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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director,
OU Israel
Yom HaAliyah, which took
place this past Sunday, was established
to acknowledge the necessity and importance of Aliyah to the State of Israel and to
celebrate the incredible contributions of
Olim to our Homeland. These are important, but I think what is equally, perhaps
more important, is for us olim to remind
ourselves of our personal Aliyah journeys,
thank those who helped us, and reflect on
the people in our lives whom we can help
to successfully make Aliyah. I cannot mention my Aliyah without thanking my parents from the bottom of my heart for bringing my siblings and I when I was nine.
Most olim I know say that Aliyah is the
best decision they ever made (perhaps
second to marrying their spouse), but they
will also acknowledge that it was difficult.
Even the best Aliyah stories deal with
family and friends left behind or other
challenges connected to integrating themselves and their families, learning the language and culture, and finding parnosa.
The beauty of Yom HaAliyah is two-fold.
First, it helps those who have not made
Aliyah better understand it’s complexities
and its beauty. A lot of effort, time, money, and sacrifice go into making Aliyah.
Without a doubt it’s one of the best deci4
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sions someone can make. Yet, we can’t
take it for granted or judge those who are
not rushing to come. We recognize that
this is not an easy decision.
The second beautiful aspect of Yom
HaAliyah is that it serves as a reminder
to those of us who made Aliyah to identify
people in our lives whose Aliyah we can
help. Whether it be a new neighbor who
needs help understanding their electric
bill, a kid in our child’s class who could use
a playdate (pending corona guidelines), or
someone we meet at the grocery store who
could use a smile and a few kind words. It
might be friends living abroad who have
questions about life in Israel. Personally,
over the past half a year I have received
many more inquiries than usual from prospective olim who have questions about
how their kids will adjust, looking for a job,
or curious about the community we live in,
Givat Ze’ev, or other communities.
While Yom HaAliyah has a specific date
on the calendar, it should be the impetus
to serve as a constant reminder to have
our fingers on the pulse to help more olim
come and thrive in Israel. Who do you
know that is planning Aliyah and would
appreciate a call with some words of
chizuk? Who moved to your community
and would be touched to receive a fresh
challah from you erev Shabbat?
While OU Israel partners with many

municipalities throughout Israel, I’d
like to thank Pini Glinkevitz, head of the
Immigration Absorption Authority, and
his colleagues at Iriyat Yerushalayim for
constantly reaching out to OU Israel, partnering with us and supporting our programming to help English-speaking olim
integrate and thrive in Yerushalayim.
Recently, the OU Israel Center held two
panels highlighting olim who are having a
positive impact in Israel - one during Torah
Yerushalayim and another Sunday night in
honor of Yom HaAliyah. We all know about
inspirational olim. Share your story and
their impact with friends and family grappling with the decision to make Aliyah.
It is very appropriate that Yom HaAliyah
falls when we are reading about Avraham
Avinu. Avraham exemplifies leaving everything to come to the Land of Israel. He
is also the prime example of hachnasat
orchim (welcoming guests). Avraham understood that if someone is not settled, it
is imperative that you welcome him and
do everything possible for hachnasat orchim. Right after his bris, when he was
in tremendous pain, Avraham went out
in search of guests, and when they came
he prepared an elaborate feast for them.
As we celebrate Aliyah, let’s make a commitment to be like Avraham Avinu and be
proactive in welcoming our brothers and
sisters home and helping them with their
Aliyah journeys.

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel
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KI TEITZEI
LECH LECHA
ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
Rabbi Reuven
Tradburks
Director of RCA
Israel Region
The Parsha introduces the Jewish people.
Avraham journeys to the Land of Israel,
is promised the land, spends time in
Egypt due to a famine, separates from
Lot due to their great wealth, and rescues
Lot when he is taken captive in war.
Avraham is promised the Land, though
told his descendants will spend 400 years
in Egypt. Sarah has no child, Hagar bears
Yishmael, Avraham is promised that
Sarah will bear a child. He is given the
mitzvah of mila, circumcision, as a sign
of the covenant.
1st Aliya (12:1-13). Avram (while we
refer to him as Avraham his name
begins as Avram and is only changed

later) is told to journey to the land he will
be shown. There he will achieve family,
fortune and fame. The family journeys to
Shechem as their first stop. G-d appears
to Avraham and promises him the land.
He builds an altar. A famine forces the
family to seek relief in Egypt.
Avraham is the first to be told to journey
to a place, not away from a place. Adam
and Eve were sent out of the Garden, Cain
sent away to wander the earth, Tower of
Babel the people dispersed. Avraham
reverses that and is not sent away from
G-d but pulled near to Him.
The story of the Torah is the story of
promises. Avraham is given 3 personal
promises and one national one. He is
told he will have family, have fortune
and have fame. And his people will
inherit the land. G-d makes promises to
man. Unsolicited, perhaps undeserved.
Though we come to know Avraham as
a great man, the Torah is mum on any
background to receiving these promises.
For it is a story of G-d’s desire for a people
– it is His reach for us.
2nd Aliya (12:14-13:4). The family goes
to Egypt fleeing famine. Paro sees Sarah
and she is taken to his palace. Avraham
is lavished with wealth because of
her. Paro sends them away. The family
returns to where they began, laden with
wealth, to call in the name of G-d.
Avraham’s 3 promises, family, fortune
and fame, will be fulfilled one by
one. First fortune. Promise fulfilled –
Avraham returns to the land from Egypt
heavy with wealth. The Ramban points

6

TORAH TIDBITS / LECH LECHA 5781

out the foreshadowing of the Exodus
from Egypt – journey to Egypt because of
famine, Paro suffers a plague, Jews leave
with great wealth.
What does it mean that Avraham called in
the name of G-d? Ibn Ezra says either he
prayed or he called to people to embrace
G-d. Avraham engages the people of the
land in knowledge of one G-d.
3rd Aliya (13:5-18). The herds of
Avraham and Lot are so numerous that
their shepherds quarrel. They need to
separate. Avraham allows Lot to choose
– you go left, I right. You go right, I left.
Lot chooses the lush area he sees around
Sodom and Gemora. Avraham is told by
G-d to look over the land for he will have
it all forever. And his children will be as
numerous as the sand of the earth. He
moves to Hevron and builds an altar.

“So glad that we

took your advice and drove up
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it made our decision to buy,
so much easier.
said another happy client

NOW, before the price increase, is the time to lock
down a great deal on your dream vacation home –
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with beautiful views in Anglo-populated Ashkelon!
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down payment, with mortgages available and bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.
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The promise of fortune has been granted.
But his only family, Lot, moves away.
This is followed by a reiteration that
Avraham’s children will inherit the land
– except, he has no children. He only has
Lot.
Eyes have been a bit of a problem in
the Torah so far. Eve looked at the fruit
and it was beautiful. Before the flood,
the men looked at the women and chose
wives. Lot looks at the Jordan Valley and
it looks like the lushness of Egypt. The
looks deceive, for while beautiful, each
of these failed to consider more than the
looks. Looking will be replaced for the
Jew by hearing, Shema, listening to the
Divine Command. Seeing beauty will be
usurped by hearing the Command.
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4th Aliya (14:1-20). Four Kings make
war with 5 Kings. Lot is taken captive.
Avraham rescues him, returning all
the spoils and captives. The King of
Sodom comes out to greet him, as does
Malchizedek the King and Priest of
Shalem. Malchizedek blesses Avraham to
G-d and blesses G-d who protected you.
The promise of fame has been achieved.
After the heroic rescue of Lot, Avraham
finds the company of Kings. 2 of the 3
promises he received, those of fame
and of fortune have been achieved.
The remaining 2 – of children and of
inheriting this land are tougher. Lest we
think that G-d promised a deserted land
to Avraham, this pitched battle of 9 kings
belies that. Not only has Avraham been
promised that his children will inherit
the land while he has no children, he has
been told he will inherit a hotly contested
land.
5th Aliya (14:21-15:6). The King of Sodom
offers Avraham the spoils; Avraham
demurs. G-d promises Avraham that he
need not fear, for He will be his shield
(magen). Avraham protests – I have no
children. G-d promises that his children
will inherit his promises. He shows him
the stars and promises that his children
will be as those. Avraham believes Him.
G-d promises to be Avraham’s shield, his
“magen”; Malchizedek used the same
expression, that G-d was Avraham’s
“magen”. Hence the description we use
in tefilla of Magen Avraham.
As a conversation starter, G-d says
to Avraham, “do not fear”. Who said
8
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Avraham is afraid? What is afraid
of? Rashi comments that Avraham is
worried that he has been showered
with so much from G-d already that
perhaps he does not deserve to have
the remaining promises granted. The
remaining 2 promises are big ones;
children and the land of Israel. Perhaps
I no longer deserve those. Some
promises are conditional – you deserve
it, you will get it. Perhaps he has used
up all his merit and deserves no more.
G-d tells him to not fear for his merit is
great.
6th Aliya (15:7-17:6). After promising
Avraham that he will have children, G-d
again promises to him that He will give
him the land of Israel. Avraham queries
as to how he will know this for certain.
In a dramatic ceremony of cut birds
and a deep sleep, Avraham is told his
children will be strangers and afflicted
in a foreign land for 400 years. Avraham
will die in peace. G-d makes a covenant
to give the land to Avrahams offspring.
Sarah has no child. She gives Hagar to
Avraham and Hagar becomes pregnant.
Sarah sends Hagar away. An angel tells
her that her offspring will be many. Her

May the Torah learned from this issue of
Torah Tidbits be in loving memory of

Bernard Halpern z"l
ר' דב בן יונה ז"ל
on his 24th Yahrzeit י"ח מרחשון
From his children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren
Reiss, Halpern, Shindler, Wolicki families

child will be cantankerous but powerful.
Avraham is 86 when Yishmael is born.
At age 99 Avraham is told to walk before
G-d. His name is changed to Avraham.
Avraham was given 3 personal promises
and one national one. He was promised
fame and fortune, which he received. He
is assured he will have children, which he
believes. But those are promises to him.
He wonders now about the promise that
his descendants will inherit the land of
Israel – what if they don’t deserve it? G-d
puts him to sleep, a tardema – the same
word used when Adam went to sleep
and Eve was formed – a deep, historic,
epic sleep. And G-d tells him that these
promises will be kept.
The Torah continues the startling story
of G-d’s unconditional promises to man.
Still no demands have been made of
Avraham. But the Torah also teaches
us a lesson about promises; patience.
The promise that the Jewish people will
have the land of Israel is going to take
400 years to happen. Avraham will not
see that one fulfilled. Nor, in fact, will
Moshe. The Torah will end with that one
not yet fulfilled. Man lives patiently with
promises yet to be fulfilled.
7th Aliya (17:7-27). Avraham is told
to circumcise his family as a sign of
the covenant between he and G-d. He
is startled at the promise that Sarah
will have a child at age 90, he 99. He
suggests that Yishmael could be the next
generation of the Jewish people. No,
while Yishmael will be great, Yitzchak
will be the next generation.

Marci Rapp
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www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
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www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Turn Your Gold
into Cash!
Pays Cash
Best rate for
broken, old
gold,
inheritances

Safe &
Jewelry
Convenient Manufacturer Reliability
Served at Upgrade old to Member of
your place,
new
the Israel
without
• free personal Diamond
Schlepping
design
Exchange &
out.
• Buy the
the World
Covid
diamond from Federation
complient
the source
since 1997

Mishael Vardi 054-397-7707
Service in Hebrew | English | French | Italian
vmk_diamonds

@Fancycolors

vmkdiamonds.com

OU ISRAEL CENTER

9

Circumcision is the first demand of us in
the covenant that He will be our G-d, we
His people.

STATS
3rd sedra of 54; 3rd of 12 in B’reishit Written
on 208 lines, ranks 23 7 Parshiyot; 3 open,
4 closed 126 p’sukim - ranks 13th - same as
R’ei; smaller than R’ei in other categories
1686 words - ranks 18th 6336 letters - ranks
19th Ranks 7 of 12 in B’reishit - all categories
Shorter than average p’sukim

MITZVOT
1 positive mitzvah: Brit Milah
A total of 5 sedras have only one mitzvah
(another 17 have none and six have 2 or 3 that accounts for 28 sedras, over half of the
Torah’s 54).

HAFTORAH
YESHAYAHU 40:27- 41:16
The prophet Yeshayahu reminds Israel
of the Almighty’s power. Hashem has the
ability to “renew the vigor” of those who
put their faith in Him.
Highlighting the theme of strength and

10
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fortitude the prophet turns his attention
to the idolatrous nations of the world
and offers the following message. He
emphasizes the greatness of Avraham
after arriving in Canaan that he pursued
and defeated four mighty kings. ‘The
islands saw and feared: the ends of the
earth quaked.”
There is a message to be heeded by the
people of the world when witnessing the
power of Israel. Seeing the remarkable
power of God and his people should
inspire nations to abandon their sinful
idolatrous ways.
The prophet also spotlights the eternal
promise that the Jeweish nation will
be rewarded for their loyalty to God.
“Do not fear for I am with you; be not
dismayed for I am your God...Behold
all those incensed against you shall be
ashamed and confounded; those who
quarrelled with you shall be as naught
and be lost.”

Mazal Tov to

Arlene Saslow and family

on the marriage of her grandson

Real Life Rescues
Successful CPR Saves The Life Of
A Collapsed Kfar Saba Woman

1221

On Wednesday night, United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shalom Zohar was resting in his home in
Kfar Saba, when he received an emergency alert on his communications device, alerting him
to a medical emergency occurring two blocks away. Shalom rushed to his ambucycle that was
parked outside and headed to the address at top speed. The given address was unclear and
Shalom ended up driving up and down the street with no success. Determined to do his job, he
continued to drive around before being called over by a passerby. The stranger pointed Shalom
to an alleyway just off the street, where he found a body lying on the ground.
A 60-year-old woman was walking home when she suddenly collapsed in the alleyway, unable
to move, and slowly lost consciousness. The experienced EMT checked the woman for a pulse,
and finding none heHe grabbed his medical bag from his ambucycle, attached a defibrillator,
and began compressions. The defibrillator did not advise a shock.
After just one minute, fellow EMT Ya’akov Mizrachi, who is also Shalom’s neighbor and family
relative, arrived at the scene along with another EMT named Eyal. Yaakov switched Shalom in
performing compressions and the pair continued to alternate compressions as the victim's hands
were turning blue. In the meantime, Eyal had initiated assisted breathing. After a few rounds of
compressions, Eyal informed his fellow EMTs that the woman's pulse had returned and was very
strong, so the pair ceased compressions and attached an IV line. Yaakov took the woman's blood
pressure and discovered that it was at dangerously high levels. The team of medical personnel
continued assisted breathing and compressions but had to pause every now and then when the
woman started agonal breathing. After a couple of minutes, the ambulance arrived.
The paramedic attached a monitor and intubated the patient. The team then performed a
capnograph reading on the patient which showed the patient’s CO2 levels as slightly high but in
the normal range. The monitor described a malfunction in the woman's heart, causing her blood
pressure to reach high levels and was the reason the EMTs could not find a pulse. The woman
was sent to the hospital, and the volunteers later discovered that she had made a full recovery.
“If my colleagues and I had not arrived at the scene on time, the woman would have died,”
said Shalom. “It is instances such as these that remind us how important it is to respond to
every emergency, no matter how minor it may seem. You never know when you will end
up saving a life. This incident was a strong reminder of why I chose to become a volunteer.
It reminds me of why I choose to ride my ambucycle
every day because I never know when I will arrive on a
scene and end up saving someone's life. It puts life in a
different perspective and gives me the strength to carry
on volunteering. Saving a life gives me a great deal of
satisfaction, and I am proud that I get to participate in
this endeavor and help others every day. ”
(Photo is an illustration and not from the actual scene)
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
THE PERSON BY
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus
IN THE PARSHA

Ancestral
Decisions

M

ost people do not give much
thought to their ancestral
origins. But some do, and I am
one of them. I often wonder about my
grandparents and their grandparents.
Who were they? What was their world
like?
Most of all, I wonder about the decisions
that they made, and whether those
decisions had any bearing upon my
life. Suppose they had made different
decisions? Would my life be any different?
Would I even be here to wonder?
In my case, I knew all my grandparents
and even one great-grandmother. I
know a little bit about some of my other
great-grandparents, including the man

after whom I was named. His name was
Tzvi Hersh Kriegel, and I will always
remember the portrait of him in a derby
hat and long red beard, prominently
adorning the dining room wall in my
grandparents’ home.
Somewhere back in the late 19th century,
he made a decision. I know nothing of the
details of that decision. He chose to leave
the eastern European shtetl where he was
born and raised and made his way to the
United States. Because of that decision,
he and his descendants escaped the fate
of most of the rest of his family. Had he
not made that decision, I myself would
have been one of the millions of Hitler’s
victims. I would not be sitting at my desk
writing this column.
Many of my other forbearers, and many of
yours, dear reader, made similar decisions
in their lives that determined the futures
of their children and grandchildren.
Reflecting upon this fact leads to many
important life lessons, including the need
to take one’s own decisions very seriously.
In my case, I cannot go back more than
three generations, so I’m not familiar
with the decisions made by my ancestors
much before the late 19th century. Others,
like my wife Chavi, routinely refer to
ancestors who lived in the 18th century
and even earlier. They are still influenced
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by decisions made by those who came
before them more than two centuries ago.
It remains true, however, that all Jewish
people can trace their ancestry much
further back than a couple of centuries. I
am reminded of the retort uttered by the
late Lubavitcher Rebbe to a disciple who
proudly reported that he was tutoring
several “Jews with no Jewish background.”
The Rebbe insisted that there was no such
thing. “Those Jews,” he exclaimed, “have
the same Jewish background as you do.
They are all children of Abraham and
Sarah.”
Indeed, we are all children of Abraham
and Sarah, and we remain influenced by
the consequences of their decisions. Study
the weekly Torah portions beginning this
week, and you will discover the extent
to which we remain influenced by the
decisions made by our patriarchs and
matriarchs millennia ago.
This week’s parsha, Parshat Lech Lecha
(Genesis 12:1-17:27), begins with one such
decision: Abraham and Sarah’s resolve
to leave their “native land and father’s
house” and proceed to the “land that I
will show you,” the land of Canaan. That
decision which reverberated across the
generations still sustains our commitment
to the Holy Land.
There are some lesser-known decisions
made by Abraham in this week’s Torah
portion. The first was his decision to
personally intervene in a war conducted
by four great world powers against
five other kingdoms. What prompted
Abraham to do so was the report that
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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his kinsman, Lot, was taken captive by
the invaders. Unlike some contemporary
world leaders, Abraham immediately
sprang into action.
Not having access to jet fighters and
long range missiles, he “mustered his
retainers, chanichav.” He enlisted the
help of 318 of those who had been “born
into his household,” raised and educated
by him. He made the decision to draft his
disciples into military service.
Was that a good decision? Not according
to one view in the Talmud, Tractate
Nedarim 32a: “Rabbi Avahu said in the
name of Rabbi Elazar: Why was Abraham
punished so that his children were
enslaved in Egypt for 210 years? Because
he used Torah scholars as his army!”
In Abraham’s judgment, enlisting 318
of his disciples to help rescue innocent
victims was a no-brainer. For Rabbi
Avahu, however, Abraham’s decision was
a disaster of historical proportions. There
is no doubt that Abraham’s decision
remains relevant down to this very day,
perhaps even more urgently than ever
before.
Our Torah portion continues with the
narrative that describes the offer of the
King of Sodom (whom Abraham defended
and who had Abraham to thank for his
survival) to “give me the persons, and
take the booty for yourself.” Abraham,
ever meticulously ethical, declines the
booty but also yields the persons to the
king of Sodom.
A wise decision? Not according to another
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opinion in that Talmudic passage: “Rabbi
Yochanan said that [Abraham’s children
were eventually enslaved in Egypt]
because he impeded the ability of those
persons from taking refuge under the
wings of the Shechinah.” That is, had
Abraham insisted that the King of Sodom
yield those “persons” to Abraham’s care,
they would eventually have converted to
Abraham’s monotheistic way of life.
Abraham had a dilemma. Was he to
insist on his ethical principles and take
no reward whatsoever, not persons
and not booty, from the king of Sodom?
Or should he have engaged in spiritual
outreach and taken those prisoners
into his own household? For Abraham,
his ethical principles trumped his goal
of encouraging pagans to convert to
monotheism. For Rabbi Yochanan, on
the other hand, Abraham missed a
critical opportunity. This is yet another
of Abraham’s decisions with great
implications for us today.
We are all children of Abraham and
Sarah. In so many ways, their dilemmas
remain our dilemmas. Rabbi Avahu and
Rabbi Yochanan taught us that we cannot
merely emulate their choices. We must
assess their decisions, determine their
validity, and then consider the extent
to which our circumstances conform to
theirs.
As we study the parsha each week, we
must remember that we are not just
reading Bible stories. We are studying
ancestral decisions which continue to
affect our daily lives in an uncanny way.
OU ISRAEL CENTER

15

on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

The OU Israel family joins the larger Jewish community praying
for the full recovery of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
May the learning of this Dvar Torah be in merit of a full and speedy recovery for the Rav

Please pray for the Refua Shleima of HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben Liba
לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

The Courage
Not To
Conform

L

eaders lead. That does not mean to
say that they do not follow. But what
they follow is different from what
most people follow. They don’t conform
for the sake of conforming. They don’t
do what others do merely because others
are doing it. They follow an inner voice, a
call. They have a vision, not of what is, but
of what might be. They think outside the
box. They march to a different tune.
Never was this more dramatically
signalled than in the first words of God
to Abraham, the words that set Jewish
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history in motion: “Leave your land, your
birthplace and your father’s house and
go to the land that I will show you. (Gen.
12:1)”
Why? Because people do conform. They
adopt the standards and absorb the
culture of the time and place in which they
live – “your land.” At a deeper level, they
are influenced by friends and neighbours
– “your birthplace.” More deeply still
they are shaped by their parents, and
the family in which they grew up – “your
father’s house.”
I want you, says God to Abraham, to
be different. Not for the sake of being
different, but for the sake of starting
something new: a religion that will not
worship power and the symbols of power
– for that is what idols really were and
are. I want you, said God, to “teach your
children and your household afterward
to follow the way of the Lord by doing

דברי תורה אלה
יהיו לרפואה שלמה של
שפרה יהודית בת יפה לאה

what is right and just” (Gen. 18:19).
To be a Jew is to be willing to challenge the
prevailing consensus when, as so often
happens, nations slip into worshipping
the old gods. They did so in Europe
throughout the nineteenth and early
twentieth century. That was the age of
nationalism: the pursuit of power in the
name of the nation-state that led to two
world wars and tens of millions of deaths.
It is the age we are living in now as North
Korea acquires and Iran pursues nuclear
weapons so that they can impose their
ambitions by force. It is what is happening
today throughout much of the Middle
East and Africa as nations descend into
violence and into what Hobbes called “the
war of every man against every man.”1
We make a mistake when we think of idols
in terms of their physical appearance
– statues, figurines, icons. In that sense
they belong to the ancient times we have
long outgrown. The way to think of idols
is in terms of what they represent. They
symbolise power. That is what Ra was for
the Egyptians, Baal for the Canaanites,
Chemosh for the Moabites, Zeus for the
Greeks, and what missiles and bombs are
for terrorists and rogue states today.
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Power allows us to rule over others
without their consent. As the Greek
historian Thucydides put it: “The strong
do what they wish and the weak suffer

1
Thomas Hobbes, The Leviathan,
ed. Richard Tuck (Cambridge, England:
Cambridge University Press, 1991), part 1,
ch. 13.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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what they must.”2 Judaism is a sustained
critique of power. That is the conclusion
I have reached after a lifetime of studying
our sacred texts. It is about how a nation
can be formed on the basis of shared
commitment and collective responsibility.
It is about how to construct a society
that honours the human person as the
image and likeness of God. It is about
a vision, never fully realised but never
abandoned, of a world based on justice
and compassion, in which “They will
neither harm nor destroy on all My holy
mountain, for the earth will be filled with
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).
Abraham is without doubt the most
influential person who ever lived. Today
he is claimed as the spiritual ancestor of
2.3 billion Christians, 1.8 billion Muslims
and 14 million Jews, more than half the
people alive today. Yet he ruled no empire,
commanded no great army, performed no
miracles and proclaimed no prophecy. He
is the supreme example in all of history of
influence without power.
Why? Because he was prepared to be
2

Thucydides, 5.89.
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different. As the Sages say, he was called
ha-ivri, “the Hebrew,” because “all the
world was on one side (be-ever echad)
and he was on the other”.3 Leadership,
as every leader knows, can be lonely. Yet
you continue to do what you have to do
because you know that the majority is not
always right and conventional wisdom
is not always wise. Dead fish go with the
flow. Live fish swim against the current.
So it is with conscience and courage. So it
is with the children of Abraham. They are
prepared to challenge the idols of the age.
After the Holocaust, some social scientists
were haunted by the question of why so
many people were prepared, whether by
active participation or silent consent, to go
along with a regime that was committing
one of the great crimes against humanity.
One key experiment was conducted by
Solomon Asch. He assembled a group of
people, asking them to perform a series
of simple cognitive tasks. They were
shown two cards, one with a line on it,
the other with three lines of different
lengths, and asked which was the same
size as the line on the first. Unbeknown
3

Genesis Rabbah 42:8

to one participant, all the others had
been briefed by Asch to give the correct
answer for the first few cards, and then
to answer incorrectly for most of the rest.
On a significant number of occasions the
experimental subject gave an answer
he could see was the wrong, because
everyone else had done so. Such is the
power of the pressure to conform: it can
lead us to say what we know is untrue.

www.DailyMitzvot.org
Mitzvot from the Torah applicable in our times
based on the Chofetz Chaim

Parents
Honour your father and mother
Revere your father and mother
Do not strike your father or mother
Do not curse one’s father or mother

SIGN UP FOR A DAILY MITZVAH

More frightening still was the Stanford
experiment carried out in the early 1970s
by Philip Zimbardo. The participants were
randomly assigned roles as guards or
prisoners in a mock prison. Within days
the students cast as guards were behaving
abusively, some of them subjecting the
“prisoners” to psychological torture.
The students cast as prisoners put up
with this passively, even siding with the
guards against those who resisted. The
experiment was called off after six days,
by which time even Zimbardo had found
himself drawn into the artificial reality
he had created. The pressure to conform
to assigned roles is strong enough to lead
people into doing what they know is
wrong.
That is why Abraham, at the start of his
mission, was told to leave “his land, his
birthplace and his father’s house,” to free
himself from the pressure to conform.
Leaders must be prepared not to follow
the consensus. One of the great writers
on leadership, Warren Bennis, writes:
“By the time we reach puberty, the world
has shaped us to a greater extent than we
realise. Our family, friends, and society
in general have told us – by word and

United Arab
Emirates Trip

NavigaTours, a travel agency specializing
in tailor made trips, is organizing Kosher tours
to the UAE for the religious community;
groups and individuals.

For info contact Seth Rinot,
seth@navigatours-travel.com
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example – how to be. But people begin
to become leaders at that moment when
they decide for themselves how to be.”4
One reason why Jews have become,
out of all proportion to their numbers,
leaders in almost every sphere of human
endeavour, is precisely this willingness to
be different. Throughout the centuries,
Jews have been the most striking example
of a group that refused to assimilate to
the dominant culture or convert to the
dominant faith.
One other finding of Solomon Asch is
worth noting. He noted that when just
one other person was willing to support
the individual who could see that the
others were giving the wrong answer, it
gave him the strength to stand up against
the consensus. That is why, however
small their numbers, Jews created
communities. It is hard to lead alone, far
less hard to lead in the company of others
even if you are a minority.
Judaism is the counter-voice in the
conversation of humankind. As Jews, we
do not follow the majority merely because
it is the majority. In age after age, century
after century, Jews were prepared to do
what the poet Robert Frost immortalised:
4
Walter Bennis, On Becoming a
Leader (New York: Basic Books, 1989), 49.
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Two roads diverged in a wood, and I,
I took the one less travelled by,
And that has made all the difference.5
It is what makes a nation of leaders.
Shabbat Shalom
Questions (Around The Shabbat Table)
1.

When Abraham began his journey,
what was he following and how was
he leading?

2.

When is it a good idea to take the road
less travelled by?

3.

Does Abraham’s story inspire you
to challenge the idols of today? If so,
what do you see as today’s idols?

Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable
Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
5
Robert Frost, The Road Not Taken,
Birches, and Other Poems (New York: H.
Holt and Co., 1916), 10.

Medical specialists needed in Ramat Beit Shemesh
Opening November 2020
RBS/BS is the fastest growing city in Israel. With a population of approaching 200,000 and a
projected population of 400-500,000 in the next ﬁve years, a unique opportunity exists for
medical specialists to practice here on a part-time or full-time basis.
Presently, there are relatively few medical specialists practicing in our area. The need for more
medical professionals is real and acute. Our community would greatly beneﬁt from the
presence of a cardiologist, pulmonologist, orthopedist, endocrinologist, rheumatologist,
neurologist, ENT, and urologist, just to name a few. Importantly, we will have a very high
resolution ultrasound for the use of our providers.
If you are a licensed medical specialist or medical paraprofessional, we invite you to bring your
expertise to RBS. At LaBriut, we will provide you the optimal working environment and all of
the ancillary services you need to practice your specialty. Whether you work with kupot cholim
or privately, or both, we are the address for excellent medical specialists in the center of Israel.
Please check out our website at www.labriuthealth.com. If you would like to speak to us
about this unique opportunity, please contact us at admin@labriuthealth.com.
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THE PROPHETS
l

A

s I sit to pen this message a short
time after Yom Kippur, I feel the
“mystique” of that holy day still
guiding my thoughts and emotions.
The emotional impact of these piyutim
(religious poems) remains with me
weeks and months after the chag, but
so does my appreciation of the prayers
themselves, the brilliant compositions
of the paytanim (religious poets) of
the Middle Ages. Their knowledge of
Tanach, Talmud, Midrash and the gamut
of rabbinic writings is nothing short of
astounding. Along with that, is their
expertise in the Hebrew language-even
though they often use “poetic license”
in ignoring proper Hebrew grammar
in order to create a rhyming couplet or
stanza (consider, for example, the use of
“avoNIM” instead of the correct plural
form for sins, “avoNOT”).
For me, the effect of these tefillot is
even more impactive as these prayers
bring up memories of the meaningful
and passionate davening my father,
a”h, who led the services in our shul
- and taught the proper nusach to so
many (including me) - for decades.
My memory goes back some 50 years
as I hear my father chanting the piyut
of “Ma’aseh Elokeinu” in Musaf, a
poem depicting the glorious works of
Hashem. Curiously, right before the
22
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end of that liturgical poem, the Aron
Kodesh is closed and a contrasting
stanza, “Ma’aseh Enosh”, the evil of
Man’s deeds, is said silently. And then,
as the Aron Kodesh is reopened, my
father would cry out “AVAL MA’ASEH
ELOKEINU!!” – “BUT, the works of our
G-d are….”
What a contrast!
What a powerful message!
What a precious memory!
And I bring up these Yom Kippur
memories because that is precisely the
message of this week’s haftarah from
Sefer Yishayahu.
But first, words of introduction.
The haftarah is found in the 40th and 41st
prakim of the sefer, however, leading
up to these chapters, we read of the
invasion of the powerful Assyrian army.
The potent empire had successfully
conquered and exiled the Northern
tribes and had already begun to
devastate the cities and towns in Yehuda.
The king Chizkiyahu feared the worst as
the Assyrian juggernaut had begun to
lay siege to Yerushalayim, preparing to
conquer it as it had already conquered
the bulk of the Middle Eastern nations.
Yishayahu promises the King that the

Assyrians would soon retreat from
Yerushalayim and no longer be a threat
to Yerushalayim. And so it was.
Not long after the Assyrian retreat,
Chizkiyahu is visited by the King of
Babylonia, the growing power in the
area. King Chizkiyahu joyously welcomes
the foreign king and boastfully shows
him all of the wealth and treasures in
his kingdom. Hashem is unhappy with
Chizkiyahu’s actions and the navi tells
him that, eventually, the Babylonian
armies would come and remove all of the
treasures of Judea and his descendants
would become mere servants to the King
of Bavel.
It is at this point that Yishayahu, in
perek 40, offers the words of comfort to
the future generations who will suffer
under the rule of Babylonia. In this
chapter of “Nachamu, Nachamu Ami”,
the navi depicts visions of a return
and of growth to the once defeated and
broken nation, visions that the people
find difficult to believe. And, to these
people, Yishayahu offers the words of
our haftarah. These words of comfort
are directed at the generations who
cannot believe that such a turnaround
could occur. An exiled nation who had
suffered in so many ways, in so many
countries for so many years could not

easily accept the seemingly impossible
promises that were handed down to
them. And so Yishayahu leaves them
with the words of this haftarah, words
that, simply put, tell them that nothing is
impossible for Hashem. In doing so, the
prophet points to the wonders of nature
that cannot be duplicated by mortal
man and mocks the pagan worship of
man-made “gods.”
In contrast to these nations, Yishayahu
adds, you, Israel, are the children of my
chosen servants, Avraham and Ya’akov
(hence, the connection to our parasha)
and you will therefore merit all of these
miraculous events that I promise. For
Man is not like G-d and Man’s capabilities
and accomplishments pale in comparison
to those of the Master of the Universe.
What a contrast!
What a powerful message!
What a precious memory to retain for
the future generations!
This is who we are.
And this is what Hashem will do for us!!

Shoshana Dekel, M.S.W. -
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Tel: 0549263636
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Make Your
Name Great

A

vraham is commanded to uproot
from his current location and
settle in Eretz Yisrael where God
promises to “make him into a great nation,
and that he will be blessed, and God will
make Avraham’s name great…..” ואגדלה
( שמךBereshit 12:2).
Avraham served to sanctify Hashem’s
name. He did not seek personal
recognition. Did Avraham desire that his
name be made great? That he become
a celebrity? In today’s technological
age, people post all facets of their life on
social media seeking “likes”, “friends”
and personal recognition. If a picture is
not shared on facebook, Instagram or
some other media, it is as if such event
never transpired. Is this the blessing that
Hashem was promising to Avraham? That
his name would be made “great” in the
eyes of others? True, Avraham wanted his
message of monotheism to go “viral”, but
he did not crave thousands of followers
for his self-image. What exactly is the

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה
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intention of “va’agadla shemecha” – that I
will make your name great?
Perhaps we can answer this question,
based on an idea presented by the
Igra DeKallah (written by the Bnei
Yisssakhar- Rav Tzvi Elimelech Spira of
Dinov). He suggests that the intention
is not to make Avraham’s name great
for others, but rather to make his name
great - for himself! Each individual
has potential to achieve great things.
However, not everyone lives up to their
full potential. The blessing to Avraham
is that he would be able to fulfill his
full potential. In fact, later the Torah
describes Avraham as ( – בא בימיםBereshit
24:1) – which is interpreted to mean that
he made each day count. He maximized
his potential each and every day. By
acting appropriately, as an oved Hashem,
Avraham
will
simultaneously
be
sanctifying God’s name, since his actions
will be attributed to the Almighty.
Rav Kook in Siddur Olat Re’iyah, explains
the passage recited on the Yamim Noraim,
“ אלוקי עד שלא נוצרתי איני כדאיMy God, before
I was created, I was unworthy.” There is a
reason why one was born in the twentyfirst century rather than in another
century. Each of us has a unique mission
in life: to fulfill a specific purpose in a
specific generation. We would have been
useless in another generation, but we are

essential in this generation. Each of us
has to look into ourselves to identify our
purpose and mission and to do what we
can to fulfill that mission. We should seek
to maximize our potential and do what we
can to make this world a better place. Each
of us was granted certain kohos (abilities)
that we have to utilize properly, not so that
we can become famous – but so that we
can fulfil our mission on this earth.
After 120 years, when we ascend to
Heaven, we are asked our name. Why
is that so important? As the Midrash on
Koheles tells us “ – טוב שם משמן טובa good
name is more valuable than precious oil”
(Koheles 7:1). Man is given three names.
One by his parents; one by his friends
(nickname) and one name that he creates
for himself (by his actions).

It is a custom to recite a pasuk at the end
of the Amida that begins and ends with
the letters of our name so that we will not
forget our name. A name highlights the
essence of an individual. Rav Shimshon
Refael Hirsch suggests that as the word
for name – “– שםshem”, can also be read
Sham (there) – the name depicts where the
person is in life.
May we be zoche to build a great name for
ourselves – not to gain fame but rather to
be able to reach our potential and fulfill
our mission on this earth by contributing
our part. May we recognize where we can
have a positive impact, on our families,
friends and community and act in way
that can facilitate making this world a
better place while being mekadesh shem
shamayim- sanctifying God’s name.

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Afflictions
and Attitudes

T

he image we have of the Imahot
are women of extreme piety,
sensitivity, and kindness. It is
therefore difficult to understand how
Sara Imeinu ‘afflicted’ Hagar (Bereisheet
16;6) to such a degree that Hagar fled to
the desert. How was it possible for Sara
Imeinu to cause another person pain? If
Sarah did indeed afflict Hagar, why did
she feel it was necessary?
Chazal teach us that after Avraham Avinu
took Hagar as a wife, she immediately
conceived. She then became haughty and
lorded herself over Sara Imeinu. She told
the women who would come to visit that
Sara Imeinu was not as righteous as she
appeared. The biggest proof was that she,

Hagar, conceived right away and Sara
could not. Rabbi Eliyahu Ki Tov in Sefer
Haparshiyot notes that Sara Imeinu was
afraid that people would be influenced
by Hagar’s behavior and follow suit. She
was even more concerned that a child
born to a mother who lacked such basic
hakarat hatov would imbibe this middah
and the world would not be able to
handle the effects of such a nation. Hagar
therefore needed to be put in her place, to
be humbled and appreciate the kindness
that surrounded her. If one is unable to
be strict when needed, then his kindness
is simply a weakness of character.
Overcoming a natural inclination towards
compassion and acting harshly when
appropriate is the true test of a quality’s
genuine measure. To treat Hagar with
strictness was truly a nisayon for Sara
Imeinu. In a sense, the harshness of Sara
Imeinu towards Hagar was even greater
than giving Hagar to Avraham Avinu as
a wife. Here Sara Imeinu passes the test;
she controlled her emotions and acted
against her nature to preserve Hashem’s
will in the world.
Rav Yitzchak Isaac Sher in Leket Sichot

THE ULTIMATE BAR MITZVA GIFT

WWW.PARSHAPRINTS.COM
26

TORAH TIDBITS / LECH LECHA 5781

Mussar shares an additional insight
into this espisode. He sees Hagar’s role
as similar to Eliezer’s in the house of
Avraham Avinu. Eliezer was tasked
with teaching the doctrine of his master
to the masses. Hagar was not just a
‘maid’, she was the chief disciple of
Sara Imeinu. She was a very spiritual
woman, charged with teaching the
words of Sara Imeinu to the women of
her generation. We thus understand
why she was chosen to marry Avraham
Avinu and how she was worthy to
see angels when she fled from their
home. Understanding this can help us
appreciate the essence of this ‘affliction’.
When Hagar married Avraham Avinu
she felt that she no longer needed to be
in a position of ‘translator’, she wanted
to create her own teachings and her own
ideas. She felt worthy to be in a position
of ‘teacher’. Yet with deep wisdom, Sara
Imeinu insisted that Hagar remain in
her former position. It is therefore no
wonder that although Hagar had a hard
time being downgraded, the angel told
her to go back and accept this affliction
for it was a necessary means to improve
her character and fulfill her G-d
given role.

Baka – Penthouse 220sqm, private
entrance, private elevator, 4 exposures,
central, quiet – 7,500,000nis
Baka – Stand alone arab house
200/255sqm + building rights –
8,900,000nis
052-3202488
Michael

Mortgage
RATES at
historic
LOWS for
refinance
& purchase
Purchase / Refinance Rates
(Non-inflation linked)*
Special rates up to 75% LTV:

30 year 3.85%
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%

For well qualified borrowers

firstisrael.com

02-625-2555

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv
*Rates are for qualified borrowers and are current as of
the printing of this advertisement but are subject to
change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and
are for illustrative purposes only.
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RABBI JUDAH
OU-NCSY
MISCHEL Mashpiah,
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

Travelers

T

he Friediker Rebbe, Reb Yosef
Yitzchok Schneersohn, zy’a, shared
the following story:

Once, the Baal Shem Tov asked a visiting
chasid to stop by the village of Mezeritch
on his way home, in order to send regards
to one of his closest and most beloved
talmidim, the Maggid, Reb Dov Ber. When
the Jew arrived in Mezeritch, no one
seemed to know of a “great Reb Dov Ber”;
the only resident with that name was a
seemingly simple melamed, a teacher, who
lived on the edge of town.
The Baal Shem Tov’s messenger was
directed to a dilapidated shack where R’
Dov Ber, the melamed, lived. Inside the
hovel with a dirt floor, he found a makeshift
cheder, and R’ Dov Ber was sitting on a
rickety chair in front of a small group of
children. Each talmid sat on a wood board
supported by a rock. Introducing himself
as a messenger from the Baal Shem Tov,
he was greeted with great warmth and
respect. R’ Dov Ber requested that his
visitor please return later in the evening,
28
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after the day’s Torah classes were done,
and invited him for dinner.
When he came back later that night, R’
Dov Ber was still sitting on the simple
chair, but the “classroom furniture” was
transformed, repurposed as beds for R’
Dov Ber’s children. Taken aback at the dirt
floor, empty walls and poor excuse for beds,
the guest couldn’t contain himself, and
expressed shock at the extreme poverty
and lack of basic furnishings in the house.
Where was the table, proper chairs, beds?
R’ Dov Ber looked his guest in the eyes and
asked with earnestness: “My dear brother,
where is your furniture? I don’t see that
you have a desk, chairs and household
furnishings with you tonight?”
Confused, the visitor exclaimed, “What do
you mean? Do you think that I shlep my
furniture and belongings around with me
wherever I go? When I’m on the road, it is
for a specific purpose… I am just a guest,
and I make do with whatever is available.
What difference does it make what furnishings I surround myself with if I’m only visiting temporarily, just passing through?”
Rebbe Dov Ber flashed a radiant smile,
“Ah, aren’t we all travelers in this world,
just passing through?”

Lech lecha m’artzecha…. “Go from your
land….” (Bereishis, 12:1). The Rebbe Reb
Meilech, R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk, zy’a,
would interpret the word me’artzecha
as ‘from your artzius’, from your earthly,
physical nature, from your materialism.
Now, Avraham was himself very well established on the ‘earth’. Indeed, our sedra
mentions Avraham being the wealthiest
of men, kaveid me’od, “very heavy with
livestock, silver and gold” (Bereishis, 13:2).
Torah tells us that our forefather was a
real estate magnate, who excelled at commerce, import and export. He had dealings
with Malkitzedek, Avimelech, Efron and
the shepherds of Lot. Nonetheless, he had
already been transformed by and internalized the command Lech lecha, and had
‘gone out’ of any previous attachment to
materialism.
Earlier, Avraham had encountered a
world seemingly in chaos. Even after the
Mabul, the Great Flood, people everywhere were drawn after idolatry and lowly, base desires. Chazal depicted this as a
palace aflame, and yet Avraham perceived
that there is nonetheless a Ba’al haBira,
a Master of the House. The Lech Lecha of
Avram and Sarai is instructive, and initiates a new existential recognition: the
world we inhabit is not a free-for-all; there
is a Ba’al haBira.
Theologian and spiritual guide Rabbi
Shalom Sabag points out the significance
of the Torah immediately addressing the
inherent tension between body and soul,
materialism and holy sufficiency. This
starting point of the Jewish story, he says,

provides us with the first step toward a
life of d’veykus.
Lech lecha empowers us in navigating
the unknown, living in-process, in the
middle, on the way. We must traverse the
gulf between materialism and a Divinely
guided life by letting go of self-definitions,
releasing our being bound by ‘place’, and
not becoming too attached to the temporal.
This world is transient, and our time here
is limited.
‘Liminal’ means relating to a transitional
or initial stage of a process, occupying a
position at, or on both sides of, a boundary
or threshold. To be an ‘alive’ person
means to be in a liminal state of change,
growth and development. This recognition
compels us to be considerately aware of
our finite existence in olam hazeh, this
world, and to focus on drawing from the
Source of eternal life.
When we are born, our souls have
journeyed from our ‘home’, our Divine
Source. Our descent into this word and the
directive of Lech Lecha allow us to uncover
something deeper about ourselves and the
purpose of our lives.
The revolutionary accomplishments, faith
and sacrifice of our great-grandparents
that begin in our sedra take place baderech, ‘on the road’, as part of a lifelong
journey toward self-actualization. Perhaps
that is a reminder for us to prioritize the
spiritual in our lives, that which is most essential and eternal.
In the end, we are all travelers here, on a
journey, passing through... May we go well!
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Food For Thought:
Virtual Simultaneous Challa Bake!!

Women Reaching Higher

Thursday, November 5, 8:30PM

Join women in Israel and beyond as we bake
and take Hafrashat Challa together!
We will zoom in and out of women’s kitchens as they
share with us their secret Challa ingredients,
Challa memories, cool braiding methods,
and inspirational thoughts about Challa.
Register at: www.ouisrael.org/events/challabake
https://zoom.us/j/87470870982
OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG l 02-5609110

Calling all Children Grades 1-5!
Join OU Israel for some Pre-Shabbos Ruach!!!

PARSHAT VAYERA KIDS’ KOLLEL
Thursday November 5, 4:00pm

Featuring a pre-Shabbos virtual family kumsitz
with Rabbi Rami Strosberg and a
Challa baking demo for kids!!
Register at: www.ouisrael.org/events/vayerakids
Zoom link - https://zoom.us/j/87159465384
FREE OF CHARGE
OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG l 02-5609110
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FREE
OF CHARGE

Jerusalem Community Hub
for Anglos & Torah

Just One Shabbos:

How Shabbat can transform our lives and the world at large,
even during these challenging times
Thursday, November 5, 8:30 pm
with Renowned Speaker Rabbi Ben Zion Klatzko,
Senior Manager and Director of Educator Training
for Olami College Outreach, and Founder of Shabbat.com
A special opportunity for Young Professionals to hear from one
of the world’s most inspiring Jewish educators
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85145991447
Register at: www.ouisrael.org/events/Shabbatproject2020

FREE
OF CHARGE

OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG l 02-5609110
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OU Israel at
SUN, NOV 1

Online Shiurim & Programs

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/144986284

Rabbi David Walk

10:15 AM

Rabbi Aharon Adler

The Giants who Shaped
Modern Orthodoxy
https://zoom.
us/j/403831319

11:30 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

Mrs. Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

Rav Soloveitchik on the Parsha
https://zoom.us/j/700303855

11:45 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Ethics, Family and Society
in the writings of Rav Hirsch,
Rav Kook and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.us/j/81925157325

Mishlei: Wisdom for Life
(L’Ayla) https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82280847618

4:30PM

2:00 PM

7:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura
S,T,TH https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

4:30 PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun
S,M,W,Th
https://zoom.
us/j/86466998217
Passcode: ouisrael

TUE, NOV 3

MON, NOV 2

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell
Rabbi Baruch Taub

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

9:00 PM

Rabbi Sam Shor Penimiut
HaTorah- Inspiration from the
Masters of Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

*L’AYLA CLASSES
ARE FOR WOMEN
ONLY

9:00 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

Minchat Chinuch https://
zoom.us/j/89983298537

9:15 AM

Mrs. Shira Smiles Torah

Tapestries (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/98629920642

10:30 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Parshat HaShavua https://
zoom.us/j/195174554

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld

5:00 PM

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

Chazal:Insights Into Our
Times (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

MISSED A CLASS?
You can watch the
recording at
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
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in the comfort of your Home
WED, NOV 4
9:00 AM

THURS, NOV 5
10:15 AM

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

Halacha and Medina https://
zoom.us/j/6878683646

Rabbi Baruch Taub Parshat
HaShavua https://zoom.
us/j/615813416

10:15 AM

11:30 AM

Contemporary Issues in Halacha
& Hashkafa https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
https://zoom.us/j/488542635

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:30 AM

Rabbi Alan Kimche

Great Jewish Thinkers https://
zoom.us/j/772450422

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

4:30PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

8:00 PM

Rabbi Ari Kahn. Parshat HaShavua

4:30PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

7:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub Halacha
https://zoom.us/j/709706986

8:30 PM

Rabbi Ezra Friedman

Practical Kashrut https://zoom.
us/j/698124792

8:30 PM

Rav Meir Goldwicht (Hebrew)

Parshat Hashavua
https:// zoom.us/j/2244321902
Passcode: 18

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

https://zoom.us/j/2624570009

Special Events for
The Shabbos Project

4:00PM

Parshat Vayera Kids’ Kollel
https:/ zoom.us/j/87159465384

8:30PM

L’Ayla Women’s Challa Bake
https://zoom.us/j/87470870982

8:30PM

JCHAT Young Professionals
Event with Rabbi Ben Zion
Klatzko https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/85145991447

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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The Jews of Ethiopia:

Past, Present & Future
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 8:00PM
Celebrate Sigd-Ethiopian Jewry’s
Commemoration of the Brit with Hashem and the
Torah with a special multi-media presentation

Join Rabbi Shimshon Nadel as he
explores one of the most dramatic, heroic,
and tragic stories in modern history, featuring
pictures, video, and music from his visits to
Ethiopia.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89734143841
22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM
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Communication,
Coping & Corona
Tuesday, Nov 17, 8:30pm

A workshop for Couples with

Rabbi Joel and Ruthie Portnoy,
Certified Imago Couples Therapists

Gain Practical Skills for Navigating the Pressures
of these Challenging Times
Register at: www.ouisrael.org/events/coupleworkshop
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85426579334

FREE
OF CHARGE

OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG l 02-5609110

SAVE THE DATE
VIRTUAL KISLEV WOMEN’S LEARNING SEMINAR
Tuesday, November 17, Kislev 1, 9:00AM - 1:00PM
Women Reaching Higher

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h

מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל
Free of charge
For detailed schedule of speakers
www.ouisrael.org/kislev2020
Join us at https://zoom.us/j/89857695828
OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

l 02-5609110
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

O

ur Sedra this week, Parshat Lech
Lecha, of course opens with Hashem’s instruction to Avram to leave
behind his ancestral homeland and depart for the Land of Israel. It is in this
Land that he will become a great nation,
be blessed and his name will become great.
Rashi explains that in addition to Avram’s
name becoming greatly recognized for
his accomplishments, that there is more
being alluded to in the words- V’Agadla
Shemecha- and your name will be great.

 שעד, הריני מוסיף אות על שמך,זהו ואגדלה שמך
 ואברהם עולה,עכשיו שמך אברם מכאן ואילך אברהם
רמ”ח כנגד איבריו של אדם
And this is the meaning of and I will make
your name great. I will add a letter to your
name, for until now, your name was Avram.
From now on your name will be Avraham,
and Avraham equals 248, corresponding to
the parts of the human body.
According to Rashi, when Hashem
promises Avram that his name will
become great, it is an allusion to the
fact that Hashem will add an additional
letter to Avram’s name and he will be
known from then on as Avraham, and
that the numerical value of his new
name corresponds the parts of the
human body. How are to understand this
interpretation offered by Rashi? What is
the significance of Avraham’s new “great
38
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name” corresponding to the parts of the
human body?
In a fascinating teaching, the Avodat
Elazar, the Kozshnitzer Rebbe zy’a,
explains that when we first are
introduced to Avram, his name connotes
that he is the Av Ram- he is the “father”
if you will, of teaching the world about
Romemut Hashem - that there is one G-d
who exists above and beyond this world.
However, as he enters into Eretz Yisrael,
his understanding of our
relationship to Hashem evolves to
become more complete as reflected in
the promise V’Agadla Shemecha your
name will become great. His new name
Avraham which corresponds to all the
various parts which come together to
form a complete human being, represents
the transformation to a more complete
spiritual clarity, no longer teaching the
world solely about Romemut Hashembut also teaching the world about Gadlut
Hashem- the greatness of God.
The Rebbe explains further that the term
Gadlut - greatness can only be measured

when an item is placed near something
that is smaller or less than the item
that is gadol. So too, Avraham’s new
name represents a spiritual evolution
in Avraham’s own understanding of
his relationship with Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, which he begins to share with the
entire world. The name Avram marks
the beginning of his spiritual journey,
teaching others about the one G-d who
exists beyond our world, however the
more
sophisticated
understanding,
represented by his new name Avraham,
represents a transition where he
begins to teach the world that Hashem
is paradoxically also gadol - Hashem
is great and imminently present in our
lives, even as His presence remains
beyond our physical capacity to see or
grasp.
Yehi Ratzon, may each of us merit to heed
this powerful teaching from the Rebbe
of Kozshnitz, and work to embrace the
paradox that represents a more complete, heightened spiritual awareness;
even though Hashem may be physically
beyond us here in this world, His great
presence is indeed imminent and here
with us, in each and every moment.

- Mazal Tov Are you lOOking
to make your baby’s
brit a positive
experience?
Contact Rabbi Joel Portnoy
Experienced, English speaking,
UK - certified mohel now available in Jerusalem area.
Parent hadracha and baby aftercare always a priority.

058 467 5795 or email rabbiportnoy@icloud.com
Member of the The Initiation Society for Mohalim

Announcing a Brand-New Destiny Foundation
WINTER LECTURE SERIES
by

RABBI BEREL WEIN
EASTERN EUROPE & ITS
PERSONALITIES, THROUGH
THE EYES AND PERSONAL
EXPERIENCES OF
RABBI BEREL WEIN
SATURDAY NIGHTS AT 8:00 PM

Through Zoom, but ONLY by prior registration and payment!

October 31 - My Grandfather (Who Learned in) Volozhin
November 7 – My Father, a Student in Grodno under
Rabbi S. Shkop

25 NIS per household per lecture, or 200 NIS for the
entire Lecture Series. The lecture will be rebroadcast
each Sunday (6 PM) for the same entrance fee, or the
entire series can be purchased from January.
You must pay in advance to be let into the lecture. If you wait until
Saturday night of the lecture, you may or may not get in. To pay, you
must contact Nachum.

email: nachum@jewishdestiny.com
or call 0544-54-36-18
בס“ד

Trusted US/Israeli tax services for over 30 years

• U.S. Income Tax Returns
• Israeli Tax Returns
• Foreign Bank Reports (FBAR)
• IRS Audit Representation
• IRS Streamlined Program
• Corporate Tax Planning
• Estate and Trust Tax Planning
• $1400 U.S. Child Credit
• Investment Planning
• Bookkeeping Services
• Other Accounting Services
It’s never too late to ﬁle prior years’ tax returns!

02-999-2104 | 09-746-0623 | 03-527-3254
052-274-9999
Email: alan@ardcpa.com
www.ardcpa.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Summary:
Halachot of
Immersing
Utensils

T

he following is a summary of the
main halachot relating to tevilat
keilim as discussed in the series of
previous articles.
•

•

•

40

Immersion is required for metal
utensils. The Torah lists six types of
metals: gold, silver, copper, iron, tin
and lead. Alloys of these metal are also
included in this list such as bronze or
brass. Wood, ceramic, and plastic are
exempt from immersion. Our Sages
instituted that glass utensils must be
immersed as well.
Only utensils that are designated
for food require immersion such as
plates, pots, pans, and cutlery. Utensils
involved in food preparation such as
chicken shears and metal bbq grates
require immersion as well.
Two factors determine what needs to
be immersed for a utensil made of a
combination of materials. 1. If the
material that comes in direct contact
TORAH TIDBITS / LECH LECHA 5781

with the food is metal than immersion
is required. 2. If metal is an essential
component in the material even if it is
not touching the food than immersion
is required.
•

Only an adult should immerse
utensils. A child may not immerse
utensils unless an adult is supervising.

•

Before immersing utensils one
should confirm the kashrut of
the mikveh being used. One may
immerse in a women’s mikvah. It
is not recommended to immerse in
lakes, ponds or the ocean without
competent halachic guidance.

•

Stickers, labels and tags should
be removed from utensils prior to
immersion. Residue from stickers
must also be removed. If following
much effort the residue does not
come off, the utensil may still be
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

immersed. If stickers were accidently
left on during immersion, it should be
repeated with a bracha.
•

•

•

All parts of the utensil must be immersed, this includes handles and
lids.
The utensil must be fully submerged
at once. Water must enter all areas of
the utensil. A utensil with a receptacle
must be completely filled during
immersion without the formation
of air pockets. Two options exist in
order to guarantee that no barrier
comes between the utensil and the
water. One’s hand should first be
immersed in the mikvah and then
grasp the utensil while under water.
Alternatively, one may grasp the
utensil loosely while immersing in the
mikvah. There is no need to transfer
utensils from hand to hand under
water.

between the recitation of the bracha
and the actual immersion. When
immersing two or more utensils there
should be no interruption between
immersions.
For additional guidance in immersing
utensils, contact our hotline or Whatsapp.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

When immersing one utensil the
bracha is:
ׁשנ ּו
ָ ֲשר ִק ְּד
ׁ
ֶ "ברו ְּך ַא ָּתה ה' ֱאלֹקינ ּו ֶמ ֶל ְך ָהעו ָֹלם א
ָּ
"ילת ֶּכ ִלי
ַ ְּב ִמ ְצו ָֹתיו ו ְִצָוּנ ּו ַעל ְט ִב
When immersing two or more
utensils the bracha is:
ׁשנ ּו
ָ ֲשר ִק ְּד
ׁ
ֶ "ברו ְּך ַא ָּתה ה' ֱאלֹקינ ּו ֶמ ֶל ְך ָהעו ָֹלם א
ָּ
"ילת ֵּכ ִלים
ַ ְּב ִמ ְצו ָֹתיו ו ְִצָוּנ ּו ַעל ְט ִב

•

There should be no interruption
OU ISRAEL CENTER

41

RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

Attracted to
Kedusha

A child will require a special zechut, a
merit, that only presents when one is
situated in the Land. Only there does one
receive this benefit.”

T

Evidence of this notion is found in the
Talmud where it explicitly states that it
was the special merit of the holy Land
that benefited Avraham (Rosh Hashanah
16b). The special merit of being in the
land affords Avarahm the opportunity to
become the father of a great nation.

wo simple words have resonated in
the minds and hearts of our people
for thousands of years: Lech Lecha.

The famed Chassidic Master, the Rebbe
of Kotzk, once taught, “Not only did
Avraham hear this call from heaven, but
in every generation we are summoned
to hear these words and allow them to
pierce our hearts.”
What do these two words mean? What
deeper message is contained within
them?
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveichik zt”l (19031993) suggested three penetrating
interpretations to explain its meaning
(Abraham’s Journey pp. 49-50):
1. Transformed In the Land
Rashi spotlights the significance of the
second term in the phrase lech (go) lecha
(for you). The verse could have simply
have stated “lech”, “Go to the land that I
will show you.” What does it mean ‘go for
you?” Rashi answers that “you [Avraham]
will only have the privilege of bearing a
child in the land of Canaan. If you remain
in Ur Chasdim this gift will never be yours.
42
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We are compelled to ask why was it
necessary to be in the Land to receive
the blessing? In response to this query
The Rav quotes Yehudah Halevi, in
his Kuzari, who explained that the
uniqueness of the Land of Israel is that it
is the ideal Land for the meeting between
God and man (Sefer Kuzari, 2:9-14, 22
24). The Kuzari attributes metaphysical
qualities to the Land and endows it with
a spiritual climate: “The air of your land
is the breath of life for our souls (hayyei
neshamot avir artzech, Yehuda Halevi,
Tzion ha-lo tish’ali, Tisha Be’Av kinot). The
Ramban, in his commentary to Vayikra
18:25, followed in Halevi’s footsteps, as
did the mystics. For them, the attribute of
kedusha, holiness, ascribed to the Land of
Israel is an objective metaphysical quality
inherent in the Land (The Emergence of
Ethical Man, pp.149-150).

The Rav once told the following story
calling attention to the metaphysical
quality contained in the Land. He shared
the following in his eulogy for Rabbi Zev
Gold, who was a leading figure in the
Religious Zionist movement and one of
the signatores of the Israeli Declaration of
Independence.

Apparently, suggested the Rav,
the term “Hebrew” embraces
more than a geographical
designation. It represents one
who stands in a distinctive
and a particular place
“I will never forget the evening in 5695
[1935] when I visited Rabbi [Zev] Gold in
Ramat Gan in Eretz Yisrael. He took me
out to the orange groves near his house.
It was a beautiful night, the sky was a
perfect blue and there were endless stars.
The bright moon of Eretz Yisrael shone
all over the enchanted beauty, from afar
we could see the lights of the all-Jewish
city of Tel Aviv glistening in the dark. The
lights were telling us the thrilling and
intoxicating news of the rebuilding of the
Holy Land. Overwhelmed with emotion,
Rabbi Gold gazed toward the horizon and
then turned to me and said: “Whoever
does not feel the presence of God in Eretz
Yisrael on this beautiful night while
looking at the magnificent moon and
at these beckoning stars, breathing the
clear and pure air filled with fragrance of
blossoming growth, and above all when

For information on magnificent stand alone homes in
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863

Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka)
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.
Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces.
160 sqm brand new. Fantastic deal. 4,550,000 NIS!!!

Old Katamon
New apartment in a new building. Ready in less
than 6 months. Excellent location, close to Emek
Refaiim & Shteibalach. 109 sqm of living space, 3
bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms. 8 sqm terrace from
the living room (all sukkah). Shabbat elevator. 2
registered parking spots & storage. 3,700,000 NIS.
Fantastic garden apt in Old Katamon. High ceilings,
authentic Jerusalem stone building, registered
garden, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 4,600,000 NIS.
Finished Tama 38 project, 144 sqm, two Shabbat
elevators, partial sukkah terrace parking and
storage. Was 5,000,000 NIS now 4,600,000 NIS.
115 sqm, new apartment, with 50 sqm registered
garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS.

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7
doorman. 145 sqm on one floor , facing garden, 3
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.
Beautiful apt in Talbiya, 107 sqm. Fully renovated
with high end finishings- underfloor heating/central
air, elevator, terrace, shared parking. Close to the
Old City, Mamilla, First Station. Was 4,400,000 NIS
now 4,000,000 NIS.

German Colony
100 sqm apt in a new project ready in 2 years. 50
sqm registered garden, parking. 4,500,000 NIS.
160 sqm on one floor, 2nd floor in small luxury
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat
elevator, views, lots of light. 8,500,000 NIS.
054-723-3863
Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Tel: 054-723-3863 · etamorrisrealty.co.il
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looking at the the glistening lights of the
city that was built entirely by Jews, is
simply blind.”
Rabbi Gold continued, “Rav Yehudah
Halevi [1075-1141] was right when he said
that prophecy flows unhindered in Eretz
Yisrael and we need only a proper vessel
to receive its message” [Kuzari 2:8-11].
As we stood there, Rabbi Gold picked
up a small pebble and kissed it, to fulfill
Rav Abba’s dictum in the Talmud that
he would kiss the rocks of Akko [Ketuvot
112a]. That night, I thought to myself
how insignificant I was compared to this
special Jew who was able to experience
the glory of God through the grandeur of
the landscape of the Land of Israel” (The
Rav, Vol. 2, Rakeffet, p. 118).
In sum, the Rav also expressed this exalted
idea in these terms:
“Our relationship to Eretz Yisrael is that of
segulah. Whenever segulah comes to the
forefront, to the foreground, ratiocination
resigns. You cannot rationalize events
which revolve around segulah. There
is an element of diminuendos, of the

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon

In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm,
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan,
asking $2,550,000
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frightening strange, and of the hidden
ineffable in the segulah’s charisma”
(Related by the Rav in a lecture at the RCA
Annual Convention,1975. ‘The Rav’ Vol. 2,
Rakeffet, p.105).
2. The Ultimate Destination
The additional term Lecha (for you) in
the phrase Lech Lecha, suggested the Rav,
alludes to an act that will not be repeated
but is final and complete. If God would
have only said lech, it may have been
understood to mean that Avraham was
to journey to that place but could then
choose to journey to another location.
The Rav quotes from the Song of Songs
where the Shulamite continues to use
different excuses not to join her beloved.
The lover then knocks on the door and
says: “Rise up, kumi lach…(2:10).” Lach in
this context emphasizes the finality of the
action.
Similarly the term lecha, in the context of
Avraham’s journey to the Land suggests
that it is final. There is great importance
and significance to this act in the sense
that one is not entitled to retreat from it or
compromise. This same notion appears in
the classic commentary of B’chor Shor; the
emphasis of the command being: ‘Abandon
your land entirely; do not entertain the
notion of ever returning to it!’
3. To Be An Ivri
The word Lecha, ‘for you’, connotes going
alone; for you in the singular tense. The
act of leaving meant that Avraham would
be required to make a break with his past
and start anew. He would leave family

and friends, his familiar surroundings.
This idea is clearly spelled out in the
words that follow the directive lech lecha:
Go forth from your Land, and from your
birthplace, and from your father’s house.
In other words, detach yourself from all
your previous connections.
This notion is in consonance with the
well known designation we attribute to
Avraham; Avraham is called Avraham
Ha’ivri. We as Jews are known as ivrim.
What does the term ivri mean?
The Rav explained that the literal meaning
of the word is a reference to the fact that
Avraham came from the other side of the
river (Ivri and ever, side, have a common
root). His origin was Ur Kasdim. In other
words, he was an immigrant to Canaan.
But there must be greater importance
than the fact that he came from over the
river. Apparently, suggested the Rav, the
term “Hebrew” embraces more than a
geographical designation. It represents
one who stands in a distinctive and a
particular place. One who charts out a
distinctive lifestyle which often stands
in stark contrast to those who surround
him. The Jew will forever be called ivrim,
a people who pursue unique goals and
aspirations. (The Rav Speaks, 5743, pp.
115-116).
For many of us who are living in the Land
of Israel today, the words Lech Lecha,
have special relevance and meaning.
May each of us continue to be inspired
and uplifted knowing that our journey to
the Holy Land is the most sacred pursuit
- may it bring us only blessing and joy!

SHIUR SPONSORS
Wednesday, October 21 - Rabbi Manning’s
shiur was sponsored by Rosalind Wolfson in
loving memory of her sister Joyce Lewis,
Gila Simcha bat Moshe a”h,
on her 1st yahrzeit, 6th Cheshvan - on her
frequent visits to Yerushalayim she always
attended shiurim at the OU Israel Center
Wednesday, October 21 - Rabbi Manning’s
shiur was sponsored by Miriam Marcus in
memory of her grandparents,
Yehoshua Zvi ben Yitzchak z”l and
Miriam bat Shlomo a”h as well as her
half-brother,
Shmuel Asher Chaim ben Mordechai hy”d
murdered by the Nazis in Lublin, on 3
Cheshvan, 5702 (1941). Also in memory of
her beloved father,
Mordechai ben Yehoshua Zvi z”l
whose yartzheit was 11 Tishrei
Thursday, October 22 - Rabbi Shai
Finkelstein’s shiur was sponsored by
Debbie Hamlin in loving memory of her
Mother, Sara bas Avraham a”h Selma Rubenfeld Nathan,
Yahrzeit was 23 Tishrei and her brother
Avraham ben Wolf z”l Ernie Nathan, Yahrzeit was 1 Cheshvan
Tuesday, October 27 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur
was sponsored by Dr. Bruce Francis l’zechr
nishmas, his daughter, Nitzana Ahuva bat
Baruch Hirsh a”h., yahrzeit - 13 Cheshvan,
Chaim Tzvi ben Henya Faiga and HaRav
Eliezer Moshe z”l whose lives were cut short
in Seattle
continued on page 59
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DIVREI MENACHEM

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF

Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

Where the
Odyssey Begins

that of all the places where Hashem could
have appeared to Avraham, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu chooses Shechem, that bastion
of evil?

L

For at this juncture, Hashem appears
to Avraham to confirm that this is the
land that he will give to his seed. Surely,
Yerushalayim would have been a more
suitable place to make such an assertion.
Now the Oak of Mamre suddenly takes
on a special meaning when it is realized
that at that very place, the Canaanites
worshiped those trees!

ech Lecha is always an inspiring
Parsha, for after all, this is where the
odyssey begins:

ויצאו ללכת ארצה כנען ויבואו ארצה כנען

“They left to go to the land of Canaan – and
they came to the land of Canaan.”
Unlike so many who have good intentions,
Avraham actually takes leave of his
homeland with all his family, possessions,
and “souls that he acquired in Haran,” in
order to seek out “the land which I shall
show you.”
When reaching Eretz Yisrael – Eretz Canaan
– Avraham travels southwards and passes
“the site of Shechem until the Terebinth
of Moreh.”Surprisingly, the narrative
adds that (at that time) the Canaanite was
already in the land. It seems that from a
legal perspective the Canaanites still had
ownership of the territory but just the
awareness of that tenuous situation should
have been enough to deter Avraham.

A closer look at the text, however, clarifies
matters. The Torah narrative talks of the
“place of Shechem,” not of the city itself.
That is to say that, in consonance with
our commentators and findings reflected
in ancient Egyptian texts, it appears that
Shechem as a city did not actually exist
in Avraham’s time. Shechem would be
established later by Chamor who would
name the place after his son. Thus,
later, “Yaakov comes ‘intact’ at the city of
Shechem which is in the land of Canaan”
(Bereishit 33:18).

The Canaanites were idol worshipers;
they were the epitome of depravity. Why
would Avraham wish to settle among
them? And how could we understand

So what is the meaning of “the site of
Shechem”? Shechem, it seems, embodies
the entire spectrum of moral and ethical
potential.
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On the one hand, the city will be the
prototype of Canaanite corruption, idol
worship, and evil practices. Shechem is
where Yosef will find his brothers planning
his demise. Moreover, our sages recount
that so horrific was the degeneracy of
the place that at “the site of Shechem,”
Avraham prayed for the protection of his
descendants who would later fight there
for the honor of their sister Dina who was
ravished by Canaanite prince, Shechem.

close to the city. And here, under Joshua’s
tutelage, the people renewed the Covenant.

Shechem is where Yeruchavam was
anointed king in place of Shlomo, but in
his foolishness caused the division of the
kingdom. Thus is Shechem the subject of
one of David Hamelech’s laments as he
envisions the ruined Shechem returning
to the people (Tehillim 60):

Hashem chose this place specifically
because
Shechem
symbolizes
the
extremes to which humanity can reach.
No wonder that here the people had to
choose between the blessing and the
curse – Because in Shechem one could
reach to the lowest depths or the highest
realms.

“God spoke in His holiness that ‘I would
exult;
That I would divide Shechem.’
… Who will bring me into the fortified city?
… Has Thou, O God, cast us off?
…Give us help against the adversary
For vain is the help of man.”

On the other hand, Shechem was the
place where was situated the Terebinth
of Moreh, where Moreh signifies teaching
and the Torah. Here Avraham prophesies
that Bnei Yisrael will accept the Covenant
with Hashem at mounts Eval and Gerizim.
Here Yaakov made the second purchase
of land in Eretz Yisrael and established
Hashem as the “God of Israel.”
Shechem was both a city of refuge and a
Levite city. Traditionally, Yosef was buried

Notably, at the end of that ceremony,
Joshua takes a large stone and sets it up
“under the oak near the holy place of the
Lord” (Yehoshua 24:26). It is as if Joshua
is telling us that eventually good will
vanquish evil: The malevolence that is
Canaan will eventually be buried.

Shechem, ironically, can be both a “city
of refuge” and a Levite city: Like life, it is
what we make of it.
Shabbat Shalom!

CHESED FUND

The Chagim are over.
But it's never too late to help the needy,
especially in these trying days.
Make checks (Israeli only) payable to
"The Chesed Fund"
and send to

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND

att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or contact us at 050-570-1067
to make a bank transfer.
Thanks to all who have helped during
the Corona
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

When to
Say Yehiyu
L’ratzon
Question: Does Yehiyu L’ratzon (=YL)
come before or after Elokai Netzor (=EN)
and/or personal requests at the end of
Shemoneh Esrei (=SE)?
Answer: The gemara (Berachot 4b) cites
R. Yochanan as instructing to recite the
pasuk “Hashem sefatai tiftach ...” (=HST)
(Tehillim 51:17) in the beginning of SE
and “Yehiyu l’ratzon …” (ibid. 19:15) at its
end. The former asks for divine assistance
in davening effectively, and the latter
requests that Hashem receive the tefilla
favorably. While this was apparently
instituted well after Shemoneh Esrei
was composed (see Igrot Moshe, Orach
Chayim V:24), it, to at least some degree,
has become incorporated with SE. The
gemara (ibid.) asks why HST does not
create a break between “Ga’al Yisrael”
and SE and answers that SE with the pasuk
has become “similar to a long tefilla.”
To the extent that YL and HST are
equivalent bookends, we would expect
YL to come right after SE, like HST comes
right before SE (note that one may not
48
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say “Ki shem Hashem ekra …” after YLMishna Berura 111:1). Indeed, some
Rishonim (see Beit Yosef, OC 122 in the
name of Rabbeinu Yona and the Ra’avad)
say that YL should be said right after SE,
before any other tachanunim (special
requests) are said, and this is how the
Shulchan Aruch (OC 122:2) rules.
However, this approach is not clear cut for
a few reasons. For one, adding tachanunim
to SE is important and connected enough
to SE to be permitted even in the midst of
SE (Shulchan Aruch, OC 119:1). Actually,
Rabbeinu Yona (above) says this is a
reason that it is only recommended and
not crucial for YL to be before tachanunim,
as we see the requests are not totally like
moving on from SE and therefore not a
serious break before YL.
Also, the presumed fact that YL is a step
in finishing SE may weaken subsequent
requests. Additionally, if YL is first, then
when do we ask Hashem to accept the
tachanunim favorably? The Shulchan
Aruch (OC 122:2) answers the latter claim
– one may say YL a second time after the
tachanunim.
An instructive source is the gemara
(Berachot 29b) regarding one who left out
Ya’aleh V’yavo. If he is still in the midst of
SE, he goes back to R’tzei; if he finished SE,
he must go back to the beginning of SE.

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

The gemara says that someone who has
finished SE proper but usually recites
tachanunim afterward is not considered
finished until after the tachanunim.
Rabbeinu Yona (ibid.) asks why the
gemara doesn’t use YL as the marker
of the end of SE and concludes that it is
because YL is recited before tachanunim.
However, this gemara also can teach
us the extent to which tachanunim,
when recited, are an integral part of
SE. This motivated the Gra (cited by
many Acharonim, including Ishei Yisrael
23:208) to conclude that one should not
recite YL before tachanunim.
We should point out that tachanunim
include two different things in our
experience. Although we generally view
EN as a set part of the end of SE, this
is a misnomer. The gemara (Berachot
16b-17a) cites personal prayers that
various Amoraim used to say at the
end of their SE. EN happens to be one
of them (approximately). This may
explain why EN, as well as HST and YL
are in singular, as they are personal, as

opposed to SE proper which is in plural.
Practice has developed to choose EN
as standard (albeit not required – see
Mishna Berura 122:6) tachanunim. The
Aruch Hashulchan (OC 122:8) says that
while reciting the prayers of all of the
Amoraim would be wrong, separating
YL too far from SE, it is appropriate to
say one. Alternatively or additionally we
can all recite our own personal requests
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 119:1). There is not
a fundamental difference between the
two.
The Aruch Hashulchan also suggests
(ibid. 6) that a reason that EN was chosen
is that it actually concludes with YL. This
brings us to perhaps the most common
practice and recommended Acharonim
(see Mishna Berura 122:3) practice
(although not the only legitimate one – see
Darchei Moshe, OC 122:2). One recites YL
twice: 1) right after SE; 2) at the end of EN,
which anyway is the way the original EN
concluded.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or
Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

Defining
Gender

organs. The Torah defines reality by what
is observed externally and therefore this
child appears to be female, and should
be classed halachically as female.

L

Rabbi Ariel explains that sight is only one
of the senses that determines halachic
reality, and we take into account the
other senses as well. Therefore, if there
is something that cannot be seen but
can be felt, or smelt, heard or tasted, it
still has halachic significance. While this
child is seen to be female, we can still feel
and perceive the male organs and so the
child cannot be defined as female.

ast week we saw the complex
questions raised by the case of the
child who appears to be a girl but
is genetically a boy. Rabbi Yaakov Ariel,
the Chief Rabbi of Ramat Gan, discussed
how we define the child’s gender.
The closest halachic definition is the
androgynous, the hermaphrodite, who
is both female and male. The word
androgynous comes from the Greek
words andro, meaning male, and gyne,
meaning female. The Rambam writes
(Hilchot Ishut 2:24) “Whoever has male
and female reproductive organs is called
androgynous and it is a doubt whether
they are male or female, and they have
no clear sign whether they are male or
female.”
This is different from our case where
the child appears externally to be female
and does not have both male and female
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Another possibility is the halachic
category tumtum, derived from the word
atum, sealed, where the reproductive
organs are concealed and the child’s
gender is unclear. This is not a distinct
gender, like the androgynous, but a
medical condition that the gender is
difficult to determine. The tumtum is
either male or female but we cannot
currently decide which.
Our case is different, and the question is
whether we determine gender by how the
child appears externally, or by the genetic
makeup and internal organs. Rabbi Ariel
decided that, based on this, the child
must be considered an androgynous but
it is permitted to operate and make it
male. After the operation the child will

both look male and have male genes and
internal organs. We can then regard it as
a boy. When it becomes a male, he will
be considered halachically as completely
male in the eyes of the halacha with
regard to all halachic considerations.
If this is the case, if someone was born
a woman, are they permitted to be
operated on and become a male? Will
they then be considered male in the
halacha?
More on this next week.
The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem
and helps couples from all over the world
who are experiencing fertility problems.
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org

OU ISRAEL CENTER

51

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
TEFILLA BY
Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Davening Tips

T

aking a break from our usual routine, I wanted to focus in on something I read as I was researching Pesukei dZimra. The Sefer Chasidim writes
as follows -

חקור לך אחר ניגונים וכשתתפלל אמור אותן באותו ניגון
וימשוך לבך אחר מוצא פיך...שמתוק ונעים בעיניך
Find for yourself tunes (niggunim) and when
you daven, say the words with whichever
niggun is sweet and pleasant in your eyes,
so that your heart will be pulled after the
words of your mouth.
I wanted to focus in on this idea because
I think it’s so relevant to today’s times
specifically. During the corona crisis, many
of us have found our davening routine
disrupted. Those who usually daven with
a minyan, find themselves often davening
alone at home. Mothers, who were already
davening at home, now find themselves
surrounded by the cacophony and
distraction of all their children at home.
Others find themselves with more time on
their hands so that they have the ability to
daven without the usual morning routine
rush.
These changes implore us to take a deeper
look at our davening. How can we use
52
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these circumstances to give our davening
a boost? It’s time to take a fresh look at
our davening, not only by analyzing the
deeper meaning of the words, but also in
adopting new practices of how we daven.
How can we take the beautiful words of
the davening (Pesukei dZimra and beyond)
and really feel them and internalize them?
Perhaps the approach of the Sefer Chasidim
is the key. Let’s try choosing a few words
here and there within the Tefilla and attach
a niggun to them. This could help pull us
out of our daydreaming and bring us back
to our Tefilla. It will help anchor us and will
enable us to feel the Tefilla in our hearts,
to internalize it, and to truly connect to the
words we are saying. This is because words
are good but they are finite. Music is what
goes beyond the boundaries of words. The
Avoda in the Beit Hamikdash was always
accompanied by the singing of the Leviim,
as this was the ultimate expression of our
Avodat Hashem.
I know those words might sound foreign to
some of us. Who sings when they daven?
That’s not for me!! Many of us have grown
up in an intellectual society that doesn’t
give room for our neshamot to breathe.
Now is the chance to get rid of some of our
inhibitions – we are at home, by ourselves,
with lots of time on our hands. Why not
give it a try? Additionally, because we

might be lacking that minyan that gives us
structure and inspiration and because we
might be distracted by the noise around
us at home or at our street minyan, this
gives us a way to re-focus and re-inspire
ourselves in a different way.

We need to view our Tefilla
not as a chore to complete...
but rather as the highlight of
our morning
Personally, I remember my first truly
inspiring davening experience. I was 18
years old and I was studying in Israel for the
year. Rosh Hashana arrived and a minyan
was imported so that the whole seminary
could daven together. My Rosh Hashana
experience until then usually consisted of
me counting down the pages until the end
of davening. I davened, but it wasn’t very
inspirational, and I certainly did not sing!!
Who sings in shul? Suddenly, as I was
davening at the minyan in my seminary, I
noticed that one of my best friends, who I
considered to be a pretty normal person,
was singing! At first I just thought it was

really strange. But after a while, I decided
to give it a try. And it changed my entire
davening experience!
Beyond this idea of singing, another helpful
davening tip is found in the Mishna Berura
51:20. He writes that a person should read
the words of Tefilla the way that one counts
coins. Read the words slowly - imagine
that you are giving a speech and you want
each word to come out clearly and with
emphasis. This too will help us to focus on
what are we saying and to make it all the
more meaningful. We need to view our
Tefilla not as a chore to complete before
moving on to breakfast and brushing teeth,
but rather as the highlight of our morning
and a unique opportunity to connect with
Hashem before jumping into the hecticness of the day.
These tips are easy to say, a lot harder to
implement. We are all so used to our rote
davening routines that it’s hard to break
out of years of habit. But let’s at least give
it a try. We might succeed one day and fail
the next, and that’s okay, it’s all part of our
life-long Avoda. As long as we’re trying,
we’re pushing in the right direction,
and Hashem will help us get there
הבא לטהר מסעיין לו.

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Great Value in Rechavia - border of Shaarei

Chessed! Quiet Abarbanel street. 4 rooms, 90sqm,
2 floors up, great shape, 2 full bathrooms. Private
Land. 3.29m NIS

Bustan Baka - 3 rooms, 75sqm, 2 full bathrooms, 1
floor up with Shabbat Elevator, private parking and
storage room. Move in shape. 2.75m NIS
5, 3, and 2 rooms for rent in new upscale building
in Baka. 5 room with garden- 9,300. 3 room5900nis. 2 room- 4,200 NIS. Shabbat Elevators and
Private Parking.
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AMUDIM

CHANGE LIVES, BUILD FUTURES

Solly Mizrahi
Amudim Israel
Case Manager
Navigating Feelings of
Anger During Corona
“I’m sorry, Eli, but with all work being done
from home, we simply have no need for an
office manager,” Eli’s boss said empathetically. “Once we return to the office, you’ll
have your job back. But until then I just can’t
pay you.” Eli was nervous, but assumed the
situation would improve sooner than later.
With schools closed and nowhere to go, he
hoped to enhance his relationship with his
children while at home.
Things did not go according to plan. Rachel
was swamped with her therapy practice
and couldn’t keep up with the housework.
However inconvenient to Eli, he knew that
her practice was their family’s financial
security. Still, Eli had become extremely irritable, nervous, and angry. He was often
shouting at the children, demanding that
they clear their dishes, clean their rooms, or
simply go to sleep on time. Without school
there was no need for a normal sleep schedule. Each child had his/her own routine and
nobody seemed to be maintaining “normalcy.” He began berating his children and
constantly referring to them as “lazy kids.”
What happened to the tenacious children
he remembered? He thought that by enforc54
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ing order, he would reinstate that sense of
responsibility. In reality, the relationship
with his family only deteriorated. He was
angry with his wife, his children, and most
of all, with himself.
Anger is a perceived coping mechanism
to deal with environmental pressures and
stresses. People may perceive some threat
from their environment, regardless of its
timidity, and believe that they can control
their environment before it controls them.
Their behaviors can align with their anger,
e.g. yelling, breaking objects, even detaching emotionally, as a form of asserting their
authority over others. The problem is that
by becoming angry, the person only further loses control and causes those around
him/her to distance themselves even more.
The Rambam explains that Moshe
Rabeinu’s sin when hitting the rock was
that he referred to the Jewish nation as
morim (rebels) in an angry manner. The
Jewish nation was thirsty, and although
they asked for water in a disrespectful
way, Moshe’s anger only distanced them
even more. They assumed that if Moshe
was angry at them, then Hashem must be
angry with them as well--but in fact He
wasn’t! Had Moshe replaced the word rebels with downtrodden or distressed, he may
have perceived their behavior and request
in a different light. Changing a perception

of an incident can significantly alter our
reaction.
As
described
by
the
American
Psychological Association, this technique
of changing one’s perception is called cognitive restructuring. People who are angry
tend to think more with emotion than with
intellect. Understandably, they may be facing other pressures which are out of their
control and therefore seek to gain control
wherever possible. They have a difficult
time emotionally detaching from a situation; and instead of focusing on the issue at
hand, they respond to their perception of
how it impacts their sense of self.
Under considerable stress from his suspended employment, with no way of
changing the situation, Eli chose to assert authority over his family as a coping
mechanism, which only further ignited
his anger. Cognitive reconstructing calls
for someone to refrain from ascribing descriptions to events, instead focusing on
the event in an absolute manner. Instead
of getting frustrated by his children’s “laziness” (a description of the event), Eli
should realize that the children are also
coping with a strange, new reality. When
an incident incites feelings of anger, one
should try and determine the true source
of that emotion.
In the moment, it may not be easy to shift
from anger mode into cognitive restructuring mode. These are a few simple tips
that anyone can utilize to curb their anger:
•

Take a few deep, slow, belly-filling breaths. Studies show that such
breathing techniques can increase re-

laxation and reduce symptoms of anger and anxiety.
•

Take a step back. Most situations
don’t require immediate intervention.
Consider your reaction (“Why am I
frustrated?”, “How is this feeling affecting my perspective?”, etc.). Gather
your thoughts and prepare a response.  

•

Take a five-minute break during times
that are often stressful (e.g. bedtime).
The world won’t end if the kids get
tucked in a few minutes later than
planned, and that short, precious
break can help one mentally prepare
to better handle the stress.

•

Ask for help. Everyone faces challenges. Know when to ask for help, whether from a spouse, a close friend, or
perhaps a mental health professional.

•

The impact of coronavirus on daily
life and families spending more time
together has increased the emotional
burden for many people. Anger is a
common challenge, but with appropriate self-care and self-awareness,
one can control his/her anger rather
than the other way around.

Amudim Israel provides free and confidential clinical case management to
Anglo individuals and families dealing
with trauma, addictions, and mental
health issues. In addition to providing direct support, Amudim’s mission includes
providing education and awareness
about these topics within our communities. For more information please contact
office@amudim.org.il or 02-374-0175.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Avraham’s
Unfulfilled
Dream

T

he Rambam in Hilchos Avodah
Zarah(1:3) describes Avraham as
being a very restless young boy.
He would lie in bed at night watching
the starry heavens and ask himself “
Who is behind this beautiful universe?
Could it have come into existence by
itself or is there Someone else who is
behind the cosmos? “Avraham was
constantly restless- always searching.
That was how he finally found God. Once
he realized there was only one God he
went wandering around the world from
place to place. He would try to assemble
as many people as he could around him
and teach them his new unique ideas
and morality till tens of thousands of
people joined him. Avraham wanted to
share the truth that he had discovered
all by himself, with his empirical method
of analysis, with the whole world. He
wanted to save the whole world. For this
purpose he planted a tree…and there
he called in the name of God “va’yita
eishel…Vikra sham bshem Hashem”
(21:33) where he would invite everybody
56

TORAH TIDBITS / LECH LECHA 5781

– Egyptian, Arab, Bedouin into his tent,
feed them, and then teach them about
God and the importance of thanking God
for everything.
In the book “The Rav. Thinking aloud
on the Parsha. Transcripts of shiurim
from Rabbi Joseph B Soloveitchik”,
Rabbi David Holzer brings an interesting
interpretation from Rav Soloveitchik
about Avraham. One could ask why does
the verse tell us that Avraham, who had
entered Israel from the North continued
to travel south – “haloch v’nasoa
ha’negbah”(12:9). He says it was because
he wanted to get to Egypt in order to
spread his message about God to yet
another group of people, the Egyptians.
Then Rav Soloveitchik asked another
interesting question. How did God
respond to Avraham’s deeds? Did He
approve or disapprove of Avraham’s
goals? The Rav says that God gives
Avraham a different task. He doesn’t tell
him to travel around the world spreading
God’s name and proselytizing. All God
asks of him is to raise a family. “Sara
isht’cha yoledet l’cha bein” (17:19) God
doesn’t need Avraham to spread His
name to thousands of people. This will
come in a later generation. What God
requests of Avraham is just to raise a
family. It could be a very small unit with
just one son, Yitchak. Whatever Avraham

had wanted to teach to Nimrod, the Kings
of S’dom and Amorah and many others
around the world, God wanted him to
teach to his son. God wants Avraham to
concentrate on teaching the small family
unit rather than on traveling all over
the world trying to influence all those
around.
This seems to be one of the lessons of
Corona as well. With all the lock downs,
quarantines and closed schools, parents
have spent much time together with their
children. With talk of schools not opening
until January - parents must think of
creative ways to instill in their children
knowledge of God and all his kindnesses.
Instead of complaining about this time –
we all should appreciate it and use it to
teach our children (and grandchildren)
about God. Now, more than any time
God’s message to Avraham to focus on his
nuclear family is so important. Sharing
these lessons with our children, will
actually be what will help them survive
during these difficult times.

RECIPE
Avraham traveled a lot during his life.
This weeks recipe is for energy cookies
that he might have taken along with him
during his travels. It doesn’t have eggs,
oil or sugar but besides for the chocolate
chips all the ingredients are things that
Avraham might actually have eaten.
Although I myself don’t like silan ( date
honey) as much as honey as a spread on
bread, it adds so much to these easy tahini

cookies which are the new hit in our
house. Silan is the “honey” that is said to
spring forth from the land of Israel “Eretz
Zavat Chalav Udevash”. Very appropriate
to be included in a recipe to be served for
Lech Lecha where Avraham is told to go to
the land of Israel. I hope you enjoy these
cookies as much as we do.

TACHINA & SILAN
COOKIES
1 cup oats
Pinch salt
1/3 cup walnuts or almonds, chopped
1/3 cup chocolate chips
1/3 cup tahini
1/3 cup silan ( date honey)
1 tsp – cinnamon
Bake at 180 C
Preheat oven to 180. Combine oats, salt,
nuts, and chocolate chips. In a separate
bowl whisk together the tachina, silan,
and cinnamon. Add the liquid ingredients
to the dry ingredients and stir well. Put in
fridge for a bit. Wet hands and scoop out
a heaping spoonful of batter, and place
on cookie sheet. Continue till you finish
all the batter. The cookie might not hold
together well, but that doesn’t matter
because it will be fine once it bakes. Bake
for 10 minutes. Remove and cool.
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES
Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

YESHIVAT REISHIT, BEIT SHEMESH
For over a quarter of a century, Yeshivat Reishit, located in the
heart of modern Beit Shemesh, has been inspiring serious talmidei
chutz laaretz to profound idealism and personal growth with
wide-ranging, exciting Torah study.

Rabbi Aharon Marcus
Rosh Yeshiva, Yeshivat Reishit
Yerushalayim

demonstrates their centrality to the
building the national consciousness of Klal
Yisrael.

Covenant, Community, And
Conscience

Transience, Slavery, and Oppression

After Avraham has shed the vestiges of
idolatry, separated from Lot, and routed
four mighty kings, the Torah recounts
that Hashem that ushers him into a
history-altering covenant. It introduces
the formation of what Rav Yoseph Dov
Soloveitchik
called
the
covenantal
community, and includes promises
of inheritors and of a homeland, but
also of suffering and
deliverance.
The fact that these final
elements, which are
the original source for
the Egyptian exile and
Exodus, are included
in this crucial brit,
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Rav Matisyahu Solomon identifies the
elements of gerut, transience, avdut,
slavery, and inuy, oppression, explicit
in Hashem’s promise, as containing the
spiritual components indispensable for
becoming avdei Hashem.
Gerut, the uncomfortable experience of
strangers, who lack connection to both
the people and culture of their current
residence, is crucial
for the service of
Hashem. As much
as engagement with
community is vital to
Jewish living, to develop a full relationship
with Hashem necessitates some mea-

sure of detachment from entrenchment
in the finitude of this world. Closeness to
Hashem entails devotion to His mitzvoth
even when they may not be in style. It includes our taking a break from worldly involvements every seven days to recharge
our spiritual batteries as well as pausing in
the middle of a workday simply to speak
to Hashem.
Further, a Jew needs to perceive himself
as a foreigner amidst the lower, physically concentrated reaches of olam hazeh.
Idealism rather than hedonism is the calling of a Jew, even if it’s the exception in
society rather than the rule. The gerut in
Egypt was to instill in Avraham’s descendants the feeling of being exceptional in
this world. From yetziat Mitzrayim and on,
being part of Am Yisrael means realizing
that our true roots aren’t in this world, but
in Olam Haba.

SHIUR SPONSORS
Wednesday, October 28 - Rabbi Shimshon
Nadel’s class is sponsored in appreciation to
Rebbetzin Zemira Ozarowski and Chana Spivack
for their efforts in continuing and monitoring
classes and programs over zoom during this
difficult time by
Dov and Elayne Greenstone
Wednesdays, October 28 and November 4Rabbi Manning’s shiurim are sponsored L’ilui
Nishmat our parents
שלמה בן אהרון ז”ל
אסתר בת אהרון ע”ה
אשר בן אביגדור ז”ל
אסתר בת משלום שמואל ע”ה
Dr and Mrs Benjamin Sprecher
Thursday, October 29 - Rabbi Ari Kahn’s shiur is
sponsored by Joyce Boim
in memory of her Mother
מרים בת ר’ שמחה משה הלוי ע”ה
יב’ חשון

Slavery, too, prepared us for the service
of God. An eved Hashem must be
intimately familiar with the experience
of servitude, with total dependence, and
with all-encompassing responsibility. Rav
Avraham Yitzchak Kook adds that only
one who has accustomed himself to selfnullification can truly accept the yoke of
the kingdom of Heaven.

Sunday, November 1- Rabbi Adler’s shiur today
is sponsored L’ilui Nishmat our parents
שלמה בן אהרון ז”ל
אסתר בת אהרון ע”ה
אשר בן אביגדור ז”ל
אסתר בת משלום שמואל ע”ה
Dr and Mrs Benjamin Sprecher

Finally, while oppression, or suffering, is
not something ordinarily associated with
being a good Jew, in a conversation with
a potential convert we must ask, “Why do
you wish to convert? Are you not aware of
how harassed, persecuted and tormented
we are?” The Ramban explains that our
bond with Hashem originates with His

Tuesday, November 3 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur
The dedication is in memory of our parents:
Tovah bat Nisan z”l (9 Tishrei),
Nachum Aharon ben Zvi z”l (18
Marcheshvan), Shmuel Yitzchak ben
Yicheskal z”l (25 Marcheshvan), and Rina bat
Yehoshua Benyamin a”h (2 Shevat).
David and Sarah Maslow
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love for us and only we, as a nation,
are uniquely capable of receiving and
accepting the full measure of His love.
And sometimes, as they say, love hurts.
Jews through the ages have had their
devotion put to the ultimate test again
and again and have heroically passed.
How have so many simple Jews chosen
the sword over the cross? From where did
their get their inner strength and heroism?
In Mitzrayim, Hashem infused us, His
beloved, with the extraordinary courage
and resilience needed to withstand the
intense jealousy of the nations for our
special relationship.
Justice and Vast Property
The two aspects of the redemption
mentioned to Avraham in this brit are also
vital instructions for Klal Yisrael’s service
of Hashem.
First, Avraham is told explicitly that the
tormentors of his descendants will be
brought to justice and punished for their
evil, which according to Rashi, refers to
the Ten Plagues. Hashem treats the Jews to
an unforgettable, awesome demonstration
of power, providence, and punishment.
Hashem’s message is unambiguous: “I’m
not hiding anything. There is ultimate
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justice in My world, and this is what you
should expect.”
“The beginning of all wisdom,” writes
Shlomo, “is awe of Hashem,” and the
most basic level of this awe is simple,
unsophisticated fear of Divine punishment.
Though this dread is nowhere near the
refined and lofty reverence of Hashem’s
majesty of a serious oveid Hashem, at the
same time, it is indispensable to any real
connection with the Ribbono shel Olam.
Second, Hashem promises Avraham
that his children will depart slavery
with fantastic wealth. Why? Two words:
kevod Shamayim. When a pathetic,
poverty-stricken individual accepts the
sovereignty of Hashem, it makes much less
of an impression than when a prominent,
successful person devotes himself to His
service. By granting Bnei Yisrael fabulous
riches, Hashem is telling them, in effect,
that their mission is to spread the glory
of Heaven in this world. Affluence, He
is teaching, is a wonderful, practical
instrument in the hands of true ovdei
Hashem.
May we learn the lessons and be worthy
heirs to our father Avraham’s epic
covenant.

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
RABBI MOSHE BLOOM
INSTITUTE BY
en.toraland.org.il

Do We Need To Separate
Terumot And Ma’aserot From
Seeds Before Planting Them?

T

he Tosefta states (Demai 1:13):
“We may not sow tevel (untithed
produce) or cover sowed tevel with
earth.”
Yet the Mishnah states (Terumah 9:6):
“Tevel crops are permissible if they grow
from a seed that disintegrates.” The
Mishnah implies that lechatchilah we
should not sow tevel, but bedi’avad the
crops are permitted (only for seeds that
disintegrate – we will expand on this point
in the coming weeks).
In Derech Emunah (Rambam, Ma’aser 6:6),
Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky (who has recently
contracted corona; may this devar Torah
be for his speedy recovery) offers two
possible explanations for the prohibition
to sow tevel: (1) It destroys the terumot and
ma’aserot contained in the tevel, and it is a
loss for the kohanim, leviim and poor people;
or (2) sowing such seeds is considered
deriving benefit from their consumption,
and such benefit is prohibited: when I sow
these seeds, I seem to be benefiting from
their decomposition (despite the fact that

they then sprout new plants with fruits
thereafter), and this is perhaps prohibited.
Two explanations appear among the
Rishonim for the expression: “tevel crops
are permissible.”
Rabbi Ovadia of Bartenura maintains that
this refers to snacking on crops before
gemar melacha (acts of final processing,
including bringing them indoors). It is
permissible to snack on crops before they
are tithed outside, where they grow. One
might think that since in this case I planted
tevel seeds, their ensuing crops might be
tevel too, and thus such snacking would
be prohibited. Here the Mishnah informs
us that it is permissible nevertheless to
snack on such produce. Even though the
seeds were tevel, once they produce fruit,
they assume the status of regular crops.
Next week we will look at the Rambam’s
explanation to this phrase. He is much
more stringent and seems to require
uprooting tevel seeds that were
planted.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Lia Manning
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Director
See Me For Who I Am
Whether our Avot and Imahot are capable
of error is a millennia old question that
many of our sages and even contemporary
rabbis grapple with. In Parashat Lech
Lecha, Sarah Imenu treats Hagar, her
maidservant which she gave to Avraham
as a wife, harshly; and Hagar subsequently
runs away. What exactly Sarah did and
the reason for Hagar’s strong reaction
are disputed by many of the Torah’s
commentators. The Ramban is not afraid
to say that Sarah was wrong. He even goes
so far as to say that Hagar’s son, Ishmael’s,
unruly behavior is a direct punishment
for Sarah and Avraham’s mistake here.
Rav Hirsch takes a slightly different
approach. In his opinion Sarah didn’t treat
Hagar any differently than she had done
before. Her mistake was that she failed to
see that Hagar’s status had changed. Sarah
kept treating her as a servant, and yet as
Avraham’s wife she had grown into a new
status of freedom. Hagar couldn’t bear to
be treated as less than what she had now
become and therefore felt compelled to
flee.
These two takes on Hagar’s story teach
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us an invaluable lesson. Often, we treat
the people around us as who they once
were, not as who they are. If we fail to
see someone in the here and now, and
rather just see them as a function of what
behavior they were worthy of in the past,
we will stunt their growth and cause
frustration and resentment.
When Hashem saves Ishmael in the next
Parasha, the text reads that He sees him
“BeAsher Hu Sham”, in his being there at
that moment. This is the epitome of the
lesson learned above. Hashem is teaching
us to judge a person as their present self
only, while letting go of all other notions
we have of their past behavior. As human
beings it’s often hard to let go of how we
see people, especially if we’ve been hurt
by them in the past. May we learn to give
people a second chance and see them as
their true selves in the present.

Talia Rapps
12th Grade, Efrat
Aliyah: A Leap Of Faith
־ל ָך֛ ֵֽמ ַא ְר ְצ ָ ֥ך ו ִּמ ּֽמו ַֹל ְד ְּת ָ ֖ך ו ִּמ ֵּב֣ית
ְ ל־א ְב ָר֔ם ֶל ְך
ַ ֹאמר ה' ֶא
ֶ ֤“ַו ּי
”:ֲש֥ר ַא ְר ֶֽא ָּך
ׁ
ֶ ל־ה ָא ֶ֖רץ א
ָ ֑יך ֶא
ָ ָא ִב
These opening words of Parshat Lech
Lecha depict the direct commandment
HaShem gave to Avraham. He must leave

his home, his birthplace, and all of his
family and friends, and go to the place
that HaShem will show him. And so, at
the ripe age of 75, Avraham leaves the
only home he has ever known, and sets
out for the unknown.

Hashem is going to help you succeed in
this new place. Although there are many
challenges one will face when making
Aliyah, it is a small price to pay for the
ultimate reward — having the Zchut to
live in Eretz Yisrael.

The level of Emunah in HaShem that
Avraham shows in this Parsha is simply
incredible. The moment HaShem commanded Avraham to leave, he did so,
without challenging HaShem or asking
questions. He was able to wholeheartedly trust that whatever HaShem had
in store for him was going to be for the
best. The determination and Emunah
that Avraham possessed has been passed
down to us, so that we too can perform
this beautiful mitzvah.

Shabbat Shalom!

As an Olah who has been living in Israel
for the past 7 years, I relate very strongly
to this Parsha, and especially to this
opening Pasuk. I know from personal
experience that picking up and moving
to a brand-new place is not easy. Leaving
behind friends and family, your house
and your environment where you felt
most comfortable — for something
completely different — can be very
difficult. You have to have Emunah that

-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire,
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"
to the Land of Israel by encouraging
passionate Judaism through Torah and
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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EMERGENCY

COVID-19
RESPONSE FUND

•
•
•
•
•

Personal Protective Kits
Humanitarian aid
Free ambulance transport
Free testing
Emergency response

www.ISRAELRESCUE.ORG/CORONARESPONSE.com

