, this omission is intentional, so
that no one deifies Moshe, praying to him
instead of Hashem.
Praying to the dead and asking them
to intervene also smacks of “Doresh
el HaMeitim” (Devarim 18:11), the
prohibition against inquiring of the dead
(See Bach, Yoreh De’ah 217; Chochmat
Adam 89:7; Chayei Adam 138:5).
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The Maharam Schick defends the
practice of visiting the graves of the
righteous, even praying to them. He
explains that it is not a violation of Doreish
el Hameitim, inquiring of the dead, as
the ‘righteous are called living - even in
death.’ He adds that one is not making a
request from the dead, instead his request
is of Hashem, in the merit of the deceased
(Teshuvot Maharm Schick, Orach Chayim
293).
According to Rav Chaim Elazar Spira,
the Munkatcher Rebbe, the Talmud
defines the prohibition of Doresh el
HaMeitim as “one who starves himself
and goes and sleeps in the cemetery in
order that a spirit of impurity should rest
upon him” (Sanhedrin 65b). One praying
at the graves of the righteous is seeking
the spirit of holiness, not impurity. He is
also not starving himself or sleeping in
the cemetery. Citing precedents from the
Talmud and Midrash (see above) and the
Zohar, the Munkatcher Rebbe rules that
not only is it permissible to pray at the
graves of the righteous, but it is a mitzvah
(Teshuvot Minchat Elazar 1:68).
Based on the above, Dayan Yitzchak
Weiss defended the practice of placing
letters on the graves of the righteous (See
Minchat Yitzchak 8:53).
But according to some, one should not
visit the cemetery at all.
Both the Arizal and the Vilna Ga’on
warned against visiting graves for mystical
reasons, out of concern for the spiritual
impurity found in the cemetery. (Some,
however, explain that the Arizal only
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warned against visiting graves too often.
See Minchat Elazar 1:68).
In his “Halakhic Man,” Rav Yosef Dov
Soloveitchik records that the Vilna Ga’on,
the Beit Halevi, Rav Chaim of Brisk, and
his father Rav Moshe Soloveitchik, did
not visit the cemetery as, “The memory of
death would have distracted them from
their intensive efforts to study the Torah”
(Halakhic Man, p. 36).
In fact, Rav Soloveitchik’s students relate
that once when passing by a cemetery,
Rav Soloveitchik remarked to his driver
that he believes his father is buried there.
When asked why he was unsure, Rav
Soloveitchik admitted he was only there
once - at the time of burial.
A hesitation or discomfort with visiting
the cemetery would appear to be the
opinion of the Rambam as well. Based on
the Talmud Yerushalmi (Shekalim 2:5),
the Rambam writes, “We do not build
monuments for the righteous as their
words are their memorial,” but then adds,
“and one should not go and visit graves”
(Hilchot Eivel 4:4).
(Although according to some, it is
unclear if the Rambam’s intent is indeed to
prohibit visiting graves. See Kesef Mishnah
and Radbaz, ad loc.).
Despite the opposition, visiting the
cemetery has become ‘Minhag Yisrael.’
The Shulchan Aruch and Rama record the
practice of visiting the cemetery before
Rosh HaShana, Yom Kippur, and on Tisha
B’Av. In addition, many have the custom to
visit the cemetery on or before a yahrtzeit.

Many authorities defend the practice
of visiting the cemetery and even
praying there. They warn, however,
against praying to the dead. Instead, they
emphasize that one should direct his
prayer only to Hashem, with the hope
that he be answered in the merit of those
buried there (See Bach, Yoreh De’ah 217;
Maharil, Hilchot Ta’anit; Pri Megadim,
Orach Chayim 581:16; Eliyah Rabbah,
Orach Chayim 581:39; Be’er Heitev, Orach
Chayim 581:17; Chochmat Adam 89:7;
Chayei Adam 138:5).
The Mishnah Berurah (Orach Chayim
581:27) explains: “For a cemetery is the
resting place of the righteous, and prayers
are better accepted there. But don’t aim
your intentions towards the dead, rather
request of Hashem Yitbarach to have
mercy on you in the merit of the righteous
buried in the earth.”
A famous story about Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach zt”l puts things
into perspective: Once, a student of
Kol Torah asked permission from Rav
Shlomo Zalman to visit the graves in
Northern Israel. The young student’s
concern was ‘bittul Torah,’ perhaps his
time would be better spent studying in
the Beit Midrash. Rav Shlomo Zalman
answered, “To pray at the graves of the
righteous you have to go all the way to
the Galil? Whenever I feel the need to
pray at the graves of the righteous, I go
to Mt. Herzl, to the graves of the holy
soldiers who died ‘al kiddush Hashem,’
in the sanctification of Hashem’s Name”
(See Rav Yosef Eliyahu, “Oro Shel Olam,”
p. 380).
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Buying a Tree
in a Nursery
Outside of
Israel, part II

L

ast week we asked whether we can
include the years that the tree grew
in the nursery in the orlah count, or if
the count begins again when transplanted
at home (with its clod of earth).

Photo: Torah VeHa’aretz Institute
In Israel we are stringent when there is
a doubt about orlah; to consider nursery
orlah years necessary special orlah
supervision (most private nurseries are
not supervised). Otherwise, the orlah count
starts afresh from when transplanted at
home. This is because trees in nurseries
often grow on surfaces that detach them
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from the soil (giving them the status of
atzitz she’eino nakkuv, unperforated
planters). While trees growing in
unperforated planters are obligated in
orlah rabbinically, trees growing in the
ground are obligated biblically.
Outside Israel we are lenient when there
is a doubt about orlah, to the extent that
even a slight possibility a tree isn’t orlah is
sufficient to permit the fruit. Here there is
such a doubt: the sapling might have stood
directly on the ground from the time it was
planted until it was purchased (=situational
doubt). We can add the opinion of several
posekim (including Rabbi Ovadia Yossef)
that even trees growing in unperforated
planters are obligated biblically in orlah
(=halachic doubt).
Thus, outside Israel we can be lenient
and count the tree’s nursery years. One
should ask the nursery owners how old the
tree is and then calculate the remainder of
orlah years. However, if it is clear the tree
stood on a detached surface we cannot
be lenient: this is not a doubt, rather a
certainty. However, it seems that we need
not inquire about this.
In conclusion: outside Israel, it is
possible to be lenient and included
nursery years in the orlah count unless
one knows that the tree stood on a
detached surface.
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Everyday
Heroism
ֹאכל
ַ ִש ַּכב ַעד י
ְׁׂא לֹא י
ַש
ָּ ֲרי י ְִתנ
ִ ֶהן ָעם ְּכ ָל ִביא יָקוּם ו ְַכא
ִש ֶּתה
ְֲׁל ִלים י
ָ ֶט ֶרף ו ְַדם ח
Behold, a people that rises like a
lioness and lifts itself up like a lion. He
does not lie down until he eats its prey and
drinks the blood of the slain. (Bamidbar

23:24)
Bila’am testifies that we are “a people
that rises like a lioness and lifts itself
up like a lion.” The imagery of military
heroism is clear: we are a nation that rises
up and fights its enemies until victory.
This well-known verse gained a special
significance after the Holocaust. Balak is
the bar mitzva parsha of the late Naphtali
Lau-Lavie z”l, which he read in his home
town of Piotrkow, Poland, before the War.
He took the words “a people that rises like
a lioness” as his motto in life. With this
phrase he survived the Holocaust, saved
the life of his younger brother (former
Chief Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau), made aliya
to Israel, and was part of the generation
that established the State of Israel. He
also titled his Hebrew autobiography “A
Nation as Strong as a Lioness” (published
as Balaam’s Prophecy in English) which

became a best-seller.

It is important to get up in the
morning with vigor
How are we to apply this verse in our
lives, in a generation that is not living
through life-altering historical events?
Drinking a cup of coffee is not exactly
a heroic way to start the day. So how
do we “rise up like a lioness”? Rashi
provides an answer: “When they wake
up in the morning, they demonstrate the
vigor of a lion in grabbing mitzvot. They
put on tzitzit, recite the Shema, and don
their tefillin.” These small actions by the
individual also have value. It is important
to get up in the morning with vigor. Our
day-to-day schedule is sometimes like a
battlefield and at times we require the
heroism of a lion to get through it and do
what we are supposed to.
Sivan Rahav-Meir is an Israeli journalist,
currently on shlichut for the World Mizrahi
movement to the US. She is the author of
#Parasha (Menorah Press) and Reaching
to Heaven (Artscroll). She is now offering
a new bat mitzvah workshop in Hebrew
and English: https://bm.sivanrahavmeir.
com/en/. To receive her daily insight on the
portion of the week, text your name to: 97258-679-9000
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Do Curses
Really Work?

B

alak, King of Moav, called on
Bil’am to curse the Nation of
Israel. Bil’am responded that he
must wait for G-d’s instructions. After
Bil’am was told by G-d not to curse Israel,
“For it is blessed”, Bil’am says (Bamidbar
23:8) “How can I curse whom G-d has
not cursed”, and thereby got Balak very
angry. It seems that Bil’am realized that
cursing has no real physical effect, while
Balak believed that curses could be
effective and enable him to defeat Israel.
The Torah (Sh’mot 22) prohibits
us to curse judges and leaders and
prohibits cursing parents, which is
punishable by death (Sh’mot 21:17).
Another prohibition forbids cursing a
deaf person (Vayikra 19). Commenting
on this prohibition, Rashi there cites
the Midrash that this verse also forbids
cursing any living person.
Ramban explains that the Torah found
it necessary to specify that we may not
curse even a deaf person, who does
not hear the curse and is therefore not
angry or upset by the curse. Therefore,
it is certainly prohibited to curse a
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TORAH TIDBITS / BALAK 5780

person who can hear and may suffer
humiliation, anger and distress on
hearing someone curse him.

Therefore this prohibition
of cursing is so severe.
Cursing is one of only three
transgressions that involve
no action but is nevertheless
punished by lashes
The
Sefer
Hachinuch
(231)
acknowledges that he does not
understand how curses affect the
victim, but does state clearly that a
curse can harm a person. He therefore
writes, “The root of the Mitzva not to
curse is that we should not verbally
harm others, just as we may not harm
them physically.”
The Sefer Hachinuch then cites
Rambam’s opinion that the reason for
this Mitzva not to curse, is to eliminate
anger and vengeance from people’s
hearts. The Chinuch deduces from this
explanation that Rambam does not
agree with his view, and maintains
that curses have no effect at all, it’s
all psychological. Therefore, this
prohibition is merely an educational

device to improve our moral character.
Rambam (Guide for the Perplexed
111) also writes that most people
consider verbal curses more severe
than physical damage. He implies that
although the masses indeed entertain
such a notion, it is not true, and only
due to this mistaken impression,
therefore this prohibition of cursing is
so severe. Cursing is one of only three
transgressions that involve no action
but is nevertheless punished by lashes.
Thus, Bil’am could not curse the
Jewish People at all according to
Rambam, since no one can actually
really curse anyone. According to the
Chinuch, the explanation would be that
even if a person’s curse is effective,
G-d’s blessing overcomes and cancels
every curse.
However, it gets even better. The
Torah informs us (Devarim 23:6), “G-d
refused to listen to Bil’am, and G-d
overturned the curse to a blessing,
because your G-d really loves you.”
According to the Talmud, when
someone curses another person,
the curse boomerangs back to the
curser. Therefore, King David, who
cursed Yoav, his IDF Chief of Staff,
the curse came back to King David’s
descendants.
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Towards
Meaningful
Tefilla

I

t is well-known that one of the biggest
challenges in our Avodat Hashem
that we face in today’s generation is
the ability to truly connect to Hashem
through our Tefilla. We all daven, we go to
shul, we go through the motions, but what
do we feel? Is our davening a spiritual
experience in which we truly feel that we
are connecting and communicating with
HaKadosh Baruch Hu? If we are honest
with ourselves, most of us will admit that
the answer is no. We may have a burst of
inspiration here or there, but overall, our
Tefillot are dry and superficial. Nobody
wants this to be the reality, but we simply
don’t know how to fix it.
The author of the book Tziyunei Derech
on Tefilla writes in his introduction that
in past generations, people grew up on
Emunah. Their homes were built purely
on complete faith in Hashem and Yirat
Shamayim. Their streets were filled with
kedusha and they understood clearly
from birth that everything comes directly
from Hashem. And so even though most of
them didn’t know any Hebrew and didn’t
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TORAH TIDBITS / BALAK 5780

understand the words of the Tefilla at all,
their davening came straight from the
heart and they would cry out to Hashem
with real tears and sincerely connect to
Him in every single tefilla.
Nowadays, though, he writes that
we have the exact opposite. We speak
Hebrew, we understand the words (and
if we don’t, we have Artscroll, Koren, and
interlinear, and all of the resources at
our fingertips), but yet we cannot daven
properly. We have grown up in a society
where everything is superficial and there
is a lack of a focus on the internal and on
a deep and real connection with Hashem.
And because of this, we simply cannot
connect to our Tefillot. We were not
trained to be able to cry out to Hashem
and to feel that there is Someone listening
to our Tefillot who is there for us.
And so what is the solution? The author
of Tziyunei Derech suggests that perhaps
we need to start from where we are
comfortable. Let’s examine the words
and try to get to the internal meaning
and messages of the words, and maybe
from there we can awaken the inner
emotions and longing for a relationship
with Hashem. In fact, Rav Shlomo Volbe
writes that if a person finds himself in
a situation where he is in the middle of
davening and he realizes that he just is
not able to concentrate, he should focus

on the specific words he is up to, to try
and understand the meaning, and then
he will be able to bring himself back into
focus.

Our Rabbis spiced up the
Tefillot so that we should find
pleasure in saying them and
be motivated to want to daven
and nourish our souls
The  סבא מקלםwrites that when the
Anshei Knesset HaGedola (Men of the
Great Assembly) wrote the words of the
siddur, they embedded in each word
many lofty and meaningful ideas. So if a
person wants to be inspired in his tefilla,
he needs to spend time understanding
these deeper meanings. He expands and
says that just like Hashem designed the
world in such a way that every food we
eat comes with a taste so that we will be
motivated to want to eat and nourish our
bodies, so too, our Rabbis spiced up the
Tefillot so that we should find pleasure in
saying them and be motivated to want to
daven and nourish our souls. Our job is to
delve into the words and to uncover these
deeper meanings.
My hope is that through this column,
we can explore together some of
these meanings and messages and
bring ourselves to a more meaningful
Tefilla experience. Writing a column
on Tefilla is a daunting task because
it almost implies that the writer is an
expert on the subject, which could not

be farther from the truth. But as Rav
Yissachar Rubin, the author of the sefer
באורי תפילה:  טללי אורותwrites, “It would be
appropriate for me to be too scared and
intimidated to delve into the Kodshei
HaKedoshim, the most holy words of
the Anshei Knesset haGedola, words
which are from another world, and to
say to myself – who am I to take on this
monumental task, this place where you
are “standing” is holy ground- קודש הוא
אדמת. But I thought about it some more
and I understood that my job is merely
to gather together and to organize the
ideas of all of our sages throughout the
generations regarding Tefilla, and to make
those ideas more accessible to people who
want to work on their Tefilla.” And so
drawing from his inspiration, I will try 'ה
 בעזרתto focus each week on another part
of the davening and to bring some of the
explanations brought down by various
meforshim, many of which are recorded
in the טללי אורות.
Please feel free each week to cut out
sections that speak to you and tape them
into your siddur or copy ideas into the
margins of your siddur, so that these
words don’t go in one ear and out the other
but rather, remain a lasting improvement
in your daily Tefilla.
It is my prayer that the research for
and writing of this column will help me
to improve my own Tefilla, and together
we will slowly reach the heights of
the previous generations, and learn to
connect with haKadosh Baruch Hu in a
very real way each and every day in our
Tefillot.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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WALK THROUGH
RABBI DAVID WALK
THE PARSHA WITH
Faculty, OU Israel

Tents &
Sanctuaries

D

on’t you miss shul? I certainly
do. I haven’t been to a regular
shul-based
minyan
since
Shushan Purim. Don’t get me wrong.
I appreciated my weeks on Zoom
minyanim, and I’m enjoying my outside
minyan in the park across Derech
Chevron from my apartment. But it’s
time to go back to my regular seat in
my usual minyan. There’s something
reassuring about that routine I’ve
been missing. There’s a lot to be said
about the traditional constancy of shul
normality, as expressed in the principle
of MAKOM KAVUA, a stable locus for
prayer. And the first instance of noting
that quotidian reality takes place in this
week’s Torah reading.
Of course, it comes from an
unexpected source, our erstwhile
nemesis, Bil’am. In the most famous
of his pronouncements, we hear: How
good are your tents O Ya’akov, your
dwellings O Yisrael (Bamidbar 24:5).
On the literal level, Bil’am is describing
the homes of our ancestors in the desert
encampment. There was something
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impressive about the way those ancient
Jewish dwellings appeared to an outside
observer. Rashi quotes the famous
Midrash that domiciles were arranged
to increase modesty.
However, over time the blessing has
been understood as referring to our
places of worship, spiritual centers. The
Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh gives two such
interpretations.
First, he explains that the reference is
to places of Torah study. He is extolling
the Jews’ commitment to devote time
to learning Torah. The ‘tents’ refer to
transient, non-formal study facilities,
and ‘sanctuaries’ to permanent, long
standing Torah institutions.
His second approach is to describe
the nation’s facilities for Divine
service and worship. The ‘tent’ was the
portable Temple or OHEL MOED of the
desert and first years in Eretz Yisrael.
While the term ‘sanctuary’ extols the
permanent cultic centers established in
Yerushalayim, which we still anticipate
replicating, IY”H soon.
The Ohev Yisrael, the Apter Rav
presents a very different understanding
of our verse. The Rebbe avers that the
essence of our verse doesn’t present the
dichotomy between OHEL (tent) and
MISHKAN (sanctuary), but between the

differing aspects (BECHINA) of Ya’akov
versus Yisrael.
Here’s the issue: Sometimes a person
gets involved in a certain activity and
doesn’t really notice or perceive the
Divine presence until the very end of the
undertaking. For example, one starts a
Sunday morning softball team. Over
time the players began going to minyan
and sharing a bagel breakfast with
benching. Eventually, a few teammates
attend a Chumash shiur. What began as
a social activity evolved into a spiritual
experience. That’s the aspect of Ya’akov,
from the term EIKEV, implying bottom
or end. The name is built upon the letter
YUD (representing God) appearing at
the EIKEV or end.

That’s the aspect of Yisrael.
If there isn’t Kedusha in
the program, Yisrael isn’t
interested in that activity
On the other hand, there are occasions
when the entire enterprise is understood
to be Divinely imbued immediately, at the
outset of the activity. This is achieved by
D’VEYKUT, attaching oneself to the Divine
Presence. Under those circumstances
there is a sense of Godliness at the very
inception of the project or activity. That’s
the aspect of YISRAEL or YASHAR E-L,
straight to God.
Now, we can understand the blessing
of this former blasphemer in a new light.
Bil’am is not praising the homes or shuls

of the Jews. He’s extolling our actions and
behavior. Sometimes, we are involved in
seemingly mundane tasks, but often those
worldly activities lead us to recognize
the spiritual value in everything we do.
That’s the Ya’akov effect; do it for this
world but it pays dividends in the World
to Come or spiritual realm.
Other times, we are inspired to work
on a holy project. The very purpose
of the endeavor was always for the
development of spiritual goals and ideals.
That’s the aspect of Yisrael. If there isn’t
Kedusha in the program, Yisrael isn’t
interested in that activity.
Both approaches build towards the
greatness of the Jewish nation. This can
often be true of shuls. I had a wonderful
friend, who is no longer physically with
us, who used to tell me that he never
cared why a person came to shul. It
might have been to shmooze or partake
in Kiddush, but once that individual is
present, great things can happen.
Let’s hope the shuls are back at full
force soon, welcoming many Ya’akov’s
and Yisrael’s. The results can only be
TOV!
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Upper-left is part of one of the very first
ParshaPixPuzzles of years ago. BLOCK
(sounds like BALAK) in a nest, which makes
it BLOCK BEN TZIPOR <<>> Globe wearing
an eye patch. Balak said that Israel covered
EIN HAARETZ, the eye of the Earth <<>>
Messengers came to Bil'am with K'SAMIM
B'YADAM, hence, the magic trick in the hand
<<>> Bil'am's donkey saw the sword drawn
in the angel's hand <<>> When the donkey
talks, she asks why he has hit her these
three REGALIM, 3 times. Commentaries
point out that it doesn't say P'AMIM, but
rather uses the word that refers to our
cycle of holidays and to the People who
observe them. The speech-bubble for the
donkey contains the question (mark) about
the three festivals <<>> Chicago basketball
player, one of the BULLS and a Los Angeles
football player, one of the RAMS. Bulls and
rams, 7 of each, were repeatedly offered
as sacrifices by Bil'am and Balak <<>>
Clapping hands - stands for Balak's striking
his hands together in disgust at Bil'am
VAYISPOK. A unique word in Tanach <<>>
The Xed out snake is also from Bil'am's
words, that there is no NACHASH in
Yaakov. His meaning is that we do not rely
on omens <<>> A "houseful of silver and
gold" <<>> Shul in the lower-left corner
reminds us of MA TOVU OHALECHA
YAAKOV... <<>> Lying across the bottom
of the PP is the ROMACH, the spear that
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Pinchas used to defend G-d's honor <<>>
River of oil from the pitcher is from the
haftara <<>> Reverse side of a US dollar is
a picture of the Great Seal: A pyramid with
an all-seeing eye on top. Sometimes called
the enlightened eye. Bil'am calls himself
the man with SH'TUM HA-AYIN. Living
Torah offers these meanings: enlightened,
future-seeing, seeing, open, true-sighted,
sleepless, evil, dislocated, blinded <<>>
The letter MEM begins the column in the
Torah that starts with MA TOVU... one
of only 5 columns (in most Sifrei Torah)
that do not start with a VAV <<>> The lion
cub is mentioned in Bil'am's description
of the people of Israel (Bamidbar 23:24
& 24:9) <<>> ET is for ITI, with me. This
word occurs 52 times in Tanach and
brings to mind the extraterrestrial who
wanted to phone home <<>> The Shofar
and crown go together and represent the
pasuk, Bamidbar 23:21, in which Bil'am
proclaims, "He has not seen iniquity in
Yaakov, nor has he seen perverseness in
Yisrael; HaShem his God is with him, and
the TRUMPET BLAST OF A KING (UTRU'AT
MELECH) is among them." <<>> Below the
crown on the right side is CHEF-E, as in
SHEFI, from 23:3 <<>> The name of the ZIM
shipping company comes from Parshat
Balak (Bamidbar 24:24): "V'TZIM, large
ships shall come from the ports of the Kitim,
and they will lay waste Assyria and Eber..."
<<>> The haftara begins with V'HAYA
SHE'EIRIT (or SHE'EIRIS - hashgacha) <<>>
ox grazing, to match Balak's description of
his impression of the multitude of Israel
<<>> The picture next the hand-clap is
of R' Eliyahu KiTov. The phrase KI TOV
occurs 15 time in the Torah. We'll focus on

the combination of VAYAR (and he saw)...
KI TOV, that it was good. This cuts our 15
down a bit. In the account of Creation, we
find that G-d saw... that it was good - six
times. I guess we need to add Chava to
the list. With her, the word is VATEIREH,
the woman (Chava) saw that the fruit of
the forbidden tree was good looking and
looked delicious. The Baker in prison with
Yosef saw that Yosef had interpreted the
Wine Stewards dream well, KI TOV PATAR.
Another woman with VATEIREH, this time
Yocheved, who saw that baby Moshe was
good, and she hid him... And then it was
Bil'am who saw that it was good to bless
the people of Israel... Something about
the use of KI TOV with Bil'am strikes as
an arrogance in light of the repeated use
of the term in the Creation account. Also,
in Yaakov's blessing to Yissachar (B'reishit
49), the Torah says VAYAR MENUCHA
KI TOV... "And he saw that resting was
good, and that the land was pleasant."
Commentaries variously explain that
Yissachar was to favor staying on its land,
working it, not into travel and warfare...
and was to develop a commitment to Torah
learning with their stay-at-home attitude
<<>> Towards the lower-right, is a $5 bill
and a lamb - that is, BILAAM <<>> The
sheep is saying something. Sheep always
say BAA and this one is also saying LOCK,
giving us BALAK <<>> Fellow in the picture
next to Chef-E is grandson Lavi - LAVI
occurs 4 times in the Torah, 2 of which are
in Balak <<>> The two guys in the lowerright make up a single word. There is MOE
of the Three Stooges and "the father of his
country" making AV. Together - MOAV <<>>
and then there are two Unexplaineds
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TEEN TALK

WITH RABBI URI PILICHOWSKI

Southern NCSY, Director of Israel Advocacy

What Should
We Do Over
the Summer?

T

his summer will be like no summer
we’ve ever experienced before.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, many
of the things we love to do, camps, malls,
large group tiyulim etc. aren’t options.
It’s almost like we’ve been robbed of our
vacation. With many options taken away,
what can we do?
There’s a great teaching I once read on
a milk carton when I was a kid, “If you
love what you do, you’ll never work a day
in your life.” That message taught me an
important lesson, find what you love to
do, and find ways to do it. Think about
what you love to do, (besides using your
phone) then ask people you know if they
know where you can do it.
It’s also a good idea to help other
people. Find an organization, a neighbor
or someone in your community that
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could use your help. Carve out some
time each week to help someone else. It
could be something as simple as playing
with a little kid in your neighborhood.
Don’t make the mistake of thinking that
only volunteering for a big organization
makes a difference, cheering up one
person by spending time with them,
whether it’s a local senior citizen to a
small kid with nothing to do all day,
makes a BIG difference.

Tell them that no task is
too small for you, making
or running to get coffee or
lunch, photocopying, filing,
whatever it is, you’re happy to
do it
A summer with “nothing to do”
gives you a chance to pick up a skill.
There are all sorts of free on-line
workshops, from learning how to play
a musical instrument, to painting, to
even learning a new language that
you can take advantage of and learn
a skill for life. Can you imagine if you
learned Spanish, French or Arabic this
summer? With only a few hours a day
investment, you could change your life
forever.

This is the strangest, but most
interesting piece of advice. Everyone
would like a great paying summer job
that can make you a lot of money. Those
jobs are going to be hard to find (hard,
not impossible) this summer because
a lot of businesses are struggling and
they’re not going to be hiring new
people. Here’s what you can do though
to get a job. Volunteer at the job you
want. I know, you’re thinking that if
the point of getting the job was to make
money, then volunteering doesn’t make
any sense. Hear me out. Let’s say there’s
someone in your neighborhood with
a job you’re interested in and would
love to learn about, ask that person
if you can volunteer for them. Tell
them that no task is too small for you,
making or running to get coffee or
lunch, photocopying, filing, whatever
it is, you’re happy to do it. You’ll gain
valuable experience, and if you do a
great job, you might even get a tip at the
end of the summer. Next summer, when
things, with Hashem’s help, get better,
they’ll hire you first!
Lastly, don’t forget to daven and study
Torah everyday. Find a friend, a teacher
or a parent and ask them if they have any
time, maybe 30 minutes a week to study
with you. Find a subject you like and
study it. Studying Torah and davening
everyday is essential to being a good Jew,
and with so many shiurim on-line and so
many people willing to study with you, it’s
so easy to do.
Also, don’t forget, you’re on vacation, so
go to the beach a few times and relax..
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CHIZUK & IDUD
for Olim & Not-yet-Olim

I

n this week’s Parasha we read the
following: “And Israel abode in
Shittim, and the people began to
commit harlotry with the daughters of
Moab. And they called the people unto
the sacrifices of their gods; and the
people did eat, and bowed down to their
gods. And Israel joined himself unto the
Baal of Peor; and the anger of HaShem
was kindled against Israel.”
At
first
glance
this
Biblical
account seems utterly foreign to
our contemporary situation. After
all, today, the Jewish people are not
involved in any of the classic forms of
avoda zara. We live in a time and place
where primitive forms of idol worship
have ceased to be part of the broader
culture. Even if we must still shy
away from foreign religious systems,
surely, the specific belief system of
the worshippers of Pe’or bears no
relevance to our current lives...
At second glance, however, one may
question this initial conclusion.
Before examining the actual worship
of Pe’or, let us begin by focusing on
what had attracted the people of Israel
in that direction. The Torah tells us that
the Jewish people began worshiping the
idol of Pe’or after having been enticed by
the daughters of Moav. This part of the
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BY RABBI YERACHMIEL RONESS
Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh

story we can easily relate to, since the
enticement of the Jewish People away
from their religion by the ‘daughters of
Moav’ continues to this day.
I am reminded of one specific case I
was personally involved in many years
ago.
A young man from a traditional home,
attended an Upstate University, fell
in love with a non-Jewish classmate,
and quickly abandoned his traditional
upbringing. When I heard he was about
to officially announce his engagement,
I tried to discuss the matter with the
young man’s parents, emphasizing
the fear that such a connection would
inevitably cause his link to the Jewish
People to be severed. What I heard from
them came as quite a surprise: It turned
out that the bride had three other sisters
who had all married Jews. The family
was connected to a Christian missionary
group which sought to “save” Jewish
souls by marrying them and enticing
them to join their belief.
Returning to Ba’al Pe’or, though, it is
both important, and instructive, to try
and understand the philosophy which
governed their behavior.
Rav Moshe Tzvi Neria zt”l, noted that
the idol worship of Baal Pe’or contrasted

with that of Baal Zefon– a deity
worshipped by the Egyptians, which
was stationed at the Egytian border.

For 40 years they had
preserved their holy
character, but now, upon
arriving at Shittim, and being
faced with a new atmosphere,
a new environment, they
changed their behavior
The worship of Baal Zefon targeted the
worshipper’s internal thoughts, while
Baal Peor was a public Avoda Zara where
one was required to reveal, and to expose,
their private parts to the public eye. The
publicized aspect of this worship may be
connected to the opening words of the
Passuk quoted earlier:
The Midrash notes that the Passuk we
quoted opens with the word “Vayeshev”,
and the nation settled in Shittim,
as opposed to the more common –
“Vayichan”, the nation encamped.
Vayeshev stresses the permanency of
the stop, as opposed to the transitory
character of a temporary encampment.
The nation had been travelling for forty
years in the hot desert, always realizing
that their abode was a temporary one
– permanence would only be found
once they entered into Eretz Yisrael…
However, upon arriving at Shittim,
something gave… they thought it would

be wise to settle down, enjoy the air and
drink from the abundant wells. “Vayachel
Ha’Am liznot”, the nation started to
engage in harlotry. The commentary
“Daat Zekeinim” states that “Vayachel
Ha’am” can also be read homiletically
to mean that they profaned themselves made themselves ‘Chullin’. For 40 years
they had preserved their holy character,
but now, upon arriving at Shittim, and
being faced with a new atmosphere, a
new environment, they changed their
behavior. Perhaps like the Yeshiva high
school student who behaved exemplary
while in Yeshiva, and elevated himself
even further during a year or two spent
in an Israeli Yeshiva, but once entering
the open atmosphere of the university
in the USA they almost inexorably are
deeply affected and their life course may
be changed.
A director of a Girls learning program
here in Israel once told me: “I can’t
recommend that a frum girl stay here in
Israel and study in an Israeli university.
It is much better for her spiritual future
that she attend an Ivy League College
in the USA instead.” In amazement I
asked whether the Director felt that
the exposure to the “Baal Peor” and
the concomitant exposure to alien
philosophies in the USA is safer than
attending a Jewish university in Eretz
Yisrael?
To me it was clear that living and
studying in Eretz Yisrael enhances not
only one’s Hashkafa but also maximizes
the opportunity to meet and date
members of the Jewish Faith.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

Balak –
Drawing Lines

seducing Israelites, culminating in the
public display of lewd behaviour between
Zimri, a Jewish leader, with a Midianite
princess (Bamidbar. 25:6).

P

Such immorality is especially strange
given the acute proximity to the
inspiring revelations that the people
have experienced until this point. Their
lives have been dependent on miracles,
including the protection of a pillar of fire at
night and a pillar of cloud during the day.
They have had all of their physical needs
provided for, including the extraordinary
portions of manna. And each day they
have been drawing closer to their dream
of entering the Promised Land. They can
almost smell the hummus so to speak and
yet they sink to an all-time moral low.
How could this have happened?

arshat Balak has all the makings of
a crazy pantomime – a frightened
king, an evil prophet and a talking
donkey. And not dissimilarly from a
pantomime, good prevails over evil. The
prophet Bil’am, who is called upon to
curse to the people, finds himself unable
to utter anything other than blessings:
How goodly are your tents, O Jacob,
your dwelling places, O Israel…
Those who bless you shall be blessed,
and those who curse you shall be cursed
(Bamidbar 24:5-9).
Rashi interprets the word ‘goodly’ to
refer to the praiseworthy practice of
the people, of organising their tents in
a modest arrangement such that the
openings did not face one another (Rashi
on Bamidbar 24:5). The people had a
strong moral compass guiding them, and
they arranged themselves physically in
a way that preserved their privacy and
modesty.
It is therefore bewildering that just a few
verses later we read of the moral demise of
the people, with Moabites and Midianites
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A brief glance over the events
of our biblical history reveals the
almost unbeatable strength of our evil
inclination, and the relative weakness we
have shown throughout the ages in the
face of temptation. We read of Adam and
Chava eating from the forbidden fruit.
We learn of Cain killing Abel, and we
read of the generation of the flood being
destroyed for having sunk to the depths of
corruption and violence (B’reishit. 6:11).
Perhaps it is for this reason that Rashi
interprets the words in Vayikra, ‘and

you shall be holy,’ to mean, ‘separate
yourselves from sexual immorality
and from sin, for whenever one finds a
barrier against sexual immorality, one
finds holiness’ (Rashi on Vayikra. 19:2).
Rashi focuses not on seeking out holy
endeavours, but on separating ourselves
from that which is forbidden – that which
would tempt us to act immorally. This
is how to establish an atmosphere of
holiness in our lives.
Ramban takes the obligation one
step further. When interpreting the
words ‘And you shall be holy,’ rather
than focusing on separating ourselves
from that which is forbidden, he
turns the emphasis onto that which is
permitted (Ramban ad loc). According
to his interpretation, the commandment
implies that even if one lives according to
the letter of the law, one can still violate
its spirit. He thus advocates a lifestyle of
restraint, even from that which one is
allowed to enjoy. In order to achieve true
holiness, according to Ramban, it is not
enough to separate ourselves from the
immorality around us. Rather, we must
learn to recognise our weaknesses and
that which triggers our temptations, and
to distance ourselves from situations that
may cause us to stumble, even if they are
technically in the realm of acts permitted
by the Torah.
Perhaps this is the key to the drastic fall
into immorality that the Jewish people
experience. They know how to separate
themselves from that which is forbidden.
We see this when they arrange their
tents in a modest manner. They almost

get it right. But unfortunately they fail
to distance themselves that one stage
further, to separate also from that which
was permissible. Their proximity to
the Moabite and Midianite women was
not forbidden per se. Yet according to
Ramban’s understanding of the command
to be holy, we need to extend our antennae
beyond that which is obviously forbidden.
We must avoid situations of temptation
at all costs. We should not remove
ourselves from the real world and
therefore, this idea beckons each of us
to be self-aware enough to avoid our
personal pitfalls. Perhaps this is why
the command to be holy is more general
– because its application is inherently
subjective.
Inside all of us are powerful inclinations
against which it can be difficult to battle.
We all know our strengths and our
weaknesses, and the triggers most likely
to lead us towards temptation. In order to
succeed in navigating ourselves towards
the paths of goodness and holiness, we
must actively avoid situations that may
place us at risk of temptation from our
inner enemies. In this episode in the
Torah, the inner enemy is the temptation
towards immorality. Yet there are many
other everyday temptations waiting to
trip us. It is up to all of us to identify these
triggers and to distance ourselves from
them. If we succeed in separating from
them, we will be blessed with a life of
holiness.
Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and
learn more at www.RabbiBenji.com
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
Avraham Zvi Thau
Jerusalem Chapter
Director
Searching For The Good
The mishna in Pirkei Avot 4:1 says:
“”איזהו חכם הלומד מכל אדם. I have heard
from a few of my Rabbanim that this does
not mean that everyone has something
positive that we can learn from them.
Sometimes, the best lesson to learn from
someone is what not to do. With this
principle in mind, I pose the following
question: What can we learn from Bilam?
There are two characteristics that
I believe we can learn from Bilam:
determination and searching/ vision.
Bilam speaks with Hashem several times
and Hashem tells him not to go help
Moav. He was not deterred from asking a
second time to go with these individuals.
Later, when Bilam is with Balak, he tries
on three occasions to curse Bnei Yisrael.
The Gemara (Masechet Brachot Daf 7)
says that Bilam knew the exact moment
when Hashem was angry and he planned
on cursing Am Yisrael then. Fortunately
his curse ended up blessing us, but we
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see he never gave up. Bilam tried again
and again just to curse Bnei Yisrael. His
tenacity, motivation, and sheer willpower
is something we should all learn from.
Imagine the impact we could have if we
did the same thing for something good?!

We need to be looking for
what Hashem wants from us
Bilam has a lack of vision which
hinders his ability to seek out Hashem.
In
contrast,
regarding
Avraham
by the Akeida, the pasuk tells us
וישא אברהם את עיניו וירא את המקום מרחוק.
Avraham is someone who is looking for
what he needs to do. He is constantly
searching for Hashem and committed
to serve him. Bilam strikes his donkey
who refuses to move since he fails to see
the angel of Hashem blocking the path.
I believe this is so because he can’t “see”
what he is not looking for.
We need to be looking for what Hashem
wants from us and to search him out. We
need to go about this with the same tenacity
that Bilam had to curse Am Yisrael! At
times the challenge may seem too great
but we cannot give up. Rather we need to
buckle down and fight for our relationship
with Hashem because as it says in sefer
Devarim כי קרוב אליך הדבר מאוד.

David Newman
Jerusalem,
11th Grade
Avinu Malkeinu
V’chaveireinu
“God is not a man that He should lie,
nor is He a mortal that He should relent.
Would He say and not do, speak, and
not fulfill?... He does not look at evil
in Jacob, and has seen no perversity in
Israel; the Lord, his God, is with him,
and he has the King’s friendship.” These
two passages are fundamental parts of
Bil'am’s second blessing of Israel. Bil'am
says that God is both trustworthy, and
a friend to Israel. This illustrates two
important points about our relationship
with God.

Friendship can be one of the
strongest bonds a person can
have. However, friendship is
earned, not given
To begin with, Bil'am declared how
God isn’t like a man who can lie when
it suits him. It is also said how God does
not “relent” and it continues to say
“Would he say and not do, or speak and
not confirm?” This is all indicative of
how God has made his eternal covenant
with Israel. A covenant ratified by the
Avot and imbued upon the Children of
Israel. Bil'am is, in a sense, affirming the
fact that Israel will never be replaced,
nor will the Torah be replaced.

However, the blessing continues by
declaring a facet of Israel’s relationship
with God as, “the King’s friendship.” And
herein lies a beautiful duality of Israel’s
relationship with God. God will always
remember his covenant with Israel. But,
that will not guarantee us immunity
from God’s anger if we sin. God is, “Avinu
Malkeinu,” but he can also be our friend.
Friendship can be one of the strongest
bonds a person can have. However,
friendship is earned, not given.
All of this was said by Bil'am. A man
chastised by commentary as a wicked
person. This makes his statement all the
more powerful. Balaam, declaring God’s
greatness is juxtaposed to the end of the
Parsha where the Jews worship the BaalPeor. It is said that Jews have an innate
bond with God, but shouldn’t we strive
to earn that bond on our own merits?
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, and
empower teen olim to the Land of Israel by
encouraging passionate Judaism through
Torah and Tradition. Find out more at
israel.ncsy.org

CHESED FUND

Please help us help the 40 individuals
and families who turn to us for help
Make checks (Israeli, only) payable to
the "Chesed Fund" and send
them to

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND
att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk
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Now available!!
T HE TOR AH TIDBITS
D IGITAL E D ITION

Re a d & Pr i n t y o u r Fa v o r i te C o l u m n s
T h e s a m e To r a h T i d b i t s
you've loved for decades
now available in your inbox

To subscribe go to www.torahtidbits.com
and click on the SUBSCRIBE button
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TH E N E W

C O M IN G SO O N
16 Times Faster
State-of-the-art Search Technology
Brand New Job Board
Premier Real Estate Portal
Largest Database of
Anglo Professionals

STAY TUNED!

