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Eino Ben Yomo 
Utensils

A utensil that has not been used in the 
past twenty four hours is known 
as Eino Ben Yomo. After a twenty 

four hour period, the flavor becomes 
distasteful and therefore does not affect 
the kashrut status of the following food 
cooked in the utensil. This concept can 
be applied both to cooking milk in a meat 
pot (or vice versa) or cooking kosher food 
in a non-kosher pot. However, our Sages 
prohibited using an Eino Ben Yomo utensil 
as it may mistakenly lead to transgression 
in the case of a Ben Yomo utensil (see 
Avodah Zara 76:A). 

Halachic authorities rule that food that 
was accidently cooked in a Eino Ben 

Yomo pot is permissible for consumption. 
However, the utensil needs to be kashered. 
The status of the food and utensils differs 
due to the fact that the decree of not using 
an Eino Ben Yomo utensil is Rabbinic. 
Since the food that was cooked in an Eino 
Ben Yomo utensil could either be eaten 
or thrown out, our Sages were lenient in 
allowing one to consume the food. This 
differs from the utensil which can be 
kashered according to halacha (see Aruch 
Hashulchan YD 94:21).

What is the halacha regarding an Eino Ben 
Yomo utensil that cannot be kashered? 

Earthenware cannot be kashered in any 
form as determined by Torah law. The 
flavor absorbed into an earthenware 
utensil can never be removed through 
any means (see Tur YD 121). The Minchat 
Yaakov (85:64) brings early authorities 
that were lenient regarding an Eino Ben 
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Yomo earthenware utensil as the decree 
is Rabbinic and a loss of property would 
be incurred. Rebi Akiva Eiger (Responsa 
43) and many other later authorities 
(see Ma’adanei Asher 165) rejected this 
leniency and claimed that the loss of 

the utensil is not enough to change a 
rabbinical decree. Many later authorities 
accept the opinion of Rebi Akiva Eiger. 
Based on this ruling, if someone was 
to receive a non-kosher earthenware 
utensil (such as ceramic, porcelain or 
china) it may not be used as it cannot be 
kashered. 


