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This week I’d like to share 
a special OU fact that many of you may 
not know. One of the things that is 
unique about OU Kosher, in contrast to 
other kashrut agencies, is that we put 
100% of our revenue into community 
programming. 

In meetings I’ve had over the years with 
people around the world, including CEOs 
of OU Kosher companies, most people 
do not realize that by choosing the OU 
for their product or purchasing, one is 
directly helping the OU’s wide-range of 
programming. This helps a multiplicity 
of programming, from OU Israel Center 
Shiurim, to at-risk teens, Yachad, JLIC, 
NCSY, Taglit and more. 

This fact brings me tremendous pride. Not 
only is OU Kosher providing high level 
kashrut for a global community, but it is 
helping us enhance and inspire the lives of 
Jews - young and old alike. 

Since the start of the coronavirus 
pandemic, I have had opportunities to 
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meet with the CEOs and management at 
numerous OU Kosher companies here in 
Israel. Many of them are going through 
tremendously tough times. 

Last week I had the privilege of participat-
ing in an uplifting annual Terumot and 
Masserot ceremony at the Psagot Winery, 
along with my OU Israel Kosher col-
leagues, Rabbi Yissachar Dov Krakowski 
and Rabbi Ezra Friedman. The winery re-
cently moved to Shaar Binyamin, where 
we saw breathtaking views and felt kedu-
shat Eretz Yisrael as we participated in this 
special Mitzvah. Unfortunately, before we 

left we heard 
about the 
tremendous 
chal lenges 
they are fac-
ing this year. 
A significant 
segment of 
their busi-
ness comes 
from tourism 

and the hotel and restaurant industry that 
have been hit very hard. They are not the 
only Israeli company which is suffering. 

As such, I am proud that OU Israel is 
involved in promoting a national campaign 
to help Israeli businesses. The campaign, 
called ‘Blue/White Friday’, is encouraging 
Israeils to buy local products in an attempt 
to help keep Israeli businesses on their 
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feet during these trying times.  We believe 
in this campaign and hope that you 
participate by purchasing Israeli products 
and help promote it as well. 

We know that one of the beautiful 
concepts regarding giving Tzedaka is 
“Aniyei Ircha Kodmim” (the poor in your 
city take precedence over poor people in 
other cities). As we enter into the month 
of Kislev, many of us are thinking about 
purchasing Chanukah gifts. As Jews and 
as Israelis, let’s remember that we have 
a unique obligation to support our local 
brothers and sisters. 

As we look to bring light to the world over 
Chanukah, let’s spread even more light by 
supporting Israeli companies and helping 
our extended family to support themselves 
and allow them to continue to provide 
their products and services for many years 
to come. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  
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May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten


