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WEEKLY INSPIRATION
The trait of open heartedness - to include the whole world, all of humanity - belongs to Avraham.
When it comes from a recognition of the special stand of Am Yisrael, and from that flows a love of all
people - that is praiseworthy; like Avraham, the father of many nations.
Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKoehen Kook ztl (Orot, p.169)
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SHABBAT MEVARCHIM KIDDUSH LEVANA
This Shabbat Chayei Sarah we bench Rosh Chodesh Kislev.
Rosh Chodesh is on Tuesday, November 17
.ראש חדש כסלו יהיה ביום שלישי הבא עלינו ועל כל ישראל לטובה
 שבע דקות וחלק אחד,4 המולד יהיה מחר ביום ראשון בשעה

Earliest Kiddush Levana 3 Days after Molad 3 Kislev/ Wed. night Nov. 18
7 Days After Molad 7 Kislev/Sun. night Nov. 22
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana Until... 13 Kislev/ Sun. night November 29 , All night
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CANDLE LIGHTING

OTHER
Z'M A N I M

A N D H AV DA L A T I M ES

JERUSALEM
CANDLES

CHAYEI SARAH

HAVDALA

TOLDOT

Candles

Havdala

4:05 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 5:19 4:02 5:16
4:23 Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)
5:22 4:20 5:19
4:24 Beit Shemesh / RBS
5:20 4:20 5:17
4:21 Gush Etzion
5:19 4:17 5:17
4:21 Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba 5:20 4:17 5:17
4:21 Modi’in / Chashmona’im
5:19 4:17 5:17
4:21 Netanya
5:19 4:17 5:17
4:23 Be’er Sheva
5:21 4:20 5:19
4:22 Rehovot
5:20 4:18 5:18
4:05 Petach Tikva
5:20 4:02 5:17
4:20 Ginot Shomron
5:19 4:17 5:16
4:09 Haifa / Zichron
5:18 4:06 5:15
4:19 Gush Shiloh
5:18 4:16 5:15
4:21 Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel
5:20 4:18 5:17
4:20 Giv’at Ze’ev
5:19 4:17 5:16
4:21 Chevron / Kiryat Arba
5:20 4:18 5:17
4:23 Ashkelon
5:22 4:20 5:19
4:22 Yad Binyamin
5:20 4:18 5:18
4:12 Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden
5:16 4:09 5:13
4:17 Golan
5:16 4:13 5:13
Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 5:57 PM • next week - 5:54 pm
TImes According to My Zmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities,
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director,
OU Israel

will forever cherish. Over the years, the OU
seeked guidance from the Rav Feinstein
zt”l for NCSY, Kashrut and other sheilot.

This past week was a very
difficult one of Klal Yisrael. We lost two
luminaries, Rav Dovid Feinstein zt”l and
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks zt”l. I feel truly
blessed to have had the zechut to meet
both of these Gedolim. While my words
cannot do justice to their legacies and
so much has been said about these two
giants, I do hope we can all be inspired by
my personal perspective.

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks zt”l is another
leader of our generation who I was zoche
to meet at several OU events. It amazed me
that Rabbi Sacks zt”l had a unique ability
to share the beauty of Judaism to people of
all different backgrounds and walks of life.
In an era when so many people are stuck
in their beliefs, Rabbi Sacks zt”l was able to
connect people and spread faith and unity.
This was clearly not an easy feat, but it was
an integral part of who this great leader
was and the legacy he left behind. In
particular, Rabbi Sacks’ zt”l speech at the
Chabad Conference in 2011 left a strong
mark on me. It is an honor and privilege
to print Rabbi Sacks’ zt”l weekly Dvar
Torah in Torah Tidbits. Like many of you,
no matter how busy things were, I made
sure to read it each week to enhance my
Shabbat.

In general, when I travel for OU business
during the month of Elul, I make sure to
return to Israel for Selichot. Last year,
for a variety of reasons, I was in America
the first night of Selichot and wanted to
find a meaningful place to daven. After
thinking about it for a bit, I realized that
if I was already in New York, I should
take advantage of davening with Rav
Dovid Feinstein zt”l at the Mesivta Tiferes
Yerushalayim Yeshiva on Manhattan’s
lower east side. My good friend brought
me, and I gained tremendous chizuk and
inspiration watching Rav Feinstein zt”l, at
the age of 90, daven with so much kavana,
strength, and humility so late into the
night. After Selichot I was zoche to shake
the Gadol HaDor’s hand and receive a
Bracha. While I met Rav Feinstein zt”l on
multiple occasions, this was a moment I
4
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May we be zoche to follow in the path of
these tzadikim – in humility, in the study
of Torah, and in connecting the world to
Hashem’s beauty.

יהיה זכרם ברוך

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel

Hosting a Simcha?
Save Time, Money & Effort
LD Events
Lenny Davidman
Office: (02) 673-0721
Cell: 054-557-3101
Lenny@LDEVENTS.com

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, Nov 3 - Shira Smiles shiur was sponsored by
Darlene Herman for the Birthday of her son Yisrael
Eliyahu ben Doba Chaika 19 Cheshvan
(Eng. birth. Nov 3) - May he have a long life with good
health, parnasa tova, joy and good deeds together with
a life partner to build a home filled with shalom till 120
Tuesday, Nov 3 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur was
sponsored by Rachel Ben Shmuel  לעילוי נשמתher
late Mom - Ita Raiza bas Aharon Shlomo and
Sara Leah a”h
Wednesday Nov 4 - Rabbi Kimche’s shiur was sponsored
by Arlene Gherman in honor of her husband
Stuart Gherman - Shlomo Shmuel ben Moshe Gershon
on his 75th birthday
Tuesday, Nov 10 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur
Sunday, Nov 15 - Rabbi Adler’s shiur
Tuesday Nov 17 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur
Wednesday Nov 18 - Rabbi Manning’s shiur
L’ilui Nishmat our parents
 אסתר בת אהרון ע”ה,שלמה בן אהרון ז”ל
 אסתר בת משלום שמואל ע”ה,אשר בן אביגדור ז”ל
by Dr and Mrs Benjamin Sprecher

True wholesaler from the diamond
boursa with over 25 years experience
member diamond dealers club

∙

Engagement Rings Stud Earrings
Pendants Tennis Bracelets

∙

050-573-9061 jeffmor36@gmail.com
www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

Monday, November 16 - Rabbi Taub’s shiur is
sponsored by Arlene Gherman

Save a Life - Gain yours

1 of 77,966

EFRAT

www.efrat.org.il 02-5454500
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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KI
TEITZEI
CHAYEI
SARAH
ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
Rabbi Reuven
Tradburks
Director of RCA
Israel Region
Our Parsha is the transition from Avraham
and Sarah to Yitzchak and Rivka; Sarah
dies at the beginning, Avraham at the
end. Avraham buys Maarat Hamachpela
where Sarah is buried. Avraham directs
his servant to travel to Avraham’s land to
bring a wife for Yitzchak. Upon arrival,
the servant asks G-d to show him the right
one, the one who will give drink to he and
his animals. Rivka appears, does what he
had hoped. He tells the story to her family.
They agree that she is the one. Yitzchak
greets them on their arrival and marries
Rivka. Avraham’s other children are listed.
Avraham dies. Yishmael’s descendants are
listed.
1st Aliya (23:1-16) Sarah dies at age 127
in Kiryat Arba, Chevron. Avraham needs
to buy a burial plot. He is treated with
nobility and respect. The people want
to give him a plot, while he insists on
purchasing it. He is successful in buying
Maarat Hamachpela.
Avraham has clearly earned the respect
and admiration of the people. He in
turn treats them with great respect,
6
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bowing twice. The promises made to
Avraham, of fame, of fortune and of
family, have all been fulfilled. Yitzchak
has been born; Avraham is a man of
great prominence, the people call him
a prince of G-d; and he is wealthy. But.
The promise that he would have the
land of Israel? He does not even own a
burial plot. Fame, fortune and family,
yes; foothold in the land, no.
2nd Aliya (23:17-24:9) Sarah is buried.
Avraham requests from his chief of staff
to swear to not have Yitzchak marry a
Canaanite. Rather, “go to my land, my
birthplace” to find a wife for Yitzchak. Do
not take Yitzchak there. If she refuses to
come, you have done all you can.
Yes, Avraham addresses his chief of staff.
While we commonly refer to him as
Eliezer, his name does not appear in this
story. He is not the only anonymous person
to profoundly influence the story of the
Jewish people. He takes his place alongside
the man Joseph will encounter on his way
to see his brothers, who steers Joseph in
their direction. Both nameless. As if to say:
is he finding a wife, or is He finding the
wife for Yitzchak? Many messengers does
He use.

May the Torah learned from this issue of
TT be in loving memory of and לע״נ

Dora Cohen a”h

דבורה בת שניאור זלמן הלוי ע“ה
On her 12th yahrzeit
כ״ח חשון

Her loving children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren

And why is Avraham so insistent on sending his servant to “my land, my birthplace”? You cannot help but hear an echo
from Lech Lecha – “from your land, from
your birthplace” – said to Avraham. It
could be Avraham seeking a new generation of the Jewish people who will walk
in his footsteps. Literally. He is seeking a
woman who will walk in the footsteps of
Sarah. Sarah, not just Avraham, left her
land, her birthplace, her family home,
journeying to the land of Israel. This new
generation will be led by a woman who
too leaves her land, her birthplace and her
parent’s home.
Following in the footsteps will animate
Yitzchak and Rivka’s life. Yitzchak will
do many of the things that Avraham did
– digging the wells, going to Gerar. Rivka
will walk in the footsteps of Sarah; Sarah
sent Yishmael away, Rivka will in effect
cause Esau to be sent away from the Jewish
people.
3rd Aliya (24:10-26) The servant arrives in
Nachor’s city. He asks G-d for a sign; the
woman who gives me and my camels to
drink, she is the one. Rivka appears and
does just that. She tells him she is from the
family of Nachor. And there is food for the
camels and room for him to stay. The man
bows to G-d.
Rivka is not only going to walk in Sarah’s
footsteps, leaving her home to go to the
Land of Israel. She also follows in the
footsteps of kindness. In the story of
Avraham and Sarah’s generosity to the
3 men at the beginning of Vayera, there
are 2 “ratz – run” and 2 “maher – fast”.

If you thought
Ifthat
you
youthought
couldn’t
that
youtocouldn’t
afford
purchase
afford
to purchase
your dream
home...
your sea-view home...
Think
again!
NOW, before the price increase, is the time to lock
down a great deal on your dream vacation home –
one which offers sun, pleasant sea breezes along
with beautiful views in Anglo-populated Ashkelon!
It’s very affordable – from $500,000 with just a 15%
down payment, mortgages available as well as bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.

L I V E

O P P O S I T E

T H E

S E A

0544-332621

dav idz@A shke lonProperties.com

Marci Rapp
MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
050-424-8359
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.
JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com
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Rivka has 2 maher’s and 1 ratz here and
then another when she runs home. And –
Avraham offered his guests “a little water”.
Here too the servant asks for “a little
water”. Not sure that drawing water for 10
camels would be called a little – but nary a
peep of objection from Rivka.
4th Aliya (24:27-52) Rivka runs to tell her
mother. Her brother Lavan greets the
man, welcomes him in. But before he
eats, the man insists on relating what just
happened. He relates that he is Avraham’s
servant. And that Avraham has been
blessed. And the promise to bring a wife
for Yitzchak from his family. And of his
deal with G-d. Of Rivka matching what
he had said would be the sign. And his
bowing to G-d. He finishes by asking them
if Rivka shall join him. They respond yes;

he bows to G-d.
Happy endings are fun to read once. Or
twice. The commentaries address the
detail with which the Torah repeats the
story, this time told by the servant. They
mine the story for lessons.
But one lesson that jumps out is the G-d
talk. There is a lot of G-d talk by this
servant. But not just the servant; Lavan
and Betuel respond “this has come from
G-d”, “she will go as G-d spoke”. Talk of G-d
does not seem foreign to them. Perhaps
this is the lingering effect of Avraham’s
influence; even after all these years of
being away from his family, the influence
of his belief in G-d still persists. And the
servant, the chief of staff’s language is
deeply religious language – he certainly

OU Israel joins the entire Jewish community in mourning the passing of

Rav Dovid Feinstein zt”l

one of the generation’s leading poskim, decisors of Jewish law.
Rav Feinstein served as the Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta Tiferes Jerusalem, located in Manhattan’s Lower
East Side, since the passing in 1986 of his renowned father Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l. In addition to
assuming his father’s role as head of the yeshiva, Rav Dovid was relied upon by the Torah community
to succeed his father as a preeminent source of Halachic wisdom. He provided a clear,
steady, and confident voice of Halachic guidance to innumerable individuals and
institutions within the community.
Aside from Rav Dovid Feinstein’s celebrated scholarship, his piety and modesty were
legendary. Any interaction with him served as a lesson in how one can embrace one’s
own humility without diminishing one’s sense of responsibility.
For many decades, the Orthodox Union frequently sought guidance from Rav Feinstein, particularly
when confronting novel questions of Jewish law in areas such as Kashruth and NCSY’s approaches to
Jewish outreach. The world has lost a Gadol BaTorah. We will miss his Torah leadership, his
astounding and deeply insightful wisdom, as well as his warmth and accessibility.

.ה.ב.צ.נ.ת
8
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has been profoundly influenced by
Avraham’s calling in the name of G-d.
5th Aliya (24:53-67) The servant is ready to
leave. When Rivka’s mother and brother
ask for a little more time, the servant
presses them. They ask Rivka her wish; she
will go. They bless her. Upon their arrival
in the Negev, Yitzchak is coming from Beer
L’chai Roi. He sees the camels; she sees
him. Yitzchak is told of all that occurred.
Yitzchak and Rivka marry.
With the mission to find a wife for
Yitzchak successful, someone is missing
from this return: Avraham. They travel
right to Yitzchak. Rivka and he marry. And
Avraham is not heard from again. A true
passing of the baton.
Why is it necessary to tell us Yitzchak was

in Beer L’chai Roi? In fact, he returns there
and resides there after Avraham’s death.
Why? That is the place where Yishmael
was saved from near death after being
banished by Sarah. Perhaps Yitzchak
regrets Yishmael’s banishment and seeks
to make peace with his brother. We will
see that he does the same later with his
own sons; he seems to want both Yaakov
and Esav to continue his legacy. The men
seem to want reconciliation; the women
see the need to be definitive. Sarah
banishes Yishmael. Rivka banishes Esav.
Poor Yaakov’s wife Rachel dies; it is left
to only him to decide whether all his sons
are part of the Jewish people or only one,
Joseph.
6th Aliya (25:1-11) Avraham marries
Keturah; they have 6 sons. All that Avraham

OU Israel joins the Jewish community and the world in mourning the loss of

Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, zt”l

Rabbi Sacks, Chief Rabbi of the United Kingdom for 22 years, served as a
profoundly eloquent teacher of Torah and spokesman for Torah values within the
Jewish community and beyond. He was an intellectual giant whose unique blend of
Torah scholarship, academic achievement, human sensitivity, and social awareness
allowed him to speak to the issues of our times to the broadest of audiences, and he
did so with courage, clarity and optimism. Rabbi Sacks was a beacon of Kiddush
Hashem, whose thoughtful teachings improved the world and invariably brought honor to the Torah
and the Jewish people.
Amongst his prolific writings on a wide variety of subjects, his Torah commentary was studied weekly
by tens of thousands. OU Israel's Torah Tidbits was privileged to be a partner in publishing many of
his writings throughout the years.
Rabbi Sacks’ unique voice, novel and insightful ideas, exciting and elegant prose, unfailingly relevant
messages, and outstanding leadership will all be sorely missed.
We wish heartfelt condolences to his entire family. יהי זכרו ברוך

.ה.ב.צ.נ.ת
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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For information on magnificent stand alone homes in
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863

Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka)
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.
Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces.
160 sqm brand new. Fantastic deal. 4,550,000 NIS!!!

Old Katamon
New apartment in a new building. Ready in less
than 6 months. Excellent location, close to Emek
Refaiim & Shteibalach. 109 sqm of living space, 3
bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms. 8 sqm terrace from
the living room (all sukkah). Shabbat elevator. 2
registered parking spots & storage. 3,700,000 NIS.
Fantastic garden apt in Old Katamon. High ceilings,
authentic Jerusalem stone building, registered
garden, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 4,600,000 NIS.
New project 4, 5, 6 rooms available. Underground
parking, shabbat elevator and storage. Starting
prices at 3,800,000 NIS- larger apts -6,000,000 NIS.
115 sqm, new apartment, with 50 sqm registered
garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS.

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7
doorman. 145 sqm on one floor , facing garden, 3
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.
Beautiful apt in Talbiya, 107 sqm. Fully renovated
with high end finishings- underfloor heating/central
air, elevator, terrace, shared pkg. Old City, Mamilla,
First Station. Was 4,400,000 NIS now 4,000,000 NIS.

German Colony
100 sqm apt in a new project ready in 2 years. 50
sqm registered garden, parking. 4,500,000 NIS.
160 sqm on one floor, 2nd floor in small luxury
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat
elevator, views, lots of light. 8,500,000 NIS.
New luxury project. 3 and 4 room apts underground pkg & storage, starting at 3,000,000 NIS.
054-723-3863
Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Tel: 054-723-3863 · etamorrisrealty.co.il
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has goes to Yitzchak; these are sent eastward
with gifts. Avraham dies at age 175; he is
buried by Yitzchak and Yishmael in Maarat
Hamachpelah. Yitzchak is blessed by G-d:
he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.
The transition from Avraham to Yitzchak
is complete. While G-d has been a silent
partner in this parsha, here He completes
the generational transfer – He blesses
Yitzchak. The Jewish people will be
Yitzchak and not Yishmael.
7th Aliya (25:12-18) The generations of
Yishmael are enumerated. Yishmael dies.
His descendants dwell from Egypt to
Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numerous
and powerful offspring. The brevity is
to emphasize that the Torah is not as
interested in the history of power as in
the history of the covenant of G-d with
the Jewish people. And that will be told at
great length.

STATS
5th of the 54 sedras; 5th of 12 in B’reishit Written on
171 lines in a Torah, rank 37 4 Parshiyot; 3 open, 1
closed 105 p’sukim - ranks 32 (11 in B’reishit) same as
D’varim (which is longer) 1402 words - ranks 37th (11
in B’reishit) 5314 letters - ranks 36th (11 in B’reishit)
Shorter than average p’sukim in a sedra with slightly
below average number of p’sukim means a smallish
sedra

MITZVOT
None of the 613 mitzvot are in Chayei Sarah, however,
as we mention often, there are Midot and values and
other lessons to be learned. This is one of 17 mitzvaless sedras, 9 of which are in Sefer B’reishit, 3 in Sh’mot,
none in Vayikra, 2 in Bamidbar, and 3 in D’varim.

HAFTORAH
1 KINGS 1: 1-31
The theme of this week’s haftorah echoes
the theme in our parsha which mentions
both the death of Sarah and Avraham.
King David was an older man and a
woman was assigned to him to serve him
and provide warmth.
Adoniahu, one of King David’s sons, began
to prepare for ascension to his father’s
throne. This was despite the fact that King
David expressed his wishes that his son
Solomon succeed him.
Adiniahu convinces two very significant
personalities - the high Priest and the
commander of King David’s armies - to
champion his cause.
Adoniahu arranged to be transported in
a chariot with fifty people running before
him. He then invited supporters to a festive
party to promote his aspirations to attain
the royalty.
At this time Nathan communicates with
Bat Sheva, mother of Solomon, and conveyed to her the importance of approaching King David and pleading with him that
he articulate his choice of Solomon to be
the next King.
King David responds positively to this
request. He says the following: “Indeed,
as I swore to you by the Lord God of Israel
saying, ‘Surely Solomon, your son, shall
reign after me and he shall sit on my
throne in my stead, surely, so will I swear
this day.”
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RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
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OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus
IN THE PARSHA

Sarah,
Esther, and
the Sleepy
Students

J

ews live their lives within the
framework of the Jewish calendar. At
this time of year, we identify strongly
with the narratives contained in the
weekly Torah portions that we read in
the synagogue. Our thoughts are with the
biblical characters of the current parshiyot.
We live in the company of Abraham and
Sarah, Lot, Hagar and Ishmael, and Isaac
and Rebecca.
If we are not thinking of the heroes and
villains of the parsha of the week, we have
an alternative. We can turn our thoughts
to the recent holidays or to the ones which
we shall soon celebrate. The holiday of
Succoth is now part of the rapidly fading
past, so we might be thinking of Chanukah,
which is but a few weeks away. We are
certainly not yet thinking of Purim.

Condolences to Rabbi Jay Karzen
and family on the passing of his

BROTHER z”l
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The list of biblical heroines whose stories
delight our children and inspire us at this
time of year does not yet include Queen
Esther. In this week’s Torah portion,
Parshat Chayei Sarah (Genesis 23:1-25:18),
we do encounter two queenly women. We
mourn the death of the matriarch Sarah,
and we admire Rebecca’s ability to live up
to the spiritual standards of the mother-inlaw she never met.
But Esther? There is neither trace nor hint
of her existence.
So why would I be writing about Esther
at this time of year? Purim is still many
months away, and there are other female
role models in the current Torah portions.
Even Chanukah, which occurs much
sooner than Purim, features feminine
heroines such as Yehudit. Where does
Esther shine in?
For the answer let us turn to the Midrash
and to that singular sage, Rabbi Akiva. We
know that Rabbi Akiva lived a remarkable
life, underwent many changes, became
a preeminent Torah scholar, and died a
martyr.
The Midrash introduces us to Rabbi Akiva
in reference to the very first verse in this
week’s Torah portion. It is a verse which
seems to require no exegesis. The verse
simply says, “Sarah’s lifetime—the span

of Sarah’s life— came to one hundred
and twenty-seven years.” What further
explanation or commentary is necessary?
She lived a long and productive life. What
more is there to say?
To answer this question, we must
remember that Rabbi Akiva was, first and
foremost, a teacher. Like every teacher,
he had a difficult task. Some students
paid attention to Rabbi Akiva’s lectures
some of the time, but few, if any, listened
attentively to every lecture. Like every
teacher before and since, Rabbi Akiva had
to devise methods to gain the attention of
his disciples.
And so, the Midrash takes us into Rabbi
Akiva’s classroom. We really should consider this quite a privilege, for there are
very few opportunities given in rabbinic
literature to actually enter the classroom
of one of our sages, let alone a sage as
prominent as Rabbi Akiva.
Here is the Midrashic passage: “Rabbi
Akiva was sitting and expounding Torah.
His audience fell asleep. He tried to
awaken them, and said, ‘What motivated
Queen Esther to reign over one hundred
and twenty and seven provinces? We
must assume that Esther, as a descendant of Sarah who lived for one hundred
and twenty and seven years, considered
it proper to reign over one hundred and

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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twenty and seven provinces.’” (Bereshit
Rabbah 58:3)
What are we to learn from this cryptic
passage? To those of us who are teachers, there is a measure of comfort to be
derived from learning that Rabbi Akiva
too had difficulty maintaining the attention of his students. We also learn that his
students were fully aware of the role that
the number 127 plays both in the book
of Genesis and in the book of Esther. We
can assume that there is something about
Rabbi Akiva’s mention of this coincidence
that awakened the sleepy classroom. But
surely there is a much more profound lesson to be learned here.
Many commentators have searched for
this deeper meaning. They point out that
Sarah’s life was a very full one, and at every stage she displayed the vigor of the seven-year-old child, the idealism of the twenty-year-old, and the wisdom of the aged
centenarian. No moment went to waste.
She led an active life, overcame numerous
frustrations and obstacles, and prevailed.
Her life was the paradigm of a life of meaning and accomplishment.
If there is a lesson to be learned from her

life, it is that every year is valuable, and so
is every month and every week and every
day and every hour. If we are to translate
127 years into 127 provinces, then each
year is an entire province, each month a
region, each week a city, each day a neighborhood, each hour a street, each minute
a building, and every second an entire
room.
If one allows himself a second of slumber,
he forfeits a room. If one sleeps for a week,
he loses an entire city. Every segment of
time represents a significant opportunity,
and with every wasted moment opportunities are lost.
This is Rabbi Akiva’s lesson to his sleepy
students. “You’re not merely dozing off and
enjoying idle daydreams. You are wasting
time, killing time, and in the process losing opportunities which will not present
themselves again. If you miss a moment of
a Torah lecture, you create a void that can
never again be filled.”
Rabbi Akiva’s lesson is a lesson to all of
us. In contemporary terms, it is a lesson
about time management. Time is a gift, but
it is an ephemeral gift. A moment lost can
never be retrieved.
But Rabbi Akiva insists that this is not
his lesson, but Sarah’s lesson. It is the
legacy that she left for her descendants.
Queen Esther grasped that legacy. She
did not assume the role of a passive
queen, but actively reigned over all of her
127 provinces. She studied their needs,
recognized their individual differences,
and helped each of them best utilize their
unique resources. As Grandmother Sarah
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valued each and every one of her years, so
too did Esther value every one of her many
provinces.
So must we all learn to utilize all of our
blessings to the fullest, whether they be
the blessing of longevity or the blessing of
political power, the blessing of wealth or
the blessing of grandchildren. Living a full
life means appreciating all of our blessings
and making the most of them.
What wonderful teachers we have had,
and how differently and creatively they
taught us these lessons. Sarah taught them
in the context of the family tent. Esther
taught them from her royal palace. Rabbi
Akiva taught them from his classroom
lectern.
Whatever our place in life, following their
lessons will lead to a life of meaning and
purpose, the kind of life for which we all
strive.
Thus, although this week’s Torah portion
carries Sarah’s name in its very title, she
would be the first to make room for her
progeny, Esther, to join her in teaching
her lesson to us. Esther too has a place in
Parshas Chayei Sarah.

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l
The following dvar Torah was submitted to Torah Tidbits from Rabbi Sacks before his passing

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

Beginning
the Journey

A

while back, a British newspaper, The Times, interviewed a
prominent member of the Jewish
community and a member of the House
of Lords – let’s call him Lord X – on his
92nd birthday. The interviewer said, “Most
people, when they reach their 92nd birthday, start thinking about slowing down.
You seem to be speeding up. Why is that?”
Lord X’s reply was this: “When you get to
92, you start seeing the door begin to close,
and I have so much to do before the door
closes that the older I get, the harder I have
to work.”
We get a similar impression of Abraham
in this week’s parsha. Sarah, his constant
16
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companion throughout their journeys,
has died. He is 137 years old. We see him
mourn Sarah’s death, and then he moves
into action. He engages in an elaborate
negotiation to buy a plot of land in which
to bury her. As the narrative makes clear,
this is not a simple task. He confesses to
the local people, Hittites, that he is “an
immigrant and a resident among you”
(Gen. 23:4), meaning that he knows he has
no right to buy land. It will take a special
concession on their part for him to do
so. The Hittites politely but firmly try to
discourage him. He has no need to buy a
burial plot: “No one among us will deny
you his burial site to bury your dead.”
(Gen. 23:6) He can bury Sarah in someone
else’s graveyard. Equally politely but no
less insistently, Abraham makes it clear
that he is determined to buy land. In the
end, he pays a highly inflated price (400
silver shekels) to do so.
The purchase of the Cave of Machpelah
is evidently a highly significant event,

Children's ward in a hospital looking for a
donation of a musical keyboard in excellent
condition. Preferably with stand.
Please contact:

sirkie.rothman@gmail.com • 02 6507145

because it is recorded in great detail and
highly legal terminology, not just here,
but three times subsequently in Genesis
(here in 23:17 and subsequently in 25:9;
49:30; and 50:13), each time with the same
formality. Here, for instance, is Jacob on his
deathbed, speaking to his sons:
“Bury me with my fathers in the cave in
the field of Ephron the Hittite, the cave
in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre in
Canaan, which Abraham bought along
with the field as a burial place from
Ephron the Hittite. There Abraham and
his wife Sarah were buried, there Isaac
and his wife Rebecca were buried, and
there I buried Leah. The field and the cave
in it were bought from the Hittites.” (Gen.
49:29-32)
Something significant is being hinted
at here, otherwise why specify, each
time, exactly where the field is and who
Abraham bought it from?
Immediately after the story of land
purchase, we read, “Abraham was old,
well advanced in years, and God had
blessed Abraham with everything.”
(Gen. 24:1) Again this sounds like the end
of a life, not a preface to a new course
of action, and again our expectation is
confounded. Abraham launches into a
new initiative, this time to find a suitable
wife for his son Isaac, who by now is at
least 37 years old. Abraham instructs his
most trusted servant to go “to my native
land, to my birthplace” (Gen. 24:2), to find
the appropriate woman. He wants Isaac
to have a wife who will share his faith and
way of life. Abraham does not stipulate
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that she should come from his own
family, but this seems to be an assumption
hovering in the background.
As with the purchase of the field, this
course of events is described in more
detail than almost anywhere else in the
Torah. Every conversational exchange is
recorded. The contrast with the story of
the Binding of Isaac could not be greater.
There, almost everything – Abraham’s
thoughts, Isaac’s feelings – is left unsaid.
Here, everything is said. Again, the literary
style calls our attention to the significance
of what is happening, without telling us
precisely what it is.
The explanation is simple and unexpected.
Throughout the story of Abraham and
Sarah, God promises them two things:
children and a land. The promise of the
land (“Rise, walk in the land throughout its
length and breadth, for I will give it to you,”
Gen. 13:17) is repeated no less than seven
times. The promise of children occurs
four times. Abraham’s descendants will
be “a great nation” (Gen. 12:22), as many
as “the dust of the earth” (Gen. 13.16), and
“the stars in the sky” (Gen. 15:5); he will be
the father not of one nation but of many
(Gen. 17:5).
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Despite this, when Sarah dies, Abraham
has not a single inch of land that he can
call his own, and he has only one child
who will continue the covenant, Isaac,
who is currently unmarried. Neither
promise has been fulfilled. Hence the
extraordinary detail of the two main
stories in Chayei Sarah: the purchase of
land and the finding of a wife for Isaac.
There is a moral here, and the Torah
slows down the speed of the narrative as
it speeds up the action, so that we will not
miss the point.
God promises, but we have to act. God
promised Abraham the land, but he had to
buy the first field. God promised Abraham
many descendants, but Abraham had to
ensure that his son was married, and to
a woman who would share the life of the
covenant, so that Abraham would have, as
we say today, “Jewish grandchildren.”
Despite all the promises, God does not
and will not do it alone. By the very act of
self-limitation (tzimtzum) through which
He creates the space for human freedom,
God gives us responsibility, and only by
exercising it do we reach our full stature
as human beings. God saved Noah from
the Flood, but Noah had to make the Ark.
He gave the land of Israel to the people
of Israel, but they had to fight the battles.
God gives us the strength to act, but we
have to do the deed. What changes the
world, what fulfils our destiny, is not
what God does for us but what we do
for God.
That is what leaders understand, and it
is what made Abraham the first Jewish

leader. Leaders take responsibility for
creating the conditions through which
God’s purposes can be fulfilled. They
are not passive but active – even in old
age, like Abraham in this week’s parsha.
Indeed in the chapter immediately
following the story of finding a wife
for Isaac, to our surprise, we read that
Abraham remarries and has eight more
children. Whatever else this tells us - and
there are many interpretations (the most
likely being that it explains how Abraham
became “the father of many nations”) - it
certainly conveys the point that Abraham
stayed young the way Moses stayed
young, “His eyes were undimmed and his
natural energy unabated” (Deut. 34:7).
Though action takes energy, it gives us
energy. The contrast between Noah in old
age and Abraham in old age could not be
greater.
Perhaps, though, the most important
point of this parsha is that large promises
– a land, countless children – become real
through small beginnings. Leaders begin
with an envisioned future, but they also
know that there is a long journey between
here and there; we can only reach it one
act at a time, one day at a time. There is

no miraculous shortcut - and if there were,
it would not help. The use of a shortcut
would culminate in an achievement like
Jonah’s gourd, which grew overnight,
then died overnight. Abraham acquired
only a single field and had just one son
who would continue the covenant. Yet he
did not complain, and he died serene and
satisfied. Because he had begun. Because
he had left future generations something
on which to build. All great change is the
work of more than one generation, and
none of us will live to see the full fruit of
our endeavours.
Leaders see the destination, begin the
journey, and leave behind them those who
will continue it. That is enough to endow a
life with immortality.
Shabbat Shalom
Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable
Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
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RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
PROBING BY
Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

S

ome four weeks ago, on Shabbat
Parashat Breishit, we were privileged
to read the haftarah of Machar
Chodesh, hearing of the struggles of the
young, pre-crowned David. The son-inlaw, general and advisor of King Shaul,
close friend to his brother-in-law, the
prince Yonatan, David-despite his lofty
position, finds himself forced to flee from
the palace in order to escape the wrath/
jealousy of the King.
More than forty years pass from that time
when we read the events found in the
opening perek of M’lachim, the selection
for this week’s haftarah. Here we read of
the post-crowned David who has already
served as King for forty years. A national
hero who defeated all of Israel’s enemies
and secured her borders, he was of course,
also “n’im zmirot Yisrael”, the sweet singer
of Israel. And yet, what do we find forty
years after his succession to the throne
of Israel? A seemingly broken man too
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frail to warm himself and unaware of
a simmering coupe led by his own son
and his former military chief of staff that
threatens to remove him from the throne.
A sad story for such a remarkable man.

We were never guaranteed a
life of ease in this world
And, yet, truthfully, we are not surprised.
The story found in this haftarah is merely
a continuation of the ongoing struggles
and trials that David faced throughout his
lifetime. He spends years away from his
family while fleeing those who threatened
his life. After successfully escaping the
pursuit of Shaul, David suffers the loss
of his King and of his closest friend,
Yonatan. He is then challenged to prove his
innocence of the murder of Sha’ul’s son, Ish
Boshet, while trying to establish his reign
over all of Israel. He is then threatened
by the Philistine invasion of Judea, the

tragedy that accompanied David’s attempt
to relocate the Holy Ark to Yerushalayim
and the subsequent weakening of his
relationship with his wife Michal.
David suffers the disappointment brought
by Hashem’s refusal to allow him to
build a Bet Mikdash and is challenged
to defeat the surrounding nations that
threatened Israel’s independence. Of
course he also suffers the loss of his infant
son, punishment for his actions against
Uriah, which is followed by the rape of his
daughter Tamar by his son Amnon, and the
vengeful murder of Amnon by David’s son
Avshalom, and the rebellion of Avshalom
that eventually led to Avshalom’s death,
and so on and so forth. David faced more
challenges, more rebellions and more
opponents.
Indeed, struggles and trials.
And we rightfully ask the eternal question:
“Why do the righteous suffer?” Why was
David, Hashem’s chosen King, and the
progenitor of Israel’s eternal dynasty- why
was he forced to face such challenges?
Why did he have such a difficult life?
But can we not ask the same question
regarding the life of Avraham that ended
in this week’s parasha? Did he not go
through ten “nisyonot”, challenges? Was
he not tested as well? A barren wife? The
near death of his and Sarah’s only son?
The wayward ways and eventual parting
from his eldest son? Can we not ask the
same question?
Certainly, we can.
But we would be wrong in doing so

www.DailyMitzvot.org
Mitzvot from the Torah applicable in our times
based on the Chofetz Chaim

Sanctify and Emulate God
Sanctify God Publically
Emulate the ways of God
with all one’s ability

SIGN UP FOR A DAILY MITZVAH
– because that is not the question we
should be asking. Rav Soloveitchik often
explained that when difficult times come
upon us, the Jew should not ask “Why did
Hashem do this to us” but, rather “What
does Hashem want us to do?”
We all go through life and we are all
challenged by it; some are challenged
more, and some less. We were never
guaranteed a life of ease in this world. Just
as Joanne Greenberg (aka Hana Green)
entitled her 1964 book “I never promised
you a rose garden”, so too, G-d never
promised us a Garden of Eden.
Our challenge is to accept the difficulties
and learn from them, recover from them
and continue as better individuals from
them.
As we, as individuals and as a community,
struggle with a pandemic, we would do
well to remember the words of Mishle
(24:16): “Sheva Yipol Tzaddik..VaKam”, the
righteous might fall seven times but they
recover and get up again!
And we would do well to remember the
actions and lives of our past tzaddikim,
Avraham and David, and arise to face and
learn from our own challenges.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

The Lesson
of the Small
“chuf”
)ב:ׂ ָר֖ה ו ְִל ְב ּכ ָֹֽת ּה (בראשית כג
ַוָּיבֹא֙ ַא ְב ָר ָה֔ם ִל ְס ּפֹ֥ד ְל ָש
Abraham came to eulogize Sarah and wail
for her. )Bereshit 23:2)
In the pasuk cited above the letter “chuf”
“ ”כin the word ( ולבכתהv’livkosa) appears
smaller than the other letters in the word.
The Ba’al Haturim explains that this is to
highlight that Avraham limited his crying
upon hearing of Sarah’s death, since she
was elderly. Typically, when someone dies
suddenly and unexpectantly it is a shock
and a tragedy. However, when someone
passes away due to old age, although it may
be a great loss, it is somewhat expected
and in the natural course of events. One
is somewhat comforted by knowing the
deceased lived a full and long life.
Why does the Torah emphasize here that
Avraham minimized his weeping for
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Sarah? Is this complimentary to Avraham?
Sarah influenced so many women, surely
it was a tremendous loss. When Aharon
HaCohen perished, we are told that all
of Israel wept for thirty days. So why
does the Torah underscore that Avraham
minimized his crying over Sarah’s death
by utilizing a small chuf?
The Midrash cited in Rashi on this pasuk
indicates that the account of Sarah’s death
was specifically juxtaposed right after
Akeidas Yitzhak. As a result of the news
of the “Akeida” that her son was prepared
for slaughter and was almost slaughtered,
Sarah perished (Bereshis Rabbah 58:5).
When Avraham arrived in Chevron and
heard of Sara’s death, he understood, as the
Midrash states, that he may have been the
cause of her death. The satan or yetzer hara
could not prevent Avraham from fulfilling
God’s request and carrying out the Akeida,
but the satan tried to get Avraham to regret
his act since it essentially led to Sarah’s
death. By regretting the performance of a
mitzva ex post facto, it essentially uproots
the fulfillment of such mitzva.
Avraham, aware of this, is careful to limit
his crying over Sarah’s death because he
believes that God would only take Sarah’s
soul at the appropriate time and not due to
an act he committed. As the Baal Haturim
states – Avraham believes she died of old

age. Had Avraham wept uncontrollably, it
may be perceived as his having regretted
performing the Akeida, which resulted in
his wife’s death (Bikure Avraham cited
in Otzros Hatorah). Avraham was clearly
a step ahead of the Yetzer Hara. Perhaps
this is why the Torah also emphasizes – שני
 – חיי שרהthese were the years allotted to
Sarah – she lived her full life. Her life was
not cut short due to any act of Avraham
(Shvus Yehuda cited in Otzros Hatorah).
There is an important lesson to be derived
from Avraham’s limited mourning over
the death of his wife. After one fulfills a
mitzva, one needs to be careful not to allow
the yetzer hara take charge and cause one
to feel as if they sacrificed something and
“wasted” time in order to fulfill the mitzva.
We must realize that there is no FOMO
when one is involved in a mitzah.
It is told that the Hafetz Haim used to
shut the lights in the Beis Medrash after
a certain hour. He was adamant that
his talmidim should not allow the yetzer
hara to justify missing minyan in the
morning due to learning late into the
night. When the yetzer hara cannot stop
us from engaging in a mitzva, he will seek
to get us to transgress under the guise of
another mitzva. May we be strong in our
observance and performance of mitzvos
without any remorse, even if it requires at
times -- a sacrifice!
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4 exposures,
central, quiet –
7,500,000nis

052-3202488
Michael

This Chanukah, give your family & friends
the GIFT of an Israel experience

Featuring the largest collection of pre-recorded
virtual trips and family activity sheets on the web
Peter Abelow | Onnie Schiffmiller | Tali Kaplinski Tarlow
To learn more and see our Chanukah Gift options visit:

www.israelisbeautiful.com

Moving Packing Storage

0537272815
on-line box shop

www.premiummoving.co.il
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Living Life

good deeds will express with pride what
was accomplished.

W

Rav Ochayon in Ohr Daniel emphasizes
the tremendous growth and potential
found in each day. He quotes Rav Meir
Chodosh who would tell his students to
pay careful attention to ‘time in between’,
to fill these moments with Torah and
mitzvot. The time one waits for a spouse,
a bus or a Dr.’s appointment can all be
used productively. Rav Ochayon relates
that the Chafetz Chayim did not wear
shoes with laces since it would cost him
an extra minute each day to tie them.
Over the course of a year he would save
365 minutes or 6 hours. In 70 years he
gained 420 hours! He offers a powerful
thought to keep in mind; if one sees a
coin on the floor, human nature is to
exert effort and pick it up. Each minute
is even more valuable than that coin and
one should likewise exert effort to make
the most of these precious moments.

e experience it every day;
at times we value it tremendously, at times we waste it
terribly. “And Avraham came of days and
Hashem blessed him with everything.”
(Bereisheet 24;1). The Torah tells us that
Avraham Avinu knew how to use this
commodity we call time to its fullest and
filled each of his days with meaning and
purpose.
The Zohar Hakadosh explains that upon
awakening each morning, the new
day stands before us begging to be utilized in a proper and honorable way.
Indeed, “Vayekrevu yimei Yisrael lamut”
(Bereisheet 47;29)., Rav Shlesinger in
Areshet Sefatenu notes that at the end of
one’s life his days come forward to give
an accounting of what transpired each
day on earth. He quotes the Maggid of
Mezerich explaining the passuk “yom
L’yom yabiah omer”(Tehillim 19;3) as
such -- the days filled with Torah and

Rav Wolfson in Wellsprings of Faith
describes based on the Zohar, how
at the start of each day we are given
a parchment to record the
deeds of that day. At the
Rabbi Joel Portnoy
conclusion of the day it goes
Experienced, English speaking,
UK - certified mohel now available in Jerusalem area.
back to heaven where it
Parent hadracha and baby aftercare always a priority.
waits to testify at the end of
Call 058 467 5795 or email rabbiportnoy@icloud.com a person’s life. Every day we
Member of the The Initiation Society for Mohalim
create the autobiography of
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our lives, annotated by our own actions.
Before going to sleep it is appropriate
to introspect and do teshuva, making
amendments as the ‘story’ of our lives
continues. Erev Shabbat, Erev Rosh
Chodesh, Erev Rosh Hashana are other
worthy opportunities to edit our ‘book’
as well. The Zohar teaches that on the
last day of a person’s life all his days
come to greet him and suddenly the past
reappears with immense clarity. For
tzadikim, those who capitalized on each
living moment, the last day of life is full
of intense holiness and is a culmination
of zaken - ‘zeh shekanah chochma’ - a
life well spent. Avraham Avinu, is the
epitome of one who was a ‘chacham’,
using every opportunity throughout his
days to learn and grow.

United Arab
Emirates Trip

NavigaTours, a travel agency specializing
in tailor made trips, is organizing Kosher tours
to the UAE for the religious community;
groups and individuals.

For info contact Seth Rinot,
seth@navigatours-travel.com

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI JUDAH
OU-NCSY
MISCHEL Mashpiah,
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

Everything

T

he Rebbe Chaim Halberstam,
the Divrei Chaim of Tzanz, zy’a,
was a remarkable tzadik and
mystic, renowned for his Torah genius,
righteousness and charitable ways. He
never went to sleep at night with an extra
peruta in his home; every penny would go
to help those in need.

A highlight of the year in Sanz was the
Motzai Simchas Torah tish, where the Rebbe
had an unusual minhag considered to be a
segulah for wealth: distributing apples by
throwing them to the chasidim. While it
may have seemed foreign to outsiders, to
members of the Chasidic court, the apple
throwing was a special event highlighting
the Rebbe’s mystical powers.
Over the years, word spread of the
curious minhag, as well as the stories of
miraculous financial salvations that came
in the wake of catching an apple. Jews
came from far and wide for the chance at
receiving the Rebbe’s blessing, to the point
that overcrowding and hype undermined
the solemnity of the gathering. Eventually,
26
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over-aggressive pushing, jostling and
shouting turned the ‘apple tish’ into a
dangerous event.
The Rebbe’s inner circle, including his son
and gabbaim, were concerned with both
the disturbing public appearance of such a
fiasco, as well as the spiritually detrimental
behavior of some of those desperate to grab
the blessed apple. As a result, the Rebbe’s
confidants advocated that the apple tish
be cancelled; the risk of people’s physical
safety was itself not worth it anymore. The
Rebbe however, was not willing to forego
the segulah and the special opportunity to
bless needy petitioners with parnassah.
However, the Rebbe came up with
some new ground-rules to eliminate
the aggressive behavior: one night he
announced that instead of being blessed
with wealth, anyone who pushed another
person in order to catch an apple would not
be blessed, but would instead experience
ten years of poverty. The new regulation
was effective. When the Rebbe threw the
apples, no one moved, but only raised their
hands high in the air hoping to catch one;
all the chassidim glanced around afraid of
accidentally pushing someone and being
punished with a decade of poverty.
Suddenly, to everyone’s surprise, one of the
ziknei ha-eida, the elderly chasidim of the
Divrei Chaim, began pushing and shoving

his way through the crowd to the front in
order to grab an apple. The chasidim and
visitors were aghast. Wasn’t he afraid of
the Rebbe’s decree? The Gabbai whispered
at him incredulously: “Don’t you know that
ten years of poverty will be decreed upon
you?”
The alter yid replied with the sweetest of
temimus, sincerity and simple faith: “Yes!
Halevai! I’m looking forward to those ten
years of poverty! So what if I’ll be poor — at
my age, ten more years is a huge bracha!”

“And Avraham was zakein, ba ba-yamim
— old advanced in days — and Hashem
blessed Avraham bakol, with everything”
(Bereishis, 24:1).
Forty years earlier in the narrative,
in Parshas Vayeira, the Torah tells us,
“Avraham and Sarah were old, ba’im bayamim” (18:11). The Lubavitcher Rebbe
explained that the repetition of ba bayamim in our sedra emphasizes that forty
years later, despite their advanced age,
our grandparents Avraham and Sarah
were still ba ba-yamim, “immersed in daily
life”, filled with simchas ha-chayim, still
engaged and involved in day-to-day chores
and meaningful projects; they were filled
with energy and zest for life.

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM
Rechavia- Haari st
2 bedrooms, 62m, ground floor,
private entrance, Sukkah balcony,
disabled access, small storage, 3
exposures, partly renovated, private
land, 2.325.000nis
Rechavia- Ramban st
New building! 2 bedrooms, 79m, 14m
Sukkah balcony, 2nd floor, Shabbat
elevator, parking, storage, A/C,
3 exposures, 3.280.000nis
Rechavia-Shaarei ChessedTsfat st
Cottage 186m+ 20m Sukkah porch +
20m water cistern, 60m separate unit
rented, building rights, 6.500.000nis
Rechavia-Shaarei chessed
Wolfson, 3 bedroom apt, 1st floor, Shabbat elevator,
renovated

R E A L E S TAT E

&

INVESTMENT

Rubens Real Estate
KKL, 25 Rechavia
02-5666-016
www.ruben1.com
Rubensnadlan@gmail.com

The Sfas Emes was known to point out the
difference between arichus shanim, ‘long
years’, and arichus yamim, ‘long and full
days’. There are people who are blessed
with long lives, and there are those who
have length and depth to their days. While
the Sefas Emes himself did not attain
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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arichas shanim, leaving the world at the
young age of fifty-eight (in 1905), the tzadik
did have great arichas yamim, overflowing
with awe-inspiring accomplishments. He
was a living model of his own teaching,
showing us how to make the most of each
day, to extract the potential and unique
opportunity of each hour and moment, to
live life to its fullest.
In Midrash Rabbah, Rebbi Levi suggests
that at this point, Avraham had completed
the major tests of his life and was able to
enjoy nachas and some much deserved
peace in his advanced age. Avraham
merited to experience the blessing of a full
life, completion, satisfaction, and most of
all, temimus, the crowning achievement of
a lifetime of avodas Hashem: “And Avram
was ninety-nine years old, and Hashem
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appeared to Avram and said to him, “I am
the Almighty G-d; walk before Me and be
tamim, whole. And I will place My covenant
between Me and you, and I will multiply
you very greatly” (Bereishis, 17:1-2).
Temimus, simple, sincere, wholehearted
living, forms the backbone of Jewish
practice. It is the foundational touchstone
of the pathway of righteousness. When
we appreciate every moment, strive to
make the most of every day, and know that
whatever it is that we have, then we are by
definition blessed with “everything”, Bakol.
May we be blessed with meaningful days
and many long happy and healthy years of
living with temimus and simple faith. And
may we have success with our parnassah
and be “multiplied greatly” — without
having to push anyone for an ‘apple’!

TORAH TIDBITS ANNUAL
APPRECIATION CAMPAIGN
525,000
hard copies
distributed annually
throughout Israel

2,500,000
virtual editions
sent this
year

Please show your appreciation for
Torah Tidbits so we can continue
providing Torah Tidbits during the
pandemic and beyond.
Suggested donation:
100 NIS (or more) Contributions can be
made online at: https://upreaching.com/
ouisrael/TT-campaign
also by mail:
OU Israel POB 37015,
Yerushalayim, 91370
by phone: Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
Contributions of 180 NIS or more
enters your name into a raffle.
500 NIS voucher
for Gefen Books,
generously donated by
Gefen Books.

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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The Jews of Ethiopia:

Past, Present & Future
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 8:00PM
Celebrate Sigd-Ethiopian Jewry’s
Commemoration of the Brit with Hashem and the
Torah with a special multi-media presentation

Join Rabbi Shimshon Nadel as he
explores one of the most dramatic, heroic,
and tragic stories in modern history, featuring
pictures, video, and music from his visits to
Ethiopia.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89734143841
22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM
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l

02-560-9100

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Communication,
Coping & Corona
Tuesday, Nov 17, 8:30pm

A workshop for Couples with

Rabbi Joel and Ruthie Portnoy,
Certified Imago Couples Therapists

Gain Practical Skills for Navigating the Pressures
of these Challenging Times
Register at: www.ouisrael.org/events/coupleworkshop
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85426579334

FREE
OF CHARGE

OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG l 02-5609110
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU Israel at
SUN, NOV 15

Online Shiurim & Programs

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

Sefer Ezra (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/144986284

Rabbi David Walk

10:15 AM

Rabbi Aharon Adler

The Giants Who Shaped Modern
Orthodoxy
https://zoom.us/j/403831319

11:30 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Mishlei: Wisdom for Life
(L’Ayla) https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82280847618

Mrs. Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

Rav Soloveitchik on the Parsha
https://zoom.us/j/700303855

11:45 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

8:00 PM Special Event

Celebrate Sigd with
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/89734143841

9:15 AM

Mrs. Shira Smileswill be
teaching as part of the Rosh
Chodesh seminar (see below)
(L’Ayla)

10:30 AM

2:00 PM

7:00 PM

5:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Men’s Gemara B’Iyun S,M,W,Th
https://zoom.us/j/86466998217
Passcode: ouisrael

Minchat Chinuch https://
zoom.us/j/89983298537

4:30PM

Men’s Gemara Chabura S,T,TH
https://zoom.us/j/887981820

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/195174554

2:00 PM

4:30 PM

9:00 AM

Ethics, Family and Society
in the writings of Rav Hirsch,
Rav Kook and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.us/j/81925157325

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

TUE, NOV 17

MON, NOV 16

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

9:00 PM

Rabbi Sam Shor Penimiut
HaTorah- Inspiration from the
Masters of Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

*L’AYLA CLASSES
ARE FOR WOMEN
ONLY

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz
Chazal:Insights Into
Our Times (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

9:00AM – 1:00PM
Special Event
Rosh Chodesh Kislev
Seminar for Women
https:// zoom.
us/j/89857695828

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
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in the comfort of your Home
WED, NOV 18
9:00 AM

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel Halacha &
Medina https://zoom.us/j/6878683646

10:15 AM

Rabbi Anthony Manning

Contemporary Issues in Halacha
& Hashkafa https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

THURS, NOV 19
10:15 AM

Rabbi Baruch Taub Parshat
HaShavua https://zoom.
us/j/615813416

11:30 AM

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
https://zoom.us/j/488542635

11:30 AM

2:00 PM

Jewish Thinkers https://zoom.
us/j/772450422

4:30PM Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

Rabbi Alan Kimche Great

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

4:30PM Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

8:00 PM

7:00 PM

https://zoom.us/j/2624570009

Rabbi Baruch Taub Halacha

https://zoom.us/j/709706986

8:30 PM

Rabbi Ezra Friedman Practical

Kashrut https://zoom.us/j/698124792

8:30 PM

Rav Meir Goldwicht (Hebrew)

Parshat Hashavua https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902 Passcode: 18

Rabbi Ari Kahn. Parshat HaShavua
4:00 PM Special Event
Parshat Toldot Kids’ Kollel
https:/ zoom.
us/j/87159465384

MISSED A CLASS?

You can watch the
recording at www.ouisrael.
org/video-library

8:30 PM Special Event

Couples’ Workshop
Rabbi Joel & Ruthie Portnoy
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85426579334

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

Please Note: Starting the
week of November 22, all
zoom classes and events will
require the password:
OUisrael

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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VIRTUAL ROSH CHODESH KISLEV SEMINAR FOR WOMEN

ASSIMILATION & INTERACTION
WITH THE SECULAR WORLD
Tuesday, November 17, Kislev 1, 9:00AM - 1:00PM
Women Reaching Higher

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל
9:00 – 9:15 Opening Remarks
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski
9:15 – 10:15 Chanukah: Yosef and Yavan
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles
10:00 – 11:05 מי לה’ אלי: A Clash of
Culture among Brothers Ms. Rivi Frankel

11:05 – 11:55 From the Front Lines of
Assimilation: Yavan, Charleston and Chanuka’s
Message Rebbetzin Ariela Davis
11:55 – 12:45 Integration & Identity:
The Exile Experience in Tanach
Mrs. Leah Feinberg

For more information and to register: www.ouisrael.org/events/kislev2020
https://zoom.us/j/89857695828

OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

l 02-5609110

From Ottawa to Jerusalem:

A Capital Exchange
Sunday, November 22, 8:00 PM
Join us for an exciting Cultural Exchange - over Zoom!
Hear about Jewish life in Ottawa, Canada,
and cultural life in Jerusalem, and enjoy performances
on each side of the ocean.
Women Reaching Higher

Featuring Ottawa kiruv leader and comedienne
Danielle (Devora) Altonaga, and Jerusalem resident
Sarah Leah Rodin, olah from Ottawa.
A link to the event will be posted on Facebook on the
day of the event, at: Facebook.com/wpcjerusalem
or Facebook.com/OUIsrael

Danielle (Devora)
Altonaga

Sarah Leah Rodin

FREE ADMISSION
FOR WOMEN ONLY

OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG l 02-5609110
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Calling all Children Grades 1-5!
Join OU Israel for some Pre-Shabbos Ruach!!!

PARSHAT TOLDOT

KIDS’ KOLLEL

Thursday, November 19, 4:00pm

Learn the Parsha hands-on with fun
and interactive games and projects!!
Register at:

www.ouisrael.org/events/toldotkids
Zoom link:

FREE
OF CHARGE

https://zoom.us/j/87159465384
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

l

02-5609110

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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EMERGENCY

COVID-19
RESPONSE FUND

•
•
•
•
•

Personal Protective Kits
Humanitarian aid
Free ambulance transport
Free testing
Emergency response

www.ISRAELRESCUE.ORG/CORONARESPONSE.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

O

ur Sedra this week of course opens
with the passing of Sara Imeinu.
The pasuk tells us:

“V’Tamat Sara B’Kiryat Arba, Hee
Chevron…” “And Sara died in Kiryat Arba,
which is Chevron....”
Rav Kook zy’a explained that Chevron
is from the word- Chibur - to be joined
together and connected. Chevron, represents the eternal connection we feel
with our ancestors. It is in Chevron
where David begins his royal reign,
and it is David’s descendant who will,
b’ezrat Hashem, soon be revealed as
Mashiach Tzidkeinu, and usher in a
transformation in the world to a time
of pure goodness, decency and spiritual
clarity. Chevron, therefore, represents
the joining together of both the roots of
Jewish history, and the foreshadowing

CHESED FUND

It's never too late to help the needy,
especially in these trying days.
Make checks (Israeli only) payable to
"The Chesed Fund"
and send to

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND

att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or contact us at 050-570-1067
to make a bank transfer.
Thanks to all who have helped during
the Corona
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of Jewish destiny.
On this Shabbat when our hearts turn
toward Chevron Ir Hakodesh, the city of
Chibur, it is also the time for us to contemplate this idea of Chibur in relationship to
one another. How, during this period of social distancing, can we truly both feel connected and demonstrate that connection to
one another?
During these past many months, my dear
colleagues here at OU Israel, have worked
tirelessly to ensure that despite the need
to be distant from one another, our connections and sense of community remain
intact. Each member of our dedicated
team continues to work around the clock
to create programs and opportunities for
us to continue to feel that eternal bond
which connects and unties each one of us.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to myself or any of our incredible OU Israel team
should you have any suggestions or feedback or need any further support.
Yehi Ratzon, as we read Parshat Chayei
Sarah this Shabbat, may our hearts and
minds reflect on the eternal message of
Chevron Ir HaKodesh - and may the eternal
bond that unites us be a source of strength
and inspiration during these trying times.

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

DOES YOUR
LOVED
ONE HAVE
DEMENTIA?

Loneliness and anxiety are factors contributing
to the reduced cognitive and physical decline of
our loved ones. The professionals at Brain Care
are here to help you now and always.

THE DAY CARE CENTER HAS OPENED
BRAIN CARE
AT TOVEI HAIR

COUNSELING AT
TOVEI HAIR

Professional Care in a Safe
and Secure environment

For families living
with Dementia

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Rivka 054-666-5841 OR Ruti 054-666-3170

BRAIN
C RE

Music therapy

Exercise

Snoezelen

Shiurim

Delicious
lunch

Kosher
l’mehadrin

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Eino Ben Yomo
Utensils

A

utensil that has not been used in the
past twenty four hours is known
as Eino Ben Yomo. After a twenty
four hour period, the flavor becomes
distasteful and therefore does not affect
the kashrut status of the following food
cooked in the utensil. This concept can
be applied both to cooking milk in a meat
pot (or vice versa) or cooking kosher food
in a non-kosher pot. However, our Sages
prohibited using an Eino Ben Yomo utensil
as it may mistakenly lead to transgression
in the case of a Ben Yomo utensil (see
Avodah Zara 76:A).
Halachic authorities rule that food that
was accidently cooked in a Eino Ben

Yomo pot is permissible for consumption.
However, the utensil needs to be kashered.
The status of the food and utensils differs
due to the fact that the decree of not using
an Eino Ben Yomo utensil is Rabbinic.
Since the food that was cooked in an Eino
Ben Yomo utensil could either be eaten
or thrown out, our Sages were lenient in
allowing one to consume the food. This
differs from the utensil which can be
kashered according to halacha (see Aruch
Hashulchan YD 94:21).
What is the halacha regarding an Eino Ben
Yomo utensil that cannot be kashered?
Earthenware cannot be kashered in any
form as determined by Torah law. The
flavor absorbed into an earthenware
utensil can never be removed through
any means (see Tur YD 121). The Minchat
Yaakov (85:64) brings early authorities
that were lenient regarding an Eino Ben

Shoshana Dekel, M.S.W. -

Individual & Couple/Family therapy
Clinical Social Worker
& Certified Couple/Family Therapist
20 years experience
Languages: English & Hebrew
as mother tongue
Private clinic in Rechovot
Online therapy optional upon request
Tel: 0549263636
E-mail: shoshpashosh@gmail.com
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For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon

In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm,
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan,
asking $2,550,000

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

Yomo earthenware utensil as the decree
is Rabbinic and a loss of property would
be incurred. Rebi Akiva Eiger (Responsa
43) and many other later authorities
(see Ma’adanei Asher 165) rejected this
leniency and claimed that the loss of

the utensil is not enough to change a
rabbinical decree. Many later authorities
accept the opinion of Rebi Akiva Eiger.
Based on this ruling, if someone was
to receive a non-kosher earthenware
utensil (such as ceramic, porcelain or
china) it may not be used as it cannot be
kashered.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

Aged, Adult,
and Child Concurrently
,שנֵי--ים
ְׁ ִׁשנ
ָ ְש ַבע
ׁ
ֶ ׁשנָה ו
ָ ׂ ִרים
ְע ְש
ֶ ׁשנָה ו
ָ  ֵמ ָאה,ׂ ָרה
ַו ּי ְִהי ּו ַח ּיֵי ָש
)א:ׂ ָרה (בראשית כג
ַח ּיֵי ָש
“And the life of Sarah was one hundred
years and twenty years and seven years,
[these were] the years of Sarah.” (Genesis
23:1).
Rashi’s query is well known: The word
shana, years, is written after each digit
in the verse; why was it necessary for
the Torah to do so? It could have simply
written 127 years. Rashi’s answer: There is
a lesson to be learned from each number.
Each is to be interpreted individually.
“...at one hundred she was like twenty
as regards to sin...at twenty she was like
seven in regards to beauty.” (Rashi, 23:1)
The closing phrase in this same verse is
also puzzling. Why the redundancy, shnei
Chayei Sarah, ‘these were the years of
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Sarah?” Rashi comments, “All were equally
good.” What does Rashi have in mind with
these words?
Rabbi Soloveitchik suggested that the two
explanations of Rashi be read together. In
other words, throughout Sarah’s life she
was a woman of hundred years, a woman
of twenty, and a seven year old child. She
was simultaneously very old and very
young.
The Rav examines and expands on this
intriguing idea:
In the physical sense there are undeniable
changes in the different stages in life.
However, in the spiritual realm it is
possible to simultaneously amalgamate
all three junctures, the aged - adult - and
child.
Aged: The term zaken is employed when
referring to the elder or sage. It connotes
wisdom, maturity, and perspective.
Among elders we often find the traits of
cautiousness and sober judgment.
Adult: A twenty year old person displays
idealism and a thirst for life, embarking
on new ventures, and seizing new
opportunities. For example, choosing a
mate in marriage or launching a career,
often characterize this period in life. This
is a time in the cycle of life saturated with
great energy, daring and idealism.

Child: A seven year old represents naivete;
one who is a dreamer. A youngster who is
filled with excitement and sincerity and
sees the world through pure eyes and with
simplicity.
The Rav suggested that the opening
verse of parshat Chayei Sarah conveys
the exquisite idea that Sarah was able to
combine childhood, youth and old age
concurrently. She exhibited the wisdom
of an elder, vitality of a young adult, and
purity of a youth - all at once.
She maintained her child-like curiosity
in her search for truth. She exhibited
her youthful vigor in defying the society
that surrounded her. She portrayed the
wisdom of mature age when setting
standards for her home and establishing
its ethos.
This unique trait of amalgamating the
various stages, said the Rav, is essential in
Jewish life. Membership in the covenantal community requires mature wisdom,
passionate idealism, and child-like naivete. At a moment we must be the mature
and wise elder and the very next moment
the excited youthful dreamer.
In what way does this notion inform a
Jew’s religious lives? Rabbi Soloveitchik
identified three foundational areas
which require these modes of thought
and emotions: A Jew accesses childlike
simplicity, youthful exuberance, and mature insight.
The Rav examined the following three
areas: Tefillah (prayer), Emunah (faith) and
Talmud Torah (Torah study).
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Tefillah
Tefillah requires complete trust in the
Holy One. Like a child who clutches on to
her mother and yearns simply to be held
and embraced by someone who loves
them very much. The child pines to feel
protection and their parents’ presence.
This feeling, said the Rav, is the root of
prayer.
The Rav took note of the first words we
recite when standing before God during
the Amida is the request, “O Lord, open my
lips,” suggesting that we need God’s help
to formulate prayer. We begin prayer on a
note of apprehension. In other words, only
with the help of our Father in Heaven can
we articulate our words correctly (Mesorat
HaRav Siddur, p.306).
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Emunah
A second area that also requires a childlike innocence is the area of emunah, faith
in God.
The Rav offered the example of Avraham
who suspends his judgement when called
upon to sacrifice his son. Avraham does
not say a single word of dissent. Not a
single complaint. The Rav said, “An adult
could not do that; only a child is capable
of absolute, unconditional surrender…”
(Abraham’s Journey, p. 190).
We might add another poignant example:
Aharon, after the tragic death of two sons.
This was his response: Va’yidom Aharon,
‘Aharon was silent’. Not only was he silent
in words he also silenced his mind.
The Rav expanded on this idea and
taught that beside the depth, scope and
sharpness of thought needed to be a
talmid chacham, Torah scholar, the truly
great Jewish personality also possesses
“the playfulness and innocence of a child,
full of curiosity, enthusiasm and limitless
faith.” He conveyed this idea in a eulogy
he offered for his beloved mentor, the
illustrious Rav Chayim Heller (18801960). The following are the Rav words:
“The adult is too clever. Utility is his
guiding light. The experience of God is
unavailable to those approaching it with
a businesslike attitude. Only the child can
breach the boundaries that segregate the
finite from the infinite. Only the child with
his simple faith and fiery enthusiasm can
make the miraculous leap into the bosom
of God... When it came to faith, the giants of
44
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Torah, the geniuses of Israel, became little
children, with all their ingenuousness,
gracefulness, simplicity, their tremors
of fear, their vivid experiences and their
devotion to them... Whenever [Moshe] fell
before God, he cried like a child. Who can
fall before his father, raise his eyes to him
alone, to seek consolation and salvation,
if not the child! ... The mature, the adult,
are not capable of the all-embracing and
all-penetrating outpouring of the soul.
The most sublime crown we can give
a great man sparkles with the gems of
childhood.” (Divrei Hagut Ve-ha’arakha,
pp.159-160; in English: Shiurei Harav,
pp.63-64)
Talmud Torah
Surely when we engage in study of the
Torah the traits most associated with
this task is the wisdom of adulthood
and experience of years which garner
good judgment and insight. These traits
are acquired only with the passage
of time and maturity. The adult and
the trained mind is essential for the
analysis and exploration required for
Talmud Torah.
However, the Rav often emphasized that
another component is essential when
engaging in Talmud Torah. Employing
the venerated ‘Brisker method’, The Rav
examined a ruling of the Rambam’s in
the laws of Talmud Torah in the Mishne
Torah (3:13). Curiously, in this context,
the Rambam spotlights the importance of
learning Torah at night.
“Even though it is a mitzvah to study
during the day and at night, it is only at

night that a person acquires most of his
wisdom. Therefore, a person who desires
to merit the crown of Torah should be
careful with all his nights, not giving up
even one to sleep, eating, drinking, talk, or
the like. Rather, [they should be devoted
to] the study of Torah and the words of
wisdom. Our Sages declared: “The song
of Torah can [be heard] only at night, as
[Eichah 2:19] states: ‘Arise, sing out at
night...’“
The Rav raised the following question
concerning the Rambam’s formulation,
“Why should the time of day make any
difference?”. Secondly, “What is the
Rambam alluding to when he speaks of
the night time being a setting for ‘the
song of Torah’?”
The Rav interpreted this passage to
be describing the unique character of
learning Torah in the night hours. This
time period is most suitable to experience
closeness to God. In the ambiance of
the night one is more suited to feeling
intimacy and closeness with the Giver of
the Torah.
One final example of a Jew’s child-like
relationship to Torah: It is a curious
fact that the images which adorn the
holy Aron in the Holy of Holies are the
cherubim, child-like faces that are affixed
to the ark which contains the Torah. He
suggested that the childlike images are
fitting in the sense that study of Torah
requires the learner to be filled with
purity, naivete and a child-like longing to
feel God’s presence. (Rabbi Soloveitchik’s
eulogy for Rabbi Joseph Shubow)
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Learning from the Rav
Faith, prayer and Torah study require
adulthood and concomitantly call on us
to access sentiments of dependency and
emotions of longing for our Father in
Heaven. A Jew must be eager and capable
of assuming the identities of a zaken,
adult and child - concurrently.
Finally, the Rav cited the Talmud which
tells of a coin that was issued in the time of
Avraham and Sarah. It decries the insignia
etched in the coins: On the one side an
image of an old man and woman and the
image of a young boy and girl on the other
side (Bava Kama 97b). Sarah and Avraham
were able to heroically merge together the
multifaceted stages of life. They were old
and young at the same time.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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In Praise of
Sarah Imeinu
– And the
Hittites!

P

arshat Chayei Sarah describes the
purchase of the Cave of Machpelah,
and the adjacent field, from the Hittites who lived around Hevron. Notably,
Avraham negotiated the sale of the ancestral property with Ephron, the city’s rich
and distinguished head.
We are accustomed to reading this epic
story noting the ignominy that Avraham
suffered, having to call himself an alien
and a resident. Moreover, our revered ancestor experienced the wily negotiating
strategies of Ephron, who squeezed out of
Avraham an extravagant price for Sarah’s
burial plot (and the field).
If Ephron was such a charlatan and a
cheat, why would the Midrash Rabbah, in
the words of R. Elazar, ask, “How many

pens were broken in writing the names of
the Hittites, which occurs no less than ten
times?” After all, the Torah is very frugal
with words – every letter, our rabbis tell
us, is pregnant with meaning. What did
the Hittites do that earned them such an
accolade?
Clearly, we need to distinguish between the
Hittite onlookers of the sale and Ephron
himself. The narrative records how the
Children of Chet referred to Avraham
as a prince of God, how the crowd very
much favored Avraham purchasing the
lot, and how they agreed to intercede
with Ephron on Avraham’s behalf. They
explained to him the financial aspects of
the purchase (following local custom).
They promoted Avraham’s interests and
acted as witnesses.
The Midrash, amazingly, adds that the
Hittites’ action “forms a parallel with the
Ten Commandments” and teaches that
promoting a righteous man’s business
interests is like fulfilling all of the Ten
Commandments. Perhaps an analogy with
the life of Sarah will help us to understand
the intent of the Midrash.
Rabbi M. Miller suggests that the expression in Eshet Chayil, which indicates that
the virtuous wife “planned the purchase
of a field and bought it,” refers to Sarah.
Sarah, obviously, did not physically buy her
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own mausoleum and burial plot. However,
the way she lived her life, as a helpmate to
Avraham and elevating her mundane duties to a spiritual level, matched Avraham’s
business deal with the Hittite.
Following the Zohar, Ma’arat Hamachpelah
is the entrance to Gan Eden, where Heaven
and Earth meet. That would seem like
a contradiction in terms. Nevertheless,
in essence, that, too, is what the Aseret
Hadibrot teaches us: They, too, consist of
laws that form a bridge between the material (“Earth”) and the spiritual (“Heaven”).
The Mitzvot forbidding us to covet property, for example, force us to transcend our
nature and raise our desires to another
realm. They bring us closer to Hashem, reminding us that He is the Source of everything we have.

A Range Of Clinically
Proven Medical Products
Without Medication Or
Surgery To Improve
Sleep & Breathing

So Sara is buried in a double cave that symbolizes two worlds and the “double” life
she lived, consisting of the synthesis of the
mundane and the holy – a central value of
our belief and way of life. The Hittites deserved their praise because, in the rabbi’s
words, they directed a commonplace act
of a purchase of land to a higher end. May
we be worthy of such “mundane” actions
even as we attend to our daily routines and
activities.
Shabbat Shalom!

www.medipedia.co.il
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Backing Out of
an Oral Offer
to a Potential
Worker
Question: I needed work done on my
house – only part of the job was needed
acutely. I contacted Reuven, who came
recommended; he quoted a high price.
Because of the acute need, I agreed without shopping around. When he said he
could only come a week later, I found
Shimon to do the first part of the job. (It
is not clear to me if Reuven now expects
to do the rest of the job.). Shimon told me
that Reuven charged much too much and
offered to do the remaining part for half
of Reuven’s quote. Do I have a halachic or
moral obligation to use Reuven?
Answer: Regarding enforceable monetary
obligations, a commitment to use a worker is not binding unless an act of kinyan
was made or the worker came to start the
job (Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat
333:1). Coming to give an estimate does
not count, but to do preparatory evaluation can count. If due to your agreement
to hire Reuven, he turned down another
48

TORAH TIDBITS / CHAYEI SARAH 5781

offer and he cannot now find replacement
work, you must pay based on the damage
your job offer caused (ibid. 2). However,
it is rare that a job that takes a few hours
and the worker chooses the time would require such a worker to turn down another
job (see Pitchei Choshen, Sechirut 10:(9)).
If any of these grounds for obligation
might exist, we cannot give you any sort
of ruling, without both sides presenting
their sides for us to rule.
If there was no binding obligation but one
did not keep his word, the mishna (Bava
Metzia 75b) says there are ground for
tar’omet (being disgruntled). This is parallel to mechusar amana, when one backs out
of an agreement to purchase something,
and this is a (serious) moral deficiency.
There are several grounds that might relieve you of this status. First, the decision
to employ Reuven must have been complete after the critical employment conditions were settled (compare to the rules of
mechusar amana – Shulchan Aruch, CM
204:6; Pitchei Choshen, Kinyanim 1:(4)). It
is unclear to us (maybe to you too) if this
point was reached.
Another relevant matter is Reuven’s high
fee. If a po’el (roughly, one who is paid by
time) overcharges, the homeowner cannot void his obligation due to mispricing,
as a po’el is analogous to a slave, to whom
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Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

the laws of ona’ah do not apply (Shulchan
Aruch, CM 227:33). The Shulchan Aruch
(ibid. 36) rules that ona’ah applies to a
kablan (one who is paid by the job), like
Reuven. On the other hand, not all agree
(see Maggid Mishneh, Mechira 13:15), and
according to some, ona’ah does not apply
to work done on something connected
to the ground (see Pitchei Teshuva, CM
227:26).

If one found out the work was
significantly overpriced, this
should be grounds to remove
the tar’omet
On the other hand, the question whether
ona’ah applies or not may be irrelevant
here. Regarding the case of mechusar
amana, the Rama (CM 204:11) cites two
opinions as to whether one may back out
if the transaction is no longer worthwhile
because of a price change. The final p’sak is
unclear (Shach ad loc. 8). The S’ma (333:1)
reasons that the same opinions would
apply to a worker’s possible tar’omet. The
Aruch Hashulchan (ad loc. 1) says that an
employer may back out if he found out the
worker is unqualified without the moral
stain of tar’omet. Similarly, if one found
out the work was significantly overpriced,
this should be grounds to remove the

tar’omet even if the formal rules of ona’ah
do not apply.
This being said, it is hard to trust one partial opinion, like that of Shimon, to conclude that Reuven is objectively, grossly
overcharging. Perhaps Shimon needs the
job badly and is offering a large discount.
Maybe Reuven’s work (regarding what
he has planned, how he performs it, or
materials) is on a different level than
Shimon’s.
In summary, it is likely that you are not
morally bound to employ Reuven, and
in a case of doubt on a moral, not legal
obligation, there is room for leniency (see
Chashukei Chemed, Sanhedrin 67a). On
the other hand, you might consider the
lack of clarity, both about the halacha and
the details of the story, and if we asked
his opinion we do not know what points
Reuven would also raise. Therefore, it
would be noble to discuss the matter
openly with Reuven. Feel free to contact us
again with your findings.
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Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

Making a
Gender
Decision

L

ast time, we discussed the case of
the baby born looking female with
male internal organs and genes.
Rabbi Yaakov Ariel suggested that it is
permissible to make this child into a male
through surgery. He suggested that gender is determined by how the child looks
externally and, therefore, if the child can
be operated on to look like a boy, it will
be a boy.
This is different from the case of a person
who undergoes an operation in order to
change their gender. If someone was born
one gender, it is artificial to convert to
another gender. However, in the case of a
child who is born with ambiguous gender
it may be permitted to undergo medical
treatment to define the child’s gender.
The Talmudic precedent for this is the
tumtum, who is either male or female but
is born with their reproductive organs
covered with skin. It is permitted and
encouraged for such an individual to
undergo surgery to confirm their gender.
However, these two cases are not the
50
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same; in the case of the tumtum, their
gender is definitive but is unclear. In such
a case it is imperative to uncover their
true gender. In our case, the child is not
clearly male or female. It could be argued
that in such a case we should not interfere
with nature and decide which gender
they should be.
Rabbi Ariel quotes Rabbi Yosef Babad
who, in his book the Minchat Chinuch,
asks the following complex question.
Two witnesses came on the 30th Adar and
claimed that they saw the new moon. In
Temple times the Beit Din would have
examined them and, if they were accepted, the Beit Din declared that it was
the 1st Nissan. After they were accepted,
two other witnesses presented themselves and claimed that the previous
witnesses were false witnesses. In such
a case, the former witnesses would be
disqualified and Nissan would not start,
rather Adar would continue for one
more day.
What would be the case if the latter
witnesses were 12 years old and would
become bar mitzvah and be accepted
as witnesses on the 1st Nissan? If their
testimony would be accepted, they would
not become bar mitzvah. As such they
would be disqualified as witnesses and
the former witnesses would remain valid
and Nissan would start. If Nissan started,

then the latter witnesses are accepted and
if so then the former witnesses would be
disqualified.
What is the way out of this conundrum?
Do we accept or reject the latter
witnesses? Rabbi Yosef Babad answered
that when the witnesses were accepted
they were bona fide witnesses. As such,
their testimony should be valid and
admitted despite the consequences. How
does this relate to our case?
More on this next week.
The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem
and helps couples from all over the world
who are experiencing fertility problems.
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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MIDEI CHODESH
B'CHODSHO

Searching
for Peace

D

éjà vu all over again?

Many events in Yitzchak’s life mirror events that occurred to his father, Avraham.
Consider, for example, the encounter between Yitzchak and the Philistine King,
Avimelech, chronicled in Parshat Toldot.
A seemingly parallel earlier meeting between Avraham and the king is described
in this week’s parsha, Chayei Sarah.
Strikingly, however, the rabbis view these
two events very differently. While Avraham
is roundly criticized by Chazal for the covenant that he enacts with Avimelech, no
such criticism is levelled against Yitzchak
over the agreements he reaches, a generation later, with the Philistine king.
A careful reading of the text reveals why
Yitzchak escapes such censure. Even more
importantly, Yitzchak’s encounter with
Avimelech, at the dawn of our history,
proves to be as relevant as today’s headlines.
As Avimelech and his entourage approach,
Yitzchak immediately objects: “Why have
you come to me? [It is obvious that] you
52
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hate me, for you exiled me from among
you.”
Avimelech responds by insisting that he
has come to contract a brit, a covenant,
with the Patriarch: “That you shall not to
do evil to us; just as we did not harm you;
and as we did only good to you, for we sent
you away in peace.”
It is critical to note, at this point in the interchange, that there is no disagreement
between Yitzchak and Avimelech about the
facts. They both acknowledge that their
past interactions resulted in Yitzchak’s
exile from Philistine territory.
There is, however, profound disagreement over a much more significant issue.
Yitzchak and Avimelech are arguing about
the definition of “peace.”
To paraphrase the subliminal dialogue
taking place between the two…
Yitzchak opens with the objection: How
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can you possibly approach me now? A
peace treaty? Really? Your intentions until
now have been anything but peaceful.
Did you not revile me and exile me from
your land?
Avimelech responds: How can you say
that we hate you? Our intentions were obviously peaceful. All we did was send you
away. Had we hated you, we would have
killed you!
The Patriarch and the Philistine king live
in two different worlds…
Avimelech defines “peace” as the absence of war and physical violence. As
long as two parties are not killing each
other, in the king’s eyes, they are living
in peace.
To Yitzchak, however, “peace” means
much more. For true peace to exist there
must be both an absence of hostility and
an effort towards cooperation. Anything
less cannot be considered peace.
Returning to the encounter, what Yitzchak
does next seems abundantly strange…
Instead of responding to Avimelech’s rejoinder, Yitzchak abruptly ends the conversation. Without another word, he throws a
party for Avimelech and his followers “and
they ate and they drank.”
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on the definition of peace, they certainly
cannot contract a peace treaty.
Yitzchak, therefore, ends the conversation.
As a smokescreen, he throws a celebratory
party that lasts through the night.

Arab partners are appearing
on the scene whose definition
of peace matches our own
Upon awakening the next morning,
Yitzchak and Avimelech exchange promises with each other. Tellingly, however, the
text makes no mention of an agreed-upon
brit, covenant. Unlike his father, Yitzchak
does not commit to a formal treaty with
the Philistines. He recognizes that temporary agreements with Avimelech are
possible; but a lasting covenant cannot be
drawn.
Finally, and with brilliant irony, Yitzchak
then executes the coup de grace…
The Torah relates: “He [Yitzchak] sent
them away; and they went from him in
peace.”
Yitzchak closes the encounter by turning
the tables on Avimelech. In effect, he says:
I will deal with you as you dealt with me
in the past-according to your definition of
peace. Just as you sent me away ‘in peace’; I
now send you away ‘in peace’.
Recognizing the continued danger of further dealings with Avimelech, Yitzchak
insists on physical separation. He understands that the Philistines can be trusted
only in minimal fashion- and even then54
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only from afar. “True peace” will have
to wait until a “true partner for peace” is
found.
As is always the case, the Torah’s narrative is uncannily relevant to our time, even
when it speaks of historical events that unfolded centuries ago.
We have watched with wonder over these
past weeks as; with so much else going
wrong around the world; a brilliant ray of
light has appeared in the Middle East…
After decades of being held hostage to
Palestinian intransigence, true peace has
apparently begun to unfold between the
State of Israel and its Arab neighbors.
Scenes of friendship, respect and cooperation that would have seemed impossible a
few months ago, greet our eyes daily.
These scenes present a stark contrast, not
only to the hatred of our enemies, but even
to the “cold peace” forged in the past with
Egypt and Jordan. For the first time, Arab
partners are appearing on the scene whose
definition of peace matches our own.
And… the benefits emerging from our
newfound agreements are already causing
others “in the neighborhood” to consider
partnering with the Jewish State.
Yitzchak’s dream of true peace with his
neighbors is finally becoming a reality for
his descendants. May we, with God’s help,
merit the full realization of that dream in
our time.
Rabbi Goldin is the author of the OU press
volumes “Unlocking the Torah Text,” and
“Unlocking the Haggada.
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יהי כבוד

May the honor of Hashem be forever,
may Hashem be happy with His
creations

he world-renown artist stood in front
of his blank canvas as he began to
paint his next masterpiece. A stroke of
red, a dash of orange, a splotch of pink. The
proficient painter chooses the colors with
ease, pausing only to swirl all the colors to
create a most exquisite sunset.

Gemara Chulin 60a explains that these
words were originally said at the time
of creation by the שר העולם, one of the
malaachim, as he witnessed the growth of
the grass. The grass saw that Hashem had
commanded the trees to grow למינהו, each
species separately. The grass understood
from this that Hashem likes things to be
neat and organized and decided on its
own that it should grow  למינהוas well. The
 שר העולםsaw this and was amazed and
called out - – יהי כבוד ה’ לעולם ישמח ה’ במעשיו
May Hashem’s creations always continue
to bring honor to Hashem and to make
Him happy! Rav Moshe Feinstein learns
from this story that we, as Hashem’s
creations, need to be careful not only to
fulfill the Mitzvot that Hashem has directly
commanded us, but to go one step further
and always be thinking what else would

T

Chazal can be compared to this artist,
picking and choosing verses from Tanach
to compile our beautiful Tefillot. Using
Tanach as their palette, Chazal created the
gorgeous masterpiece called the Siddur.
In fact, the Tefilla we will focus on today,
יהי כבוד, is comprised of no less than 16
different pesukim from all over Tanach!
We will analyze a few of the pesukim
below:

ׂיו
ֲש
ָ ׂמח ה' ְּב ַמע
ַ ִש
ְ י ְִהי ְכבוֹד ה' ְלעו ָֹלם י
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Hashem want from me? How can I go
beyond? When we do this, we show that
we are doing mitzvot not just because we
have to, but because we love Hashem and
want to make Him happy. In this way, we
will be able to fulfill the words of this פסוק
and truly bring honor to Hashem.

' ה, לא) ה' ֶמ ֶל ְך,(דברי הימים א טז.ֹאמר ּו ַב ּגוֹיִם ה' ָמ ָל ְך
ְ ְוי
ָעד
ֶ  ה' ֶמ ֶל ְך עו ָֹלם ו:) יח, (שמות טו.ָעד
ֶ  ה' י ְִמל ְֹך ְלע ָֹלם ו,ָמ ָל ְך
) טז, (תהלים י.ָֹא ְבד ּו גוֹיִם ֵמ ַא ְרצו
The nations will say– Hashem rules,
Hashem ruled, Hashem rules, Hashem
will rule forever, Hashem rules forever.
If you think about is, this line seems
awfully redundant and out of order – we
go from present to past to present to future
to present. And even more so, if you look
at the sources of these words (above), you
will notice that our Rabbis compiled them
from three different sources in Tanach
in order to create this strange formation.
Why would they do this? Rav Reuven
Melamed in his sefer, תפילת חנה, explains
that if we would just start with the words
 
	ך ְ  ה' ֶמ ֶלHashem ruled, we may give a false
impression, even for just a moment, that
Hashem ruled in the past but no longer
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does. So we preface the words  ה' ֶמ ֶל ְךwith
a statement of ה' ָמ ָל ְך, Hashem still rules
today. The same is true at the end. If we
would end off with ָעד
ֶ ה' י ְִמל ְֹך ְלע ָֹלם ו, Hashem
will rule, one might get the misimpression
that Hashem will rule in the future but
currently He does not yet rule. Chazal
therefore added the extra pasuk of ה' ֶמ ֶל ְ ְך
ָעד
ֶ עו ָֹלם ו. Hashem rules in the present. This
shows us how careful Chazal were with
how they constructed the Tefillot. Every
single word was chosen with precision.

.ֲצת ה' ִהיא ָתקוּם
ַ יש וַע
ׁ ֲשבוֹת ְּב ֶלב ִא
ׁ
ָ ַר ּבוֹת ַמח
There are many thoughts in the heart of
man but the plan of Hashem will always
prevail.
I have a memory that pops into my mind
almost every morning as I say these
words. I am in second grade and part of
the school choir. We are learning a new
song, called רבות מחשבות. The director of
the choir chooses a pair of identical twins
to do a duet. Over and over, they sing the
words  רבות מחשבותbadadamp badadamp
 בלב אישbadadamp badadamp ועצת ה’ היא
תקום. The twins sing in beautiful harmony,
making the song come alive. I doubt I
understood the words at such a young

age, but somehow the magnificent melody
made an impact on me.
Today, these words are so meaningful
and relevant to my life. I remind myself
every day that I can plan all that I want,
but ultimately Hashem is in control. I can
work for hours and hours to organize a
great program, to bring the best speakers,
to advertise the event properly, but if
Hashem decides the program shouldn’t
work out, then it will rain and no one will
show up (or in today’s terms, the internet
connection will fail). Alternatively, I might
think a certain event won’t be successful,
but Hashem will work it out that the
speakers will be perfect and there will be
an amazing turnout. And what’s true in
my work life, is true in every area of all of
our lives. These words come to remind us
on a daily basis of who is running the show
and where to place our trust.

ַש ִחית ו ְִה ְר ָּבה ְל ָהִׁשיב ַא ּפוֹ ְולֹא
ְׁוְהוּא ַרחוּם י ְַכ ֵּפר ָעוֹן ְולֹא י
.ֲֹמתו
ָ ָעיר ָּכל ח
ִי

Hashem is merciful, He forgives sins,
and doesn’t destroy. He frequently
takes back His wrath and does not
arouse all His anger.
We conclude this paragraph with the
special lines of והוא רחום. These lines are
repeated in Shacharit no less than 4 times!!
Aside from here, they also appear in
תחנון,  הודוand in ובא לציון. What is so
central about these pesukim that they
need to be repeated throughout our
Tefilla? One answer is that these words
remind us that the only reason why we
can even have the audacity to engage
Hashem in Tefilla is because of His
רחמים, His Mercy. In no country in the
world do simple citizens have the ability
to approach the king directly. The fact
that we have the opportunity every
single day to approach the King of Kings
is truly remarkable and is a direct result
of Hashem’s infinite mercy.

Cut and paste into your siddur
Gemara Chulin 60a explains that the words  יהי כבוד ה’ לעולם ישמח ה’ במעשיוwere
originally said at the time of creation by the שר העולם, one of the malaachim, as he
witnessed the growth of the grass. The grass saw that Hashem had commanded
the trees to grow למינהו, each species separately. The grass understood from
this that Hashem likes things to be neat and decided on its own that it should
grow  למינהוas well. The  שר העולםcalled out -  – יהי כבוד ה’ לעולם ישמח ה’ במעשיוMay
Hashem’s creations always continue to bring honor to Hashem! Rav Moshe
Feinstein explains that we, as Hashem’s creations, need to try not only to fulfill
the Mitzvot that Hashem has directly commanded us, but to go beyond and
always be thinking what else would Hashem want from me? When we do this,
we show that we are doing mitzvot not just because we have to, but because we
love Hashem and in this way we bring Him honor.
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES
Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

MACHON MAAYAN, GIVAT WASHINGTON
Machon Maayan is a transformative, life-changing seminary journey
which combines inspirational, serious Torah learning, diverse and
personalized chesed/internship opportunities, and thought-provoking,
experiential weekly seminars and tiyulim that seamlessly move the
classroom into the Land of Israel. Over the years, Machon Maayan has developed the
reputation of being an incredibly warm home where each student is showered with personal
attention by a very caring and passionate staff. The multi-facility Givat Washington college
campus - which includes an Olympic-size swimming pool, a gymnasium, basketball and
tennis courts, a fitness center, an art school, a music school, an Israeli Midrasha, and more
- is the perfect address for motivated young women who wish to grow personally, spiritually
and religiously.

Rabbi Ben Tzion
Goldfischer
Mashgiach Ruchani
In this week’s Parsha, Rivkah
Emenu assumes the role of matriarch
after Sarah’s death. The Midrash alludes
to Rivkah’s worthiness by describing her
as “a rose among thorns” - after all, she
was a righteous woman despite having
been immersed in a nefarious society and
raised in a wicked family. Conventional
wisdom posits we are products of our
environment, so given Rivkah’s upbringing,
how did she defy these overwhelming
negative influences to become worthy
of perpetuating Avraham’s mission by
marrying Yitzchak Avinu?
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Perhaps the Parsha’s long narrative
describing Eliezer’s quest to find a bride
for his master’s son might shed some light
on this question. Throughout the story,
whenever Rivkah’s lineage is described,
her grandmother, Milcah, is mentioned.
We know that the Torah generally
identifies lineage by mentioning the father
or the grandfather; it is very rare for the
Torah to identify the mother and certainly
the grandmother. Perhaps the Torah
deviates from the convention to give us
greater insight into Rivkah by alluding to
the influence of Milcah on her life.
If this is so, who is Milcah?
Milcah is first introduced at the end of

Parshat Noach. We are told that Yiskah
married Avraham and Milcah married
Nachor, Avraham’s brother. The Midrash
identifies Yiskah, whose name is a derivative of the word ‘Nisichah’- princess,
as Sarah Emenu. This name captures
Sarah’s essence, as she undoubtedly embodied royalty. It would only be natural
then to suggest that Milcah- from the word
‘Malkah’ - queen, highlights her royal bearing as well.

The Talmud explains that
the Matriarchs were barren
because Hashem desires the
prayers of the righteous
And as we journey forward in the Torah,
Milcah is mentioned once again in last
week’s Parshah, Parshat Veyerah,
“Some time later, Avraham was told,
‘Milcah too has borne children to your
brother Nahor’. After the Akedah, Hashem
informs Avraham that Milcah had
borne eight children to Nachor, whereas
Reumah, Nachor’s concubine, had given
birth to four children. However, there is
something troubling about this prophesy.
Why does the Torah note “Milcah TOO has
borne children”. The message could have
very easily stated that “Milcah has borne
children”. Clearly, the Torah is comparing
Milcah to another woman who had recently given birth or was in similar circumstances. Ramban is sensitive to this oddity
and quotes the Midrash which once more
compares Milcah to Sarah Emenu. Like

Sarah, we are told, Milcah was barren for
many years, but in the end, she TOO gave
birth to children miraculously at a very old
age like her sister-in-law.
This is striking. The Talmud explains
that the Matriarchs were barren because
Hashem desires the prayers of the righteous. From our Midrash we learn that
Milcah is not only associated with royalty,
but she is a righteous woman of Matriachlike status.
However, the comparisons do not end
there. The Midrash even compares Milcah
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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to Rachel and Leah. In a few weeks time, we
will read that Rachel and Leah, the principal wives of Yaakov, will have a total of eight
children, as opposed to the handmaids who
will give birth to a total of four sons.
Here, Avraham is informed in the
prophecy that Milcah, the principal wife
of Nachor, has mothered eight children,
whereas Nachor’s concubine, Reumah, has
given birth to four sons. This fascinating
comparison once again highlights the
parallels between Milcah and the righteous
Matriarchs.
And finally, the Midrash tells us that Milcah
was the mother of the gentile prophets. In
fact, two of Milcah’s children mentioned
in last week’s Parsha are identified in
the Midrash as Iyov and Bilaam. Iyov
was the most righteous man to walk the

SEALING SERVICES
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earth and Bilaam was evil incarnate. It
is quite evident from this Midrash that
Milcah, the mother of gentile prophecy,
had tremendous spiritual potential,
capabilities, and power. Such power can
be harnessed and used for the good or it
can be contaminated and used for evil.
Unfortunately, Bilaam will ultimately
ignore Milcah’s righteous legacy, but Iyov
will follow in her footsteps.
All this of course sheds light on
Rivkah. Like Iyuv, Rivka seems to have
drawn strength and learned from her
righteous role model grandmother in
order to navigate her spiritually toxic
surroundings.
Milcah’s influence on Rivka is just one
Torah example that demonstrates the
transformative impact that a grandparent
can have on a grandchild. The Gemara
in Kiddushin teaches us that if one who
teaches a grandchild Torah, it is as if the
grandparent has transported that child
back in time to Mount Sinai. I personally
had the zechut to learn this Gemara with
my grandfather on his deathbed and it
is this image and experience that has
strengthened me during many difficult
moments in my life. Unfortunately,
since the onset of corona, it has been
especially difficult for grandchildren to
interact with their grandparents with
ease. While Zoom and social distancing
allows for grandchildren to continue to
learn from their grandparent role models,
we continue to daven for the day when
grandparents will be able to embrace and
hold their grandchildren’s hands as they
transport them back to Har Sinai.

Real Life Rescues
Rescuing A Baby

1221

Last Monday, United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Avishai Zalzman was leaving his house
in Giv’at Ze’ev, on his way to teach a course. As he closed the door of his home, his
communications device began to vibrate, alerting him to a medical emergency occurring
nearby. A few blocks away from Avishai’s home, a baby was choking. Knowing the danger
and how time sensitive the matter was, Avishai rushed over and arrived at the location in
under a minute on his ambucycle.
Avishai entered a room with an additional United Hatzalah volunteer who arrived and
rushed to the 9-month-old baby. The infant had choked on a sticker that was blocking
his airway. The team flipped the infant over and tried to pull out the swallowed sticker,
while also calming the terrified parents as much as they could. The two worked feverishly
to pull out the sticker and unblock the baby’s airway. After a few moments, Avishai
succeeded and was able to reach the sticker and pull it out, allowing the baby to breathe
once more. The baby began to wail, a welcome sound to the worried parents and the
two first responders.
By the time the ambulance arrived, the baby was recovering. The parents were incredibly
thankful for the quick lifesaving intervention shown by Avishai and his partner. The now
breathing baby was transported to the nearest hospital for further care and observation
together with his mother. However, Avishai saw that his job was not done yet. The
caring EMT stayed behind to comfort the father who was very distraught from the whole
situation.
“When I arrived on the scene, my mind kicked into autopilot and I didn’t think of anything
but the baby, and how to get the object out of his throat. Once the danger had passed
and I was allowed time to reflect, I couldn't help but think of my own kids,” Avishai said.
“I thought of what might have happened if God
forbid, the situation had turned out differently
and I was unable to reach and remove the
sticker in time. This was a young couple who
were enjoying the morning with their first and
only child. They were young and frightened
and my heart went out to them. As a father
of four, my perspective has changed and I feel
different now every time I respond to a medical
emergency involving a young child or infant. I
am eternally grateful that I was able to save this
boy’s life. For the family and for myself.”
(Photo of Avishai and fellow volunteer holding
the baby)
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
Asher Manning
Gush Chapter
Director
“Closed Homes but Open
Hearts” – Hachnasat
Orchim During Corona
One of the unfortunate side-effects of this
Corona epidemic is the social distancing.
We humans are social creatures and the
lack of human interaction can really bring
us down. It is one thing to want to hang out
with your friends and be part of a cool and
vibrant social scene, but it is not as easy
to reach out to those friends to whom we
are not as close, and frankly we might not
even particularly like.
Hachnasat Orchim is among the most
ancient of Jewish values. We look to
Avraham Avinu and our forefathers who
opened their homes and their hearts to
everyone, strangers and friends alike.
When choosing a wife for Yitzchak, the
heir to this heritage of hospitality, the
most important criteria was her kindness
to strangers and her willingness to put
others and their needs above her own.
Today we may not be able to welcome
even our closest friends into our homes,
not to mention strangers; and yet, the
mitzvah of Hachnasat Orchim is not
completely lost. We may have closed
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homes but we can still open our hearts.

A nice little ‘Hi’ from you,
might totally make their day
In a world of WhatsApp and Instagram,
Facebook and Telegram, we find
ourselves interacting with other people
all day long. Some might be our best
friends and yet others might be just
acquaintances or those on the sidelines
and peripheries of our social circles. It
is these people, with whom we might
feel less connected or close to, that
the mitzvah of Hachnasat Orchim still
applies.
Sometimes these people might actually
be in need of our friendship; feeling
lonely and distanced from the center
of attention, or being a bit socially
awkward or shy. And sometimes they are
absolutely fine, and yet, receiving a nice
little ‘Hi’ with a cute emoji - from you,
might totally make their day and give
them that warm feeling of knowing that
they are noticed and thought of.
Today in a world of social distancing we
have been given the gift of social media.
Let’s use that gift to reach out to those
who would appreciate it most and thus
continue our beloved legacy of Hachnasat
Orchim.

Moshe Domnitch
11th Grade, Efrat
Living With
Emunah
When Avraham had to bury Sarah, he
was forced to purchase a plot of land that
was already rightfully his. In addition, he
had already been promised all of Eretz
Yisrael for him and his descendants, so
why did he have to pay for land that was
rightfully his? A common answer is to
prove that it’s ours, but I would like to go
in another direction. The fact he had to
do this was a test of Emunah. The Magen
Avot as well as Sefer HaYovel considers his
purchase of Maarat Hamachpela as one
of his ten tests. The Gemarah (Sanhedrin
111A) also cites the fact that Avraham did
not complain about this. In fact, Avraham
never complained about any of the tests
Hashem gave him.

and with other tough times, we don’t
know why it’s happening, and we may
never know why it’s happening. Even
so, we recognize that all things are from
Hashem. May we emulate our forefather
and retain our emuna even in the toughest
of times.
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire,
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"
to the Land of Israel by encouraging
passionate Judaism through Torah and
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

The fact that Avraham didn’t complain
shows the depth of his emuna. To
complain is to find fault with the events
that are transpiring. All that transpires is
from Hashem and all that is from Hashem
is good, even if it doesn’t seem that way to
us sometimes. Therefore, complaining is
finding fault with the way Hashem runs
the world. It takes a very deep level of
emuna to comprehend that everything
Hashem does is for best.
Sometimes a person goes through a tough
period of time. Sometimes the entire
Jewish people go through a tough period.
Sometimes even the whole world goes
through a tough period of time, like we
all are now with Corona. With Corona
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