DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES
Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

MACHON MAAYAN, GIVAT WASHINGTON
Machon Maayan is a transformative, life-changing seminary journey
which combines inspirational, serious Torah learning, diverse and
personalized chesed/internship opportunities, and thought-provoking,
experiential weekly seminars and tiyulim that seamlessly move the
classroom into the Land of Israel. Over the years, Machon Maayan has developed the
reputation of being an incredibly warm home where each student is showered with personal
attention by a very caring and passionate staff. The multi-facility Givat Washington college
campus - which includes an Olympic-size swimming pool, a gymnasium, basketball and
tennis courts, a fitness center, an art school, a music school, an Israeli Midrasha, and more
- is the perfect address for motivated young women who wish to grow personally, spiritually
and religiously.

Rabbi Ben Tzion
Goldfischer
Mashgiach Ruchani
In this week’s Parsha, Rivkah
Emenu assumes the role of matriarch
after Sarah’s death. The Midrash alludes
to Rivkah’s worthiness by describing her
as “a rose among thorns” - after all, she
was a righteous woman despite having
been immersed in a nefarious society and
raised in a wicked family. Conventional
wisdom posits we are products of our
environment, so given Rivkah’s upbringing,
how did she defy these overwhelming
negative influences to become worthy
of perpetuating Avraham’s mission by
marrying Yitzchak Avinu?
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Perhaps the Parsha’s long narrative
describing Eliezer’s quest to find a bride
for his master’s son might shed some light
on this question. Throughout the story,
whenever Rivkah’s lineage is described,
her grandmother, Milcah, is mentioned.
We know that the Torah generally
identifies lineage by mentioning the father
or the grandfather; it is very rare for the
Torah to identify the mother and certainly
the grandmother. Perhaps the Torah
deviates from the convention to give us
greater insight into Rivkah by alluding to
the influence of Milcah on her life.
If this is so, who is Milcah?
Milcah is first introduced at the end of

Parshat Noach. We are told that Yiskah
married Avraham and Milcah married
Nachor, Avraham’s brother. The Midrash
identifies Yiskah, whose name is a derivative of the word ‘Nisichah’- princess,
as Sarah Emenu. This name captures
Sarah’s essence, as she undoubtedly embodied royalty. It would only be natural
then to suggest that Milcah- from the word
‘Malkah’ - queen, highlights her royal bearing as well.

The Talmud explains that
the Matriarchs were barren
because Hashem desires the
prayers of the righteous
And as we journey forward in the Torah,
Milcah is mentioned once again in last
week’s Parshah, Parshat Veyerah,
“Some time later, Avraham was told,
‘Milcah too has borne children to your
brother Nahor’. After the Akedah, Hashem
informs Avraham that Milcah had
borne eight children to Nachor, whereas
Reumah, Nachor’s concubine, had given
birth to four children. However, there is
something troubling about this prophesy.
Why does the Torah note “Milcah TOO has
borne children”. The message could have
very easily stated that “Milcah has borne
children”. Clearly, the Torah is comparing
Milcah to another woman who had recently given birth or was in similar circumstances. Ramban is sensitive to this oddity
and quotes the Midrash which once more
compares Milcah to Sarah Emenu. Like

Sarah, we are told, Milcah was barren for
many years, but in the end, she TOO gave
birth to children miraculously at a very old
age like her sister-in-law.
This is striking. The Talmud explains
that the Matriarchs were barren because
Hashem desires the prayers of the righteous. From our Midrash we learn that
Milcah is not only associated with royalty,
but she is a righteous woman of Matriachlike status.
However, the comparisons do not end
there. The Midrash even compares Milcah
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to Rachel and Leah. In a few weeks time, we
will read that Rachel and Leah, the principal wives of Yaakov, will have a total of eight
children, as opposed to the handmaids who
will give birth to a total of four sons.
Here, Avraham is informed in the
prophecy that Milcah, the principal wife
of Nachor, has mothered eight children,
whereas Nachor’s concubine, Reumah, has
given birth to four sons. This fascinating
comparison once again highlights the
parallels between Milcah and the righteous
Matriarchs.
And finally, the Midrash tells us that Milcah
was the mother of the gentile prophets. In
fact, two of Milcah’s children mentioned
in last week’s Parsha are identified in
the Midrash as Iyov and Bilaam. Iyov
was the most righteous man to walk the
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earth and Bilaam was evil incarnate. It
is quite evident from this Midrash that
Milcah, the mother of gentile prophecy,
had tremendous spiritual potential,
capabilities, and power. Such power can
be harnessed and used for the good or it
can be contaminated and used for evil.
Unfortunately, Bilaam will ultimately
ignore Milcah’s righteous legacy, but Iyov
will follow in her footsteps.
All this of course sheds light on
Rivkah. Like Iyuv, Rivka seems to have
drawn strength and learned from her
righteous role model grandmother in
order to navigate her spiritually toxic
surroundings.
Milcah’s influence on Rivka is just one
Torah example that demonstrates the
transformative impact that a grandparent
can have on a grandchild. The Gemara
in Kiddushin teaches us that if one who
teaches a grandchild Torah, it is as if the
grandparent has transported that child
back in time to Mount Sinai. I personally
had the zechut to learn this Gemara with
my grandfather on his deathbed and it
is this image and experience that has
strengthened me during many difficult
moments in my life. Unfortunately,
since the onset of corona, it has been
especially difficult for grandchildren to
interact with their grandparents with
ease. While Zoom and social distancing
allows for grandchildren to continue to
learn from their grandparent role models,
we continue to daven for the day when
grandparents will be able to embrace and
hold their grandchildren’s hands as they
transport them back to Har Sinai.

