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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director,
OU Israel
Zoom - most of us had never
heard of Zoom, let alone used it, prior to
the outbreak of Covid-19. Yet, it is now a
part of our lexicon. Many people seem
to have a love-hate relationship with
Zoom. On the one hand, it is connecting
us to family, friends, learning and social
opportunities. On the other hand, we’ve
had Zoom overload and been “Zoomed
out.”
Someone recently sent me a message
saying that if this pandemic was 15 years
ago things would have been drastically
different. We would all be in our homes
with our Nokia phones paying thousands
of shekel a month on airtime and barely
being able to see or hear anyone. The fact
that Hashem brought the coronavirus now
enables us to be more connected to each
other. While we must maintain physical
distance, we are able to be connected and
see each other virtually. B”H Zoom also
enables us to continue offering OU Israel
Center Shiurim and youth programming
via Zoom.
As part of my role in working on getting
government funding for OU Israel’s
programs, I meet with many Knesset

Happy B-day, Ernie!
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members. Last week, I had a meeting with
MK Tehila Friedman exploring additional
ways to receive government funding for
our OU Israel youth at-risk programs.
She mentioned that she usually attends
the UJA General Assembly this time of
year, but instead of flying she addressed
the conference virtually. She shared
that instead of taking a week and flying
to America, spending money on flights,
pollution, etc, she was able to stay with her
family and help her kids right before and
right after her talk.
Zoom has major advantages. On a personal
level, it enabled me to see my parents who
live next door while we were in lockdown
over the chagim, and it enabled me to meet
with friends and colleagues across the
world. If Zoom existed in Biblical times,
in this week’s Parsha when Rivka left her
family to marry Yitzchak, she would have
had a way to stay in touch, the same way so
many of us are now connecting.
Yet, Zoom also brings with it tremendous
frustration. B”H as a family with 9 kids,
we are well aware of the difficulties of
virtual school. Two of my kids are out of
the house (one married and one in the
IDF), but juggling 7 schedules and kids
on Zoom school almost every hour of the
day has us scrambling to plug in ancient
computers and placate the teachers who
understandably want the kids to join Zoom
classes on time, but the kids are dependent

on another sibling finishing the previous
hours’ class to then take over the computer.
Adding to the complexity of everything
going on, while I eagerly await my kids
going back to school to have a break from
this juggling act and provide them with
the opportunity to see their friends and
teachers in person, there’s also unease
after seeing what happened the last time
the country opened up again.

Hosting a Simcha?
Save Time, Money & Effort
LD Events
Lenny Davidman
Office: (02) 673-0721
Cell: 054-557-3101
Lenny@LDEVENTS.com

One thing that helps balance the challenges
of this “Zoom period” is the feedback I have
received from so many of you via email,
fax, and handwritten letters. Hearing how
Torah Tidbits and our virtual OU Israel
Center Shiurim have impacted you warms
my heart. Please continue to reach out
(aberman@ouisrael.org).
I’d like to share one of the many notes I
received that illustrate the positive aspects
of Zoom. One woman wrote, “I need to tell
you about something I always wanted to do
but couldn’t and that is come to OU Center
for classes. I live in Ramat Beit Shemesh
and 9 a.m. was a bit early for me. So now,
I can have the shiurim come to me but
never expected it would happen because
of a world wide virus.”

True wholesaler from the diamond
boursa with over 25 years experience
member diamond dealers club

∙

Engagement Rings Stud Earrings
Pendants Tennis Bracelets

∙

050-573-9061 jeffmor36@gmail.com
www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

We are all familiar with the concept עבדו
את ה’ בשמחה, perhaps one way we can
accomplish this during these trying times
is to continue to share the growth going
on in our lives and focus on the positive
things around us, Zoom included.

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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KI TEITZEI
VAYEIRA
ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
Rabbi Reuven
Tradburks
Director of RCA
Israel Region
The beloved stories of the life of Avraham
are found in our Parsha. Avraham hosts
the angels who have come to tell him of
the birth of Sarah. G-d tells Avraham of
the impending destruction of Sodom;
Avraham pleads on their behalf. The City
of Sodom is destroyed, Lot is saved. The
nations of Moav and Amon are born from
Lot and his daughters. Avraham sojourns
in Gerar. Sarah gives birth to Yitzchak,
Hagar and Yishmael are sent away.
Avraham makes a pact with Avimelech.
The Parsha concludes with the dramatic
story of Akeidat Yitzchak, the near death
of Yitzchak at the hands of Avraham.
1st Aliya (18:1-14). G-d appears to Avraham.

3 men are warmly welcomed by Avraham
with lavish hospitality. They announce to
him that by this time next year Sarah will
have a child. She overhears this from the
tent and laughs, for her ability to bear a
child is a thing of the past. G-d protests – is
anything too much for G-d – this time next
year you will have had a child.
This story is a precious glimpse into the
home of Avraham and Sarah. Running to
do kindness. And the whole house is into it
– Avraham, Sarah, the young helpers. The
hospitality, concern for others and open
home modeled by Avraham becomes the
paradigm of chesed for the Jewish people.
Sarah laughs at the news that she will have
a child. She is reprimanded for that. But
Avraham laughed at the same news at the
end of last week’s parsha. He is not reprimanded. Rashi comments there: laughter
comes in 2 forms. Simcha, happy laughter. And scoffing. Avraham laughed; wow,
look at that, me 99, she 90 – and we’ll have
a child! Sarah scoffed, guffawed: what? Me
at 90 and he at 99? Don’t think so.
She has a point. Sarah is the realist.
Avraham the dreamer. Jewish history will
need the dreamers and the realists. The
Avot tend to be the dreamers; the Imahot,
the women, the realists.
2nd Aliya (18:15-33). The men leave for
Sodom. G-d convinces Himself that He
may not withhold from Avraham, the
champion of justice, of His plan to destroy
Sodom. Avraham challenges Him: How
can You destroy the righteous along with
the wicked? And how can You destroy the
place if there are righteous people present?

6
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Avraham presses his point.
Something has changed in the life of
Avraham. When we first met him, he was
promised fame and fortune and family.
And the land of Israel. He received fortune
in Egypt, fame in the war of the 5 kings and
the 4 kings. Those were personal promises
to him – he would have fame and he would
have fortune.
The other 2 promises have not yet happened – family and the land of Israel. Those
are not personal promises. Those are historic – the Jewish people will be born from
you and the Jewish people will inherit this
land of Israel. He has been promised family – for 25 years. And repeatedly promised
the land of Israel. However, all the promises were in one direction – G-d promising to
Avraham. Only with Milah was a demand
made of Avraham. And no longer an amorphous promise of a child, but an imminent
one – in less than a year.
Avraham senses that he is transitioning
from recipient to teacher. He needs to be
the teacher of G-d’s ways to the next generation, and all subsequent. He teaches kindness by example. And he needs to teach
justice – not just human justice, but Divine
as well. The covenant with G-d of mila is
an invitation by G-d to engage. And engage
Avraham does.

זכור אל תשכח

Rav Meir Kahana hy"d
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3rd Aliya (10:1-20). The men journey to
Sodom. Lot prevails on them to stay with
him. The men of the city object to the presence of these foreigners. It turns violent.
The visitors tell Lot that Sodom is to be
destroyed and he must leave quickly. His
sons in law refuse. The morning dawns
and Lot, his wife and daughters leave
Sodom, told not to look back.
Lot is Avraham’s closest relative. He seems
to follow in the footsteps of Avraham. He
welcomes the strangers, gives them a place
in his home, serves them food. A parallel
story to Avraham’s kindness to them. But,
the lesson lies not in the similarities but
in the differences. Lot is living in Sodom.
That makes all the difference.
This story is the beginning of the theme
that will dominate the rest of the book of
Genesis: who of Avraham’s family is in?
And who is out? Avraham’s family will inherit the covenant of the Jewish people –
but who in his family? With the imminent
birth of Yitzchak, the question as to who
will inherit the land of Israel becomes urgent. Will it be all of Avraham’s entourage?
Lot, Yishmael, Yitzchak? Will Avraham’s
generosity of spirit extend to the promise
of the Land – will he want to include his

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT
be in loving memory of and לע"נ

SHARON (RUBIN) PREISER ע"ה
On her fifth yahrzeit
ט"ז מרחשון
Parents: Blossom and Israel Rubin
Sister: Eileen Polly
Husband: Uriel Preiser
Children and Grandchildren
8

TORAH TIDBITS / VAYEIRA 5781

broader family unit?
Well, one person we can see is not going to
be a part of Jewish history: Lot. Lot writes
himself out of that possibility with his association with Sodom.
4th Aliya (19:21-21:4). Lot is told to flee
Sodom. The cities of Sodom and Gemora
(Amora in Hebrew) are destroyed. Lot’s
wife looks back and turns to a pillar of salt.
Avraham looks out from the hills and sees
the destruction. Lot flees to the hills. The 2
daughters of Lot play him with wine and
become pregnant from him, reasoning
that they are the only ones left in the world.
They name their children Moav and Amon.
Avraham goes to Gerar, Avimelech is told
by G-d not to touch Sarah, Avimelech confronts Avraham as to why he hid Sarah’s
identity from him. Avraham responds: I
saw there is no fear of G-d here. G-d fulfills what he promised to Sarah. She gives
birth to Yitzchak. Avraham circumcises
him as G-d commanded.
There is a lot of “seeing”: Lot should not
look back, while Avraham is looking over
the plain. The daughters see themselves
as Noah and family – the sole survivors.
Avraham sees there is no fear of G-d.
Lot did not see, or take to heart that he lived
amongst sinners. What Lot did not see
around him, Avraham perceived immediately in Gerar; there is no fear of G-d here.
The story with Lot’s daughters is a bitter
irony – as Rav Hershel Schachter likes to
point out – did they really think, of all the
people in the world, they are the most
righteous to be saved? There is no one else

in the entire world except them? Really?
What about Avraham? How did they feel
the next day when they walked down the
street and saw a whole world of people?
5th Aliya (21:5-21). Yitzchak grows and is
weaned. Sarah sees Yishmael playing with
Yitzchak. She tells Avraham to banish this
boy, for he will not inherit on a par with
Yitzchak. This troubles Avraham but G-d
tells him to listen to Sarah. Avraham arises
early, sends away Hagar and Yishmael.
They go to the desert of Beersheva. The
water runs out. Hagar cannot bear to see
the death of her child and cries. An angel
calls to her. Her eyes are opened, she sees a
well and gives water to Yishmael.
The next generation of the Jewish people
has now been born. Who will be part of
the covenant? Lot is out, but he is not a
child of Avraham, albeit a nephew. Sarah
tells Avraham that Yishmael, although a
child of Avraham is not the next generation of the Jewish people. Yishmael’s banishment is a parallel story to the Akeida
that we are about to read. In both stories
Avraham arises early, a child walks with a
parent, the child’s life is in danger, an angel calls, the parent sees what they did not
see before, the child is saved. Similar stories teach that G-d cares and saves the one
in distress. But similarities are only similar
– they are not the same. Yishmael will not
be Yitzchak’s equal in the next generation
of the Jewish people.

Dedicated L’iluy Nishmat

חיה בת ר' יצחק הכהן ע"ה
Helen Schiffmiller a”h
whose 2nd Yahrtzeit is on כ"ו מרחשון
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6th Aliya (21:22-34). Avimelech initiates
a pact with Avraham in Beersheva. They
name the place Beersheva from the word
to swear. Avraham calls out in G-d’s name
in Beersheva.
Avraham’s fame has prompted a pact.
But the lesson lies in what is missing.
While Avraham is now famous, he holds
only great moral suasion; but no political
standing. He has no land, no army, no
political presence. The promise that he will
possess this land remains but a dream.
7th Aliya (22:1-24). Akeidat Yitzchak, the
binding of Isaac. Avraham is told to take
Yitzchak and offer him as an offering.
On the way, Yitzchak questions Avraham.
They arrive at the mountain. At the last
moment, the angel calls to Avraham.
Avraham has proven his loyalty to G-d’s
command. He sees a ram caught in the
Inoffers
lovingit in
memory
of of
ourYitzchak.
bush and
the place
parents/grandparents
They return
to Beersheva.

Bennie & Florence Klein z”l

The most dramatic story in the Torah.
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A story of absolute loyalty to the Divine
 י“ב חשוןbut also oneז“לofפרץ
ברוך בן
command
pathos
and
חשוןThe
כ“הmanע“ה
חנן ראובןwho
פריידל בת
irony.
of generosity,
pleaded
for the
the wicked
Sodom
Janetlives
andofGordon
Berkleyofand
familynow

With great sadness we announce
the passing בשיבה טובה
of our dear mother

Ruth Sudwarts (Ramm) a"h
Who will be greatly missed
by her children
Louis, Pnina and Debby and her
grandchildren and great grandchildren
יהיה זכרה ברוך
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prepared to take the life of his son. The
one who challenged the injustice of the
impending destruction of Sodom, now has
no voice. And the most obvious – the one
who waited patiently for 25 years for the
promise of a child – and a future – now
prepared to destroy it all.
A story that can be thought about and
studied for a lifetime. Perhaps, one element of the story pertains to the promises.
While the promise to Avraham of fame,
family and fortune have been granted by
G-d. And the promise of his family inheriting the Land of Israel is now able to take
shape. Do not think G-d’s reach for man
and for the Jewish people will be without
it’s complexity, it’s sacrifices, it’s mysteries
in trying to understand the ineffable ways
of G-d. While an intimate bond is being
created of G-d’s love for the Jewish people, and while we are increasingly being
drawn to Him, He remains opaque, inscrutable, mysterious, beyond our grasp.

STATS
4th of the 54 sedras; 4th of 12 sedras in B’reishit
Written on 252 lines in a Torah, rank: 5 6 Parshiyot; 4
open, 2 closed
147 p’sukim - ranks 7th (4th in B’reishit) 2085 words
- ranks 2nd (1st in B’reishit) 7862 letters - rank: 3rd
(2nd in B’reishit)
Vayeira is actually the 2nd largest sedra in the Torah.
(Naso, is #1 with no rival - Bamidbar, Pinchas, and
R’ei all take up more lines than Vayeira, but those
sedras each have many parshiyot, which means a
lot of blank space between parshiyot, which adds to
the line-count.)

MITZVOT
None of Taryag (the 613 mitzvot) are found in Vayeira
(one of 17 sedras without entries on the list of 613) however, there are Midot and values and other lessons.

HAFTORAH
2 KINGS, 4:1-37
This week’s parsha famously tells us
that although Avraham and Sarah were
advanced in age they miraculously
bear a child. Along these same lines the
haftorah this Shabbat describes a similar
incident in which the navi Elisha assures
an elderly childless woman that she will
bear a child.
There are a number of miracles that are
performed by the navi Elisha. The first
miracle is regarding a widow who is
impoverished and has been threatened
by her creditors that her two sons will be
taken as slaves. Elisha tells her to gather
empty containers and then pour oil into
the empty containers. She did so and a
miracle occurs. The oil continued to flow
until the last empty jug was filled. The
woman was able to sell the oil and was
able to repay her debts.
There second miracle is even more
significant. Elisha would often pass
through the city of Shunem. A couple who
lived in the town offered a place for Elisha
to stay. They even made a guest room that
Elisha could use whenever he needed.
Elisha became aware that the couple was
childless. He blessed the woman that she
would give birth. Indeed a year later a son
was born to the couple.
The story does not end there. A few years
later the son died suddenly. The woman
called Elisha back to her home. Elisha
quickly came and miraculously was able
to bring the child back to life.
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IN THE PARSHA

Dystopia

of more importance to the soul than their
simplicity might suggest.”

I

Although those words of wisdom could
themselves serve as the basis for an essay,
it is another one of More’s contributions
to the world’s culture that prompts me
to begin this column by mentioning him.
More earned a prominent place in the
history of world literature because of his
classic work, Utopia. In this work, More
imagines the ideal society, one that is
perfectly just and fair. Indeed, More coined
the word “utopia,” which has become part
of our everyday parlance.

never thought that I would begin a discussion of the weekly Torah portion
by referring to a person who was canonized as a saint by the Catholic Church.
Never, that is, until I sat down to write this
week’s Person in the Parsha column.
The person in question is Sir Thomas
More (1478-1535), the great jurist and
counselor to the notorious King Henry
VIII, who was beheaded because of his
insistence that the Catholic Church was
his supreme religious authority, and not
King Henry.
I have long admired Sir Thomas because
of his courage and also because of his
wisdom. One example of the latter is the
following quotation, which remains one
of my all-time favorites: “The ordinary
arts we practice every day at home are

In loving memory of our father,
grandfather, great-grandfather

Alfred S. Cohen l"f

l"f odkd oexd` mely `a`
on his 12
11th yahrzeit, oeygxn c"k

by his daughters: Janice Weinreb, Barbara
Yasgur, Benay Cohen-Nesher and families
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Centuries after More’s martyrdom, at
least two of his countrymen found it
necessary to seek a word which would
signify a perfectly evil society. They
searched for an antonym to “utopia.” In
the early 19th century, Jeremy Bentham
introduced the word “cacotopia,” defining
it as a nightmare society in which morals
mean nothing. Bentham’s follower, the
philosopher John Stuart Mill, preferred
the term “dystopia.” It is Mills’ term that
has prevailed as the antonym of choice for
“utopia.” Subsequent philosophers have
found it ironic that this nightmare world
often results from attempts to create an
ideal society.
This week’s Torah portion, Parshat Vayeira
(Genesis 18:1-22:24) tells the story of what

was the world’s first “dystopia,” Sodom. We
first encounter this “nightmare society” in
last week’s parsha, Parshat Lech Lecha.
There, we read of Lot’s decision to leave
his Uncle Abram’s company and “pitch his
tents near Sodom.” Immediately, the Torah
interjects: “Now the inhabitants of Sodom
were very wicked and sinful against the
Lord.” (Genesis 13:13) The careful reader
of this phrase wonders, “What exactly
did they do to deserve such a malignant
biblical review? What behaviors were so
wicked and sinful?”
The rabbinic commentators, from the
Talmud and Midrash down to our very
own times, expand upon this description
of Sodom and fill in some of the details
for us. Rashi briefly summarizes some
of the Talmud’s views: “They were
wicked with their bodies, sinful with
their material possessions, and were
intentionally rebellious against God.” They
violated sexual mores, were unethical in
their business dealings, and based their
behavior upon a corrupt theology.
The great medieval commentator,
Rabbenu Bachya ben Asher, elaborates
even further by referring to a passage in
the Book of Ezekiel that provides us with
some further background as to the nature
of Sodom. The passage reads: “Behold,
this was the sin of your sister Sodom: arrogance! She and her daughters had plenty of bread and untroubled tranquility;
yet she did not support the poor and the
needy. In their haughtiness, they committed abominations before Me; and so I removed them, as you saw.” (Ezekiel 16:4950) The prophet informs us that Sodom
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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was an affluent society which could easily
have been charitable to others; yet they enacted laws against charity. They were untroubled, at peace because of their military
power, yet they isolated themselves from
less fortunate neighboring societies. They
committed moral abominations.
Rabbenu Bachya continues, “Although the
Torah had not yet been revealed, simple
human reason demands charitable deeds
and moral behavior. It is despicable
that one human would stand idly by as
another human suffers from hunger.
How can one who has been blessed with
bountiful wealth not alleviate another
person’s poverty? How much more
despicable is he who ignores one of his
own people, one who dwells within his
own community.”

sadistic tortures imaginable.
Avraham’s weltanschauung was the polar
opposite of Sodom’s. Is it not astounding,
then, that he pleaded with the Almighty for
Sodom’s salvation? After all, if the antonym
for utopia is dystopia, then Avrahamism is
the antonym for Sodomism. Yet Avraham
prayed for Sodom!
Commentators throughout the ages have
sought to understand why Avraham
supposed that there might be fifty, or even
ten, righteous men in such a thoroughly
corrupt society. One approach to this
problem is attributed to Rabbi Isaiah
Jungreis, author of the work Chazon
Yeshayahu, a profound and original
thinker whose life was snuffed out by the
Nazis in 1944.

In loving memory of our
parents/grandparents

He argues that, paradoxically, the
comprehensiveness and totality of
Sodom’s evil was precisely what Avraham
used in its defense. He puts these words
into Avraham’s mouth: “Almighty Lord!
Is it not conceivable that there are indeed
fifty individuals in Sodom who recognize
the cruel and evil nature of their society
but who cannot protest, because their
own lives would then be in danger? Surely
these well-intentioned but impotent
individuals deserve to be considered
righteous individuals in whose merit all
of Sodom should be saved!”

on their 14th Yahrzeits
י“ב חשון
ברוך בן פרץ ז“ל
פריידל בת חנן ראובן ע“ה כ“ה חשון
Janet and Gordon Berkley and family

Rabbi Jungreis suggests that the
Almighty’s responded as follows: “Yes,
dear Avraham. He who opposes evil but
does not protest because he fears for his
own life is a righteous person. But there
were not fifty, nor even ten, individuals in

Our Sages assert that Sodom and the three
cities that were her cohorts were denied
a place in the World to Come. It was not
because they were a lawless society that
they deserved this extreme punishment.
Quite the contrary—they had an elaborate
legal and judicial system. But their laws
were based upon intolerance, selfishness,
and cruelty. Our Sages tell us that their
laws were enforced by means of the most

Bennie & Florence Klein z”l
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all of Sodom with troubled consciences.
It was not the coercive nature of their
environment that prevented them from
speaking out. It was their evil and sinful
behavior.”
I am not qualified to debate Rabbi
Jungreis, a keen student of biblical texts
and a kadosh, a martyr, of the Holocaust.
I concur with his hypothesis regarding
Avraham’s argument. Avraham may very
well have argued that those who fail to
protest in order to protect their own lives
should be considered righteous men.
But I take issue with his conjecture
regarding the Almighty’s response. I find
the following Divine response more likely:
“Avraham, dear Avraham! A person who
finds himself in an evil society must voice
protest, whatever the cost, if he is to be
considered righteous. There may very
well have been ten, or fifty, or perhaps
even more, residents of Sodom who were
aware that theirs was a morally corrupt
environment. Arguably, those men
should not be considered evil. But there
is no way that they can be considered
righteous. A righteous person speaks
out courageously against the evil that
surrounds him. Trust me, Avraham, had
anyone in Sodom broken the conspiracy
of silence which allowed evil to persist, I,
the Lord Almighty would have hastened
to assist him in his cause.”
It was not only Sodom’s evil that God
could not tolerate. It was also the silence
in the face of that evil. And that silence
ultimately excluded all of Sodom from the
World to Come.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

The OU Israel family joins the larger Jewish community praying
for the full recovery of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
May the learning of this Dvar Torah be in merit of a full and speedy recovery for the Rav

Please pray for the Refua Shleima of HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben Liba
לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

Answering
the Call

T

he early history of humanity is
set out in the Torah as a series of
disappointments. God gave human
beings freedom, which they then misused.
Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit. Cain
murdered Abel. Within a relatively short
time, the world before the Flood became
dominated by violence. All flesh perverted
its way on the earth. God created order,
but humans created chaos. Even after
the Flood, humanity, in the form of the
builders of Babel, were guilty of hubris,
thinking that people could build a tower
that “reaches heaven” (Gen. 11:4).
Humans failed to respond to God, which
16
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is where Abraham enters the picture. We
are not quite sure, at the beginning, what
it is that Abraham is summoned to do. We
know he is commanded to leave his land,
birthplace and father’s house and travel
“to the land I will show you,” (Gen. 12:1)
but what he is to do when he gets there,
we do not know. On this the Torah is silent.
What is Abraham’s mission? What makes
him special? What makes him more than a
good man in a bad age, as was Noah? What
makes him a leader and the father of a
nation of leaders?
To decode the mystery we have to recall
what the Torah has been signalling prior
to this point. I suggested in previous
weeks that a - perhaps the - key theme is
a failure of responsibility. Adam and Eve
lack personal responsibility. Adam says, “It
wasn’t me; it was the woman.” Eve says,
“It wasn’t me, it was the serpent.” It is as if
they deny being the authors of their own
stories – as if they do not understand either
freedom or the responsibility it entails.
Cain does not deny personal responsibility.
He does not say, “It wasn’t me. It was Abel’s
fault for provoking me.” Instead he denies

moral responsibility: “Am I my brother’s
keeper?”
Noah fails the test of collective responsibility. He is a man of virtue in an age of
vice, but he makes no impact on his contemporaries. He saves his family (and the
animals) but no one else. According to the
plain reading of the text, he does not even
try.
If we understand this, we understand
Abraham. He exercises personal responsibility. In parshat Lech Lecha, a quarrel
breaks out between Abraham’s herdsmen
and those of his nephew Lot. Seeing that
this was no random occurrence but the result of their having too many cattle to be
able to graze together, Abraham immediately proposes a solution:
Abram said to Lot, “Let there not be a
quarrel between you and me, or between
your herders and mine, for we are
brothers. Is not the whole land before you?
Let’s part company. If you go to the left, I
will go to the right; if you go to the right, I’ll
go to the left.” (Gen. 13:8-9)
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Note that Abraham passes no judgment.
He does not ask whose fault the argument
was. He does not ask who will gain from
any particular outcome. He gives Lot the
choice. He sees the problem and acts.
In the next chapter of Bereishit we are
told about a local war, as a result of which
Lot is among the people taken captive.
Immediately Abraham gathers a force,
pursues the invaders, rescues Lot and with
him, all the other captives. He returns these
captives safely to their homes, refusing to
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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take any of the spoils of victory that he is
offered by the grateful king of Sodom.
This is a strange passage – it depicts
Abraham very differently from the
nomadic shepherd we see elsewhere. The
passage is best understood in the context
of the story of Cain. Abraham shows he is
his brother’s (or brother’s son’s) keeper.
He immediately understands the nature
of moral responsibility. Despite the fact
that Lot chose to live where he did with
its attendant risks, Abraham does not say,
“His safety is his responsibility, not mine.”
Then, in this week’s parsha of Vayeira,
comes the great moment: a human being
challenges God Himself for the very first
time. God is about to pass judgment on
Sodom. Abraham, fearing that this will
mean that the city will be destroyed, says:

18
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“Will you sweep away the righteous
with the wicked? What if there are fifty
righteous people in the city? Will you really
sweep it away and not spare the place for
the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?
Far be it from you to do such a thing—to
kill the righteous with the wicked, treating
the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be
it from you! Will not the Judge of all the
earth do justice?” (Gen. 18:23–25)
This is a remarkable speech. By what
right does a mere mortal challenge God
Himself?
The short answer is that God Himself
signalled that he should. Listen carefully
to the text:
Then the Lord said, “Shall I hide from
Abraham what I am about to do? Abraham

will surely become a great and powerful
nation, and all nations on earth will be
blessed through him” ... Then the Lord
said, “The outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah is so great and their sin so
grievous that I will go down and see if what
they have done is as bad as the outcry that
has reached Me.” (Gen. 18:17–21)

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
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Those words, “Shall I hide from Abraham
what I am about to do?” are a clear hint that
God wants Abraham to respond; otherwise
why would He have said them?

So God said to Noah, “I am going to put
an end to all people, for the earth is filled
with violence because of them. I am surely
going to destroy both them and the earth”
(Gen. 6:13).
Noah did not protest. To the contrary, we
are told three times that Noah “did as God
commanded him” (Gen. 6:22; 7:5; 7:9). Noah
accepted the verdict. Abraham challenged
it. Abraham understood the third principle
we have been exploring over the past few
weeks: collective responsibility.
The people of Sodom were not Abraham’s
brothers and sisters, so he was going
beyond even what he did in rescuing Lot.
He prayed on their behalf because he
understood the idea of human solidarity,
immortally expressed by John Donne:
No man is an island,
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Entire of itself ...
Any man’s death diminishes me,
For I am involved in mankind.1
But a question remains. Why did God call
on Abraham to challenge Him? Was there
anything Abraham knew that God didn’t
know? That idea is absurd. The answer is
surely this: Abraham was to become the
role model and initiator of a new faith, one
that would not defend the human status
quo but challenge it.
Abraham had to have the courage to
challenge God if his descendants were to
challenge human rulers, as Moses and the
Prophets did. Jews do not accept the world
that is. They challenge it in the name of
the world that ought to be. This is a critical
turning point in human history: the birth
of the world’s first religion of protest – the
emergence of a faith that challenges the
world instead of accepting it.
Abraham was not a conventional leader.
He did not rule a nation. There was as
yet no nation for him to lead. But he was
the role model of leadership as Judaism
1 John Donne, Devotions Upon Emergent
Occasions, Meditation XVII.
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understands it. He took responsibility.
He acted; he didn’t wait for others to act.
Of Noah, the Torah says, “he walked with
God” (Gen. 6:9). But to Abraham, God says,
“Walk before Me,” (Gen. 17:1), meaning:
be a leader. Walk ahead. Take personal
responsibility. Take moral responsibility.
Take collective responsibility.
Judaism is God’s call to responsibility.
Shabbat Shalom
Questions (Around The Shabbat Table)
What could Adam, Eve, Cain and Noah
have said or done differently, to face up to
their various responsibilities?
What was Abraham’s greatest quality?
How can we continue Abraham’s legacy
today?
Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable
Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
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RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
PROBING BY
Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

I

enjoy stories. Perhaps that is why
history fascinates me. A story, especially
a true, historical one, draws the interest
of the listener or of the reader. Professional
speakers know that, as do educators,
rabbis and writers. It is for this reason
that this week’s haftarah is one that most
people enjoy following. In contrast to those
readings taken from Nevi’im Acharonim,
the later prophetic writings, that usually
share with us the prophet’s condemnations
of an unfaithful and corrupt Israel or his
visions of a shining and glorious future, the
selections taken from the earlier prophetic
writings (Nevi’im Rishonim) generally tell
a story that most find more interesting to
follow and an easier source from which to
extract moral lessons - whether from the
account itself or from a character found in
the story.
And that is certainly true of this week’s
haftarah. The episodes from Sefer
Melachim B that make up our haftarah
focus upon a poor widow and her sons, a
wealthy, barren woman and her son and,
of course, on the navi Elisha. We have, in
the past, discussed the parallels between
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the stories in the haftarah and that in the
parasha, we have also drawn parallels
between the navi Elisha and his “rebbe”,
Eliyahu, and even between the two stories
in the haftarah itself. This year, however, I
would like to focus on a seemingly minor
character in the reading but one who, as
his story continues in Sefer Melachim,
is a difficult personality to understand:
Elisha’s aide, Geichazi.
In our haftarah he is portrayed as an
assistant to the great navi. It is Geichazi
who informs Elisha about the barrenness
of the wealthy Shunamit woman, it is he
who attempts to protect the saintly prophet
when the woman falls upon Elisha’s his
feet and he whom Elisha entrusts to revive
the dead son of the Shunamit woman. Yet,
by the end of his story, we find him cursed
by his master with incurable leprosy and
banished from Elisha’s presence, never
again to attend and assist the navi. So
what happened to one who, ostensibly,

was marked as the successor to Elisha, as
Elisha was to Eliyahu?
The Tanach relates to us how Geichazi
“lost” his position and his master’s trust
when, contrary to Elisha’s wishes, he
accepts valuable gifts from Na’aman
(general of the army of Aram) and then
attempts to hide his actions from Elisha.
That single act of defiance broke the bond
of trust and obedience between prophet
and student, a bond that was essential for a
successful handing down of the prophetic
tradition from one generation to another.
And it also reflected a moral deficiency in
character that was sufficient reason for
the rejection of Geichazi as a future “Ish
HaElokim”, Man of G-d.
But what was it that caused one so special
to fail so miserably?
HaRav Soloveitchik suggests that our
haftarah gives us a glimpse into that
moral deficiency that doomed Geichazi’s
future. Elisha entrusts his assistance with
the charge of reviving the dead son-and
to do that without Elisha’s assistance.
Furthermore, he was told to speak to no
one on the way, that is, to fulfill his mission
silently, telling no one of the miracle he
would perform. This act was considered
so important that the Chachmei Kabbalah,
the masters of the mystical, state that, had
he succeeded, the Beit HaMikdash would
never have been destroyed!!! Instead, he
told people all along his way to the boy,
so that, when he attempted to revive him,
there was a crowd of people watching him
(as opposed to both Eliyahu and Elisha
who revived the dead in the secrecy of

their room).
The Rav explained that Geichazi’s sin
lay in the fact that, although he served
the navi for so long and, even though he
was in the presence of holiness for years,
his fundamental personality remained
unchanged. He was insensitive to the
sanctity that surrounded him each day
but was completely unaffected by it. And
when you cannot sense holiness and are
incapable of internalizing the values you
see – you cannot hope to teach or inspire
others.
How essential it is to recognize greatness
and holiness and allow it to impact your
very nature, your very character. Our
challenge is to find that greatness, that
holiness. And we hope to learn from that
as Elisha did and as Geichazi did not.
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W

ithin the chapter depicting
Akeidas Yitzhak, there is a
phrase that is repeated three
times.  – וילכו יחדוvayelchu yachdav (they
went together). The first occurrence is
in chapter 22 pasuk 6 describing how
Avraham acted while preparing to
sacrifice his son:

ִֹק֣ח ְּבָיד֔ו
ַּ ׂם֙ ַעל־י ְִצ ָח֣ק ְּבנ֔וֹ ַו ּי
ֲצ֣י ָֽהע ָֹל֗ה ַוָּי֨ ֶש
ֵ ִק֨ח ַא ְב ָר ָה֜ם ֶאת־ע
ַּ ַו ּי
ַח ָּֽדו
ְ ֵיה֖ם י
ֶ ֲכ ֶ֑לת ַוֵּי ְֽלכ֥ ּו ְׁשנ
ֶ ת־ה ַּֽמא
ַ ְא
ֶ ת־ה ֵאׁ֖ש ו
ָ ֶא
And Avraham took the wood for the burnt
offering, and he placed [it] upon his son
Yitzhak, and he took into his hand the
fire and the knife, and they both went
together.
Rashi suggests that the purpose of the
phrase here is to highlight Avraham’s
greatness. And they both went
together: Avraham, who knew that he
was going to slaughter his son, was going
as willingly and joyfully as Yitzhak, who

was unaware of the matter. Despite the
difficulty of having to potentially slaughter
one’s only child, Avraham accepted the
God given decree and acted as willingly as
Yitzhak who was likely unaware of what
was about to transpire.
The second occurrence of this phrase is in
verse 8:

ׂ֛ה ְלע ָֹל֖ה ְּבנִ ֑י ַוֵּי ְֽלכ֥ ּו
ה־לוֹ ַה ֶּש
֥ ּ ֨אמר֙ ַא ְב ָר ָה֔ם ֱאלֹקים י ְִר ֶא
ֶ ַֹו ּי
ַח ָּֽדו
ְ ֵיה֖ם י
ֶ ְׁשנ
And Avraham said, “God will provide for
Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my
son.” And they both went together.
Rashi suggests that the purpose of this
phrase here is to highlight Yitzhak’s
greatness. And they both went together:
Although Yitzhak understood that he was
going to be slaughtered, “ they both went
together,” with one accord (lit. with the
same heart). Yitzhak did not hesitate. He
went forward with the same conviction
as his father Avraham to fulfil God’s
command.
The third occurrence of this phrase is at
the end of the parsha in pasuk 19, after
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Avraham descends from Har Hamoriah
upon completing his 10th nisayon- the
Akeida –

ׁש ַ֑בע
ָ ל־ב ֵא֣ר
ְּ ַח ָּד֖ו ֶא
ְ ָק֛מ ּו ַוֵּי ְֽלכ֥ ּו י
ֻ ׁ֤שב ַא ְב ָר ָהם֙ ֶאל־נְ ָע ָר֔יו ַו ּי
ָ ַוָּי
ׁש ַבע
ָֽ ׁ֥שב ַא ְב ָר ָה֖ם ִּב ְב ֵא֥ר
ֶ ַוֵּי
And Avraham returned to his young men,
and they arose and went together to
Be’er Sheva; and Avraham remained in
Be’er sheva.
Rashi is silent on this pasuk.
After
highlighting that the first two uses of this
phrase portray the unique characteristics
of dedication and devotion of Avraham
and Yitzhak to God’s command, what
is the third use of this phrase meant to
teach us?
In Vakarata L’Shabbos Oneg (vol 2), Rav
Shmuel M’Karov is quoted as stating that
the third use of this phrase accentuates
Avraham’s midas ha’anava – his humility!
After returning from such a great event,
Avraham returned to his servants and
went with them- as if they were on the
same level.
No matter how significant an event we
perform, or impressive achievement, we
can’t let it get to our head. Whether it is a
spiritual accomplishment like – making a
siyum, serving as a chazan, giving a public
speech or dvar torah, or obtaining material success and riches, we have to remain

humble. Avraham did not just return to
his servants- he returned to earth. He returned to his senses and did not exemplify
superior sentiments, notwithstanding his
engagement with an angel.
When the angel calls out to warn Avraham
not to slaughter his son- the angel
declares: Avraham: Avraham. There are
four individuals who are called by their
name twice consecutively. Avraham,
Yaakov, Moshe and Shmuel. This is to
emphasize that although these individuals
experienced an amazing event, they
remained the same humble individual as
they were prior to such encounter.
May we all be worthy of great achievements and be able to enhance our spiritually without inflating our ego.

The ENDURING
POWER OF ATTORNEY

The new way to ensure your affairs
are looked after
in the event of your becoming
incapable of doing so yourself

A TALK by
Advocate Shmuel
(Laurence) Becker
Free - On ZOOM
Join me

Tuesday
10th November 2020
11.00 a.m.

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7787164878
password – 366183
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Measure for
Measure

W

hen traveling south in the Land
of Israel toward the Dead Sea,
many of us may look for a pillar of salt wondering if it is perhaps the
wife of Lot. Chazal wonder why she received such a severe punishment. After
all, isn’t it human nature to look behind to
see what is going on? Further, why did she
specifically become a pillar of salt?
Rav Chaim Shmulevitz in Sichot Mussar explains based on the Ramban that Hashem
Himself descended to punish the people
of Sodom. A moment of powerful Divine
punishment is also a time of tremendous
closeness and revelation. A familiar example can be found at the time of the churban
haBayit. At the very moment of imminent

May the Torah learned from this issue of
Torah Tidbits be in loving memory and

לעילוי נשמת

הרב אשר מיכאל בן הר' צבי ז"צל
Rabbi Oscar Michael Lifshutz z"l
on his 30th Yahrzeit
כ"ג מרחשוון תשנ"א

Martin Lifshutz and Family
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destruction, the keruvim were embracing
one another reflecting the great closeness
and love felt by Hakadosh Baruch Hu for
His people. Similarly, the punishment of
Lot’s wife was the effect of seeing a revelation of G-dliness that warranted her death.
Rav Shalom Schwadron in Lev Shalom explains that Lot’s wife looked back at the
demolition of the city because she did not
fully believe it would happen. Usually fear
of death hinders curiosity, preventing people from doing what they shouldn’t. But in
this case, Lot’s wife was not certain that
the men who visited her home were really
angels; she did not actually believe their
threats. Perhaps, she thought, she was
being sent from her home for no reason.
Therefore, her punishment was not merely for turning around to look behind her,
it was more for the lack of belief that she
exhibited.
Shai LaTorah speculates whether Lot and
his family were included with those who
were destined for destruction yet merited
a special salvation or maybe they were not
even incorporated in the decree. He argues
that since Lot’s wife turned into a pillar of
salt it indicated that they were included in
the original judgement but had the fortune
to be saved only under specific conditions.
When Lot’s wife abrogated the conditions
by looking back, she was subject to punishment like the rest of the city.

Rashi (B'reishit 19;26), quotes the midrash
that the punishment of salt was measure
for measure. When Lot welcomed the
angels as his guests, his wife went to her
neighbor to borrow salt. Spreading the
word about her husband’s hospitality
eventually led to the city’s destruction.
Others explain that she did not mind having the guests as much as she minded giving them salt to enhance their food. Rav
Epstein in Sefer Hearot expounds that
when one hesitates to be hospitable it
does not necessarily reflect poorly on the
person, since perhaps he struggles with
spending money. However, when one does
a chesed and specifically begrudges another any enjoyment, it is a reflection of wickedness. As such, Lot’s wife was punished
for her wickedness. It was as if she said,
“I’ll share my food but I won’t put forth extra effort for you to enjoy it.”
When Lot fled he literally turned his back
on his chosen lifestyle and was able to realize the mistakes he had made. Rav Milevsky
in Ner Uziel suggests that Lot’s ability to
do teshuvah stemmed from his affinity towards chesed that kept him connected to
Hashem. Lot’s wife, however, refused to be
involved in his chesed. Salt demonstrates
going above and beyond, providing people with more than they need which is a
manifestation of chesed, not just emet. She
did not have this core from which to do teshuvah and was still very much connected
to Sodom with all the wickedness it represented. Her punishment in the form of salt
teaches us the importance of chesed as a
medium of connection and a channel for
self-improvement.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI JUDAH
OU-NCSY
MISCHEL Mashpiah,
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

Hashem’s
Problem

R

eb Yosef Friedensohn, z’l, was a man
of faith, Jewish hero and a Holocaust
survivor. He had metaphorically
“earned seven diplomas from seven
German universities of murder and
atrocity” — having survived seven camps,
and embodied the indestructibility of Klal
Yisrael. As the editor of “Dos Yiddishe Vort”,
a publication of Agudas Yisroel, Reb Yosef
represented Torah values and Yidishkeit to
the world for close to 70 years.
Reb Yosef recounted his memories as
a young man in the Warsaw Ghetto,
a harrowing description of suffering
and hunger, with children roaming the
streets, crying out for food. He and his
siblings also suffered privation, and
knowing the cupboards were empty,
always wondered what, if anything, they
would eat in the morning. However, this
was the context for a precious instruction
in Emunah and mesirus nefesh. “Oif
morgen, vet G-tt zorgen,” his father would
say, “Tomorrow is Hashem’s concern.”
28
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Within their cramped apartment looking
down on the pitiful scene street below,
Reb Yosef’s father would sometimes take
the family’s small ration of bread, cut it
into little pieces, wrap them individually
in paper, and drop them from the window
to starving Jews.

In this week’s sedra, at the Akeidas Yitzchak,
the test of all tests, the Ribono Shel Olam
continued to measure our forefather’s
faith and mesirus nefesh, inner and outer
sacrifice. Employing the same language as
when Avraham embarked on his original
journey, Avraham Avinu’s temimus,
simplicity and wholeheartedness, is put
to the test: “Lech lecha, go to the Land of
Moriah, veha’alehu sham le’olah, and offer
him there as an olah, a burnt offering, on
one of the heights that I will show you”
(Bereishis, 22:2).
Of all the korbanos, the offerings brought
in the Beis haMikdash, the olah was
unique, in that when placed on the altar,
it was to be fully consumed in fire. Nothing
was to be left. An olas tamim is a ‘whole’
offering; a perfect, unblemished gift to
Hashem in which not a trace is left over.
Reb Shlomo Carlebach, zy’a, explained in
the name of the Beis Ya’akov of Ishbitz,
that for Avraham Avinu there was no
difference between the first test, leaving

his birthplace, and the last one, taking his
son up to the altar. It was all one continuous
lech lecha, a single process of cultivating
temimus wholeheartedness with Hashem.
When summoned to holiness, Avraham
Avinu responded to each calling with his
‘lecha’, his entire self.
When Yitzchak asked, Ayeh ha-seh l’olah,
“Where is the lamb for the Olah offering?”
it is clear that the search for temimus had
been transmitted, for vayel’chu shneihem
yachdav, “Avraham and Yitzchak walked
together,” with all their hearts, fully
engaged, completely present. Together,
Avraham and Yitzchak went ‘all in’ on
the altar of sacrifice, without making
cheshbonos, calculations or letting their
own feelings and opinions get in the way.
Rebbe

Simcha

Bunim

of

This Chanukah, give your family & friends
the GIFT of an Israel experience

Featuring the largest collection of pre-recorded
virtual trips and family activity sheets on the web
Peter Abelow | Onnie Schiffmiller | Tali Kaplinski Tarlow
To learn more and see our Chanukah Gift options visit:

www.israelisbeautiful.com

Peshischa

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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imagines the internal debate of Avraham
Avinu on the way to Akeidas Yitzchak,
and paints a picture of the conversation
between our forefather and his yeitzer hara, evil inclination.
The yetzer ha-ra appears to Avraham
Avinu with the following claim: “Hashem
promised that a great nation would
arise from you through Yitzchak your
son. After years of waiting, the promise
was fulfilled and Yitzchak was born by
a miracle. If you go through with the
Akeida, and sacrifice Yitzchak, Hashem’s
promise won’t be fulfilled, and then what
will become of the Jewish story? What
about tomorrow?”
Avraham answered the yetzer ha-ra: “The
Ribbono shel Olam told me to sacrifice
my son, and so that is what I will do. The
fact that He made a promise that from
Yitzchak there would rise a great nation is
His problem, not mine.”

Rebbetzin Henny Machlis, a’h, was a
modern Jewish hero, a tzadeikes renowned
for her incredible Emunah, boundless

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon

In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm,
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan,
asking $2,550,000
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giving and acts of chesed and hachnasas
orchim, hosting guests. There were many
Friday afternoons when the Rebbetzin
knew that they would be hosting more
than one hundred guests for Shabbos
meals, and did not have the money to
buy the food and cover expenses. But the
Machlis family was ‘all-in’, and Hashem
provided.
Over the years I had the great privilege
of spending time with the Rebbetzin, and
yibadel l’chaim, the great teacher of Torah,
Rav Mordechai Machlis, shlit’a. In our last
conversation, I shared the feeling of being
overwhelmed with balancing professional
obligation and family commitments,
the desire to give to others and personal
aspirations in avodas Hashem. It was
becoming more difficult and unrealistic to
keep up the pace of giving which he and
the Rebbetzin had modelled, and which I
had hoped to achieve.
“Emunah means that we believe Hashem
is hakol yachol, He can do everything and
anything,” replied Rebbetzin Machlis. “If
you have done your best and reached your
limit in whatever way, it is Hashem’s job to
take care of the rest of the situation. He has
infinite ways to get the job done”

Mesirus nefesh is in our National and
spiritual DNA, and we all feel we have
our part to do. We just need to remember
that we are called upon simply to fulfill
Hashem’s will as we understand it, to go
‘all in’, with temimus, today, and do our
best — while knowing that the rest is
“Hashem’s problem”.

Special event for women in honor of

Parshat Chayei Sarah

Women Reaching Higher

Wednesday, November 11, 4:00pm

Meet Chevron resident Yifat Alkobi
as she shares with us some of the history
and personalities of Chevron, and talks
about life in Chevron today.
Live from Maarat HaMachpeila!
Register at:
www.ouisrael.org/events/chayeisarah
https://zoom.us/j/88334330480

FREE OF CHARGE

OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG l 02-5609110

Calling all Children Grades 1-5!
Join OU Israel for some Pre-Shabbos Ruach!!!

PARSHAT CHAYEI SARAH KIDS’

KOLLEL

Thursday, November 12, 4:00pm

Featuring a special visit to Chevron,
עיר האבות, where we will meet Chevron
residents and hear about life in Chevron!
Register at www.ouisrael.org/events/
chayeisarahkids
Zoom link - https://zoom.us/j/87159465384
FREE OF CHARGE
OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG l 02-5609110
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU Israel at
SUN, NOV 8

Online Shiurim & Programs

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/144986284

Rabbi David Walk

10:15 AM

Rabbi Avram Herzog

Akeidat Yitzchak: What was
the test(s)?
https://zoom.
us/j/403831319

11:30 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

Mrs. Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

Rav Soloveitchik on the Parsha
https://zoom.us/j/700303855

11:45 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Ethics, Family and Society
in the writings of Rav Hirsch,
Rav Kook and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.us/j/81925157325

Mishlei: Wisdom for Life
(L’Ayla) https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82280847618

4:30PM

2:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura
S,T,TH https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

4:30 PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun
S,M,W,Th
https://zoom.
us/j/86466998217
Passcode: ouisrael

TUE, NOV 10

MON, NOV 9

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

7:00 PM

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

9:00 PM

Rabbi Sam Shor Penimiut
HaTorah- Inspiration from the
Masters of Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

*L’AYLA CLASSES
ARE FOR WOMEN
ONLY

9:00 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

Minchat Chinuch https://
zoom.us/j/89983298537

9:15 AM

Mrs. Shira Smiles Torah

Tapestries (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/98629920642

10:30 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Parshat HaShavua https://
zoom.us/j/195174554

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld

5:00 PM

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

Chazal:Insights Into Our
Times (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

MISSED A CLASS?
You can watch the
recording at
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
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in the comfort of your Home
WED, NOV 11
9:00 AM

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel Halacha &
Medina https://zoom.us/j/6878683646

10:15 AM

Rabbi Anthony Manning

Contemporary Issues in Halacha
& Hashkafa https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

THURS, NOV 12
10:15 AM

Rabbi Baruch Taub Parshat
HaShavua https://zoom.
us/j/615813416

11:30 AM

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
https://zoom.us/j/488542635

11:30 AM

2:00 PM

Jewish Thinkers https://zoom.
us/j/772450422

4:30PM

Rabbi Alan Kimche Great

4:30PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

8:00 PM

7:00 PM

https://zoom.us/j/2624570009

Rabbi Baruch Taub Halacha

https://zoom.us/j/709706986

8:30 PM

Rabbi Ezra Friedman Practical

Kashrut https://zoom.us/j/698124792

8:30 PM

Rav Meir Goldwicht (Hebrew)
Parshat Hashavua https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902 Passcode: 18

Rabbi Ari Kahn. Parshat HaShavua

Special Event
4:00

Parshat Chayei Sarah
Kids’ Kollel
https:/ zoom.
us/j/87159465384

8:00 PM Special Event

Exploring Chevron (L’Ayla)
With Chevron resident, Mrs.
Yifat Alcoby https://zoom.
us/j/88334330480

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER

33

The Jews of Ethiopia:

Past, Present & Future
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 8:00PM
Celebrate Sigd-Ethiopian Jewry’s
Commemoration of the Brit with Hashem and the
Torah with a special multi-media presentation

Join Rabbi Shimshon Nadel as he
explores one of the most dramatic, heroic,
and tragic stories in modern history, featuring
pictures, video, and music from his visits to
Ethiopia.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89734143841
22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM
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l

02-560-9100

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Communication,
Coping & Corona
Tuesday, Nov 17, 8:30pm

A workshop for Couples with

Rabbi Joel and Ruthie Portnoy,
Certified Imago Couples Therapists

Gain Practical Skills for Navigating the Pressures
of these Challenging Times
Register at: www.ouisrael.org/events/coupleworkshop
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85426579334

FREE
OF CHARGE

OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG l 02-5609110
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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VIRTUAL ROSH CHODESH KISLEV SEMINAR FOR WOMEN

ASSIMILATION & INTERACTION
WITH THE SECULAR WORLD
Tuesday, November 17, Kislev 1, 9:00AM - 1:00PM
Women Reaching Higher

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל
9:00 – 9:15 Opening Remarks
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski
9:15 – 10:15 Chanukah: Yosef and Yavan
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles
10:00 – 11:05 מי לה’ אלי: A Clash of
Culture among Brothers Ms. Rivi Frankel

11:05 – 11:55 From the Front Lines of
Assimilation: Yavan, Charleston and Chanuka’s
Message Rebbetzin Ariela Davis
11:55 – 12:45 Integration & Identity:
The Exile Experience in Tanach
Mrs. Leah Feinberg

For more information and to register: www.ouisrael.org/events/kislev2020
https://zoom.us/j/89857695828

OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

l 02-5609110

From Ottawa to Jerusalem:

A Capital Exchange
Sunday, November 22, 8:00 PM
Join us for an exciting Cultural Exchange - over Zoom!
Hear about Jewish life in Ottawa, Canada,
and cultural life in Jerusalem, and enjoy performances
on each side of the ocean.
Women Reaching Higher

Featuring Ottawa kiruv leader and comedienne
Danielle (Devora) Altonaga, and Jerusalem resident
Sarah Leah Rodin, olah from Ottawa.
A link to the event will be posted on Facebook on the
day of the event, at: Facebook.com/wpcjerusalem
or Facebook.com/OUIsrael

Danielle (Devora)
Altonaga

Sarah Leah Rodin

FREE ADMISSION
FOR WOMEN ONLY

OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG l 02-5609110
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, October 25 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur was
sponsored in memory of Gittel bas Rav Ben Zion a”h,
Rav Simcha ben Rav Asher z”l,
Bracha Miriam bas Moshe a”h,
Aron Chaim Zev ben Yisroel z”l

For information on magnificent stand alone homes in
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863

Wednesday, October 28 - Rabbi Kimche’s shiur was
sponsored by Evelyn Kagan in loving memory of her
husband Yaacov Moshe HaKohen ben Avraham z”l

100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka)
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.

Baka

Sunday, Nov 1 - Rabbi Adler’s Shiur &
Monday, Nov 2 - Rebbetzin Borow’s shiur was
sponsored by Leah Wolf in memory of her parents Arnold and I. Judith Becker z”l
לע”נ אהרן בן משה ז”ל
and יהודית בת אפרים ע”ה
on their 14th and 7th Yahrzeits

Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces.
160 sqm brand new. Fantastic deal. 4,550,000 NIS!!!

Sunday, November 1- Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur was
sponsored by Sara Yoheved Rigler for a
Refuah Shleima of R' Yaakov Meir ben Leah

Fantastic garden apt in Old Katamon. High ceilings,
authentic Jerusalem stone building, registered
garden, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 4,600,000 NIS.

Monday, November 2 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s
shiur was sponsored by Vivien Kleinman on the
occasion of completing Sefer Daniel and
starting Sefer Ezra
Monday, Nov 2 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur was
sponsored in memory of Chanie Persoff’s mother,
Basya bat Meir Yehudah a”h
Tuesday, November 3 - Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur,
Sunday, November 8 -Rabbi Adler’s shiur,
Wednesday, November 11 - Rabbi Manning’s shiur
was sponsored L'ilui Nishmat our parents
, אסתר בת אהרון ע"ה,שלמה בן אהרון ז"ל
,אשר בן אביגדור ז"ל
אסתר בת משלום שמואל ע"ה
by Dr and Mrs Benjamin Sprecher
Wednesday, November 4 - Rabbi Manning shiur
was sponsored by Sonia Galinsky in memory of her
mother in law and her mother
, יג חשוון- לאה בת הרב אפרים זלמן ע”ה
 טז חשוון- גולדא בת הרב יעקוב ע”ה

Old Katamon
New apartment in a new building. Ready in less
than 6 months. Excellent location, close to Emek
Refaiim & Shteibalach. 109 sqm of living space, 3
bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms. 8 sqm terrace from
the living room (all sukkah). Shabbat elevator. 2
registered parking spots & storage. 3,700,000 NIS.

Finished Tama 38 project, 144 sqm, two Shabbat
elevators, partial sukkah terrace parking and
storage. Was 5,000,000 NIS now 4,600,000 NIS.
115 sqm, new apartment, with 50 sqm registered
garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS.

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7
doorman. 145 sqm on one floor , facing garden, 3
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.
Beautiful apt in Talbiya, 107 sqm. Fully renovated
with high end finishings- underfloor heating/central
air, elevator, terrace, shared parking. Close to the
Old City, Mamilla, First Station. Was 4,400,000 NIS
now 4,000,000 NIS.

German Colony
100 sqm apt in a new project ready in 2 years. 50
sqm registered garden, parking. 4,500,000 NIS.
160 sqm on one floor, 2nd floor in small luxury
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat
elevator, views, lots of light. 8,500,000 NIS.
054-723-3863
Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Tel: 054-723-3863 · etamorrisrealty.co.il
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

E

ach year as we read Parshat Vayeira
and recall Avraham Avinu’s incredible legacy of total faith and trust
in Hakadosh Baruch Hu, I am particularly
drawn to three pesukim in the midst of the
account of the Akeidat Yitzchak.

ִֹק֣ח ְּבָיד֔ו
ַּ ׂם֙ ַעל־י ְִצ ָח֣ק ְּבנ֔וֹ ַו ּי
ֲצ֣י ָהע ָֹל֗ה ַוָּי֙ ֶש
ֵ ִק֨ח ַא ְב ָר ָה֜ם ֶאת־ע
ַּ ַו ּי
֨אמר י ְִצ ָח֜ק
ֶ ַֹח ָּֽדו׃ ַו ּי
ְ ֵיה֖ם י
ֶ ֲכ ֶ֑לת ַו ּי ְֵלכ֥ ּו ְׁשנ
ֶ ת־ה ַּמא
ַֽ ְא
ֶ ת־ה ֵאׁ֖ש ו
ָ ֶא
֗אמר ִה ֵּנ֤ה
ֶ ֹ֖אמר ִה ֶּנ ִּֽ֣ני ְבנִ ֑י ַו ּי
ֶ ֹ֣אמר ָא ִב֔י ַו ּי
ֶ ֹל־א ְב ָר ָה֤ם ָא ִביו֙ ַו ּי
ַ ֶא
֙אמר֙ ַא ְב ָר ָה֔ם ֱאל ִֹק֞ים
ֶ ֹׂ֖ה ְלע ָֹֽלה׃ ַו ּי
ְאֵּי֥ה ַה ֶּש
ַ ְה ֵ֣ע ִצ֔ים ו
ָש ו
֙ ָׁה ֵא
ַח ָּֽדו
ְ ֵיה֖ם י
ֶ ׂ֛ה ְלע ָֹל֖ה ְּבנִ ֑י ַו ּי ְֵלכ֥ ּו ְׁשנ
ה־לוֹ ַה ֶּש
֥ ּ י ְִר ֶא
Abraham took the wood for the burnt
offering and put it on his son Isaac. He
himself took the firestone and the knife; and
the two walked off together. Then Isaac
said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And
he answered, “Yes, my son.” And he said,
“Here are the firestone and the wood; but
where is the sheep for the burnt offering?”
And Abraham said, “God will see to the
sheep for His burnt offering, my son.”
And the two of them walked on together.
(B’reishit 22:6-8)
Yitzchak Avinu, sensing what is about to
transpire, turns to his father, and asks
where is the animal which will be offered
unto the Ribono Shel Olam. Avraham Avinu
replies with these powerful words:
“Elokim yireh lo HaSeh, Bni.... G-d will
reveal to us the sheep, Bni-my son.” One
possible understanding of Avraham’s
reply is that Hashem will reveal to us
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whether the offering will indeed be a
sheep, or if you, B’ni-my son is to be that
offering. As stunning as this reading of the
statement may be in and of itself, perhaps
as stunning is the verse’s conclusionvayeilchu shneihem yachdav, and the
two of them walked together.
Rashi explains that even upon hearing
his father confirm that which he already
may have intuited, that indeed he is to be
the offering, Yitzchak Avinu walks together
with his father, vayeilchu shneihem
yachdav, and the two of them walked
together- with equal intent in their
hearts.
Each of these giants of faith were willing
and ready for this inconceivable test,
indeed they were ready to face this
ultimate challenge, together.
During the past many months, as we
have been forced to distance ourselves
from one another, nonetheless, our OU
Israel family has worked diligently to
heed the powerful message of the Akeidaand to faithfully face these challenging
circumstances together. We have

pivoted to provide many hundreds of
opportunities for Limud Torah, for chizuk
and for community interaction, all while
utilizing the various virtual platforms
that this challenging period has dictated.
It is our pledge to you, our dear friends,
that we will continue to find ways for
us to be there for one another, and to
strengthen and support one another, so
that we may indeed traverse these trying
times, together.
Yehi Ratzon, that we may learn this
powerful lesson, find ways to strengthen
one another even as we remain physically
distant from one another, and B’Ezrat
Hashem soon return to a normal routine,
inspired to build an even more vibrant,
united community here in Artzeinu
HaKedosha.

Best Listings in and around Jerusalem
3,950,000 NIS

FOR SALE IN EFRAT:
Semi-Detached House in the Dagan

6 Rooms, High Ceilings, 160 sqm, Spacious Kitchen, 250 sqm
Garden, 4 Exposures, 2 Separate Units of 25 sqm each,
Private Parking

New Project in the
City Center
Starting from 2-4 Room
Apartments and Penthouses
Prestigious and High-end
Specifications
Comfortable Payment Plan
(20/80)

Reduced Price:
3,850,000 NIS

Excellent Apartment
in the Heart of Talbiya
4.5 Rooms, 130 sqm, 2
Balconies, 3 Exposures,
Shabbat Elevator, Full of
Light and Air

Apartment In
the Luxurious
‘Quadra’ Complex

3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
Central A/C & floor heating,
Shabbat elevator,
Private parking, Storage,
Swimming pool, Gym, Sauna

SALE: $1,800,000
RENT: $4000 p/m

3,390,000 NIS

Excellent apartment
in boutique building
in Musrara

155 sqm, 3 Large
bedrooms, Pool and
gym+suana, Large balcony,
Under-floor heating,
Shabbat elevator, Sukkah
balcony, parking, storage.

Yitchak Kowalsky
054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Absorption
of Flavor in
Halacha

J

ewish law strictly prohibits the
consumption of non-kosher foods in
their original form as well as the flavor
derived from these foods. The Talmud and
early authorities go into great detail to
explain the laws regarding the absorption
of prohibited flavors.
Absorption of flavor into food is very
applicable in regards to cooking utensils.
During the cooking process, the utensil
(pot, pan, glass, etc) absorbs the food’s
flavor. Upon reuse of the utensil for
cooking, the flavor can be reabsorbed into
the next food being cooked. As such, when
non-kosher food has been cooked in a pot
or pan, it is prohibited to use the utensil to
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cook kosher food. Halacha maintains that
when the pot is reheated, the non- kosher
flavor will be released into the new food
being cooked and render it non-kosher.
A basic principle in kashrut maintains
that only flavor that has remained in the
utensil for the last twenty-four hours can
cause the food to become non-kosher.
The basis for this halacha is found in the
Talmud. The Gemara in Avodah Zara
(86:A) rules that biblically it is permissible
to cook kosher food in a pot in which nonkosher food was cooked over twenty-four
hours prior since the aging of the flavor
has caused it to become defective or
distasteful. In other words, only tasteful
flavor is prohibited, but flavor that is
distasteful is not considered prohibited
when mixed in with kosher food.
Based on the aforementioned ruling, if
someone were to cook kosher food in a
non-kosher utensil which sat unused for

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

over twenty-four hours, the food would
theoretically remain kosher and be fit
for consumption. However, our Sages
decreed (Ibid) that it is strictly prohibited
to cook in a non-kosher pot even if it was
not used in the last twenty-four hours.
The concern is that one might mistakenly
cook in a pot that has been used in the last
twenty-four hours. The halachic concept
of twenty-four hours is referred to as BenYomo or Eino Ben Yomo. Ben Yomo refers
to a utensil that was used for cooking in
the last twenty-four hours, while Eino
Ben- Yomo refers to a utensil that was not
used for cooking in the last twenty-four
hours.
Even though our Sages strictly prohibited
cooking in an Eino Ben Yomo non-kosher
utensil, cases exist in which the food may
be considered kosher. Whenever asking a
Rav a kashrut question regarding the status
of a utensil, of food cooked in non-kosher
utensils, or utensils used for meat and then
milk (and vice versa) it is essential to know
whether the utensil is Ben- Yomo or Eino
Ben-Yomo. A proper halachic ruling can
only be given upon knowing the status of
the utensil.

Mazal Tov to

The details of Ben Yomo and Eino Ben
Yomo utensils will be further discussed in
upcoming articles.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM
Rechavia- Haari st
2 bedrooms, 62m, ground floor,
private entrance, Sukkah balcony,
disabled access, small storage, 3
exposures, partly renovated, private
land, 2.325.000nis
Rechavia- Ramban st
New building! 2 bedrooms, 79m, 14m
Sukkah balcony, 2nd floor, Shabbat
elevator, parking, storage, A/C,
3 exposures, 3.280.000nis
Rechavia-Shaarei ChessedTsfat st
Cottage 186m+ 20m Sukkah porch +
20m water cistern, 60m separate unit
rented, building rights, 6.500.000nis
Rechavia-Shaarei chessed
Wolfson, 3 bedroom apt, 1st floor, Shabbat elevator,
renovated

Josh & Cohav Grady-Share
and family on the birth of a son

R E A L E S TAT E

&

INVESTMENT

Rubens Real Estate
KKL, 25 Rechavia
02-5666-016
www.ruben1.com
Rubensnadlan@gmail.com
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

The Giving Jew

who distinguished themselves in opening
their homes to strangers.

T

Inviting those who are in need activates
a key virtue which permeates the Jewish
heart: chesed, kindness, expressed namely
through the mitzvah of hachnasat orchim,
hospitality.

he Almighty’s visit to Avraham takes
place when Avraham is seated at the
entrance of his tent. Avraham, as is
well known, is at this location seeking out
travelers he can potentially invite into his
tent. An intriguing scene now unfolds:
Avraham was basking in the aura of the
Divine Presence when suddenly he noticed
three travelers who he did not know. What
was Avraham supposed to do?
According to one reading in the Talmud
(Shavuot 35b) Avraham turned to God and
said, “My Lord, please wait for me for now
I have to attend to the travelers; “A-donai, if
only I have found favor in your eyes, do not
pass on from beside your servant” (18:3).
Then he turned around and addressed the
travelers. “Please let a little water be taken
and bathe your feet” (18:4).
This incident prompted the Sages to deduce
a memorable lesson: To receive lonely
travelers on a hot day and give water to
wash and give them food is greater than
being in the presence of the Almighty
(Shabbat 127a) (Mesorat Harav p.117).
We know that the mitzvah of hospitality is
most precious to the Jew. It is rooted in our
collective souls from the beginning of our
history, as early as Avraham and Sarah
44
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Rabbi Soloveitchik highlighted five aspects
of the mitzvah of hachnasat orchim which
imbue it with special significance:
1. It is Difficult and Uncomfortable
We allow a stranger into our home. We
may find that the mannerism of our guest
is odd. He intrudes on our privacy, both in
a physical sense and emotionally as well.
At times, having a guest means that we
sacrifice a part of our own comfort or our
own privacy and private time which is not
easy to give up.1
In this vein, there is another another
challenge when we open our homes to
guests. Namely, we may find that the
guest’s opinions may be different than
ours. The quality of welcoming strangers
into one’s home reflects a spiritually noble
attitude to others. It reflects humility; that
a Jew feels far from perfection, that others
can teach him something new. There is an
1
Lustiger, Chumash Mesorat HaRav,
Bereshit, 2012, p.169

Medical specialists needed in Ramat Beit Shemesh
Opening November 2020
RBS/BS is the fastest growing city in Israel. With a population of approaching 200,000 and a
projected population of 400-500,000 in the next ﬁve years, a unique opportunity exists for
medical specialists to practice here on a part-time or full-time basis.
Presently, there are relatively few medical specialists practicing in our area. The need for more
medical professionals is real and acute. Our community would greatly beneﬁt from the
presence of a cardiologist, pulmonologist, orthopedist, endocrinologist, rheumatologist,
neurologist, ENT, and urologist, just to name a few. Importantly, we will have a very high
resolution ultrasound for the use of our providers.
If you are a licensed medical specialist or medical paraprofessional, we invite you to bring your
expertise to RBS. At LaBriut, we will provide you the optimal working environment and all of
the ancillary services you need to practice your specialty. Whether you work with kupot cholim
or privately, or both, we are the address for excellent medical specialists in the center of Israel.
Please check out our website at www.labriuthealth.com. If you would like to speak to us
about this unique opportunity, please contact us at admin@labriuthealth.com.

openness to learn from others. The Rav
taught: When a Jew is convinced of his
own righteousness, of his own scholarship
and wisdom, he will be hesitant to perform
the mitzvah of welcoming guests, for in
his mind he is convinced that they have
nothing more to teach him.2
2. Lightening the Burden of Others
Avraham, from whom we learn this
mitzvah, experienced in his own life what
it feels like not to have a home. He was a
wanderer for many years of his life. He
knew what it is like to come to the end of
the day not knowing his next destination.
He knew first hand what it felt like to
sleep on the ground on a freezing cold
2 Joseph B. Solovetichik, Five Addresses,
p.159

night; to be lost in a strange land. This
intense experience taught Avraham and
his descendants to feel for the stranger
and have compassion for those who are in
need, “I will open my home for those who
need a warm meal and comfortable bed.
This teaching is a critical lesson learned
from our national experience and in
particular from our enslavement in Egypt.
We as a people felt the pain of being a
stranger and being homeless, therefore
knowing what this pain feels like, we will
share in the distress of others. We will
lighten the burden of others who suffer as
much as we possibly can.3
3 The Night That Unites, p.95; Lustiger,
Chumash Mesorat HaRav, Shemot, 2014,
p.59
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A commandment repeated in various
formulations thirty six times in the Torah
is mentioned more often than any other
mitzvah: “You shall not oppress the
stranger, since you yourself know the
feeling of a stranger, for you were strangers
in the land of Egypt” (Exodus 23:9). The Rav
suggested that we, the Jewish people, had
to experience 210 years of slavery, because
it was critical in molding our national
personality into one of compassion and
concern for our fellow man.

number of people…” (Exodus 12:4). The
Rav writes,”The slave spontaneously did
something he would never have believed
he was capable of doing; he knocked on the
door of his neighbor, whom he had never
noticed, inviting him to share the lamb
with him and eat together. No wonder our
Seder commences with the declaration ‘Ha
Lachma Anya’, by which we invite others
to join us. 4

3.“My Home is My Castle”

another is to be conscious of

The Rav argued for the supremacy of the
mitzvah of hospitality based on the fact
that the Torah rejects the doctrine of “my
home is my castle.” This doctrine conveys
two illusory ideas: first that the home gives
ample protection and shields us in times of
crises. We know that this is not the case.
Second, that our home is our property and
that no one else can claim a share in it. This
assertion is also false. Man is vulnerable.
One is never fully protected. Man neither
has a home nor a castle. When man shares
his home with others he expresses the
awareness that he is just a ‘tenant’; his
home is his to be used for good and to help
provide for others who may be in need.

kavod habriyot

A remarkable example of this, says the
Rav, is when the Jewish people partook
of the paschal lamb in Egypt and a new
fellowship was formed. In contrast to
the selfish and survival mode that they
embodied as slaves, they began to share
their lives with one another: “...then he
and his neighbor who is nearest to his
house shall take one according to the
46
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To open one’s home to

4. The Dignity of Every Man
Every individual is endowed with Tzelem
Elokim, the divine image. The importance
of hachnasat orchim is emphasized
because it reflects appreciating each
individual not only as a fellow human but
as a unique being before God.
The Rav once commented that the name
of the book of Shemot, literally,‘Names’, is
significant as it suggests the importance
of every individual. A name signifies
uniqueness.
Strikingly, the Ten Commandments were
addressed not in the plural but in the
singular, to emphasize that God relates not
only to the collective but to the individual
as well.
Rashi, in the opening verse of Exodus (1:1),
compares the counting of the children of
Israel to the stars in the sky and quotes
4

Ibid, p.87

the verse, “He brings out and counts
His heavenly hosts (Isaiah 40:26).” Each
star is part of a universe, yet each star is
numbered, named and accounted for
individually by God. Similarly, we also need
to view each individual as a singular ‘star’,
recognizing each person’s uniqueness,
divine spark and eternal value.5
To open one’s home to another is to
be conscious of kavod habriyot; it is a
reflection that one is aware of the dignity
and Divine spark found within every
human being.
5. The Almighty is the Great Machnis
Orchim
Rabbi Soloveitchik taught that it is God’s
hospitality that allows the world to come
into being and allow for humanity to exist.
The Almighty, like Avraham, invites people to partake of His boundless existence.
‘Creation is an act of hachnasat orchim’;
God invites us to share this world with
Him.
The Jewish mystics asked: Why did
God create the world? Does God, the
Almighty, infinite, eternal, omniscient and
transcendent, need a frail, finite, transient
world? Yes, they said, he needs the world in
order to have another on whom to bestow
kindness and mercy. To let someone share
in the great I-awareness of being. To give
love and bestow chesed.6

‘’self-limitation’,‘self control’; by limiting
the infinite in the process of creation, God
makes room for the world to come into
being. “By creating the world in general,
and man in particular, God surrendered
His aloneness and allowed a physical
universe to share in His infinite being...He
allowed something else to share with him
what had been exclusively His own.” 7
The Almighty is the great Machnis Orchim.
When we open our homes to others, we
participate in an act that resembles God’s
ways; the Jew emulates God’s and also
practices tzimtzum.
A central motif in Judaism may be captured best in two words: vehalachta bi’drechav, to walk in His ways. This means that
we are summoned to live our lives emulating God’s attributes and conduct. 8 When
we open our homes to others we also contract and make space for others. When
we discipline ourselves to withdraw and
share our space with others, this is an essential part of our service to the Almighty. 9
In practicing compassion and kindness we
come close to our most Godly selves.
7
Clark, Wolowelsky, and Ziegler ed.,
Days of Deliverance, 2001, p.109
8 Rakeffet, The Rav, 1991 p. 7-9; Schachter,
Nefesh HaRav, 1994, p.72
9
Lustiger, Chumash Mesorat HaRav,
Bereshit, 2012, p. 203

The Rav referred to the Kabbalistic notion
of tzimtzum - contraction. God practices
5 Ibid, 2014, p.3
6
Lustiger, Chumash Mesorat HaRav,
Bereshit, 2012, p. 225
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DIVREI MENACHEM

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF

Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

Will the Real
Yitzchak
Stand Up?

A

fter reading about Avraham’s
pathfinding journey to Eretz
Yisrael (Canaan) and learning
of his exploits, his Chesed, his concern
for humanity, and even his prowess
in battle, we are dismayed perhaps to
confront Yitzchak’s apparent passivity
in our Parsha. Indeed, Yitzchak is known
as “Pachad Yitzchak” – ‘The fear of
Isaac,’ an accolade that does not, at first
glance, compliment our revered ancestor.
Moreover, he is introduced as the “son of
Avraham” (Bereishit 25:19), not someone
in his own right.
Rav Steinsaltz observed that Yitzchak took
very little initiative in his lifetime; most
of the activities associated with Yitzchak
appear to have been done by other people.
Even his wife Rivka was found for him. If
Yitzchak achieved something, it was to
preserve his father’s wells – a seeming
copy of the efforts made by Avraham in
his encounters with Avimelech.

Perhaps the pivotal event in Yitzchak’s
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life was the Akeida, the “Binding of Isaac.”
On the surface, it seems that, once again
Yitzchak is submissive. We do not find
him resisting. He only asks, “Where is the
sheep for the burnt offering?” The only
other word he spoke was “Father” – to
which Avraham responds simply, “Here
I am.”
Now, however, the narrative begins to
offer us a clue as to Yitzchak’s prowess.
For Avraham tells him that God will see
to the sheep, and at this point, the “two
of them walked on together.” The father
and son, alone in the world, are united in
their mission. Even when later it dawns
on Yitzchak what is happening, the two
are together.
We ask ourselves, how could both
Avraham
and
Yitzchak
reconcile
themselves to an act that flew in the face
of all that Avraham believed? To an act
that mirrored the heathen practice of the
peoples around, child sacrifice? To an act
that seemed merciless, murder, in fact –
an act forbidden even to the children of
No’ach? Why did Avraham not object, as
he did on behalf of the people of Sodom
and Gemorra?
As Elie Wiesel writes: “The father and
son walked away, one to slaughter, the
other to be slaughtered, responding to the
same call, sharing the same allegiance.

Together, they gathered the wood,
arranged it on the altar; together they set
the stage for the drama to unfold.” What
we see is the unswerving faith in Hashem
exerted by father and son. This enduring
faith was the redeeming feature, the
lesson for their ancestors, that in the face
of adversity, we do not despair.

True, Avraham may have predicted the
outcome, knowing of the promise that his
Yitzchak will succeed him and that his
seed will be the heirs to Eretz Yisrael. So
was this a set-up? Why then did Avraham
not take Hashem to task? All the tests,
all the suffering and effort to reach
the Promised Land and to preserve his
integrity in the face of opposition would
have been for naught. Perhaps, as Elie
Wiesel suggests, this was a test for God:
Would the Almighty, too, see this test to its
horrific climax?

Avraham returns to his lads alone.
What happened to Yitzchak? Was he
traumatized? Was he afraid to look his
father in the face? Was he mortified by
the death of his mother who, according
to the Midrash, died when hearing of the
“sacrifice?”
To Yitzchak’s credit, despite everything,
he continued with his life. As he followed
his father to the altar, so his mission
was to maintain his father’s tradition.
He would never be an empire builder.
Yitzchak’s challenge, as Rav Steinsaltz
records, was finding his own place in a

world dominated by his father’s genius.
He carried on. Yitzchak taught us about
the importance of maintaining the
tradition: There was no blaze of glory, no
thanks, just a relentless struggle.
Yitzchak rebuilds the wells that were
blocked. Those shafts represented the
source of life, Torah, if you will. To
paraphrase Wiesel, Yitzchak personifies
the second generation. He continued his
life not in fear but in awe of Hashem.
Yitzchak’s passivity turns out to be “the
sign of his instrumentality.” In his heart,
he preferred Esav to Yaakov; maybe
Yitzchak could have been a person of
action. But Yitzchak teaches that everyone
has a time and place.
Yitzchak represents Gevurah, the aspect
of Din, justice and restriction, and acts as
bulwark to Avraham’s attribute of Chesed,
loving-kindness. Yitzchak thus prepares
the stage for Yaakov who will launch the
Jewish family and represent Tiferet, that
harmonious balance between Din and
Chesed.
May we have the insight and
understanding to know when to take on
the role of Yitzchak and when to be the
pathfinder.
_______________
Regarding Divrei Menachem on Parshat
No’ach: Of course the dove brought
No’ach an olive leaf, and not as printed.
Shabbat Shalom!
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

The Son of
a Convert
Feeling Looked
Down Upon
Question: My father converted (his
mother was not Jewish). I have struggled
with my identity due to what I have read
in the Kuzari, Maharal and Kabbalistic and
Chassidic works, which seem to view gerim
as lesser than born Jews. Does Judaism
view someone like me as somewhat
defective?
Answer: You are wise to seek information
and perspective to overcome natural
feelings, which the gemara (Sanhedrin
94a) foresaw for some descendants of
gerim to have about their identity for
generations. (Mentors should ensure that
conversion candidates consider such
things). However, objectively, this ignores
the 98+% “full part of the cup.”
The Torah commands 36 times to treat
a ger with love and not harm him (Bava
Metzia 59b). This is partly because
the average ger has social obstacles
to overcome, after leaving family and
needing to “learn the ropes.” It is also
50
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an expression of Hashem’s affection for
one who choses to embrace a challenging
path to serving Him to the fullest. A
midrash (Shochar Tov 146:9) describes it
beautifully with a mashal of a king who
had special love for a deer that would
follow his flock to their pen even though
it is naturally undomesticated.
Potentially offensive sources are centered
in two areas. Rav Yehuda Halevi (The
Kuzari) speaks of certain special spiritual
qualities that come from a Jew’s lineage,
as a descendant of the forefathers. Not
all agree. Some (Rav Soloveitchik, Al
Hateshuva, p. 136; Rav Kook) posit that a ger
receives all he needs, including connection
to the forefathers, by joining the Jewish
people through conversion (see Shulchan
Aruch, Orach Chayim 53:19). Some posit
	
   gerim have Jewish-typical “neshamot,”
that
just that they entered the world in a
manner that required them to find their
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way back (Maharal, Tiferet Yisrael 1). The
gemara (Shabbat 146a) indeed says that
converts’ souls were present at Sinai and
were thus awarded the relevant spiritual
gains. (It is unnecessary to be as genetically
Jewish as you, but it does not hurt.)

Second Temple). Also, there is likely, due to
poor middot, to be fall-out from a convert
exerting dominion over a born-Jew (see
Sota 43a). This is not only hurtful, but
can also include aspersions on the ger’s
motives (see Yevamot 24b).

The Kuzari (I:115) says that while a ger
draws close to Hashem, he will not be
a prophet (the Rambam disagrees; the
gemara, Sanhderin 39b, says the prophet
Ovadia was a ger). The Kuzari posits that a
ger cannot make it to the highest pinnacle.
But we do not even have prophets now,
and there have only been a few handfuls
of prophets! Should I feel lacking that I
can never have the kedusha of a kohen?!
By exceeding expectations, a sincere,
observant convert likely reaches a higher
level than a (clear) majority of born-Jews.
(Of course, the whole premise of the Kuzari
is highly pro-geirut!)

In all regards, when a ger marries into
Jewish society, no limitations apply to
his offspring (Kiddushin 76b). Actually,
King David did not come from the giyoret
Ruth by chance; this was a crucial part
of the divine plan (see Bava Kama 38b;
Assufot Ma’arachot, Bereishit I, p. 204.)
Unkelos was a ger; Shmaya and Avtalion
came from gerim, ... (Gittin 57b). A sincere
convert’s expectation should be: Hashem
and upstanding Jews will love and revere
you greatly – you deserve it. But expect
time for adjustment in some aspects of life.
Members of the next generation should
and usually do feel on equal footing with
their peers. This is the mainstream Torah
approach, consistent with Halacha and
basic sources.

A ger has limitations on positions of power
(especially, being king – Kiddushin 76b).
While one could attribute this halacha to
the Kuzari approach, there are indications
of other reasons (see Yevamot 102a): Given
a percentage of insincere converts (see
Rambam, Issurei Biah 13:18), we are to
protect ourselves from giving too much
power before we can confirm a newcomer’s
loyalty (note, the US Constitution disallows
a naturalized citizen to be president;
the Jews suffered from such kings in the
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RABBI AZARYA BERZON

Rav of Emek Learning Center, Jerusalem

On the
Mitzvah of
“Hachnasat
Orchim”

“

HaShem appeared to him in the
plains of Mamre while he was sitting
at the entrance of the tent in the
heat of the day. He lifted his eyes and
(“vaya’ar”) he saw: And behold! Three men
were standing over him. (“Vaya’ar”) He
perceived, so he ran toward them from the
entrance of the tent, and bowed toward
the ground.” (Breishit, 18:1-2)
Why does the word “vaya’ar” appear twice
in the second verse?
According to the Netziv when HaShem
appeared to Avraham on the third day
following his milah, Avraham was involved
in the great mitzvah of kabbalat Pnei
HaShechina. Then Avraham saw the three
passersby, and recognized the opportunity
to fulfill the mitzvah of hachnasat orchim.
Avraham wondered what is the law in
this case? Does the principle of “ha’osek
b’mitzvah patur min hamitzvah” apply?
The first  ויראindicates that Avraham
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became aware of the conflict he faced
between two mitzvot that demanded his
attention. If the mitzvah that one is involved
in can tolerate postponement, but the
second is time urgent one must postpone
the first for the sake of the second. Thus,
the second “vaya’ar” in our verse does not
refer to the simple act of seeing, but rather
to intellectual comprehension. Avraham
“saw” that the answer to his dilemma is
that he should postpone the mitzvah of
“kabalat Pnei HaShechina” for the sake of
taking care of the guests.1
Avraham now turns to HaShem with a
petition: My Lord, if I find favor in Your
eyes, please pass not away from your
servant. (Breishit, 18:3). Avraham is
implying that he will return to HaShem at
the first possible moment if only HaShem
will agree to “wait around”.
It would seem that the conflict faced by
Avraham and its ultimate resolution,
reflects a greater question: which comes
first, a mitzvah “bein adam l’Makom” or a
mitzvah”bein adam l’chaveiro”?
In setting a priority and a sequence of
1
This decision is reflected in the dictum
of Rebby Yochanan in Masechet Shabbat,
137a: R’ Yochanan says: “Gedolah mitzvat
hachnasat orchim yotair mi’kabalat Pnei
HaShechina”.

mitzvot ()קדימה במצוות, more often than not,
bein adam l’chaveiro requires immediate
attention, whereas bein adam l’Makom can
tolerate postponement.
I would suggest that the Mussar Movement
took the priority of bein adam l’chaveiro
over bein adam l’Makom one step further.
The former takes priority in and of itself –
not just vis-à-vis the law of קדימה.
Many stories about Rav Yisrael Salanter,
the founder of the Mussar movement,
reflect Rav Yisrael’s commitment to this
position.
To mention just one, Rav Yisrael refused to
pen a letter of approbation to the Chafetz
Chayim when the latter published his great
work on the laws of “lashon hara”. Rav
Yisrael explained to the Chafetz Chayim
that he disagreed with the ruling of the
Chafetz Chayim that one who had violated
the prohibition against “lashon hara”,
and now seeks to do “teshuva” and gain
“mechila” must explain to his friend that
he is sorry for having said such-and-such
behind his back. R’ Yisrael said: “could one

possibly be permitted to cause anguish to
another Jew by repeating the bad things he
said about him, just so that he (the sinner)
can fulfill the Mitzva of Teshuva and
achieve Divine atonement? It cannot be!”2
This is the great foundation of the “mussar”
approach. Of course, we must dedicate
ourselves to the love of HaShem, but never
at the expense of “mitzvat bein adam
l’chaveiro”! Let us emulate the “chesed” of
Avraham, and the great sensitivity of Rav
Yisrael, his talmid!
2 According to tradition, when the Chafetz
Chayim showed R’ Yisrael the source of this
halacha in the words of the great Rabbenu
Yona, R’ Yisrael re-interpreted Rabbenu
Yona so that he would not be saying what
he seemed to be saying!
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מזמור לתודה

E

very day, Chaim would sit and
learn for an hour in the shul by
himself after Shacharit. He enjoyed
the peace and quiet of his early morning
learning session. On Wednesday, Chaim
finished up his learning session at 8:32
and headed off to work. At 8:33, there was
a crash as the enormous chandelier fell to
the floor of the shul, right in the spot that
Chaim had been sitting. A few hours later,
the shul’s caretaker entered the shul to
clean and organize the shul. To his shock,
he noticed the huge chandelier lying on
the floor. He knew the screws had gotten a
little loose and he had planned to fix it later that day. “Baruch Hashem, no one was
in the shul when this fell”, he thought to
himself. “This chandelier easily could have
knocked someone unconscious or worse”.
He quickly put the chandelier back up,
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making sure everything was in tight. On
Thursday morning, Chaim sat down again
for his early morning learning session,
whistling as he learned, enjoying the serenity and peace of mind it gave him, never realizing how his session the day before
nearly could have ended in tragedy.
Unbeknown to us, these types of hidden
miracles occur to us every single day. It was
for this reason that our Rabbis instituted
the daily recital of מזמור לתודה. During
the times of the Beit HaMikdash, when
one experienced a miracle or was saved
from tragedy, he would bring a Korban
Todah in thanksgiving. Upon bringing the
Korban Torah, he would recite מזמור לתודה,
a mizmor which is found in Sefer Tehillim
()פרק ק. The  של”הwrites that today, since
we experience countless hidden miracles
every single day, we recite this mizmor
daily, in lieu of the Korban Todah. The
only exceptions are days when a Korban

Todah could not be brought including
Shabbat, Yom Tov, and all of Pesach (since
the korban consisted of Chametz).
In this mizmor, we find the very famous
song – עבדו את ה’ בשמחה. The  כף החייםexplains
that we recite this at this point in our Tefilla
to remind us that our davening should be
b’simcha. We should have a smile on our
face as we daven! To put us into this mode,
the Shulchan Aruch brings down l’halacha
that this mizmor specifically should be put
to song, and Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
in his book  הליכות שלמהurges shuls to put
this into practice. Mesilat Yesharim quotes
a midrash that says when one stands up
to daven, he should do so with happiness,
because he is being given the opportunity
to speak with HaKadosh Baruch Hu! He
says that this is שמחה אמיתית, true happiness
– the recognition that we are zocheh to
serve Hashem!
We next arrive at the words דעו כי ה’ הוא
ולו אנחנו/ הוא עשנו ולא,האלקים. The Midrash
Bereishit Rabbah explains that this pasuk
can be understood in two ways. According
to the first opinion, Rabbi Yehuda bar
Simon, it means that we should recognize
that Hashem has created us and not ()ולא
us. We didn’t create ourselves; Hashem
is our Creator. According to the second
opinion, Rebbi Acha, it means that
Hashem created us and to Him ( )ולוwe
dedicate ourselves. In fact, this pasuk
is a קרי וכתיב, words that are written one
way in the Tanach but read another way.
It is written  ולאand read ולו. The Dubno
Maggid explains that this is because we
need to concentrate on both meanings as
we say these words.
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Let’s analyze how these two explanations
fit together. The first explanation ולא אנחנו
seems almost juvenile. Obviously, Hashem
created us and we did not create ourselves!
But the point is that although we know that
intellectually, we don’t always remember
it. We go through our lives living an illusion
and acting as though we are all-powerful
and in control. These words put us back
in our place, humble us and bring us back
to reality. Only once we accept this reality
can we then move on to the level of ולו אנחנו.
The Baal HaTanya explains that we can
understand this by looking at how a seed
grows. The seed’s embryo is protected by
the walls of the seed. Only once the walls
of the seed break open, can the roots of
the plant break out and connect to the
ground in order to grow. So too, only once
we break down our walls, and recognize
ולא אנחנו, can we then connect to Hashem ולו
 אנחנוand grow properly.
The Pnei Moshe explains that the word

 תודהcomes from the word ( ודויadmission).
When we bring a Korban Todah after
having been saved from tragedy, we
recognize and admit both  ולא אנחנוand ולו
אנחנו. We do not run the show, we cannot
survive without Hashem’s intervention,
and therefore we are completely and
totally dedicated and subservient to Him.
We end off the mizmor – ,בואו שעריו בתודה
 חצרותיו בתהילה- We therefore will come to
Hashem’s gates with תודה, which the חיי אדם
explains refers to Korbanot, as well as with
תהילה, which refers to Tefilla.
We will call out to Hashem to thank Him כי
 טוב ה' לעולם חסדו ועד דור ודור אמונתו- -Hashem’s
 חסדis forever and his  אמונהis for every
generation. The  חיי אדםexplains that אמונה
refers to the good that Hashem grants
us based on what we deserve.  חסדrefers
to the good that Hashem grants us even
when we don’t deserve it. We are indebted
to Hashem for both and use this mizmor to
recognize that on a daily basis.

Cut and paste into your siddur
The words  הוא עשנו ולא ולו אנחנו, דעו כי ה’ הוא האלקיםcan be understood in two ways
– 1. We should recognize that Hashem has created us and not ( )ולאus. We
didn’t create ourselves; Hashem is our Creator. 2. It also means that Hashem
created us and to Him ( )ולוwe dedicate ourselves. Let’s analyze how these two
explanations fit together. The first explanation  ולא אנחנוseems almost juvenile.
Obviously, Hashem created us and we did not create ourselves! But the point is
that although we know that intellectually, we don’t always remember it. We go
through our lives living an illusion and acting as though we are all-powerful and
in control. These words put us back in our place, humble us and bring us back
to reality. Only once we accept this reality can we then move on to the level of ולו
אנחנו, dedicating ourselves completely to Hashem.
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES
Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

MIDRESHET LINDENBAUM, YERUSHALAYIM
Midreshet Lindenbaum offers inspiring learning at the highest level
with friends from all over the world, in our sunlit Beit Midrash on our
beautiful campus in the Arnona neighborhood in Jerusalem. Dynamic and
approachable faculty members create connections with the students that last a lifetime, and
trips throughout Israel develop a deep connection to the Land and State of Israel.

Rabbanit Sally
Mayer
Rosh Midrasha,
Midreshet
Lindenbaum
Midat Sodom
Must we share what is rightfully ours?
The Mishna in Pirkei Avot (5:10) discusses various perspectives people might have
on their material belongings. One who
keeps what is his and also wants to take
what belongs to others is wicked; and one
who does not covet what others have and
also shares what he owns is a chasid, an
especially pious person. What about the
person who says, “What is mine is mine
and what is yours is yours”? One opinion
says that this is the average person – not
particularly generous, but not terrible
either. The second opinion calls this approach “midat sedom” – the quality of
Sodom. Why such a strong condemnation,
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comparing someone who simply wants to
enjoy what is his without taking from others to a city that was irredeemably evil and
utterly destroyed?
In Parshat Vayeira, when the angels visit Avraham, he runs to greet them in the
heat of the day, despite his advanced age
and his recent brit milah. He offers them
to sit and have a crust of bread before continuing on their journey, and then rushes
to prepare a beautiful feast of cakes, butter, milk and meat. He involves his household in the endeavor, as his wife Sara
bakes the cakes and a young man in his
household prepares the meat. After parting from Avraham, the angels continue to
Sodom, and Lot finds them in the street.
He, too, invites them into his home, insisting that they sleep there rather than in
the street, and bakes them matzot to eat.
We see the parallel to Avraham – looking
for guests, and insisting on helping them
even when they try to refuse – Lot learned

hachnasat orchim as he grew up in his uncle Avraham’s home after the death of his
father.
Unfortunately, the people of Sodom are not
happy with Lot’s kindness to strangers, and
they surround the house, demanding that
the guests be brought out “so we may know
them.” This sounds like they plan to violate
these guests, which is confirmed when Lot
insists on protecting the guests, instead offering them his two daughters, “who have
never known a man.” It turns out that Lot
missed a few lessons in Avraham’s home.
He protects the guests, but at the expense
of is own daughters, offering them to the
marauding mob. When looking at the
details of his hachnasat orchim, we also
notice that he seems to have less enthusiasm than Avraham, “getting up” to greet
them instead of the multiple expressions
of Avraham’s running, and baking simple
matzot rather than an elaborate feast. Lot
moved to Sodom after seeing the beautiful
and lush land, the amazing material goodness there. Just after he makes the choice,
the Torah adds as a postscript, “And the
people of Sodom were evil and sinning to
God very much.” Lot’s choice of material
comfort without considering the qualities
of the place had a deleterious effect on his
own middot – he ends up perhaps a greater
person than anyone else in Sodom, but ultimately not particularly laudable. When

his daughters later get him drunk so they
can have children with him, it seems like
a “measure for measure” punishment for
Lot – he offered them to the mob, but he
is ultimately the one who is compromised.
If Sodom is the place where it is prohibited to even welcome guests, where violating guests is normal and offering family
members as victims is the behavior of the
best of them, why then does the Mishna
call it midat sedom to simply allow others
to have what is theirs and to keep what is
one’s own?
The prophet Yechezkel (16:49) explains to
the Jewish people what Sodom’s sin was –
“…This was the sin of Sodom your sister:
pride, abundance of bread, and careless
ease were hers and her daughters’, and
she did not strengthen the hand of the
poor and needy.” Sodom’s incredible comfort led its people to forget what Avraham
knew well – what we have is a gift from
God, and is indeed meant for us to enjoy,
but to use to help others with their needs
as well. Avraham was wealthy without
being haughty, but it was Avraham’s trait
of humility that made him able to share
generously and joyously, thinking of the
guests’ needs and not only his own. Sodom
became lost in its material wealth, and in
haughtiness forgot about God, and became
uncaring to others, ignoring the needs of
the passing traveler and the cries of the
poor. The Mishna in Pirkei Avot reminds
us to follow Avraham Avinu, to think of
what we have not as something only for
our own enjoyment, but as a gift from
Hashem to be used to bring joy to others
as well.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Shlomo Rayman
Beit Shemesh
Chapter Director
Avraham’s Purim Seudah
The first Purim Seudah is commonly
thought to have taken place in Shushan
together with Mordechai and Esther after
we were saved from Haman’s genocidal
plan. I would like to suggest that the first
Purim Seudah actually took place in this
week’s parsha.

ׂ ַא ְב ָר ָהם ִמְׁש ֶּתה גָדוֹל ְּביוֹם ִה ָּג ֵמל
ּעש
ַ “ַו ִי ְּג ַּדל ַהֶי ֶּלד ַו ִּי ָּג ַמל ַוַי
"ֶאת י ְִצ ָחק
Avraham threw a huge party on the day
Yitzchak was weaned. Rashi tells us he
was weaned twenty four months after
the Pesach on which he was born. If we
do the calculations and take leap years
into account, this Mishteh took place on
the very same date as Purim! I don’t think
this is a coincidence, and with a deeper
look we will find that these two parties are
celebrating the same thing.
Why does the Torah tell us about this party?
It doesn’t mention parties Avraham threw
for his other children, their weddings or
any other life milestone? This party was
actually counterintuitive. Avraham’s life
mission was introducing God to the world.
How amazing must it have been to have
a living miracle in his house! A ninety
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year old woman gave birth! As long as
Sarah was nursing they had living proof
of God to introduce to any guest. The day
Yitzchack stopped nursing was the day
this miracle ended. Avraham would have
to revert back to showing Hashem’s hand
behind the scenes, in the everyday natural
miracles we experience when we eat and
breathe. Avraham threw a party to show
that this is actually a higher level than
needing open miracles to see Hashem’s
Hashgacha! On Purim we were weaned
from needing open miracles! There were
no plagues, split seas, or clouds of glory,
yet we still recognized that Hashem was
behind our victory.
How important is this message in these
times, to recognize the natural miracles
that Hashem bestows upon us every day,
and to know that whatever we are going
through is part of a bigger plan.

Binyamin Rayman
11th Grade,
Beit Shemesh
God or Guests?
You have a really important meeting
with the president. He is coming to your
house to visit you. As soon as he arrives
you notice some people walking by your

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

house. You’re not sure if they need a place
to stay. Would anyone in their right mind
tell the president to wait a moment and see
if these people needed a place to rest?
Hashem visits Avraham Avinu at the
beginning of this week’s parsha. As he
arrives Avraham says

ֶיך ַאל נָא ַת ֲעבֹר ֵמ ַעל
ָ אתי ֵחן ְּב ֵעינ
ִ דֹנָי ִאם נָא ָמ ָצ-ֲּאמר א
ַ ַֹוי
.ַע ְב ֶּד ָך
Rashi explains that he is talking to Hashem
telling him to wait while he invites the
malachim into his house! What Chutzpah?
Couldn’t it wait?
The Gemara learns from here that
Hachnasat Orchim is even greater than
Kabbalat Pnei Hashchinah, than greeting
God Himself.
Is welcoming guests really greater than
connecting to Hashem? Perhaps the
answer is obvious once we realize that
doing chessed, is in fact the best way to
connect to Hashem.
There are two ways to grow closer to
someone. One is by learning about them
and spending time with them, but the
other is by emulating them. By putting
yourself into their shoes and acting like

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience

them, one can understand and connect on
a really deep level. Avraham saw Hashem
come and do chessed by visiting him as he
was sick, and realized that more than he
can connect to Hashem through spending
time with him, he can connect by acting
like Hashem and spreading that chessed
onward.
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Free ambulance transport
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Real Life Rescues
Always Ready To Help A Person In Need
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After Returning To Israel, United Hatzalah International Ambassador Saves A
Life On the First Day Out Of Isolation
Gavy Friedson started volunteering as a United Hatzalah volunteer EMT in 2006, when he was just
17-years-old. Receiving one of the organization's first ambucycles, Gavy grew passionate to the act of
jumping on his vehicle and arriving at the scene of a medical emergency to save a life. Since then, Gavy
has moved to the United States and now works as a fundraiser to support the lifesaving work of United
Hatzalah in the organization’s U.S. office. Gavy lives and works right outside of Washington. In addition to
his fundraising activities, Gavy also acts as the Director of International Emergency Management and the
Global Ambassador of United Hatzalah of Israel. Every year, Gavy makes sure to return to Israel for a visit,
so he can still volunteer on the field and do what he loves most, save lives.
This past week, Gavy had just finished his two week quarantine period after coming back to Israel to visit
his family for the holidays. On the day that he finished his mandated quarantine he decided to take a walk
in downtown Jerusalem. Enjoying the fresh air and relatively vacant street of Ben Yehuda, he noticed a
group of people gathered together and surrounding a man who was lying on the ground. The experienced
EMT headed to the crowd to see what had happened. When he arrived one of the gathered passersby
explained that the elderly man had collapsed and fainted just a minute before his arrival.
Gavy identified himself as a United Hatzalah EMT and began checking the 80-year-old’s vital signs. The
man had a pulse and was breathing. Gavy quickly noticed the man had suffered a head injury when
he fell, so he used a shirt to staunch the bleeding while he notified United Hatzalah’s Dispatch and
Command Center, requesting back up and an ambulance. As Gavy checked the man's vital signs again, the
man lost consciousness, and soon stopped breathing and lost his pulse as well.
Gavy immediately began chest compressions for about 2 minutes until the first volunteer riding an
ambucycle arrived at the scene. The team connected a defibrillator and continued CPR until, several
minutes later, the man’s pulse and breathing returned. When the ambulance arrived the fallen man was
semi-conscious and was quickly transported to the hospital for further care and assessment..
“When I saw the collapsed man, it made me realize how important our work is. Despite the fact that
I was not wearing my United Hatzalah vest and I was not on a shift, I was able to save the man's life.
I’m so grateful to be a part of a lifesaving organization, I have done many CPRs in Jerusalem over the
course of the past 15 years that I have been a volunteer. Each time I respond to such an emergency
it reminds of just how important our work is. Knowing that I helped
save this man’s life gives me a sensation of fulfillment. Doing it on
the day I leave isolation and am back on the streets of my hometown
really puts into perspective for me that these emergencies can happen
anywhere and at any time. They haven’t stopped just because there
is a pandemic occurring and neither can we ” Gavy commented. “The
global Coronavirus pandemic has put significant pressure on people,
their lives, their health and their businesses. It has put an incredible
strain on first response organizations the world over as well. It is for this
reason that I know that I need to work harder and help make certain
that United Hatzalah will always be well equipped and ready to respond
to any and every medical emergency, whether it is Corona related or
otherwise. In these challenging times, we are always on the frontlines,
no matter where we are, we can always help another person in need. ”
(Photo - Gavy Friedson in the Center of Jerusalem after the rescue)
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