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The beloved stories of the life of Avraham
are found in our Parsha. Avraham hosts
the angels who have come to tell him of
the birth of Sarah. G-d tells Avraham of
the impending destruction of Sodom;
Avraham pleads on their behalf. The City
of Sodom is destroyed, Lot is saved. The
nations of Moav and Amon are born from
Lot and his daughters. Avraham sojourns
in Gerar. Sarah gives birth to Yitzchak,
Hagar and Yishmael are sent away.
Avraham makes a pact with Avimelech.
The Parsha concludes with the dramatic
story of Akeidat Yitzchak, the near death
of Yitzchak at the hands of Avraham.

1stAliya (18:1-14). G-d appearsto Avraham.
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3 men are warmly welcomed by Avraham
with lavish hospitality. They announce to
him that by this time next year Sarah will
have a child. She overhears this from the
tent and laughs, for her ability to bear a
child is a thing of the past. G-d protests —is
anything too much for G-d - this time next
year you will have had a child.

This story is a precious glimpse into the
home of Avraham and Sarah. Running to
do kindness. And the whole house is into it
— Avraham, Sarah, the young helpers. The
hospitality, concern for others and open
home modeled by Avraham becomes the
paradigm of chesed for the Jewish people.

Sarah laughs at the news that she will have
a child. She is reprimanded for that. But
Avraham laughed at the same news at the
end of last week’s parsha. He is not repri-
manded. Rashi comments there: laughter
comes in 2 forms. Simcha, happy laugh-
ter. And scoffing. Avraham laughed; wow,
look at that, me 99, she 90 — and we’ll have
a child! Sarah scoffed, guffawed: what? Me
at 90 and he at 99? Don’t think so.

She has a point. Sarah is the realist.
Avraham the dreamer. Jewish history will
need the dreamers and the realists. The
Avot tend to be the dreamers; the Imahot,
the women, the realists.

27 Aliya (18:15-33). The men leave for
Sodom. G-d convinces Himself that He
may not withhold from Avraham, the
champion of justice, of His plan to destroy
Sodom. Avraham challenges Him: How
can You destroy the righteous along with
the wicked? And how can You destroy the
place if there are righteous people present?



Avraham presses his point.

Something has changed in the life of
Avraham. When we first met him, he was
promised fame and fortune and family.
And the land of Israel. He received fortune
in Egypt, fame in the war of the 5 kings and
the 4 kings. Those were personal promises
to him - he would have fame and he would
have fortune.

The other 2 promises have not yet hap-
pened—family and the land of Israel. Those
are not personal promises. Those are his-
toric — the Jewish people will be born from
you and the Jewish people will inherit this
land of Israel. He has been promised fami-
ly — for 25 years. And repeatedly promised
the land of Israel. However, all the promis-
es were in one direction - G-d promising to
Avraham. Only with Milah was a demand
made of Avraham. And no longer an amor-
phous promise of a child, but an imminent
one —in less than a year.

Avraham senses that he is transitioning
from recipient to teacher. He needs to be
the teacher of G-d’s ways to the next gener-
ation, and all subsequent. He teaches kind-
ness by example. And he needs to teach
justice — not just human justice, but Divine
as well. The covenant with G-d of mila is
an invitation by G-d to engage. And engage
Avraham does.

NOWN YN Y

Rav Meir Kahana hy"'d
murdered by a terrorist
on the 18th of Marcheshvan 5751-1990
Manar
Kahana Family

“The tabulous seaiview;
the terrific Anglo neighbors;

the great terms — all added
up to an offer we just
couldn’t refuse!”

A “saidlanothenhappyldient

S

NOW, before the price increase, is the time to lock
down a great deal on your dream vacation home -
one which offers sun, pleasant sea breezes along
with beautiful views in Anglo-populated Ashkelon!
It's very affordable - from $500,000 with just a 15%
down payment, mortgages available as well as bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.

N
| Ashke. .on Properties
LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER

0544-332621

davidz@AshkelonProperties.com

30+ styles - dll sizes
for women & girls

</

ea-
Modest Swimwear

MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Marci Rapp
050-424-8359

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.

JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

=
i o LIFETIME
Vi WARBANTY

=

JLEM 02-628-8282 | TLY 03-720-8000
tzviaircom

OU ISRAEL CENTER 7



37 Aliya (10:1-20). The men journey to
Sodom. Lot prevails on them to stay with
him. The men of the city object to the pres-
ence of these foreigners. It turns violent.
The visitors tell Lot that Sodom is to be
destroyed and he must leave quickly. His
sons in law refuse. The morning dawns
and Lot, his wife and daughters leave
Sodom, told not to look back.

Lot is Avraham’s closest relative. He seems
to follow in the footsteps of Avraham. He
welcomes the strangers, gives them a place
in his home, serves them food. A parallel
story to Avraham’s kindness to them. But,
the lesson lies not in the similarities but
in the differences. Lot is living in Sodom.
That makes all the difference.

This story is the beginning of the theme
that will dominate the rest of the book of
Genesis: who of Avraham’s family is in?
And who is out? Avraham’s family will in-
herit the covenant of the Jewish people —
but who in his family? With the imminent
birth of Yitzchak, the question as to who
will inherit the land of Israel becomes ur-
gent. Will it be all of Avraham’s entourage?
Lot, Yishmael, Yitzchak? Will Avraham’s
generosity of spirit extend to the promise
of the Land - will he want to include his

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT
be in loving memory of and y7yb

SHARON (RUBIN) PREISER n”y

On her fifth yahrzeit
NYYNIN 'O
Parents: Blossom and Israel Rubin
Sister: Eileen Polly
Husband: Uriel Preiser
Children and Grandchildren

8 TORAHTIDBITS / VAYEIRA 5781

broader family unit?

Well, one person we can see is not going to
be a part of Jewish history: Lot. Lot writes
himself out of that possibility with his as-
sociation with Sodom.

4™ Aliya (19:21-21:4). Lot is told to flee
Sodom. The cities of Sodom and Gemora
(Amora in Hebrew) are destroyed. Lot’s
wife looks back and turns to a pillar of salt.
Avraham looks out from the hills and sees
the destruction. Lot flees to the hills. The 2
daughters of Lot play him with wine and
become pregnant from him, reasoning
that they are the only ones left in the world.
They name their children Moav and Amon.
Avraham goes to Gerar, Avimelech is told
by G-d not to touch Sarah, Avimelech con-
fronts Avraham as to why he hid Sarah’s
identity from him. Avraham responds: I
saw there is no fear of G-d here. G-d ful-
fills what he promised to Sarah. She gives
birth to Yitzchak. Avraham circumcises
him as G-d commanded.

There is a lot of “seeing”: Lot should not
look back, while Avraham is looking over
the plain. The daughters see themselves
as Noah and family - the sole survivors.
Avraham sees there is no fear of G-d.

Lot did not see, or take to heart that he lived
amongst sinners. What Lot did not see
around him, Avraham perceived immedi-
ately in Gerar; there is no fear of G-d here.

The story with Lot’s daughters is a bitter
irony - as Rav Hershel Schachter likes to
point out — did they really think, of all the
people in the world, they are the most
righteous to be saved? There is no one else



in the entire world except them? Really?
What about Avraham? How did they feel
the next day when they walked down the
street and saw a whole world of people?

5% Aliya (21:5-21). Yitzchak grows and is
weaned. Sarah sees Yishmael playing with
Yitzchak. She tells Avraham to banish this
boy, for he will not inherit on a par with
Yitzchak. This troubles Avraham but G-d
tells him to listen to Sarah. Avraham arises
early, sends away Hagar and Yishmael.
They go to the desert of Beersheva. The
water runs out. Hagar cannot bear to see
the death of her child and cries. An angel
calls to her. Her eyes are opened, she sees a
well and gives water to Yishmael.

The next generation of the Jewish people
has now been born. Who will be part of
the covenant? Lot is out, but he is not a
child of Avraham, albeit a nephew. Sarah
tells Avraham that Yishmael, although a
child of Avraham is not the next genera-
tion of the Jewish people. Yishmael’s ban-
ishment is a parallel story to the Akeida
that we are about to read. In both stories
Avraham arises early, a child walks with a
parent, the child’s life is in danger, an an-
gel calls, the parent sees what they did not
see before, the child is saved. Similar sto-
ries teach that G-d cares and saves the one
in distress. But similarities are only similar
— they are not the same. Yishmael will not
be Yitzchak’s equal in the next generation
of the Jewish people.
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6% Aliya (21:22-34). Avimelech initiates
a pact with Avraham in Beersheva. They
name the place Beersheva from the word
to swear. Avraham calls out in G-d’s name
in Beersheva.

Avraham’s fame has prompted a pact.
But the lesson lies in what is missing.
While Avraham is now famous, he holds
only great moral suasion; but no political
standing. He has no land, no army, no
political presence. The promise that he will
possess this land remains but a dream.

7% Aliya (22:1-24). Akeidat Yitzchak, the
binding of Isaac. Avraham is told to take
Yitzchak and offer him as an offering.
On the way, Yitzchak questions Avraham.
They arrive at the mountain. At the last
moment, the angel calls to Avraham.
Avraham has proven his loyalty to G-d’s
command. He sees a ram caught in the
bush and offers it in the place of Yitzchak.
They return to Beersheva.

The most dramatic story in the Torah.
A story of absolute loyalty to the Divine
command but also one of pathos and
irony. The man of generosity, who pleaded
for the lives of the wicked of Sodom now
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prepared to take the life of his son. The
one who challenged the injustice of the
impending destruction of Sodom, now has
no voice. And the most obvious - the one
who waited patiently for 25 years for the
promise of a child — and a future — now
prepared to destroy it all.

A story that can be thought about and
studied for a lifetime. Perhaps, one ele-
ment of the story pertains to the promises.
While the promise to Avraham of fame,
family and fortune have been granted by
G-d. And the promise of his family inher-
iting the Land of Israel is now able to take
shape. Do not think G-d’s reach for man
and for the Jewish people will be without
it’s complexity, it’s sacrifices, it’s mysteries
in trying to understand the ineffable ways
of G-d. While an intimate bond is being
created of G-d’s love for the Jewish peo-
ple, and while we are increasingly being
drawn to Him, He remains opaque, inscru-
table, mysterious, beyond our grasp. |
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4th of the 54 sedras; 4th of 12 sedras in B’reishit
Written on 252 lines in a Torah, rank: 5 6 Parshiyot; 4
open, 2 closed

147 p’sukim - ranks 7th (4th in B’reishit) 2085 words
- ranks 2nd (1st in B’reishit) 7862 letters - rank: 3rd
(2nd in B’reishit)

Vayeira is actually the 2nd largest sedra in the Torah.
(Naso, is #1 with no rival - Bamidbar, Pinchas, and
R’ei all take up more lines than Vayeira, but those
sedras each have many parshiyot, which means a
lot of blank space between parshiyot, which adds to
the line-count.)

None of Taryag (the 613 mitzvot) are found in Vayeira
(one of 17 sedras without entries on the list of 613) -
however, there are Midot and values and other lessons.



HAFTORAH
2 KINGS, 4:1-37

This week’s parsha famously tells us
that although Avraham and Sarah were
advanced in age they miraculously
bear a child. Along these same lines the
haftorah this Shabbat describes a similar
incident in which the navi Elisha assures
an elderly childless woman that she will
bear a child.

There are a number of miracles that are
performed by the navi Elisha. The first
miracle is regarding a widow who is
impoverished and has been threatened
by her creditors that her two sons will be
taken as slaves. Elisha tells her to gather
empty containers and then pour oil into
the empty containers. She did so and a
miracle occurs. The oil continued to flow
until the last empty jug was filled. The
woman was able to sell the oil and was
able to repay her debts.

There second miracle is even more
significant. Elisha would often pass
through the city of Shunem. A couple who
lived in the town offered a place for Elisha
to stay. They even made a guest room that
Elisha could use whenever he needed.
Elisha became aware that the couple was
childless. He blessed the woman that she
would give birth. Indeed a year later a son
was born to the couple.

The story does not end there. A few years
later the son died suddenly. The woman
called Elisha back to her home. Elisha
quickly came and miraculously was able
to bring the child back to life. m
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