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Our Parsha is the transition from Avraham 
and Sarah to Yitzchak and Rivka; Sarah 
dies at the beginning, Avraham at the 
end. Avraham buys Maarat Hamachpela 
where Sarah is buried. Avraham directs 
his servant to travel to Avraham’s land to 
bring a wife for Yitzchak. Upon arrival, 
the servant asks G-d to show him the right 
one, the one who will give drink to he and 
his animals. Rivka appears, does what he 
had hoped. He tells the story to her family. 
They agree that she is the one.  Yitzchak 
greets them on their arrival and marries 
Rivka. Avraham’s other children are listed.  
Avraham dies. Yishmael’s descendants are 
listed.

1st Aliya (23:1-16) Sarah dies at age 127 
in Kiryat Arba, Chevron. Avraham needs 
to buy a burial plot. He is treated with 
nobility and respect. The people want 
to give him a plot, while he insists on 
purchasing it. He is successful in buying 
Maarat Hamachpela.

Avraham has clearly earned the respect 
and admiration of the people. He in 
turn treats them with great respect, 

KI TEITZEI bowing twice. The promises made to 
Avraham, of fame, of fortune and of 
family, have all been fulfilled. Yitzchak 
has been born; Avraham is a man of 
great prominence, the people call him 
a prince of G-d; and he is wealthy. But. 
The promise that he would have the 
land of Israel? He does not even own a 
burial plot. Fame, fortune and family, 
yes; foothold in the land, no.

2nd Aliya (23:17-24:9) Sarah is buried. 
Avraham requests from his chief of staff 
to swear to not have Yitzchak marry a 
Canaanite. Rather, “go to my land, my 
birthplace” to find a wife for Yitzchak. Do 
not take Yitzchak there. If she refuses to 
come, you have done all you can.

Yes, Avraham addresses his chief of staff. 
While we commonly refer to him as 
Eliezer, his name does not appear in this 
story. He is not the only anonymous person 
to profoundly influence the story of the 
Jewish people. He takes his place alongside 
the man Joseph will encounter on his way 
to see his brothers, who steers Joseph in 
their direction. Both nameless. As if to say: 
is he finding a wife, or is He finding the 
wife for Yitzchak? Many messengers does 
He use.

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

CHAYEI SARAH

May the Torah learned from this issue of 
TT be in loving memory of and לע״נ

Dora Cohen a”h
דבורה בת שניאור זלמן הלוי ע“ה

On her 12th yahrzeit
כ״ח חשון

Her loving children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren



OU ISRAEL CENTER         7

And why is Avraham so insistent on send-
ing his servant to “my land, my birth-
place”? You cannot help but hear an echo 
from Lech Lecha – “from your land, from 
your birthplace” – said to Avraham. It 
could be Avraham seeking a new gener-
ation of the Jewish people who will walk 
in his footsteps. Literally. He is seeking a 
woman who will walk in the footsteps of 
Sarah.  Sarah, not just Avraham, left her 
land, her birthplace, her family home, 
journeying to the land of Israel. This new 
generation will be led by a woman who 
too leaves her land, her birthplace and her 
parent’s home.  

Following in the footsteps will animate 
Yitzchak and Rivka’s life. Yitzchak will 
do many of the things that Avraham did 
– digging the wells, going to Gerar. Rivka 
will walk in the footsteps of Sarah; Sarah 
sent Yishmael away, Rivka will in effect 
cause Esau to be sent away from the Jewish 
people.

3rd Aliya (24:10-26) The servant arrives in 
Nachor’s city. He asks G-d for a sign; the 
woman who gives me and my camels to 
drink, she is the one. Rivka appears and 
does just that.  She tells him she is from the 
family of Nachor. And there is food for the 
camels and room for him to stay. The man 
bows to G-d.

Rivka is not only going to walk in Sarah’s 
footsteps, leaving her home to go to the 
Land of Israel. She also follows in the 
footsteps of kindness. In the story of 
Avraham and Sarah’s generosity to the 
3 men at the beginning of Vayera, there 
are 2 “ratz – run” and 2 “maher – fast”.  
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Rivka has 2 maher’s and 1 ratz here and 
then another when she runs home. And – 
Avraham offered his guests “a little water”.  
Here too the servant asks for “a little 
water”. Not sure that drawing water for 10 
camels would be called a little – but nary a 
peep of objection from Rivka.

4th Aliya (24:27-52) Rivka runs to tell her 
mother. Her brother Lavan greets the 
man, welcomes him in. But before he 
eats, the man insists on relating what just 
happened. He relates that he is Avraham’s 
servant. And that Avraham has been 
blessed. And the promise to bring a wife 
for Yitzchak from his family. And of his 
deal with G-d. Of Rivka matching what 
he had said would be the sign. And his 
bowing to G-d. He finishes by asking them 
if Rivka shall join him. They respond yes; 

he bows to G-d.

Happy endings are fun to read once. Or 
twice. The commentaries address the 
detail with which the Torah repeats the 
story, this time told by the servant. They 
mine the story for lessons.  

But one lesson that jumps out is the G-d 
talk. There is a lot of G-d talk by this 
servant. But not just the servant; Lavan 
and Betuel respond “this has come from 
G-d”, “she will go as G-d spoke”. Talk of G-d 
does not seem foreign to them. Perhaps 
this is the lingering effect of Avraham’s 
influence; even after all these years of 
being away from his family, the influence 
of his belief in G-d still persists. And the 
servant, the chief of staff’s language is 
deeply religious language – he certainly 

OU Israel joins the entire Jewish community in mourning the passing of 

Rav Dovid Feinstein zt”l
one of the generation’s leading poskim, decisors of Jewish law.

Rav Feinstein served as the Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta Tiferes Jerusalem, located in Manhattan’s Lower 
East Side, since the passing in 1986 of his renowned father Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l. In addition to 
assuming his father’s role as head of the yeshiva, Rav Dovid was relied upon by the Torah community 

to succeed his father as a preeminent source of Halachic wisdom. He provided a clear, 
steady, and con�dent voice of Halachic guidance to innumerable individuals and 
institutions within the community.

Aside from Rav Dovid Feinstein’s celebrated scholarship, his piety and modesty were 
legendary. Any interaction with him served as a lesson in how one can embrace one’s 
own humility without diminishing one’s sense of responsibility.

For many decades, the Orthodox Union frequently sought guidance from Rav Feinstein, particularly 
when confronting novel questions of Jewish law in areas such as Kashruth and NCSY’s approaches to 
Jewish outreach. The world has lost a Gadol BaTorah. We will miss his Torah leadership, his 
astounding and deeply insightful wisdom, as well as his warmth and accessibility.

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.
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has been profoundly influenced by 
Avraham’s calling in the name of G-d.

5th Aliya (24:53-67)  The servant is ready to 
leave. When Rivka’s mother and brother 
ask for a little more time, the servant 
presses them. They ask Rivka her wish; she 
will go. They bless her. Upon their arrival 
in the Negev, Yitzchak is coming from Beer 
L’chai Roi. He sees the camels; she sees 
him. Yitzchak is told of all that occurred.  
Yitzchak and Rivka marry.

With the mission to find a wife for 
Yitzchak successful, someone is missing 
from this return: Avraham. They travel 
right to Yitzchak. Rivka and he marry. And 
Avraham is not heard from again. A true 
passing of the baton.  

Why is it necessary to tell us Yitzchak was 

in Beer L’chai Roi? In fact, he returns there 
and resides there after Avraham’s death. 
Why? That is the place where Yishmael 
was saved from near death after being 
banished by Sarah. Perhaps Yitzchak 
regrets Yishmael’s banishment and seeks 
to make peace with his brother. We will 
see that he does the same later with his 
own sons; he seems to want both Yaakov 
and Esav to continue his legacy. The men 
seem to want reconciliation; the women 
see the need to be definitive. Sarah 
banishes Yishmael. Rivka banishes Esav. 
Poor Yaakov’s wife Rachel dies; it is left 
to only him to decide whether all his sons 
are part of the Jewish people or only one, 
Joseph. 

6th Aliya (25:1-11) Avraham marries 
Keturah; they have 6 sons. All that Avraham 

OU Israel joins the Jewish community and the world in mourning the loss of 

Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, zt”l
Rabbi Sacks, Chief Rabbi of the United Kingdom for 22 years, served as a 
profoundly eloquent teacher of Torah and spokesman for Torah values within the 
Jewish community and beyond. He was an intellectual giant whose unique blend of 
Torah scholarship, academic achievement, human sensitivity, and social awareness 
allowed him to speak to the issues of our times to the broadest of audiences, and he 
did so with courage, clarity and optimism. Rabbi Sacks was a beacon of Kiddush 

Hashem, whose thoughtful teachings improved the world and invariably brought honor to the Torah 
and the Jewish people.

Amongst his proli�c writings on a wide variety of subjects, his Torah commentary was studied weekly 
by tens of thousands. OU Israel's Torah Tidbits was privileged to be a partner in publishing many of 
his writings throughout the years.

Rabbi Sacks’ unique voice, novel and insightful ideas, exciting and elegant prose, unfailingly relevant 
messages, and outstanding leadership will all be sorely missed.  

We wish heartfelt condolences to his entire family. יהי זכרו ברוך

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.
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STATS

5th of the 54 sedras; 5th of 12 in B’reishit Written on 
171 lines in a Torah, rank 37 4 Parshiyot; 3 open, 1 
closed 105 p’sukim - ranks 32 (11 in B’reishit) same as 
D’varim (which is longer) 1402 words - ranks 37th (11 
in B’reishit) 5314 letters - ranks 36th (11 in B’reishit) 
Shorter than average p’sukim in a sedra with slightly 
below average number of p’sukim means a smallish 
sedra

None of the 613 mitzvot are in Chayei Sarah, however, 
as we mention often, there are Midot and values and 
other lessons to be learned. This is one of 17 mitzva-
less sedras, 9 of which are in Sefer B’reishit, 3 in Sh’mot, 
none in Vayikra, 2 in Bamidbar, and 3 in D’varim.

MITZVOT

has goes to Yitzchak; these are sent eastward 
with gifts. Avraham dies at age 175; he is 
buried by Yitzchak and Yishmael in Maarat 
Hamachpelah. Yitzchak is blessed by G-d: 
he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to Yitzchak 
is complete. While G-d has been a silent 
partner in this parsha, here He completes 
the generational transfer – He blesses 
Yitzchak. The Jewish people will be 
Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The generations of 
Yishmael are enumerated. Yishmael dies. 
His descendants dwell from Egypt to 
Assyria.

Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numerous 
and powerful offspring. The brevity is 
to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with 
the Jewish people. And that will be told at 
great length. 

054-723-3863  

For information on magni�cent stand alone homes in 
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.

Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2 
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka) 
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.

Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces. 
160 sqm brand new. Fantastic deal. 4,550,000 NIS!!! 

Old Katamon
New apartment in a new building. Ready in less 
than 6 months. Excellent location, close to Emek 
Refaiim & Shteibalach. 109  sqm of living space, 3 
bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms. 8 sqm terrace from 
the living room (all sukkah). Shabbat elevator. 2 
registered parking spots & storage. 3,700,000 NIS.

Fantastic garden apt in Old Katamon. High ceilings, 
authentic Jerusalem stone building, registered 
garden, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 4,600,000 NIS.

New project  4, 5,  6 rooms available. Underground 
parking, shabbat elevator and storage. Starting 
prices at 3,800,000 NIS- larger apts -6,000,000 NIS.

115 sqm, new apartment, with 50 sqm registered 
garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS.

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7 
doorman. 145 sqm on one �oor , facing garden, 3 
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat 
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.

Beautiful apt in Talbiya, 107 sqm. Fully renovated 
with high end �nishings- under�oor heating/central 
air, elevator, terrace, shared pkg.  Old City, Mamilla, 
First Station. Was 4,400,000 NIS now 4,000,000 NIS.

German Colony
100 sqm apt in a new project ready in 2 years. 50 
sqm registered garden, parking. 4,500,000 NIS.

160 sqm on one �oor, 2nd �oor in small luxury 
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat 
elevator, views, lots of light.  8,500,000 NIS.

New luxury project. 3 and 4 room apts under- 
ground pkg & storage, starting at 3,000,000 NIS.

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

  Tel: 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il
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HAFTORAH  
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah echoes 
the theme in our parsha which mentions 
both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniahu, one of King David’s sons, began 
to prepare for ascension to his father’s 
throne. This was despite the fact that King 
David expressed his wishes that his son 
Solomon succeed him.

Adiniahu convinces two very significant 
personalities - the high Priest and the 
commander of King David’s armies - to 
champion his cause.

Adoniahu arranged to be transported in 
a chariot with fifty people running before 
him. He then invited supporters to a festive 
party to promote his aspirations to attain 
the royalty.

At this time Nathan communicates with 
Bat Sheva, mother of Solomon, and con-
veyed to her the importance of approach-
ing King David and pleading with him that 
he articulate his choice of Solomon to be 
the next King.

King David responds positively to this 
request. He says the following: “Indeed, 
as I swore to you by the Lord God of Israel 
saying, ‘Surely Solomon, your son, shall 
reign after me and he shall sit on my 
throne in my stead, surely, so will I swear 
this day.” 
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