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Love Him 
More

Rebbe Meshulam Feish HaLevy Lowy 
of Tosh, zy’a, (d. 2015), the beloved 
and righteous Tosher Rebbe, was 

known for his exceptional ahavas Yisrael, his 
great love for every Jew. The Rebbe founded 
“Kiryas Tosh”, a Canadian shtetl in memory 
and honor of the Hungarian city destroyed 
during the War, and he personally oversaw 
every aspect of communal life there.  

A maggid shiur, a lecturer in the Kiryas 
Tosh yeshiva, came to the Rebbe to com-
plain about one of the students. Despite 
being given numerous opportunities, this 
young man failed to meet the most basic 
standards befitting a yeshiva student. Not 
only was his attendance very poor, when 
he did show up to davening and shiur his 
behavior was antagonistic, and his pres-
ence undermined the respect and author-
ity of the yeshiva’s Rabbeim. Speaking on 
behalf of other members of the staff, the 
maggid shiur suggested that there was no 
choice but to expel the delinquent talmid 
from the yeshiva.

The Tosher Rebbe looked the educator 
deeply in the eyes, and in a soft, serious 
tone, he asked, “And what if he was my 
son?” The Rebbe repeated the question 
three times, tugging on the maggid shiur’s 
sleeve each time as he said it, making it 
clear that he was really asking, “What if it 
was your son?”

“And Yitzchak loved Eisav because tzayid 
b’fiv, his game was in his mouth… and Esav 
came from the field, and he was faint” 
(25:28-9).

The Midrash describes how Eisav arrived 
‘faint’ from hunting in the field, worn 
out from violent pillaging and exhausted 
from committing lewd acts and murder 
(Bereishis Rabba, 63:12). There are a 
multitude of opinions and attempts by the 
mefarshim to reconcile and understand 
the complicated family dynamics of our 
Avos, and whether or not our forefather 
Yitzchak was aware of his son’s evil 
ways is a matter of much discussion and 
debate among our sages. According to the 
Midrashic explanation shared by Rashi, 
tzayid b’fiv means Esav would ‘entrap’ his 
father with ‘his mouth’, using misleading 
and disingenuous questions to verbally 
deceive him. Whether Yitzchak Avinu 
turned a blind eye out of willful ignorance, 
or was being duped and misled, is a matter 
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of interpretation and perspective.  

“And it came to pass when Yitzchak was 
old, and his eyes were too dim to see, that 
he called Esav, bno ha-gadol, his elder son, 
and said to him, ‘Bni’ my son” (27:1)... Rashi 
offers a p’shat, a literal interpretation, as to 
why Yitzchak became visually impaired. It 
was due to the incense smoke offered by 
the idolatrous gentile wives of Esav. 

Sifsei Kohen points out that the Torah 
records no less than ten times in which 
Yitzchak refers to Eisav as b’ni, “my 
son”. This fact accentuates the powerful 
connection and unconditional love of a 
father who never gave up on his child, 
despite the tragic litany of wrongdoings, 
evils and failures. 

Our Sages depict a conversation between 
the Ribbono Shel Olam and the Avos, 
who have been gathered together in the 
upper world to discuss the wellbeing of 
the Jewish People. The Gemara (Shabbos, 
89b) describes how Hashem informs our 
Avos that “your children” have strayed 
from the path of Torah and Mitzvot. Both 
Avraham and Yaakov Avinu agree that 
their descendants deserve to be punished; 
Yitzchak Avinu however, rises to our 
defense: “Are they (Klal Yisrael) only my 
children?! Ribbono shel Olam, are they not 
Your children as well?”

The conclusion of the episode in the 
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Gemara comes in response to the pleas 
and defense of Yitzchak Avinu: Hashem 
relents, and spares us from destruction. 
The irony of this episode is that out of all 
our Avos and Imahos, it is Yitzchak who 
is known for embodiment of the mida of 
Gevurah, severity and judgment.

Rebbe Yitzchak Meir, the Chidushei haRim 
of Gur, zy’a, says there is a powerful 
message and lesson in the counterintuitive 
way Yitzchak Avinu relates to Eisav. 
Yitzchak never gave up on his son; he never 
stopped believing in Eisav’s potential for 
good, and that he could redeem himself. 
Our sages taught that Ovadiah haNavi, 
and the great Tannaim Rebbe Meir and 
Rebbe Chanina ben Teradyon, are counted 
among the righteous descendants of Eisav. 

In loving Eisav unconditionally, seeing 
beneath the harsh, crude externals and 
relating to the inner point of Eisav’s soul, 
Yitzchak Avinu provides the blueprint for 
us. We are given instructions how to relate 
to others, especially children and students. 
We are to see beyond externals to their 
potential and their pure essence.

A distraught Jew came to the Baal Shem 
Tov to receive the tzadik’s blessing and 
guidance regarding a pressing family 
matter: his oldest son had abandoned 
Jewish practice, Torah and mitzvot almost 
completely. “Tell me,” the Baal Shem Tov 
inquired, “do you love your son?” “Of 
course I do!” the man cried. 

“Then love him even more,” was the Baal 
Shem Tov’s response. “Love him more.” 
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