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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director,
OU Israel
The unique, underlying
component of the holiday of Sukkot is
leaving the physical comfort of our home
and moving into the sukka for 7 days.
Instead of eating, sleeping, and praying
in the physical structures of our homes
and synagogues, Hashem commands us
to spend the chag in temporary dwellings.
I must say, this year the change felt less
drastic than usual. For months, we’ve
been davening outside, be it in our yards,
pathways or even our mirpasot (each of us
in our own situation). Usually when we go
into the sukka, one of the goals is to feel
more connected to those around us. We
hear their singing, laughter, divrei Torah
and yes, even their yelling. This year, I feel
as if we have been experiencing this for
many months already.
Another drastic change was not having our
usual Sukkot guests. My family looks forward to hosting many guests in our sukka,
including former Vancouver NCSYers and
their families, certain neighbors we have
over each year, and close friends visiting
from North America. We missed these
people deeply, but since we need to make
the best of our unique circumstances this
year, my family and I turned towards
the ushpizin and welcomed them as our
4
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guests in a new way this year.
Since we were unable to host physical
guests, we tried to welcome our spiritual guests in a more pronounced manner.
While these 7 spiritual giants are our guests
each year, in the past we said a few lines
and divrei Torah about them. This year
they had a dominating presence in our sukka. Each night, someone else in the family
prepared a presentation, play or unique
way to connect to that night's ushpizin, and
we added special foods to our menu that
symbolize each one of the ushpizin.
While we daven for a speedy end to the
coronavirus pandemic, I feel a need to
thank Hashem for enabling us to connect
to this sometimes overlooked aspect of the
chag, to talk a lot more about the ushpizin,
and gain much more from them.
Sukkot also signifies the end of the
summer, as we begin davening for rain.
For months now, our OU Israel Youth
Centers across the country have been able
to continue our work with at-risk teens
through outdoor programming. As winter
approaches, I daven that we will be able
to find ways to help them and work with
them despite cold weather and the hope of
much gishmei bracha.

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Dear Torah Tidbits Family,
I hope this note finds you safe and healthy,
be”H.
One of the highlights of Simchat Torah
is the moment we begin the Torah again
from B'reishit. The Chattan B'reishit is
called to the Torah and with his blessing
the cycle of reading Parshat Hashavua is
renewed.
This week’s edition of Torah Tidbits
also contains within it the excitement of
restarting the parshiot of the Torah. In the
coming weeks and months be”H we will
share together uplifting insights from the
weekly parsha, penetrating divrei Torah,
and pertinent information geared to
helping guide you with the halachot and
minhagim that we observe throughout
the coming year.
Over the past weeks I was so grateful to
read many of your emails, notes of thanks,
and chizuk during these trying days.
I received a very touching note from
a young woman who recently made
aliyah. She described how she was
informed suddenly that she would

Save a Life - Gain yours

1 of 77,763

EFRAT

www.efrat.org.il 02-5454500

have to enter ‘bidud’ due to a co-worker
having COVID-19. It was just hours before
Rosh Hashanah when she received this
information. She found herself passing
the OU Israel Center and hoped that she
could find a copy of Torah Tidbits. She
did.
Copies were sitting at the entrance of
the building as they do each week. She
described in her note how that edition of
Torah Tidbits was a source of true comfort
for her as she read and reread the many
divrei Torah. Perhaps most importantly,
she thanked us for helping her navigate
the holiday prayers that she had recited
for the first time alone, not in a Shul.
I must thank the many wonderful staff
members here at the OU Israel, along with
many volunteers who give a great deal of
time and effort in order that each of you
can enjoy your copy of Torah Tidbits.
Enjoy it! We hope it offers inspiration and
that you gain from its Torah wisdom and
helpful content.
May we soon emerge from these
challenging days and be together in
person again - with an even greater sense
of oneness and love!
Shabbat Shalom,

Aaron Goldscheider
Editor
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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KI TEITZEI
B'REISHIT
ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
Rabbi Reuven
Tradburks
Director of RCA
Israel Region
The last Parsha of the Torah covers less
than a day – the first Parsha in the Torah
spans 1000 years.
Parshat B'reishit covers creation, Adam
and Eve in the Garden of Eden, Cain’s
murder of his brother Abel, and the
May the Torah learned from this issue
generations concluding with Noah and the
of Torah Tidbits be in memory
impending destruction of all but Noah and
of our parents
his family.

שלמה בן אהרון ז"ל
First ע"ה
Aliyaאהרון
(Ch. 1:1-2:3).
The story of
אסתר בת
creation
moves
from the
inanimate – light,
ז"ל
אביגדור
אשר בן
earth,
– toמשלום
vegetation,
to birds and
 ע"הseas
שמואל
אסתר בת
fish,Dr
to and
animals.
And finally
to man. It is a
Mrs Benjamin
Sprecher
progression, an evolutionary progression,

ברוך דיין האמת
With a heavy heart we are saddened
by the passing
בשיבה טובה
of our dear mother

Celia Goodman a"h

Who will be greatly missed by her
children Susie, Terry, Judy, David & Neil

Grandchildren & Great Grandchildren

יהי זכרה ברוך
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from less sophisticated to the most
sophisticated. Man is commanded to be
fruitful and multiply, to subdue the world
and to rule over the animals.
Chapter 1 and the first aliya end differently.
Chapter 1 ends with the end of the
Creation, the end of the 6 days of Creation.
The paragraph of Shabbat begins Chapter
2. However, the first aliya ends, not with
the end of the 6 days of Creation but with
the end of Shabbat. We include Shabbat as
part of the Creation story.
Because where He stops is where we begin.
In ceasing, He was passing the keys over to
man. This is a crucial principle of Judaism:
on the sixth day G-d said to man “You take
over – rule the world and subdue it” and
then to prove it, He rested on the seventh,
as if to say, “I mean it – you are my partner
– take over.”
The Midrash makes that point – the
paragraph of V’yachulu ends with “laasot”.
It does not end like all the other 6 days –
it was evening and it was morning, the
seventh day. It says G-d ceased to do. He
ceased to do – now it is your turn to do.
Second Aliya (Ch 2:4-20). A more detailed
account of the Creation of Man. G-d
creates man from dust of the earth and
breathes into his nostrils the breath of life.
He is placed in the Garden of Eden, full of
beautiful trees, to work it. He commands
him not to eat of the tree of knowledge or
of life. And declares that it is not good for
man to be alone; I will make him a partner.
The language of chapter 2 is in striking
contrast to chapter 1. This creation of man

is more like a novel than a science book.
Personality, morality, humility, emotion.
Chapter 1 is the creation of mankind –
chapter 2 is the creation of a person. Adam
is created from the adama, the earth, a
rather humble beginning. He is created
alone. That is not good. He is given a
command. There is good and evil. He is to
work the garden, not rule it. The animals
are brought to him to name.
This is the beginning of man
understanding who he is and who he is
not. He is created in the image of G-d,
charged with being a partner by G-d.
But he is not G-d Himself. He is to rule
the world, as He Rules. He is to name the
animals, as G-d named the day, night,
heavens and seas. As He is a Creator,
man is to be a creator – a creator of life
through children, a creator of vegetation
through the garden. On the other hand,
it is not good that he is alone – for there
is only One who is Alone. G-d is the
Commander, he, the commanded. Man
is to be G-d like, to be creative, to be a
namer of things, to take his place as the
guardian of the world. But how far he
goes and how far He goes is the topic of
the 3rd aliya.
3rd Aliya (2:20-3:21) Woman is created.
The serpent convinces Eve that were she to
eat of the forbidden fruit, she would be as
G-d, knowing good and evil. She and Adam
eat of the fruit and their eyes are opened

Condolences to Stephen Glazer
and family on the passing of his

MOTHER

Hosting a Simcha?
Save Time, Money & Effort
LD Events
Lenny Davidman
Office: (02) 673-0721
Cell: 054-557-3101
Lenny@LDEVENTS.com

True wholesaler from the diamond
boursa with over 25 years experience
member diamond dealers club

∙

Engagement Rings Stud Earrings
Pendants Tennis Bracelets

∙

050-573-9061 jeffmor36@gmail.com
www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.
JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com
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and cover themselves with fig leaves.
They hide from G-d. All are punished – the
serpent will slither, the woman will birth
children with pain, and man’s cultivation
of the earth will be with sweat.
A richer story of symbolism in Tanach
is hard to find. A speaking serpent, the
enticement of beauty, hubris, failure,
hiding from G-d, blame, consequences.
Many and varied are the lessons to be
culled from this story.
Man, created in the image of G-d,
must aspire to his lofty calling, while
remembering he is but the image of, not
G-d Himself. The serpent convinced Eve,
and then she Adam, that man may be the
determiner of good and evil. That, as G-d
cedes to man leadership in this world,
He likewise cedes to man the role as
legislator of good and evil. In that they err.

And G-d responds by walking them back
a bit in their most creative activities, as if
to say; while you are creators, I remain
the Creator. Eve, when you create and
bear children, the quintessential creative
moment of humanity, it will be with labor,
a reminder of your earthly origins. And
man, when you create from the earth, it
will be with sweat. There is only One who
Creates with the uttering of a word, with
ease. He is the Creator, you, a creator. And
He is the Commander of what is good and
evil, while you are the commanded.
4th Aliya (3:22 – 4:18). Man is exiled from
the Garden of Eden. Cain and Abel are
born. They bring offerings to G-d – Abel’s
accepted, Cain’s not. Cain kills Abel. “Am I
my brother’s keeper?”. Cain is consigned
to wander the earth.
Sin is met with exile. Adam’s sin brings

OU Israel

mourns the passing of a heroic and righteous soul

Rabbanit Miriam Levinger a"h
מרים שושה בת שלמה ע"ה
11 Tishrei 5781/ י“א תשרי תשפ“א

Born in 1937 in the USA and raised in the Bronx, NY, Rabbanit Miriam Beinhorn Levinger immigrated to Israel
in 1956. After graduating from college Miriam attended Shaare Zedek Nursing School. In 1959, she married
Rabbi Moshe Levinger, a student of the Mercaz Harav Yeshiva and one of the prominent students of Rabbi Zvi
Yehuda Kook. Rabbi Levinger served as the Rabbi of Kibbutz Lavi and later the Rabbi of Moshav Nahalim.
In 1968, just after the Six-Day War, Rabbi Moshe and Miriam brought their little children along with other
participants to settle in the Park Hotel in Hebron. In doing so, Rabbi Levinger created the beginning of resettling
the City of our Forefathers.
After three years of residence under military government and another 8 years in Kiryat Arba, which was
developing in the meantime, a group of women and children led by Rabbi Levinger devoted their lives to settle in
the abandoned Hadassah building in Hebron. This opened the way for Jewish settlement in Hebron. Since then,
other neighborhoods in Hebron have been established, relying on the resolve and spirit of Rabbi and Rabbanit
Levinger, who dedicated their lives to expanding settlements in Hebron and throughout Israel.

.ה.ב.צ.נ.ת
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exile from the Garden of Eden. Cain’s
sin brings wandering, homelessness.
4:16 explains exile: Cain left from being
before G-d. This introduces a pillar
concept of man and G-d. Divine disfavor
with man results in distance. Adam was
sent away from the Garden. Cain was
sent away from being before G-d. Later,
the tower of Babel will bring dispersal.
Only Avraham will reverse this and
journey not away but toward a specific
place.
5th Aliya (4:19 – 4:22). A curiously short
aliya. Lemech and his wives Ada and
Tzila bear children. One is the initiator
of animal husbandry, one of the music of
strings and wind instruments, and one of
the fashioning of copper and iron.
Mankind advances marvelously in creatively mastering the world: the mastery
of animals, creative artistic expression of
music and advanced productivity of copper and iron. But, while man is to master the world, the brevity of mention is
to highlight that of much greater importance is his mastery of himself. The Torah
is far more interested in man’s ethical behavior and his relationship with G-d than
with his mastery of iron and the creative
expression of his music.
6th Aliya (4:23 – 5:24). The generations
from Adam through Noah.
Enosh is described, 4:26, as beginning to
profane the name of G-d. Rashi explains
that people and things were ascribed
Divine qualities. This is the beginning of
idolatry. It is erroneous to call Avraham
the first monotheist. G-d spoke to Adam

“We always dreamed
of buying a place by the
sea, but never knew that
we could afford one.
Thanks to you, our dream
has finally come true!”

said another happy client
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Invest or Partner in a
lucrative urban
redevelopment project

and Eve, Cain and Abel brought offerings
and He spoke to Cain, and Noah will be
instructed by G-d.

• High demand area
• Excellent return
• American partners

7th Aliya (5:25 – 6:8). Noah is introduced.
G-d is disappointed in man, his lifespan is
reduced to 120 years. G-d plans to destroy
man, animals, birds. Noah finds favour in
His eyes.

American Israel,
!

Specialists in urban
redevelopment &
TAMA 38 projects

Specialists*in*TAMA*38*projects*

Aryeh Deverett 053 8310270
www.americanisrael.com

Rather, man moved away from G-d, failed
in his behavior and became distanced.
Avraham is not the first monotheist; he is
the first to be embraced and to be pulled
closer by G-d. Early mankind is pushed
away; Avraham is brought near.

The parsha goes from Creation to impending destruction. Though unrecorded, mankind has mitzvoth. G-d has expectations of
mankind and these expectations have not
been met. Though disappointed, He will
not destroy mankind, but will begin anew
with Noah.

STATS

Moving Packing Storage

0537272815
on-line box shop

www.premiummoving.co.il
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1st of the 54 sedras; 1st of 12 in B’reishit
Written on 241 lines in a Torah, rank 9th
23 Parshiyot; 10 open, 13 closed, rank: 6
146 p’sukim - rank: 8th (5th in B’reishit),
same as Mikeitz; but Miketz is longer in
lines, words, letters
1931 words - ranks 8 (5th in B’reishit)
7235 letters - ranks 11 (5th in B’reishit)

MITZVOT
One positive mitzvah: Pru U’rvu- Be Fruitful
and Multiply

HAFTORAH
MACHAR CHODESH
SAMUEL 20:18-42
The haftorah for this Shabbat is the special
reading that is chanted on each Shabbat
which is immediately followed by Rosh
Chodesh. On a basic level, this passage from
Tanach is chosen for this week because the
opening words relate to the the impending
new month: Jonathan said, “Tomorrow is
the [first of the new] month.”
The story depicted in the haftorah is a
beautiful account of loyalty and devotion
(for more insight regarding this unique
haftarah see Rabbi Winkler’s d’var Torah
in these pages).
David and Jonathan are dear friends.
Sensing a danger to David’s life, Jonathan
advises David to hide in the field rather
than attend the feast that is being held by
Saul.
A touching moment in the haftarah depicts
the memorable scene of the two dear
friends parting. They kissed one another
and wept, and swore to always maintain
their mutual affection and devotion to one
another for generations to come.

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
SALES:
OLD KATAMON * New on Market! Spacious 3 en suite
bdrm. apt. Beautifuly renovated! Succah balcony !
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
GERMAN COLONY - Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTER - 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies.
ROMEMA
ROMEMA- New 137 sqm, 5 bdrms. (2 with en suite
bathrooms) parking, storage, succah, view
HAR NOF * Shlav B, 3 bdrms, Succah, storage, view !
* Renovated 4 bdrms, bright and airy, 3 exposures,
MB en suite, large succah, no steps to the building !
* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,
outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!
YAVNIEL - Villa + Rental Units! NIS 2,490,000 !
RENTALS:
OLD KATAMON * 6 rms., garden apt. furnished !
* Lovely 2 bdrms, furnished, 3 exposures, two balconies !
HAR NOF Villa, beautiful 6 bedrooms, view!

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

Marci Rapp
MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
050-424-8359
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Shabbat Mevarchim
This week is Shabbat Mevarchim.
Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan is on
Sunday and Monday Oct. 18
and 19.
The molad is Shabbat morning, 23
minutes and 0 chalakim after 03:00
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Schoonmaker
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RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
THE PERSON BY
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus
IN THE PARSHA

Life, and
Death, from
Adam’s
Perspective

I

invite you to imagine yourself as
Adam or Eve. Put yourself in their
shoes. Remember that, as the very
first humans, they had a most unique
perspective on every aspect of a newly
created world. Their reactions to their
surroundings and to each other had
no precedent. They entered the world
as adults and had to cope on their own
with innumerable objects and situations
without parental guidance and with no
culturally established norms or guidelines.
They were the first to see “the fish of the

sea and the birds of the skies and every
animal that crept along the land.” They
were instructed to eat from the earth’s
vegetation, but they did not know what
it meant to eat. They beheld a wondrous
garden of gorgeous trees, which included
the “tree of life,” but what did they know
about life? They were admonished not to
eat from the “tree of knowledge of good
and evil.” But what did they know about
good and evil?
Yes, they were instructed to desist from
eating of the “tree of good and evil,” lest
they die. But what did they know about
death? What did they really know about
anything?
The first thing we ourselves discover about
Adam’s thoughts or feelings is when we
read the Almighty’s pronouncement that
“it is not good for man to be alone, I will
make him a help mate.” The omniscient
Almighty recognizes that Adam is lonely.
Thus, the first thing we learn about Adam’s
inner life is that he is capable of feeling the
poignant emotion of loneliness.
As the biblical narrative proceeds, we
begin to learn more and more about
how Adam and Eve react to the world
around them. Adam assigns names to
each member of the animal world. Adam
and Eve relate to each other fondly. They
yield to temptation, and, finally, they

14
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suffer the horrible pain of exile.
We eventually learn that they become
parents, but we know nothing about how
they went about the vital task of parenting.
Did they love their children? Did they
discipline them? Did they teach them right
from wrong? The Torah provides us no
answers to these questions.
Rather, the Torah proceeds to tell us a bit
about their two sons, Cain and Abel, and
about how Cain murdered Abel. But there
is nary a word in the Torah about Adam
and Eve’s reaction to this horrible event.
We are left wondering about how these
parents reacted to tragic bereavement, to
grief, to mourning, to death.
Remember, they had never experienced
death. They knew not what death meant.
The curious student of Torah knows that
he can count upon our Sages whenever he
encounters a gap in a biblical story. In this
case, a Midrash fills in the gap:
When Abel was killed, Adam and Eve were
stunned. They sat and wept and mourned
but did not know what to do. The watchdog
of Abel’s sheep guarded his corpse,
protecting it from the beasts of the wild
and from the birds soaring above. Then,
a raven descended from the sky, a raven
that had himself experienced the death of
its mate. The raven declared, “I will teach
Adam what to do.” He took the body of the
dead bird, dug a small ditch in the earth,
and proceeded to bury it before Adam and
Eve’s eyes. Adam then said to Eve, “Let us
do what the raven did!” They took Abel’s
corpse and buried it. (Yalkut Shimoni, 38)
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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I first encountered this Midrashic passage
in a masterful Yizkor sermon delivered
by Rabbi Moshe Avigdor Amiel, a former
Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv, who passed away
in 1945.
This sermon is included in the first volume
of Rabbi Amiel’s Derashot El Ami. There,
Rabbi Amiel eloquently elaborates upon
the story, stressing the helplessness that
Adam and Eve experienced in the face
of a phenomenon that they had never
previously encountered. He paints
the picture of a man and woman who
desperately attempt to revive the body of
their beloved son. They cannot accept the
finality of his death. That is, until the raven
comes along.
Rabbi Amiel points out that Jewish
tradition sees the raven as the very symbol
of cruelty. He cites the verse in Psalms
(147:9), which is part of a hymn to the
Almighty who gives “to the raven’s brood
what they cry for.” Apparently, the raven
ignores even its own young. To which I
would add the verse in Job 38:41, which
reads, “Who provides food for the raven
when his young cry out to God and wander
about without food?”
The message of Rabbi Amiel’s sermon

In Memory of my beloved Mother

Eita Raiza bat Avraham a"h
on her 2nd yahrzeit, 29th of Elul
May she be glowing in the pure light of
Hashem and be in the world of his truth

Lovingly, her daughter
Aura
16
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is this: Humans must not emulate the
raven’s response to death. For humans, the
dead are not merely “dead and buried.”
The point of the Yizkor ceremony is to
perpetuate the memory of the dead, to
keep them alive in our own consciousness.
Human life, any and every human life, is
too precious to be forgotten. The raven
may be cruel to its young, but we must
affectionately care for our young. The
raven digs a grave and cruelly forgets
what it buried there. But we remain aware
of those who, although consigned to the
grave, live on in our hearts and minds.
How well do I recall the remarks made by
the late Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
to a group of rabbis who sought his
guidance. He urged us to impress upon
our congregations that Judaism believes
in techiyat ha’metim, that the dead will live
again. He pointed out that in the relatively
brief second blessing of the Shemoneh
Esreh, we mentioned the concept of
resurrection no less than six times!
I’ve used Rabbi Amiel’s Yizkor sermon
more than once in my rabbinic career.
But I’ve occasionally taken the liberty to
differ with Rabbi Amiel’s dim assessment
of the raven. He sees the raven as the
irredeemable embodiment of cruelty. But
I prefer to point out that the raven appears
more than once in scripture. In fact, it plays
a role in next week’s Torah portion when
Noah sends it out of the Ark on a futile
mission. Moreover, much later in history,
the ravens prove capable of a remarkably
admirable task.
I refer to the passage in Kings I 17:2-7.

Medical specialists needed in Ramat Beit Shemesh
Opening November 2020
RBS/BS is the fastest growing city in Israel. With a population of approaching 200,000 and a
projected population of 400-500,000 in the next ﬁve years, a unique opportunity exists for
medical specialists to practice here on a part-time or full-time basis.
Presently, there are relatively few medical specialists practicing in our area. The need for more
medical professionals is real and acute. Our community would greatly beneﬁt from the
presence of a cardiologist, pulmonologist, orthopedist, endocrinologist, rheumatologist,
neurologist, ENT, and urologist, just to name a few. Importantly, we will have a very high
resolution ultrasound for the use of our providers.
If you are a licensed medical specialist or medical paraprofessional, we invite you to bring your
expertise to RBS. At LaBriut, we will provide you the optimal working environment and all of
the ancillary services you need to practice your specialty. Whether you work with kupot cholim
or privately, or both, we are the address for excellent medical specialists in the center of Israel.
Please check out our website at www.labriuthealth.com. If you would like to speak to us
about this unique opportunity, please contact us at admin@labriuthealth.com.

There, the story is told of the prophet
Elijah who informs King Ahab that there
soon would be “no dew or rain except at
my bidding.” The Almighty then instructs
Elijah to go into hiding by the Wadi Kerit,
just east of the Jordan. There, he will be
able to drink from the wadi, and will
be fed by the ravens. Elijah obeys, and
lo and behold, “the ravens brought him
bread and meat every morning and
every evening, and he drank from the
wadi.”
Some commentaries insist that the ravens
were chosen as the Almighty’s messengers
to impress upon Elijah that he was as cruel
as are ravens by prophesizing drought and
famine. However, other commentaries
suggest that this episode demonstrates that
even ravens can overcome their instinctive

cruelty and become noble benefactors of a
starving human.
The raven thus becomes a model for
teshuva, for the human capacity to
overcome even one’s darkest instincts. No
longer need the raven represent callous
disregard for the dead. After feeding Elijah,
the raven is transformed into a symbol of
heroic rescue, of life-sustaining forces.
Fortunately, we can all progress beyond
what Adam and Eve may have learned
from the raven and instead learn the dual
lesson of eternal respect for the dead and
compassionate regard for the living.

Condolences to Sarah Zuckerman
and family on the passing of her

HUSBAND
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on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

Taking
Responsibility

I

f leadership is the solution, what is
the problem? On this, the Torah could
not be more specific. The problem is a
failure of responsibility.
The early chapters of Genesis focus on
two stories: the first is Adam and Eve; the
second, Cain and Abel. Both are about a
specific kind of failure.
First Adam and Eve. As we know, they sin.
Embarrassed and ashamed, they hide,
only to discover that one cannot hide from
God:
The Lord God called to the man,
“Where are you?” He answered, “I
heard you in the garden, and I was
afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”
And He said, “Who told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten from the
tree that I commanded you not to eat
from?” The man said, “The woman
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you put here with me—she gave me
some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”
Then the Lord God said to the woman,
“What is this you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived
me, and I ate.” (Gen. 3:9-12)
Both insist that it was not their fault. Adam
blames the woman. The woman blames
the serpent. The result is paradise lost:
they are both punished and exiled from
the garden of Eden. Why? Because Adam
and Eve deny personal responsibility. They
say, in effect, “It wasn’t me.”
The second story is tragic. The first instance
of sibling rivalry in the Torah leads to the
first murder:
While they were in the field, Cain
attacked his brother Abel and killed
him. Then the Lord said to Cain,
“Where is your brother Abel?” “I don’t
know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s
keeper?” The Lord said, “What have
you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood
cries out to Me from the ground.”
(Gen. 4:8-10)
Cain does not deny personal responsibility.
He does not say, “It was not me,” or
“It was not my fault.” He denies moral
responsibility. In effect he asks why he
should be concerned with the welfare of
anyone but himself. Why should we not
do what we want if we have the power to

do it? In Plato’s Republic, Glaucon argues
that justice is whatever is in the interest of
the stronger party. Might makes right. If
life is a Darwinian struggle to survive, why
should we restrain ourselves for the sake
of others if we are more powerful than
they are? If there is no morality in nature,
then I am responsible only to myself. That
is the voice of Cain throughout the ages.
These two stories are not just stories. They
are an account, at the beginning of the
Torah’s narrative history of humankind,
of a failure, first personal then moral, to
take responsibility – and it is this for which
leadership is the answer.

Some argue that the presence
of other bystanders affects an

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Great Value in Rechavia! Quiet but central,
Abarbanel street, 4 rooms, 90m, 2 floors up.
Great Shape, 2 full bathrooms, private land
3.29mnis
Heart of Old Katamon - Right by the
Shtieblach, ground floor, no stairs. 3.5
rooms,75m, great shape. 2.28mnis
For rent in brand new upscale building in Baka
5 rooms with garden - 9,800nis or a 2 room
4,100nis, Shabbat elevators and private parking.

individual’s interpretation of
what is happening
There is a fascinating phrase in the story
of Moses’ early years. He grows up, goes
out to his people, the Israelites, and sees
them suffering, doing slave labour. He
witnesses an Egyptian officer beating one
of them. The text then says: “He looked this
way and that and saw no one” (vayar ki ein
ish Ex. 2:12, or more literally, ‘he saw that
there was no man’).

SEALING SERVICES

It is difficult to read this literally. A
building site is not a closed location. There
must have been many people present. A
mere two verses later we discover that
there were Israelites who knew exactly
what had happened. Therefore, the phrase
almost certainly means, “He looked this
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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way and that and saw that there was no
one else willing to intervene.”

aid of one of their fellows when, by doing
so, they would put their own life at risk?

If this is so, then we have here the first
instance of what came to be known as the
“Genovese syndrome” or “the bystander
effect,”1 so-called after a case in which a
woman was attacked in New York in the
presence of a large number of people who
all knew that she was being assaulted but
failed to come to her rescue.

It took a Moses to act. But that is what
makes a leader. A leader is one who takes
responsibility. Leadership is born when
we become active not passive, when we do
not wait for someone else to act because
perhaps there is no one else - at least not
here, not now. When bad things happen,
some avert their eyes. Some wait for others
to act. Some blame others for failing to act.
Some simply complain. But there are some
people who say, “If something is wrong let
me try to put it right.” They are the leaders.
They are the ones who make a difference
in their lifetimes. They are the ones who
make ours a better world.

Social scientists have undertaken many
experiments to try to determine what
happens in situations like this. Some argue
that the presence of other bystanders
affects an individual’s interpretation of
what is happening. Since no one else is
coming to the rescue, they conclude that
what is happening is not an emergency.
Others, though, argue that the key factor is
diffusion of responsibility. People assume
that since there are many people present
someone else will step forward and act.
That seems to be the correct interpretation
of what was happening in the case of
Moses. No one else was prepared to come
to the rescue. Who, in any case, was
likely to do so? The Egyptians were slavemasters. Why should they bother to take a
risk to save an Israelite? And the Israelites
were slaves. How could they come to the
1 For a discussion, see http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Murder_of_Kitty_Genovese.

Mazal Tov to

Naomi & Leiby Chapler
and family on the birth
of their daughter
20
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With rare exceptions, God
does not intervene in history.
He acts through us, not to us
Many of the great religions and
civilisations are based on acceptance. If
there is violence, suffering, poverty and
pain in the world, they accept that this is
simply the way of the world. Or, the will
of God. Or, that it is the nature of nature
itself. They shrug their shoulders, for all
will be well in the World to Come.
Judaism was and remains the world’s
great religion of protest. The heroes of
faith did not accept; they protested. They
were willing to confront God Himself.
Abraham said, “Shall the Judge of all the
earth not do justice?” (Gen. 18:25). Moses
said, “Why have You done evil to this

people?” (Ex. 5:22). Jeremiah said, “Why
are the wicked at ease?” (Jer. 12:1). That
is how God wants us to respond. Judaism
is God’s call to human responsibility. The
highest achievement is to become God’s
partner in the work of creation.
When Adam and Eve sinned, God called
out “Where are you?” As Rabbi Shneur
Zalman of Liadi, the first Lubavitcher
Rebbe, pointed out, this call was not
directed only to the first humans.2 It echoes
in every generation. God gave us freedom,
but with freedom comes responsibility.
God teaches us what we ought to do but He
does not do it for us. With rare exceptions,
God does not intervene in history. He acts
through us, not to us. His is the voice that
tells us, as He told Cain, that we can resist
the evil within us as well as the evil that
surrounds us.
The responsible life is a life that responds.
The Hebrew for responsibility, achrayut,
comes from the word acher, meaning
“other.” Our great Other is God Himself,
calling us to use the freedom He gave us,
2 Noted in Nissan Mindel, Rabbi Schneur
Zalman of Liadi, A Biography (New York:
Kehot Publication Society, 1969).

to make the world that is more like the
world that ought to be. The great question,
the question that the life we lead answers,
is: which voice will we listen to? Will we
heed the voice of desire, as in the case of
Adam and Eve? Will we listen to the voice
of anger, as in the case of Cain? Or will we
follow the voice of God calling on us to
make this a more just and gracious world?
Shabbat Shalom
Questions (Around The Shabbat Table)
Which stories from the Torah inspire you
to act like a leader, and effect change?
Do you believe that only people who take
personal responsibility should become
leaders?
As God’s partner in creating a better world,
what will you protest?
Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable
Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.

The Hidden Light: Biblical Paradigms for Leadership
B Y D R . J E R RY H O C H B A U M

Leadership we can learn from our Patriarchs and Prophets
“Dr. Hochbaum draws upon his more than forty years of experience at the
Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, along with his academic experience
in the social sciences and his Torah erudition. The reader is sure to come away
informed, enlightened, and inspired.”
RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB

Executive Vice President Emeritus, Orthodox Union
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RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
PROBING BY
Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

Machar
Chodesh

T

he story related in this week’s
haftarah, a special one read when
Shabbat coincides with Erev
Rosh Chodesh, is found in the 20th perek
of Shmuel A. The story related in this
chapter is well-known as it is a haftarah
that is read regularly during the year. The
episode, as detailed in this reading, tells
of a difficult time of trial, a test for both
David and his dear friend (and brotherin-law) Yonatan, the son of King Sha’ul.
Following King Sha’ul’s failure to follow
G-d’s command when warring against
their intractable enemy, Amalek, Hashem
removed His favor from Sha’ul and placed
it upon His choice of successor, Sha’ul’s
son-in-law, David. As a result, Sha’ul
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struggled with bouts of depression and
anger, even attempting to murder David.
When David fled the palace after the King
tried to spear him, he told Yonatan of
Shaul’s desire to kill him, something that
Yonatan could not accept, as his father
had sworn to him that he would not harm
David. Our haftarah tells the story of
the two friends trying to reveal Sha’ul’s
true intentions. And, indeed, Sha’ul does
just that, for when David’s presence
was missed at the festive Rosh Chodesh
meal and on the following day, the King
publicly accuses him of being a rebel who
was trying to usurp the throne. The truth
of Sha’ul’s intentions was revealed.
Soon after, in a secret meeting in the
field, Yonatan tearfully reveals to
David what happened and urges him
to escape before he is killed. Yonatan
acts nobly, faithfully serving his father
and continuing to show him the respect
due to him, and, similarly, David never

attempts to harm Sha’ul in order to save
himself, despite numerous opportunities
to do so.
Although the opening words of the
haftarah declaring “Machar Chodesh”,
that “tomorrow is Rosh Chodesh” form the
obvious connection between the Shabbat
and the haftarah, there is more we see
in the story that helps us understand
its choice for the reading. King David is
symbolized by the moon (Tiferet Shlomo),
explaining why we declare “David, Melech
Yisra’el, chai v’kayam” every month
when we stand before the moon and
recite Birkat HaL’vana. For, as the moon
grows and is diminished, so too David had
times of ascendancy and power as well as
times of trouble and powerlessness. Most
meaningful is that, like the moon, David
humbly “diminished” his “light”, always
pointing to G-d as his source of strength
and victory and not taking the glory for
himself. It was this trait of King David
that endeared this military hero/psalmist
to Hashem.
And why we await for his descendant to
usher in the Messianic Era.

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI BARUCH
Emeritus, The BAYT Toronto
TAUB Rabbi
OU Israel Faculty
Torah Tidbits is proud to celebrate Rav Taub's new Hebrew sefer on Parshat Hashavua, Kanfei
Yonah (see pg. 79). We are honored to share a wonderful dvar Torah here in our pages.The OU
Israel family offers our blessings on this momentous occasion: May Rav Taub, shlit'a, continue
to be marbitz Torah and inspire Jews across the globe with his exquisite teachings!

Why Did The Torah Not
Begin With The Mitzvah Of
Sanctifying The New Moon
(Kiddush Hachodesh)?

I

n Rashi’s first comment on the Torah,
he quotes the well-known Midrash
which asks why the Torah did not
begin with the first Mitzvah given to the
Jewish people, Kiddush Hachodesh (the
establishment of the Jewish calendar
according to the lunar cycle). The basic
premise upon which this question is
based is that the Torah is not a book
designed to record the history of Creation
and the Jewish people, but rather a book
of conduct instructing us how to live our
lives according to God’s word. As such, the
Torah really should have started with the
first mitzvah given to the Jewish people.
The Midrash responds by informing
us that the Torah began from the story
of creation in order to provide a true
response to the nations who claim that
24
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the Jewish people are a “band of robbers”
who stole Eretz Yisrael from its original
inhabitants – an accusation levelled
against us to this day. To this we respond,
that since God created the world, as
detailed in the first chapter of the Torah,
He also decides that Eretz Yisrael belongs
to whichever nation He chooses.
According to the Torah, God did in fact
take the land away from its original
inhabitants and gave it to the Jewish
people. Oznayim LaTorah elaborates on
this Midrash and uses it to resolve other
difficulties related to Eretz Yisrael. The
Torah tells us in (Devarim 27:3) that God
commanded the Jewish people to write
the entire Torah on twelve stones. The
Talmud (Sotah 7a) understands this to
mean that the Torah was to be written and

translated into the seventy languages and
that these stones be erected subsequently
on the mountain of Eival. There are
several difficulties regarding these
instructions.

The rabbis tell us that when
God revealed the contents of
the Torah to the nations, He
only related the laws of the
Torah to them
Firstly, the rabbis have taught us that God
offered the Torah to the nations but they
declined upon hearing what the Torah
demanded of them. It is implausible
that the goal in writing the Torah upon
entering Eretz Yisrael could have been to
influence its inhabitants, or even other
nations to accept the Torah. If the nations
had already declined the offer from God
Himself, why would they be convinced to
accept the Torah from the Jews who they
actually despise?
Secondly, the mountain of Eival is in the
center of the land, surrounded by enemy
territory. What is the logic in instructing
the Jewish people to enter deep into enemy
territory in order to erect the Torahinscribed stones, before retreating to their
original lines in Gilgal? Aside from the
extreme danger involved, the subsequent
retreat would give the impression of a
weak and confused nation. This could
not have been the impression the Jewish
people would have wished to give the
inhabitants before having conquered it.

Mortgage
RATES at
historic
LOWS for
refinance
& purchase
Purchase / Refinance Rates
(Non-inflation linked)*
Special rates up to 75% LTV:
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What then, was the true meaning of this
Mitzvah?
Thirdly, this Mitzvah (of the stones) is
seemingly a prerequisite to conquering
the land, as it was commanded by God as
soon as they arrived at its borders. This
is stressed by the verse,: “When you cross,
you shall write upon them all the words of
this Torah, in order that you may come
to the land which the Lord, your God, is
giving you; a land flowing with milk and
honey, as the Lord, God of your forefathers,
has spoken to you.” (Devarim 27:3)

There are those who suggest
that the land is ours because
we conquered it in 1948
Oznayim LaTorah explains, using the
Midrash cited by Rashi, that it is true
that the nations were not going to be
influenced by the Jewish people to accept
the Torah. However, precisely because
the Jewish people did accept the Torah
which prohibits theft and murder, the
nations of the world could claim that
the Jewish people were not acting in
accordance with the Torah that they
themselves had accepted, which would
be a terrible Chilul Hashem. In order to
prevent such a Chilul Hashem, the Jewish
people were commanded to publicize the
Torah deep inside enemy territory. In this
way, the nations could clearly see that the
Torah had given the land to us and that by
conquering the land we were not taking
part in an act of theft, but were acting
wholly according to what the Torah had
26
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commanded. This is so, since the rabbis tell
us that when God revealed the contents of
the Torah to the nations, He only related
the laws of the Torah to them. The sections
of the Torah that describes the creation of
the world was not part of this exchange
between God and the nations.
We can now understand the meaning of the
Mitzvah to write the entire Torah on the
twelve stones – including the account of
Creation – as a prerequisite to conquering
the land. This was done in order to refute
the claim that those who accepted the
Torah do not actually observe its laws.
Since they have now become aware of
the story of Creation they will understand
that the Jewish people’s actions are not to
be viewed as a theft but rather as a claim
to what belongs to them rightfully, since it
was given to them by the Creator Himself.
This idea is very well grounded in the
fact, mentioned earlier, that the Mitzvah
to write the entire Torah on the twelve
stones concludes with the words, “When
you cross, you shall write upon them all
the words of this Torah, in order that
you may come to the land which the
Lord, your God, is giving you, a land
flowing with milk and honey, as the
Lord, God of your forefathers, has
spoken to you.” Without this explanation,
one might question as to why the Torah
made the entry into the land dependent
on the writing of the Torah. However,
now that we understand that acceptance
of Torah, symbolized by the stones, is the
prerequisite of entering the land, the very
rejection of Torah by those who would
oppose our claim, is that which empowers

our rightful claim to Eretz Yisrael.
Let us elaborate on this very important
idea that is expressed in the first Rashi
in the Torah. There are those who
suggest that the land is ours because
we conquered it in 1948. This is not the
reason the land is ours. True, our military
victory was clearly part of the miraculous
process of what occurred in 1948, but it
is not the reason that it is ours. Others
suggest that because of the Holocaust
the land belongs to us. This is also not
accurate; once again, it was part of the
process that brought us here but not the
reason that it belongs to us. The reason
that Eretz Yisrael is ours is because
everything in the physical universe
belongs to God, and He decided to give it
to the Jewish people.
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at no extra charge
Hours: 9am - 6:30 pm
Friday 9am-12:30pm

Over 20 years in the business, excellent
rates, prompt reliable service

Give us a call!

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

Strong
Beginnings

A

fter the transgression committed
by Adam and Chava, each
perpetrator is punished. The first
punishment is assigned to the nachash
(snake). It is destined to slide on its belly
and be satiated with dust. There will be
hatred between snakes and mankind.
nThen the Torah uses the following phrase
- ּפ֥נּ ּו ָע ֵֽקב
ֶ ְא ָּת֖ה ְּתׁשו
ַ ֔אש ו
ׁ ֹ ה֚וּא יְֽׁשו ְּפ ָ ֣ך רHe will crush
your head, and you will bite his heel.
Literally this may be understood that man
will hit the snake on the head to kill it and
the snake will bite man’s heal.

– then man will be victorious. However, if
we enable the yetzer harah to influence us
and we follow those temptations day after
day, we become entangled in a thick rope
from which it is quite difficult to escape. If
we wait until later to fight the yetzer harah,
it will be difficult for us to overcome – ואתה
 תשופנו עקב-that is when the “snake” will be
victorious.
This is the secret to overcoming the yetzer
harah. We have to prevent its influence
from the beginning. Once we are
manipulated by the yetzer harah it is much
for difficult to overcome. Often people
get set in their ways. As we get older it is
harder to change. This is who I am!

The Kli Yakar offers an alternative
explanation that is quite appropriate for
this time of year. The nachash symbolizes
the evil inclination - the satan and the
yetzer harah. This pasuk provides us with
the strategy to overcome the yetzer harah.
When the yetzer harah starts to entice
us, he is like a spider web – loose strings
through which one can maneuver. If we
fight against the evil inclination from the
beginning, as the pasuk states: הוא ישפוך ראש

We are in the period known as “– ”אחרי החגים
it is a time on the one hand to try to get back
to a normal schedule. Yet, it is also a time
to reflect all the items we contemplated
on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. The
behaviors we undertook to improve our
actions both ben adam l’Makom and ben
adam l’Chavero. The key to accomplishing
our new year resolutions is to begin
implementing them immediately. To take
control from the start- as the pasuk states:
 – הוא ישופך ראשman will be victorious if he
starts off strong!

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

In Sefer Shmuel (Shmuel II 7:5) in the
middle of the night Hashem appears
to Natan Hanavi and instructs him to
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immediately inform David Hamelech that
he can not build the Bet Hamikdash. Why
did Natan have to share this disturbing
news with the king in the middle of
the night? Rashi suggests that David
Hamelech was a “doer” – “”מהיר הוא. He acts
immediately. If Natan would not inform
David Hamelech quickly, David Hamelech
would likely initiate the construction of
the Mikdash that very night.
We need to execute and not just
contemplate change. As we begin the
new year, lets start off on the right foot
and immediately take concrete measures
to implement all our undertakings. The
longer we wait the less likely we will be
able to successfully fulfill our pledges.
Strong beginnings lead man to victory!

The English Department of Herzog Colleg
is delighted to offer another fascinating course
with Prof. Murray Roston entitled:

Humour and Comedy:
What Makes Humans Laugh?
Prof. Murray Roston is Emeritus Professor
of English Literature at Bar Ilan University
and UCLA
The course will be available to watch online
from October 27th until February 4th
Cost: 350 NIS

All welcome!
Don't miss this rare opportunity to study
with Prof. Murray Roston
in the comfort of your living room.

For details and registration
please send an email to: bryna@herzog.ac.il

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Building A
World of
Kindness

“

Olam chesed yibaneh”, the entire
world is built upon the kindness
and benevolence of Hashem. Chazal
highlight that the Torah begins with an act
of chesed as Hashem clothed Adam and
concludes with an act of chesed as Hashem
buried Moshe Rabbeinu. Rav Friedlander
in Siftei Chayim explains that this reflects
the entire motif of Torah, emulating
Hashem by doing acts of chesed.
Rav Friedlander continues; we ought to
reframe all that we experience in this
world as an expression of Hashem’s
unending chesed. Rav Pliskin suggests we
accustom ourselves to think about the
small and great gifts we receive daily, to
see the goodness and be grateful for all the
kindness. We should repeat to ourselves,
“Hodu LaHashem ki tov, ki leolam
chasdo.” When we habituate ourselves
to reflect in this manner, we will be able
to calmly repeat this mantra even when
we experience annoyances and see the
blessings in every situation, even in the
snags and delays.
30
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Rav Ahron Kotler, in Mishnas Rav Ahron
notes that getting involved in acts of chesed
is one of the most powerful ways to express
the tzelem Elokim within us. The mitzvah
of ‘clinging to Hashem’ is most fully
illustrated through building, encouraging
and helping others as opposed to isolating
on a mountain top in deep meditation.
Each person is a mini world. If the macro
world is predicated on chesed, how much
more so are our mini worlds.

Tzedakah is equated with
human kindness, it focuses on
the needs of the receiver
Rav Dessler in Michtav MeEliyahu quotes
Rav Yisrael Salanter extolling the greatness
of Chanoch who walked with Hashem.
Chazal teach us that Chanoch was a
shoemaker. He unified incantations of
holy names with each stitch he sewed. Rav
Salanter explains that Chanoch focused
on each thread to ensure it was fastened
in the finest way to provide maximum
comfort for the wearer. Spirituality is best

manifested through caring deeply for one
another.
Yet true chesed is not simply filling
someone’s lack, rather it is going
above and beyond for the other. The
Maharal,explains the difference between
tzedakah and chesed. Tzedakah is equated
with human kindness, it focuses on the
needs of the receiver. Chesed, on the
other hand, is when the giver has a desire
to give, even when the receiver is not
lacking, even if the receiver needs nothing
at all. Chazal teach that Iyov had his tent
open on all sides and would feed people
whatever they were used to eating. This
is tzedakah. Avraham Avinu however,
would feed people delicacies they had
never tasted, even if they did not ask for
it. We know that he prepared three beef
tongues for angels who had no need for
food whatsoever. This is chesed, giving
from a desire to give.
As we once again begin reading about the
creation of the world, let us be inspired
to recreate our personal worlds with not
only acts of tzedakah, but acts of true
chesed. We will thus feel uplifted as we
emulate Hashem in the most meaningful
way.

בס“ד

Trusted US/Israeli tax services for over 30 years

• U.S. Income Tax Returns
• Israeli Tax Returns
• Foreign Bank Reports (FBAR)
• IRS Audit Representation
• IRS Streamlined Program
• Corporate Tax Planning
• Estate and Trust Tax Planning
• $1400 U.S. Child Credit
• Investment Planning
• Bookkeeping Services
• Other Accounting Services
It’s never too late to ﬁle prior years’ tax returns!

02-999-2104 | 09-746-0623 | 03-527-3254
052-274-9999
Email: alan@ardcpa.com
www.ardcpa.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI JUDAH
OU-NCSY
MISCHEL Mashpiah,
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

Believe
We Can Fix

A

well-to-do business man brought
a swath of expensive material to a
tailor and was fitted for a new pair
of pants. When he returned to the tailor a
week later, the pants were not yet ready.
He came back another week later, and still,
the pants weren’t done. Week after week
the scene repeated itself, until finally, after
six weeks, the pants were done.
Though the customer was quite frustrated,
when he tried them on, the fit was
perfect, the tailor had done an excellent,
professional job. Satisfied with the final
product, he still couldn’t resist giving a
little shtuch, a parting jibe to the tailor:
“You know,” he remarked, “it took G-d only
six days to create the entire world… and it
took you six weeks to make just one pair
of pants!”
“Ahhhh….” said the tailor. “But look at this
pair of pants — and look at the world!”
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“Hashem took Man, vayanicheihu, ‘and
placed him’ in the Garden of Eden l’ovda
u-l’shomra, to work and to guard it”
(Bereishis, 2:15). Chazal explain that this
duality is a reference to the categories
of positive commandments (l’ovda) and
negative commandments (l’shomra) that
humanity would eventually receive as
guidance for creating and safeguarding
the world. L’ovda u-l’shomra are also
commandments related to ‘working for’
and ‘keeping’ Shabbos. We are meant to
‘work’ for six days in preparation for the
seventh day. When Shabbos arrives, we
are instructed to rest, thereby ‘guarding’,
or being ‘shomer’ Shabbos.

“We will do and we will hear,”
we actually committed to
being part-owners, baaleibatim over Torah
Rashi describes Hashem introducing Adam
haRishon to these responsibilities, “enticing
him b’dvarim na’im, with pleasant words”.
This implies that mankind needs some
prodding and encouragement to accept the
Divine challenge to work and safeguard
this world. Indeed, without perceiving
any Divine encouragement, it’s possible to
see work as a curse to be disdained, cruel
punishment and a necessary evil, or at

least an unfortunate inconvenience.
However, if we understand that we are
honored above all creatures to work for
the Creator, we can proactively embrace
our toil as the fulfillment of a greater
Divine plan. When we internalize the
fact that Hashem’s intention is to engage
us as ‘partners’ in Creation, that we are
to sustain the world together, not only is
our job bearable, but we can be highly
motivated to succeed. As empowered
‘shareholders’ in Olam haZeh, this world,
we will naturally take full responsibility
for it.

www.DailyMitzvot.org
Constant Mitzvot
1. Be faithful to the existence of God.
2. Acknowledge the unity of God and have
faithfulness that He is one, without any
partner.

SIGN UP FOR A DAILY MITZVAH

Rav Zelik Epstein zt’l, the wise Rosh
Yeshiva of Sha’ar HaTorah in Queens, NY
offered a parable relating to how we see
our relationship to Torah and Yidishkeit.
Imagine the difference between two
apartment buildings: one managed by the
owner, the other by a hired superintendent.
While both managers may be capable of
doing the job to protect and maintain the
buildings, there is a clear difference in how
they will respond when a problem arises.
No matter how careful and attentive the
hired superintendent may be, his response
is as an employee. While he may fulfil his
professional responsibilities completely,
the job is not personal.
The owner however, is vested in the long
term wellbeing of the building; it is actually
his. Taking care of an electrical problem
or plumbing issue is way beyond simply
fulfilling his responsibility to the tennents.
Es iz nit genug tzu zein nahr ‘shomrim’
oif der Torah, “It is not sufficient to be
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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‘superintendents’ of Torah;” mir darf zein
baalei batim oif der Torah, “we need to feel
as though we are ‘owners’ of the Torah.”

which letters the Rebbe would choose, and
to observe his hanhagah, the holy way that
he would fulfill the mitzvah.

It is not enough for us to learn, live, or
even dance with Torah. Even taking
responsibility and protecting the honor
of Torah does not fulfill our obligation. Ki
heim chayeinu, “Torah is our life and the
length of our days.” When we stood at Har
Sinai and proclaimed, Na’aseh V’nishmah,
“We will do and we will hear,” we actually
committed to being part-owners, baaleibatim over Torah.

The Rebbe looked at the words of the
last pasuk in the Torah: “And by all the
strong hand and awesome power asher
asah Moshe, that Moshe ‘had done’, l’eini
kol Yisrael before the eyes of all of Israel”
(Devarim, 34:12). When he raised his
hand and filled in the letters of the word
asah, “had done”, the Rebbe repeatedly
whispered the words of our Sedra, Asher
bara Elokim la’asos, “which G-d created to
do”. This is a reference to Hashem creating
the world in order for man “to do”—to
work, guard, to create and sustain.

As with Torah, so it is regarding our
place and role in this world. We are not
just employed as ‘superintendents’. We
are also personally vested as partners in
sustaining Creation:
“And G-d said, ‘Na’aseh Adam, let Us make
man in Our image, after Our likeness, and
they shall rule over all the earth…’” (1:26)

The great Tosher Rebbe, Rebbe Meshulam
Feish HaLevy Lowy, zy’a, once had the
opportunity to complete the writing of
a Sefer Torah. The scribe and Chasidim
gathered around the Tzadik to watch
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May our return to Sefer B'reishit empower
us with the confidence that we have the
wherewithal, the ability and materials,
to be Hashem’s partners in creating and
repairing the world. This new year may
we rise to the challenge of being Jews and
human beings: l’ovda u-l’shomrah, to work
for and defend humanity — to fulfil the
reason for G-d’s creation of this world:
la’asos, “to do”.
Our world needs quite a mending, and it
could use a good tailor. Let’s get to work!

Semicfiat efiatJ-e't !l'1tag1tam (SCP)
founded by R' Elyada Goldwicht

Do you find learning Halacha a grueling process?

Are you looking for a group of guys to learn with?
Do you want to finally understand why we do what we do?
Do you need thought provoking material that will interest your children?

:Jain tfie

t� t� t '}'tO-taing p1tactical fialacfia cfia6wta in tfie w.0-1tld!

SCP is a new and innovative halachic program carefully crafted for the needs
of the 21st century. With a specialized focus on the ethical meaning of the
Halacha, the program is rich with content that can easily be imparted to your
family.
Upon completion of each topic and successfully passing a written exam, every
member will receive Semichas Chaver Certificate of Accomplishment signed by:

Chief Rabbi Shlomo Amar and HaRav Hershel Schachter

New zman begins after Sukkos
English speaking locations
Yerushalyim
Efrat
Ramat Beit Shemesh
Ramat beit Shemesh - 3
Mishkafaim
Moddi'in
Ramot

Hebrew Speaking locations
Yerushlayim x3
Ra'anana
Rechovot
Petach Tikvah
Haifa
Giv'at Ze'ev
and more

For more information & to register: SemichatChaver@gmail.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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New weekly Parsha shiur
with Rav Meir Goldwicht
Rosh Yeshiva at Yeshiva University
WEDNESDAYS, 8:30PM ISRAEL TIME

Shiur will be given in easy Hebrew Great chance to improve your Hebrew
and be inspired at the same time!!
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/2244321902
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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The centerfold - the yearly zmanim (pages 37-44) can be pulled out and saved

2020 -2021 תשפ"א

5781 Zmanim

38

TORAH TIDBITS / B'REISHIT 5781

6 Cheshvan

13 Cheshvan

20 Cheshvan

Noach

Lech Lecha

Vayera

5 Kislev

12 Kislev

19 Kislev

26 Kislev

4 Tevet

11 Tevet

18 Tevet

25 Tevet

3 Shevat

10 Shevat

17 Shevat

24 Shevat

Toldot

Vayeitze

Vayishlach

Vayeshev

Miketz

Vayigash

Vayechi

Sh'mot

Vaera

Bo

Beshalach

Yitro

Chayei Sara 27 Cheshvan

29 Tishrei

Hebrew date

B'reishit

Parsha

5:33
5:38
5:44
5:50
5:56

Jan. 8-9

Oct. 16-17

4:16
Jan. 15-16 4:22
Jan. 22 -23 4:29
Jan. 29-30 4:35
Feb. 5-6
4:41

Havdala

6:41
6:34
5:28
5:23
5:19
5:16
5:15
5:15
5:16
5:19
5:23
5:27

Candles

Jerusalem

5:30
Oct. 23-24 5:22
Oct. 30-31 4:15
Nov. 6-7
4:10
Nov. 13-14 4:05
Nov. 20-21 4:02
Nov. 27-28 4:00
Dec. 4-5
4:00
Dec. 11-12 4:00
Dec. 18-19 4:03
Dec. 25-26 4:06
Jan. 1-2
4:11

English date

4:33
4:39
4:45
4:51
4:58

5:46
5:39
4:32
4:26
4:21
4:18
4:16
4:16
4:16
4:19
4:22
4:27

Candles

5:34
5:39
5:45
5:51
5:57

6:43
6:36
5:29
5:24
5:20
5:17
5:16
5:16
5:17
5:20
5:24
5:28

Havdala

Tel Aviv

4:34
4:40
4:47
4:53
4:59

5:47
5:40
4:33
4:27
4:23
4:20
4:18
4:18
4:18
4:21
4:24
4:29

Candles

5:35
5:41
5:47
5:52
5:58

6:43
6:36
5:30
5:25
5:21
5:19
5:17
5:18
5:19
5:22
5:25
5:30

Havdala

Beer Sheva

4:20
4:26
4:33
4:39
4:46

5:35
5:27
4:20
4:14
4:09
4:06
4:04
4:04
4:04
4:06
4:10
4:14

Candles

5:32
5:37
5:44
5:50
5:56

6:42
6:34
5:28
5:22
5:18
5:15
5:14
5:14
5:15
5:18
5:22
5:26

Havdala

Haifa

Candle Lighting Times for Shabbat
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Apr. 30May 1

May 7-8

29 Adar

7 Nisan

14 Nisan

15 NIsan

21 Nisan

28 Nisan

5 Iyar

12 Iyar

19 Iyar

VayakhelPikudei

Vayikra

Tzav

Day 1
Pesach

Shvii Shel
Pesach

Shmini

TazriaMetzora

Acharei
MotKedoshim

Emor

Behar26 Iyar
Bechukotai

Apr. 23-24

Apr. 16-17

Apr. 9-10

7:42
7:48
7:53
7:59
8:04

6:28
6:33
6:38
6:43
6:48

7:37

6:27
7:32
7:33

22 Adar

Ki Tisa

5:14
Mar. 26-27 6:19
Mar. 27-28 not
before
7:32
Apr. 2-3
6:23

15 Adar

Tetzave

Mar. 19-20

8 Adar

Terumah

6:02
6:07
6:12
6:17
6:22

4:47
Feb. 19-20 4:53
Feb. 26- 27 4:59
Mar. 5-6
5:04
Mar. 12-13 5:09

Feb. 12-13

1 Adar

Mishpatim

7:05

7:00

6:55

6:46
6:50

5:31
6:36
not
before
7:34
6:41

5:04
5:10
5:16
5:21
5:26

8:07

8:01

7:55

7:44
7:50

7:39

6:29
7:34
7:35

6:03
6:09
6:14
6:19
6:24

7:04

6:59

6:54

6:45
6:49

5:31
6:36
not
before
7:34
6:40

5:05
5:11
5:16
5:21
5:26

8:05

7:59

7:54

7:43
7:48

7:38

6:29
7:34
7:35

6:04
6:09
6:14
6:19
6:24

6:56

6:51

6:46

6:35
6:40

5:20
6:25
not
before
7:34
6:30

4:52
4:58
5:04
5:10
5:15

8:08

8:02

7:56

7:45
7:50

7:39

6:29
7:34
7:35

6:02
6:07
6:13
6:18
6:24
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2 Tammuz

9 Tammuz

16 Tammuz

23 Tammuz

1 Av

8 Av

Korach

Chukat

Balak

Pinchas

MatotMasei

Devarim

22 Av

29 Av

6 Elul

13 Elul

20 Elul

27 Elul

Eikev

Re'eh

Shoftim

Ki Teitze

Ki Tavo

Nitzavim

Va'etchanan 15 Av

June 4-5

25 Sivan

Sh'lach

8:26
8:22
8:17
8:06
8:04
7:56
7:47
7:38

May 28-29

Beha'alotcha 18 Sivan

7:10
July 23-24 7:06
July 30-31 7:02
Aug. 6-7
6:56
Aug. 13-14 6:49
Aug. 20-21 6:41
Aug. 27-28 6:33
Sept. 3-4
6:25

May 21-22

11 Sivan

Naso

July 16-17

July 9-10

July 2-3

June 25-26

June 18-19

June 11-12

May 16-17

6 Sivan

8:10
8:11
8:15
8:20
8:24
8:28
8:30
8:31
8:31
8:29

6:53
6:54
6:58
7:02
7:06
7:09
7:12
7:13
7:13
7:12

Shavuot

Havdala

Jerusalem
Candles

May 14-15

English date

4 Sivan

Hebrew date

Bemidbar

Parsha

7:27
7:24
7:19
7:11
7:04
6:57
6:49
6:40

7:10
7:12
7:15
7:19
7:23
7:27
7:29
7:30
7:31
7:30

Candles

8:29
8:25
8:19
8:13
8:06
7:58
7:49
7:40

8:12
8:14
8:18
8:23
8:27
8:30
8:33
8:34
8:34
8:32

Havdala

Tel Aviv

7:25
7:22
7:17
7:02
6:55
6:48
6:40
6:31

7:09
7:10
7:13
7:17
7:21
7:25
7:27
7:28
7:28
7:28

Candles

8:27
8:22
8:17
8:12
8:04
7:56
7:48
7:39

8:10
8:12
8:15
8:20
8:24
8:28
8:30
8:31
8:31
8:30

Havdala

Beer Sheva

7:18
7:15
7:10
7:04
6:57
6:49
6:41
6:32

7:01
7:02
7:06
7:10
7:14
7:18
7:20
7:22
7:22
7:21

Candles

8:30
8:26
8:20
8:14
8:07
7:58
7:49
7:40

8:13
8:15
8:19
8:24
8:29
8:32
8:35
8:36
8:35
8:34

Havdala

Haifa
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Shabbat Mevarchim (Molad)

Kiddush Levana

Tevet Wed. Dec. 16
Shevat Thurs. Jan. 14
Adar Fri. & Shabbat Feb. 12 & 13 Friday morning, 19 minutes and 4 chalakim after 06:00.
Nissan Sun. March 14

Iyar Mon. & Tues. April 12 & 13 Monday morning, 47 minutes and 6 chalakim after 07:00.
Sivan Wed. May 12
Tammuz Thurs. & Fri. June 10-11

Menachem Av Shabbat July 10 Friday evening, 59 minutes and 9 chalakim after 21:00.
Elul Sun. & Mon. Aug. 8 & 9

Vayeshev

Sh’mot

Yitro

Vayakhel -Pikudei

S’mini

Behar-Bechukotai

Sh’lach

Pinchas

Re-eh Aug. 7

5 Sivan/Motzei Shabbat May 15

4 Tammuz/ Sun. night June 13

5 Av/Tues. night July 13

4 Elul/ Wed. night Aug. 11

Sivan

Tammuz

Av

Elul

4 Adar/ Mon. night Feb. 15

Adar

4 Iyar/ Thurs. night April 15

4 Shevat/ Motzei Shabbat Jan. 16

Shevat

Iyar

5 Tevet/ Motzei Shabbat Dec. 19

Tevet

4 Nisan/ Tues. night Mar. 17

3 Kislev/ Wed. night Nov. 18

Kislev

Nisan

3 Cheshvan/Tues. night Oct. 20

Cheshvan

Earliest Kiddush Levana 3 Days after Molad

(Based on TorahCalc.com)

Kislev Tues. Nov. 17

Chayei Sara

8 Elul/ Sun. night Aug. 15

10 Av/ Sun. night June 18

8 Tammuz/ Thurs. night June 17

8 Sivan/ Tues. night May 18

8 Iyar/ Mon night. April 19

8 Nisan/ Motzei Shabbat Mar. 20

9 Adar/ Motzei Shabbat Feb. 20

8 Shevat/ Wed. night Jan. 20

8 Tevet/ Tues. night Dec. 22

7 Kislev/Wed. night Nov. 22

7 Cheshvan/ Motzei Shabbat Oct. 24

7 Days After Molad

15 Elul, Sun. Aug. 22, All night

14 Av, Thurs. July 22, All night

15 Tammuz, Thurs. June 24, All night

15 Sivan/ Tues. night ,May 25, All night

15 Iyar/ Mon. night April 26 , 2:32 am

13 Nisan/ Thurs. night Mar. 25 All night

14 Adar/ Thurs. Feb. 25, All night

15 Shevat/ Wed. night Jan. 27, All night

15 Tevet/ Tues. night Dec. 29, 9:56 pm

13 Kislev/ Sun. night November 29 , All night

Motzei Shabbat Oct. 31 9:07 pm

Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana Until..

Sunday morning, 43 minutes and 10 chalakim after 10:00.

Thursday morning, 15 minutes and 8 chalakim after 09:00.

Tuesday evening, 31 minutes and 7 chalakim after 20:00.

Saturday evening, 3 minutes and 5 chalakim after 19:00.

Wednesday evening, 35 minutes and 3 chalakim after 17:00.

Tuesday morning, 51 minutes and 2 chalakim after 04:00.

Sunday evening, 7 minutes and 1 chelek after 16:00.

[Was] Shabbat morning, 23 minutes and 0 chalakim after 03:00

Cheshvan
Sun. & Mon. Oct. 18 & 19

B'reishit

MOLAD

Rosh Chodesh

Shabbat Mevarchim
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Rosh Chodesh Sh'vat is Thursday Jan. 14
Tu B'Sh'vat is Wed.- Thurs. Jan 27-28

Shabbat Mevarchim is Parshat Yitro

The fast of Asara B'Tevet is on Friday Dec. 25
Fast begins at 5:19 am and ends at 5:02 pm
(Yerushalayim). However, we wait until
Kiddush is recited to break the fast.

Shabbat Mevarchim is Parshat Sh'mot

Shevat

Shabbat Mevarchim is Parshat Chayei Sara

Sunday Oct. 25 Clocks are changed, (Motzei
Shabbat Parshat Noach) at 2:00 am to 1:00 am

Motzei Shabbat Oct. 24 : In Maariv we begin
saying  ותן טל ומטרin Israel

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan is Sunday and
Monday , Oct. 18-19

Cheshvan

Rosh Chodesh Tevet is Dec. 16

Tevet

Shabbat Mevarchim is Parshat B'reishit

Tishrei

Shabbat Mevarchim is Vayakhel-Pikudei

Al Hanisim and Kriat HaTorah on Shabbat,
Mishloach Manot and Seudah on Sunday
Feb. 28

Jerusalem : "Purim Meshulash" :Megillah
Thursday night and Friday, Matanot L'evyonim
on Friday

Purim - Feb 25 - Feb. 26 Outside Jerusalem

Ta'anit Esther is on Thursday Feb. 25
Begins 4:59 am - Ends at 6:01 pm but one
should wait until after Megillah

Rosh Chodesh Adar is on Feb. 12-13

Adar

Shabbat Mevarchim is Parshat Vayeshev

Chanukah is celebrated
from Dec. 10 at night until Dec. 18

Rosh Chodesh Kislev is Tuesday November 17

Kislev

Month by Month Highlights

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Lag Ba'omer is Thurs. night Fri. Apr 29-30
(18 Iyar)				

Pesach Sheni is on Monday Apr. 16 (14 Iyar)

Shabbat Mevarchim is Parshat Pinchas

Tisha B'av begins Motzei Shabbat July 17Sunday July 18

Fast of 17 Tammuz: Sunday June 27 Begins
4:08, Ends 8:19 pm

Shabbat Mevarchim is Parshat Re'eh

Fast Begins with sunset on Shabbat at 7:49 pm
(one should begin the fast a bit before that
time)		

Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av is Shabbat July
10

Av

Rosh Chodesh Tammuz is on Thurs - Fri June
10-11

Tammuz

Shabbat Mevarchim is Shabbat Parshat Shmini Shabbat Mevarchim is Parshat BeharBechokotai

Yom Yerushalayim, 28 Iyar, Sun. night- Monday
Yom Hashoa - observed Wed. - Thurs. April 7-8 May 9-10

Pesach begins Sat. night Mar. 27 and
ends Sat. night April 3		

Friday March 26 at 2 am the clock moves
forward to 3 am		

Biur Chametz is Friday morning Mar. 26

Yom Ha'azmaut is observed Wed. night and
Thurs. Apr. 14-15			

Yom HaZikaron is observed on Tues night and
Wed. April 13-14		

Fast of First Born and Siyum Thursday Mar. 25

Bedikat Chametz is Thursday Night Mar. 25
after dark			

Rosh Chodesh Iyar is on Monday and Tuesday
Apr. 12 - 13		

Iyar

Rosh Chodesh Nisan is on Sunday Mar. 14

Nisan

First Ashkenaz Slichot: Motzei Shabbat Aug. 28

Rosh Chodesh Elul is on Sunday and Monday
Aug 8 - 9

Elul

Shabbat Mevarchim is Parshat Sh'lach

Shavuot begins Sun night May 16- Monday
May 17

Rosh Chodesh Sivan is on Wed. May 12

Sivan

CHESED4U

Are you an Oleh resident of Jerusalem and feel unconnected?
Would you like a call, a friend or a study partner?
Are you in need of assistance with obtaining food, medicine or
other essentials? We will do our best to assist you.
Contact Tziporah:
053-610-0494 or tpronman@ouisrael.org

ZOOM4U

Are you missing out on events, shiurim, or social meetings?
Do you have a computer, laptop or smartphone
and internet connection and want to learn how
to use zoom? We have volunteers that will
help you learn.
contact Chana:
050-229-4951/cspivack@ouisrael.org
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

02-560-9110

Linking our Lives2gether
for active single Olim, ages 60-75

Presents a new weekly get-together:

SUNDAYS AT 7:00PM

Each week, a different subject will be
presented by our members and guests.
Join us for a virtual night out.
For Zoom address and password contact

Chana Spivack

cspivack@ouisrael.org or
050-229-4951
22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM
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l

02-560-9110

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Calling all Children Grades 1-5!
Join OU Israel for some Pre-Shabbos Ruach!!!

PARSHAT NOACH KIDS’ KOLLEL
FREE
OF CHARGE

Thursday, October 22, 4:00pm
- Learn hands-on about the Parsha as we meet farmer Miriam Schechter and
go on a virtual tour of her farm up north to meet some of the Teiva animals.
- Join us for some other exciting Parsha activities!
Register at www.ouisrael.org/events/noachkids
Zoom link - https://zoom.us/j/87159465384

OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG l 02-5609110
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU Israel at
SUN, OCT 18
9:00 AM

Rabbi David Walk

Online Shiurim & Programs
TUE, OCT 20

MON, OCT 19
9:15 AM

Mrs. Pearl Borow is part of the

9:00 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

Cheshvan Seminar (see below)
https://zoom.us/j/86951202844

10:15 AM

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

9:15 AM

11:45 AM

Tapestries (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/98629920642

Rabbi Aharon Adler

The Giants who Shaped
Modern Orthodoxy
https://zoom.
us/j/403831319

11:30 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

Mishlei:
Wisdom for Life (L’Ayla)
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

*L’AYLA CLASSES
ARE FOR
WOMEN ONLY

10:30 AM

Rav Soloveitchik on the Parsha
https://zoom.us/j/700303855

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Minchat Chinuch https://
zoom.us/j/89983298537

Mrs. Shira Smiles Torah

10:30 AM

Ethics, Family and Society
in the writings of
Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook
and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.us/j/81925157325

Parshat HaShavua https://
zoom.us/j/195174554

7:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

9:00 PM

Rabbi Sam Shor Penimiut

HaTorah- Inspiration from the
Masters of Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00AM-12:45PM
Special Event

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan
Seminar for Women Focusing on
the Middah of Chessed https://
zoom.us/j/86951202844

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

2:00 PM

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

5:00 PM

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz
(L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

MISSED A CLASS?

You can watch the recording
at www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
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in the comfort of your Home
WED, OCT 21

THURS, OCT 22

9:00 AM

10:15 AM

Halacha and Medina https://
zoom.us/j/6878683646

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/615813416

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

10:15 AM

Rabbi Anthony Manning
Contemporary Issues in
Halacha & Hashkafa https://
zoom.us/j/460662359

11:30 AM

Rabbi Alan Kimche
Great Jewish Thinkers
https://zoom.
us/j/772450422

7:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Halacha https://zoom.
us/j/709706986

8:30 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:30 AM

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages
of Chazal https://zoom.
us/j/488542635

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

8:00 PM

Rabbi Ari Kahn.
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009

Rabbi Ezra Friedman

Practical Kashrut https://
zoom.us/j/698124792

8:30 PM

Rav Meir Goldwicht

(Hebrew) Parshat Hashavua
https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

Special Event
4:00PM

Parshat Noach Kids’ Kollel
https:/ zoom.
us/j/87159465384

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER

47

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

I

n the very first comment offered by
Rashi on Chumash we read:

R’ Yitzchak said: The Torah which is the
book of Law for the Jewish People should
have commenced with the verse (Exodus
12:2) “This month shall be unto you the first
of the months” which is the first mitzvah
given to the Jewish People. What is the
reason, then, that it commences with the
account of the Creation? Because of the
thought expressed in the text (Psalms 111:6)
“He declared to His people the strength of
His works (i.e. He gave an account of the
work of Creation), in order that He might
give them the heritage of the nations.” For
should the nations of the world say to Am
Yisrael , “You are thieves, because you took
by force the lands of the seven nations of
Canaan”, the People of Israel may reply
to them, “All the earth belongs to the Holy
One, blessed be He; He created it and gave
it to whom He pleased. When He willed
He gave it to them, and when He willed He
took it from them and gave it to us” (Yalkut
Shimoni on Torah 187).
One of the great religious personalities
of the pre-state Yishuv and early years of
Medinat Yisrael, was the Ohalei Yaakov
of Tel Aviv, Rabbi Yaakov Friedman, zt’l,
the Admor of Husiyatin zy’a. The Rebbe
of Husiyatin, was fortunate to make
aliya from Poland, just ahead of the Nazi
onslaught, settling in Tel Aviv in 1938,
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where he lived until his passing in 1954.
Within the Rebbe’s beautiful teachings
we not only find depth and inspiration,
but are often given a glimpse of this very
challenging period in Jewish history.
In the opening teaching recorded in
the Sefer Ohalei Yaakov, the Rebbe asks
an obvious question on this very first
comment of Rashi. The Rebbe asks:
And if the nations of the world do not value
and believe in the Torah as the word of G-d,
then what difference will the fact that the
Torah begins with the story of our Avot and
the promise Hashem made to them that the
Land will be an eternal inheritance to their
descendants, the Jewish People, come to
make?
...Rather, the message is clearly intended
as a source of chizuk for the Jewish People
themselves! When the nations of the world
turn toward us and declare, you have no
legitimate claim to this land, we must
have the confidence and fervent belief to
know that indeed HaKadosh Baruch Hu
did bequeath this sacred Land to us, that
indeed despite the claims of the nations of
the world, the Land of Israel does indeed

belong to the Jewish People....
Though the Rebbe initially shared these
thoughts in 1939, in the midst of the near
decimation of the Jewish People, and
the continuing struggle to build a future
Jewish State in Eretz Yisrael; even today,
more than eighty years later, the Rebbe’s
insight continues to hold true. In these
challenging times, we are also witnessing
incredible change as many nations once
determined to challenge the validity of
our claim to our ancient homeland, have
suddenly initiated diplomatic channels
with Medinat Yisrael. When Am Yisrael is
unflinching in our legitimate belief to our
eternal connection to this sacred Land as
promised to us by HaShem Yitbarach, then
indeed we can overcome any nation who
makes claims to the contrary.
Yehi Ratzon, may each of us heed the
Rebbe’s words, and be blessed with the
faith and confidence to clearly articulate
that Am Yisrael is inextricably bound to
Eretz Yisrael, through the eternal covenant
that Hashem enacted with our illustrious
Avot V’Imahot. May we merit to continue
to see this beautiful Land and her people
blossom, prosper and thrive.

Baka – Penthouse 220sqm, private
entrance, private elevator, 4 exposures,
central, quiet – 7,700,000nis
Baka – Stand alone arab house
200/255sqm + building rights –
9,900,000nis
052-3202488
Michael

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

The Proper
Form to
Immerse
Utensils- Part 1
What constitutes a kosher mikvah for
utensils?
The Gemara in Avodah Zarah 75b
compares the immersion of a woman
for family purity to immersing utensils.
Many early authorities (Tosfot ibid; Sma”k
199) understand this comparison to
mean that only a mikvah with a volume
of 40 se’ah (approx. 333 Liters according
to the most lenient opinion) of rain
water is considered kosher to immerse
utensils, just as is required for a woman’s
immersion. However, the Tur (YD 120)
brings a different opinion that there is
no need to be so stringent, and a smaller
mikvah of rain water should be sufficient
to immerse utensils. The Shulchan Aruch
(YD 120:2) and later authorities (see Aruch
Hashulchan YD 120:10) agree with the
majority opinion that in order to immerse
utensils, a mikvah of a minimum of 40
se’ah is required. Many communities have
a special mikvah adjacent to their main
mikvah for immersing utensils. Utensils
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may also be immersed in a women’s
mikvah. Regarding immersing utensils
in a lake, sea or ocean, it is generally
permitted to immerse in such bodies of
water. (See Beit Yosef and Shulchan Aruch
YD 201:5.) However, other factors need to
be considered when immersing utensils
in a natural body of water, and therefore
a competent halachic authority should be
consulted. (See Responsa Chatam Sofer YD
202; Yabia Omer YD 8:18.)
Total immersion
Another comparison between family
purity and tevilat kelim is found in a ruling
by the Chochmat Adam (73:15). Just as a
person must be completely submerged
under water in order for the immersion
to be kosher, so too utensils must be fully
submerged. In addition, one is not allowed
to immerse parts of the body separately.
The Chochmat Adam rules that since our
Sages compare a woman’s immersion
to tevilat keilim, a utensil must also be
immersed all at once. Immersing part of
a utensil and then flipping it around does
not qualify as kosher immersion. The

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

Chochmat Adam’s ruling is accepted by
later poskim (Ben Ish Chai vol. 2, Matot;
Halichot Olam vol. 7, p.253).
In many mikvaot with deep water, it is
common to find plastic baskets next to
the mikvah for ease of immersion. These
baskets may be used as long as multiple
utensils are not stacked one on top of the
other in a manner that will not allow water
to enter all areas of the utensils.
Removing stickers and residue
In the laws of family purity, a woman is
not allowed to immerse with anything
that comes between her body and the
water. Similarly, when immersing
utensils, all stickers, labels and tags
must be removed before immersion. If
it is difficult to remove the residue from
the stickers, one should use hot water
or chemicals to remove it completely.
If, after serious cleaning, minor residue
is still left on the utensil, the Shulchan
Aruch (120:13) rules that it may be
immersed. In a case where the utensil
was immersed with stickers, immersion
should be repeated after the stickers

have been completely removed (Sefer
HaKashrut p.117; Sefer Tevilat Keilim 5:3.)
When repeating immersion, the bracha
should be recited a second time. (Sefer
Tevilat Keilim p.72 cites this ruling in the
name of Rav Yitzchak Yaacov Weiss and
Rav Shmuel Halevi Wosner.)
In a case where a utensil has been used
prior to immersion and has residue of
burnt food or fats stuck on it, the utensil
must be completely cleaned before
immersion (Ben Yisrael L’Amim 12:16).
However, rust or discoloration that has
no substance and cannot be removed
does not affect the immersion of a utensil
(Darchei Teshuva 120:100).

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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B'CHODSHO

Between
Heaven
and Earth

S

ometimes, what the Torah doesn’t say
is as important as what it says. Such
is the case with two omissions in the
Torah’s description of Creation.
The Torah marks the completion of each
phase of Creation with the phrase, “וירא
אלקים כי טוב, and God saw that it was good.”
On two occasions, however, this phrase is
conspicuously absent. It is omitted on Day
Two of Creation when Hashem separates
Heaven and Earth and, once again, when
the Torah discusses the creation of man.

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN

Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath
Torah, Englewood NJ

The approach of many scholars to the second omission of וירא אלקים כי טוב, in connection with the creation of man, is particularly meaningful as we move away from the
Yamim Noraim. The verdict on man, these
authorities maintain, is “still out.” Manuniquely endowed with free will- is not declared “good” upon his formation. He must
earn that title through his own actions.
Many years ago, however, it occurred to
me that another approach is also possible.
Perhaps the two omissions in the Creation
narrative are, in fact, deeply connected.

Scholars across the ages have offered
various explanations for these omissions...

I would like to suggest that Hashem’s
separation of Heaven and Earth is not
labeled “good” in the Torah, simply
because that separation is not good. God
wants Heaven and Earth to be connected.
He desires that each of these two realms
affect one another. Why, then, does
HaShem separate these domains?

Noting that  וירא אלקים כי טובactually appears
twice on Day Three of Creation, Rashi explains that HaShem begins the task of separating independent domains from each
other on Day Two, when He divides Heaven
and Earth. The overall task of separating
such domains, however, is only completed
on the third day, with the further division
of the land from the sea. Thus, וירא אלקים כי
 טובis held until Day Three, and recorded
only when the overall task is complete.

To challenge man. As a partner with
God in creation, man is tasked with the
reunification of heaven and earth. We
are meant to re-connect that which God
separated on the second day. Our task is
to be מקדש שם שמים, to bring God into the
world by living in accordance with His
will. Every mitzva that we do, every act of
chesed and justice that we perform, lessens
the gap between Heaven and Earth. And,
as that gap closes, we all draw closer to
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the point when God will say about man’s
creation: “it is good.”

We are not meant to escape our
internal conflict by rejecting
either aspect of our being
This explanation is consistent with
Judaism’s general approach to the nature
of man. Other faith traditions preach that
sanctity in this world can only be found
through retreat from physical pleasures.
Rejecting such retreat, our tradition sees
man’s uniqueness as stemming from our
formation “מן העליונים ומן התחתונים, from the
upper and the lower spheres.” We are
created “dust of the earth,” into which God
divinely breaths “a living soul.”
Man is a creature in conflict. We are part
of the animal kingdom with its natural
urges and drives. At the same time, we
reach towards the heavens through
spirituality, art, poetry, music and more.
We are not meant to escape our internal
conflict by rejecting either aspect of our
being. Instead, we are meant to embrace
the inevitable struggle. Our physical being
and our spiritual potential are both gifts
from God. Our task is to unite the two
through the sanctification of life in this
physical world. Our challenge is to unite
Heaven and Earth, every day, in our lives.
As we begin our year together, never has
this challenge been so clearly defined.
While we cannot hope to answer why
HaShem has thrust the world into a global
pandemic, we can identify what He wants

For information on magnificent stand alone homes in
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863

Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka)
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.
Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces.
160 sqm brand new. Fantastic deal. 4,550,000 NIS!!!

Old Katamon
New apartment in a new building. Ready in less
than 6 months. Excellent location, close to Emek
Refaiim & Shteibalach. 109 sqm of living space, 3
bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms. 8 sqm terrace from
the living room (all sukkah). Shabbat elevator. 2
registered parking spots & storage. 3,700,000 NIS.
Fantastic garden apt in Old Katamon. High ceilings,
authentic Jerusalem stone building, registered
garden, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 4,800,000 NIS.
Finished Tama 38 project, 144 sqm, two Shabbat
elevators, partial sukkah terrace parking and
storage. Was 5,000,000 NIS now 4,600,000 NIS.
115 sqm, new apartment, with 50 sqm registered
garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS.

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7
doorman. 145 sqm on one floor , facing garden, 3
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.
Beautiful apt in Talbiya, 107 sqm. Fully renovated
with high end finishings- underfloor heating/central
air, elevator, terrace, shared parking. Close to the
Old City, Mamilla, First Station. Was 4,400,000 NIS
now 4,000,000 NIS.

German Colony
100 sqm apt in a new project ready in 2 years. 50
sqm registered garden, parking. 4,500,000 NIS.
160 sqm on one floor, 2nd floor in small luxury
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat
elevator, views, lots of light. 8,500,000 NIS.
054-723-3863
Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Tel: 054-723-3863 · etamorrisrealty.co.il
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from us. As with all trials in life, He wants
us to meet our shared challenges together,
in a way that sanctifies His name.

Our time can be much better
spent focusing on ourselves
and finding ways to foster
own development
This effort, however, can be extremely
difficult. With no end to the situation in
sight, we find ourselves feeling increasingly
isolated, increasingly anxious, increasingly
frustrated. Disagreements are intensified;
fuses grow shorter; we tend to lash out
more quickly. Friendships are tested;
families are under stress; it’s only natural
to find someone else to blame…
And yet, one by one, we can turn things
around. If Covid teaches us anything at all,
it teaches us how connected we really are.
We cannot control the actions of others,
but we certainly can control our own.
On a personal level, disputes can be defused
from the outset if we learn to “agree to

Shoshana Dekel, M.S.W. -

Individual & Couple/Family therapy
Clinical Social Worker
& Certified Couple/Family Therapist
20 years experience
Languages: English & Hebrew
as mother tongue

Private clinic in Rechovot
Online therapy optional upon request
Tel: 0549263636
E-mail: shoshpashosh@gmail.com
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disagree.” As strongly as we feel about an
issue, others feel strongly otherwise. We
can argue our positions passionately, yet
still be strong enough to end the discussion
respectfully, before things start becoming
personal. Relationships are too precious
to risk by reacting unthinkingly, at a time
when we are all under stress.
Communally, we have every right to object
when others fail to follow the rules that
protect us all. We also have the right to
speak out against such behavior, in settings
and forums where our words can make a
concrete difference. Beyond those settings,
however, spending our personal time
discussing the behavior of others- over
whom we, personally, have no controlserves little purpose. Such discussions
only increase the rancor in the air around
us. Our time can be much better spent
focusing on ourselves and finding ways to
foster own development.
B’ezrat HaShem, the pandemic will endand we will, once again, be faced with the
challenge of living with each other. The
less animosity we feel and project today,
the easier our shared path in the future.
Ultimately, our way out of the darkness
will only be found together.
More than ever, now is the time to unite
Heaven and Earth; to act in a way that will
make God proud. And if we are successful,
perhaps HaShem will be moved to mercy
as He delivers upon us the verdict וירא אלקים
כי טוב.
Rabbi Goldin is the author of the OU press
volumes “Unlocking the Torah Text,” and
“Unlocking the Haggada.

THE DAILY BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR
PORTION

Congratulations
on Creation
ְאת ָה ָא ֶרץ
ֵ ׁש ַמיִם ו
ָּ אשית ָּב ָרא ֱאל ִֹהים ֵאת ַה
ִׁ ב ֵר.ְּ
In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth. (Gen. 1:1)
A special name is given to the Shabbat on
which we read this first parasha, Shabbat
Bereshit. The Lubavitcher Rebbe said that
this Shabbat influences the entire year: “All
the days of the year – weekdays, Shabbatot,
and festivals, as well as events in the life of
an individual, all receive light and vitality
from Shabbat B'reishit.”
In this first parasha, we read how
everything was created: the world, the
solar system, the animal kingdom, human
beings, and the weekly day of rest –
Shabbat.
In October 2015, a few days before Shabbat
B'reishit, Rabbi Eitam Henkin z"l and his
wife Naama z"l were murdered in a driveby terror shooting. She was a graphic artist
and also a poet. In her poem “Miracle,” she

describes the atmosphere of the tranquility
of Shabbat entering the world as being
miraculous. These special moments are
first described in this parasha and recur
every week.
And every week
the sun sets behind the trees
darkness falls, and a great light
miraculously appears
finding us, a herd of lost souls
standing in line to receive
our additional portion of spirituality.
And every week
Shabbat descends and gathers us to
her breast
accepts our souls
marked by the travails of six days of
toil
to separate the holy from the
mundane.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon

In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm,
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan,
asking $2,550,000
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER
In the coming cycle of Parshat Hashavua
I am humbled and proud, be"H, to share
teachings from Rav Yosef Dov HaLevi
Soloveitchik zt"l (1903-1993). For many of
us in our community 'the Rav' continues to
serve as the inspirational figure who guides
us to a path of dedication to Torah study,
chesed, and devotion to the Land of Israel.

Insurgence in
the Garden

T

hey were clearly warned by the
Almighty not to eat from the Etz
Hada’at, the Tree of Knowledge.
However, as we know well, Adam and
Chava woefully succumb to their desire
and eat from the forbidden fruit.
What was so alluring that propelled them
to sin?
Many interpretations have been offered
regarding the sin of the Etz Hada’at. Rabbi
Yosef Dov Soloveitchik zt”l (1903-1993)
framed the issue this way: “What was
the substance of the original sin? Prima
facie, Adam simply wished to acquire a
little intelligence. Why was that culpable?”
(Noraot Harav, Vol. 9, p.71)

The Rav suggested that
Chava were not drawn
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Adam and
to acquire

more knowledge, rather, they wanted
something else - they wanted to be the
ones to determine what is good and
what is evil. “They themselves wanted to
determine what constitutes a crime and
what does not constitute a crime; what is
culpable and what is good; what is morally
deserving and what is immoral. In a word,
man wanted to write his own moral code.
This was man’s rebellion against God. Man
was unwilling to submit himself to God’s
commandments.”
Citing the Rambam’s Moreh Nevuchim
(1:2), the Rav pointed out that the effect
of the forbidden fruit was that it induced
tov ve’rah, good and evil. It does not say
that the effect was emet ve’sheker, truth
and falsehood. Apparently it was precisely
in the domain of good and evil that man
wanted to have control.1
1 The Torah describes Chava's interface
with the Tree of Knowledge: “And the
woman perceived that the tree was good for
eating an that it was a delight (ta’avah) to
the eyes, and that the tree was desirable as
a means of wisdom (le’haskil), and she took
the fruit and ate…” (3:6). The combination of
ta'avah, that she was drawn to it in a lustful
manner and its wisdom (le’haskil) - seems
to support the Rav’s formulation that Chava
and Adam wanted to be decisors of good
and bad in the areas that they desired (for
a detailed exposition of the terms employed

The first man, emblematic of all
humankind, wished to write his own moral
code. He asked, “Why must I be bound by
doctrines and practices that run counter to
my sensibilities and logic?”
In a word, this was a rebellion against the
will of the Divine and His code for living.
One particular psalm recited on the night
of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur (and
daily on the first day of the week) gives
voice to the idea of God’s Mastery over the
world. It famously opens by stating: “The
earth is the Lord’s and all it contains.”
The Rav was intrigued by a verse that
appears at the end of this psalm (24):
“The gates should raise their heads, open
the doors of eternity and allow the King
of Dignity to enter.” Two distinct terms
are employed : Sha’ar (gate) and Petach
(opening). How do they differ? The Rav
answered that there are nations that have
shut the gates on allowing faith in God to
enter their surroundings. The Rav cited
examples of communist Russia and China
where God was completely barred from
these cultures: “Marxism expresses itself
through its denial of God’s sovereignty and
its substitution of man’s sovereignty in
place of God’s.”
However, there are countries where the
gates are not closed. There is no gate at all.
They have an opening for God. A petach
surely exits - but the opening is so narrow
that God cannot easily enter. “Their concept
of divinity is so narrow, so middle class, so
selfish and so superficial, that God does
in this verse see ‘The Emergence of Ethical
Man’, Chapter 6 pp. 95-128)

not wish to squeeze through this opening.”
(Ibid. p.82) The Rav refers to the culture of
Western societies that have also rebelled
against God. “They have rebelled against
morality, against the fact that the human
being being must surrender himself to God
and give God his full obedience. (Ibid p.83)
In this context the Rav made the observance that Rosh Hashanah is arguably
the most exalted day in the calendar in
that it sets in place the basic principles of
emunah, faith. The celebrated motif of the
day is expressing our relationship to our
one and only King and the coronation of
our Ruler - Ve’yitnu lecha keter meluchah,
‘Give God the crown of sovereignty.’ (Noraot
HaRav, Vol. 9, p 61)
With these words a Jew declares that God
is the Creator who prescribes the code of
behavior for all of nature - and that God
has the right to prescribe the patterns of
behavior for man as well. This is exactly
how we ‘place the crown on the head of
the King.’ Namely, when our actions are in
service to the King and we are dedicated to
fulfilling His Divine Will.
The Rav once related the following personal
story which exemplifies this notion in an
address on Conversion in 1975:
“The Torah summons the Jew to live
heroically. We cannot allow a married
woman, no matter how tragic the
case is, to remarry without a get.
We cannot allow a kohen to marry a
giyoret [convert]. Sometimes these
cases are very tragic. I know this from
my own experience. I had a case in
Rochester, N.Y. of a gentile girl who
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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became a giyoret ha-zedek [righteous
convert] before she met the boy. She
did not join the nation because she
wanted to marry somebody. Then
she met a Jewish boy who came from
an alienated background and had
absolutely no knowledge of Yahadut
[Judaism] . She brought him close to
Yahadut and they became engaged.
Since he was now close to Yahadut,
the boy wanted to find out more about
his family, so he visited the cemetery
where his grandfather was buried.
He saw a strange symbol on the
tombstone - ten fingers with thumbs
and forefingers nearly forming a
triangle. So he began to ask - he
thought it was a mystical symbol - and
he discovered that he was a kohen.
What can we do? This is the halacha.
A kohen may not marry a convert
[Shulchan Aruch, Even Ha-ezer 6:8]. We
surrender to the will of the Almighty.
On the other hand, to say that the
halacha is not sensitive to problems
and is not responsive to the needs of
people is an outright falsehood. The
halacha is responsive to the needs of
both the community and the individual. However, the halacha has its own
orbit, moves at a certain definitive
speed, has its own pattern of responding to a challenge, and possesses its
own criteria and principles.
I come from a rabbinical house - the
bet ha-Rav. This is the house into
which I was born. Believe me, Reb
Chaim used to try his best to be meikil
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[lenient in his halachic decisions]. But
there were limits even to Reb Chaim’s
kulot [lenient rulings]. When you
reach the boundary line, all you can
say is: “I surrender to the will of the
Almighty.”
With sadness in my heart, I shared in
the suffering of the poor young girl.
She was instrumental in bringing him
back to the fold and then she had to
lose him. She lost him. She walked
away.” (The Rav Vol. 2 Rabbi Rakeffet
pp. 35-36)
Just a few short weeks ago we recited
the soaring malchuyot prayers of Rosh
Hashanah which center around the very
notion of fully accepting God and His will.
The Rav was quick to point out that there
is an uplifting and ennobling motif intertwined in these prayers, namely, the faith
Judaism has in man. With all of man’s faults
and shortcomings he uplifts himself and
reaches for holiness. “It [Judaism] believes
that man will finally change, and man on
his own accord will recognize his folly and
will begin to strive for God and move towards God.” (Noraot HaRav, ibid. p.73).
A striking statement penned by the
Rambam in his ‘Laws of Teshuva’ expresses
this idea: “The Torah has already promised
that, ultimately, Israel will repent towards
the end of her exile and, immediately,
she will be redeemed…” (Hilchot Teshuva
7:5). Along these same lines the Rambam
interpreted the verse toward the end of the
Torah, “You shall return to Hashem”, not
as a command but rather as a guarantee
and as a promise!

God’s faith in man’s ability to return is
spotlighted during the episode of Adam
and Chava following their sin. After their
disastrous downfall, Adam and Chava
quickly fashion clothing for themselves.
They now realize that they are naked
and pick fig leaves to cover their bodies.
The Talmud (Sanhedrin 70b) claims that
these leaves came from the very tree with
which they sinned. According to the Rav,
the act of taking its leaves represented
the idea that they now “identified with
the hedonic pseudo-personality that they
had created through eating the fruit.”
(‘Chumash Mesorat HaRav, Bereishis’
p.35). In other words, man and woman
had further distanced themselves from
God, preferring to indulge in pleasures
and self indulgence.
The Rav taught that the Torah affirms
that although man veers from the will of
the Almighty, and even worse is guilty of
rebelling against His word, the Almighty
never forsakes or gives up on man. The
Rav cites the following striking midrash
conveying this notion (B'reishit Rabbah
20:21).
“And the Lord God made for Adam and
for his wife coats of skin.” Following their
transgression, once Adam and Chava had
made clothing for themselves, why was it
necessary for God to offer them another
set of clothing? One explanation in Rashi
is that these were warmer clothing that
protected them from the cooler weather.
However, the midrash offers a radically
different reading. In the Torah scroll of
Rabbi Meir the word עור, skin or leather,
was spelled with an aleph אור, meaning

light. God had provided a light for man
and woman which was meant to shine
and illuminate their true essence. God has
faith in man. Man has been imbued with
the fortitude and resilience to accentuate
his positive and ethical inclinations. Man
will eventually express his loyalty to his
Creator. (Yemei Zikaron pp. 204-208)
The Rav’s Lesson
Two significant ‘beginnings’ mark these
special days in the Jewish calendar: The
observance of the New Year and the
commencing of the reading of the cycle
of Kriat HaTorah. Both share a common
motif.
The days of Rosh Hashanah are meant to
reawaken within us a deep and lasting
awareness of God’s sovereignty. It
demands of us that we affirm an absolute
dedication to His will and gear our lives
fully to fulfilling His word.
The other ‘beginning’ we engage in at the
time is recommencing the cycle of the
Kriat HaTorah. We begin by reading about
the tragic insurgency in the Garden of
Eden. The episode relays a story of desire man own’s desire to follow his own wants
because he alone wishes to determine
‘good and bad’.
The Torah begins with this foundational
lesson: Surrender to the Halacha, the will
of God, which enhances and ennobles the
life of the Jew. This is an essential quality
in becoming a “Halachic Man”. When we
heroically hold fast to Divine truth we
attain sanctity and forge a union with the
Almighty Himself.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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DIVREI MENACHEM

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF

Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

Ma Rabu
Ma’asechah!

Torah and the Throne of Glory were
created. The Torah [was created], for it
is written, ‘The Lord created me at the
beginning of His course’ (Mishle 8:22)”.

P

Or we might be searching for an
explanation of Creation ex nihilo which,
on the surface, contradicts the well-known
and accepted laws of nature, such as the
law of conservation of energy.

arshat B'reishit has a charm of
its own, if that’s a suitable way of
expressing it – for we are bound
to turn our thoughts once again to the
marvel of Creation. Scientists abound
today in their efforts to figure out how the
world began: The Bing Bang, black holes
and black matter, the expansion of the
universe, the fundamental building blocks
of matter, energy and matter, and string
theory – you name it!
Not surprisingly, out there are scientists
who are orthodox, practicing Jews who
have devoted time to reconciling scientific
approaches to Creation with the Torah’s
account of this enigmatic and mysterious
occurrence. Several books on this subject
are out there with interesting titles that
include “The Science of Torah,” “In the
Beginning,” and “The Creation According to
Midrash Rabbah.”
The field is fascinating in and of itself. By
way of a teaser, the Midrash (B'reishit 3)
asserts that six things preceded the creation
of the world: “Some of them were actually
created, while the creation of others was
already contemplated. For example, the
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We shall here borrow an interesting
revelation on the compatibility of
Torah and science extracted from a
paper delivered by Mordechai Olesky,
an agriculturist, in the Fourth Miami
International Conference on Torah and
Science, December 2001, and reprinted in
the journal B’Or Hatorah, 2004.
The author compares the Torah’s
account of the planet earth’s building
blocks, namely, fire, air, water and earth,
alluded to in the first ten verses of our
Parsha, with the primary forces of nature
that determine the abundance and
distribution of life, namely, the sun (and
the energy it provides), the wind currents,
the hydrological cycle, and soil. Aspects
of these latter phenomena interact in
the carbon cycle – the dual processes of
photosynthesis and respiration.
Notably, the reactants of photosynthesis
are carbon dioxide, water, and sunlight, in

the presence of chlorophyll. Of particular
note to our discussion is that the total
number of protons in a single molecule
of water is ten – the number of utterances
with which the world was, and continues
to be created (Rosh Hashana 32a) – and in
carbon dioxide, twenty-two, corresponding
to the number of letters in the Hebrew
alphabet, of which the divine utterances
are composed. Olesky’s mathematical
formula for photosynthesis reveals, in
addition, that the total number of atoms in
the complete formula equals 54, the same
as the number of Parshiot in the Torah,
whereby the Torah is the “blueprint” of all
of creation.
What does all this mean? Rabbi Shneur
Zalman of Liadi suggests that in line with
the Jewish tradition that the creation of the
universe was “something from nothing,”
so are photosynthesis and the growth it
generates equivalent to that notion: When
one tree’s seed gives rise to an infinite
number of other trees, it is likened to
creation of something from nothing.

	
  Olesky

concludes that the compatibility
of the two descriptions of Creation – one
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that talks of holy utterances composed
of Hebrew letters and the one that
reflects chemical processes – “leads us to
hypothesize that B'reishit is describing
a primordial level of creation which
(correspondingly) gives rise to the
observable one that science locates.”
Perhaps we are just left to exclaim:
“Mah Rabu Maasecha Hashem Kulam
Bechachmah
Asita
Malah
Haaretz
Kinyanecha” – ‘How great/many are Your
deeds Hashem. All of them You have made
with wisdom –the earth is full of Your
creations’ (Tehillim 104:24).
Shabbat Shalom!

Write it
Down...
Before it’s
Too Late
If you don’t write down your
parents’ stories, they’ll be
forgotten in a generation or two.
 Don’t know where to start?
 No time?
 Can’t get around to it?

Let me do the work for you!

ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com	
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Taking Out a
Sefer Torah for
a Child to See
Question: My two-year old loves sifrei
Torah and when he is with me in the Beit
Midrash, he is sometimes adamant that I
take one out and show him the writing.
May I do that?
Answer: One must treat a sefer Torah
with great respect (Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh
Deah 282:1), but the halachot mentioned
there do not talk about grounds for taking
it out of the aron.
The main halacha about moving a sefer
Torah is in the Shulchan Aruch, Orach
Chayim 135:14, based on the Yerushalmi
(Yoma 7:1). It is forbidden to bring a sefer
Torah to a new location even to be used
for its purpose – kri’at haTorah. It is a
bizayon (disgrace) to bring the sefer Torah
to people; people should come to it (ibid.)!
Possible exceptions to the rule are
discussed: 1. Bringing the sefer Torah
to a very prominent person, like the
kohen gadol (ibid.); the Rama (OC 135:14)
applies to normal important people. 2. If
people, especially a minyan, are unable to
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come to the place of the sefer Torah (the
Shulchan Aruch, OC ibid. seems to forbid,
but the Be’ur Halacha (op. cit.) presents
the argument that this is not correct). 3.
Things are done to make the sefer Torah’s
stay more mechubad (e.g., have an aron
kodesh ready for it; keep it there for a
while; use it for laining several times)
(see Rama ibid., commentators ad loc.).
4. The sefer Torah is privately owned (see
Har Tzvi OC I:71); 5. The sefer Torah is
designed to serve as a roving sefer Torah
(see opinions in Living the Halachic
Process III, F-1, regarding the propriety of
a sefer Torah brought regularly for a set
minyan on the train).
We presented the above list, which do not
apply to your question, in order to share
our general dilemma. Is the concept of
bizayon the basis for Chazal forbidding
specifically moving a sefer Torah from
place to place even for good purposes,
but taking from the aron to the bima is
permitted even for a neutral purpose? If
so, why not show a sefer Torah to a sweet
kid who will someday learn Torah?! Or
is there generally a high bar of respect
for the sefer Torah, which precludes even
positive actions, if they are not in line with
what the Torah is supposed to be used for?
If so, with all due respect and affection for
two-year olds, their love for a sefer Torah
is like that for a shiny new toy (confirmed

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

after consultation with early childhood
experts) and in light of the high bar, it is a
bizayon to take it out.
I have seen few and unimpressive
sources on this matter. One forbade
taking a sefer Torah out to practice
laining (see Hamaor, vol. 83); Piskei
Teshuvot 135:5 understood that some
prohibit doing an unnecessary laining).
While all permit taking out sifrei Torah
for dancing on Simchat Torah (at least as
long as they stay inside – see discussion
on taking outside or moving from shul to
shul in Yabia Omer VII:56 and elsewhere)
but some say that the minhag to lain at
night is to strengthen the justification for
taking them out. It is hard to determine
which approach is accepted, but the
simple reading of the Shulchan Aruch
(YD 282:1) is that there is a broad high
bar in addition to specific applications
that classical sources discussed.
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One can argue that there is value in
showing off the sefer Torah to people.
The gemara (Yoma 70a) relates how
individuals would bring their sifrei Torah
on Yom Kippur to the Beit Hamikdash to
show its beauty. One of the explanations
why this was permitted is that doing so
honored the sefer Torah. Some apply this
idea broadly (Gur Aryeh Yehuda, YD 24),
while others limit it to special cases like
the Beit Hamikdash (see Beit Avi IV:126,
opposing a glass-case display of a sefer
Torah in a Jewish museum). While we
would be supportive of taking out a sefer
Torah to show a group of unaffiliated
Jews to try to impress/inspire them, it is
difficult to justify for a small child who
has and will iy”H see it throughout his
life. There are many other ways to build
excitement about Torah, and a toddler
can be told and rewarded for accepting
(on his level) that the sefer Torah is so
kadosh that we take it out only for kri’at
haTorah.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or
Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

Male or
Female?

M

ale and female, He created
them (B'reishit 1:27). From the
beginning of creation there was
a distinction between man and woman,
between male and female. Today we know
that the difference between male and
female starts on a genetic level.
All our cells contain a complete
complement of our genes, and these are
called zygotic cells. The only two cells that
are gametes and contain half the genetic
material are eggs and sperm cells. When
these two come together and the egg is
fertilized, the genotype is complete and life
can begin.
All the eggs contain an X chromosome
and the sperm contain either an X or a Y
chromosome. If the egg is fertilized with
a sperm containing an X chromosome
the baby will be a girl. If a Y chromosome
makes it first, then the child will be a boy.
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However, in rare cases there is a
distinction between the genetic reality and
the physical reality, called the genotype
versus the phenotype. The child may be
genotypically male, but present as a female
and look externally to be a girl.
What is the halachic status of such a
person? Do we follow their genetics or
how they look?
In one of the volumes of PUAH’s responsa there is a fascinating question in this
area that was sent to important poskim.
In a very unfortunate case, a child was
born who was genetically a male, with 46
XY chromosomes like any other man. The
child had no internal female organs, no
uterus and no ovaries. The child did have
male organs inside the body. However, externally the child appeared to be a female.
The doctors suggested that after the
child was a few years old they would
operate and, using plastic surgery, the
child would appear to be male and
could function as a male. They felt that
there was a good chance that he would
even be fertile, but this could not be
determined with any certainty until

after the series of operations.
Another option would be to leave the child
as a female, as it now appeared externally.
However, there would be close to no
chance that the child would be able to have
children and would be inconsistent with
the internal and hormonal reality. This
could cause deep psychological suffering
for this unfortunate child.
This complex situation
halachic questions.

raises

many

More on this next week.
The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem
and helps couples from all over the world
who are experiencing fertility problems.
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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OU ISRAEL'S
AMAR NINIO
YOUTH CENTERS RACHELI
Director of Education and Development

OU Israel Around the Country:
Spotlight on Knesset Member Mai Golan’s
visit to Kiryat Gat

“

The sky’s the limit for you!” Knesset
Member Mai Golan told the Makom
Balev kids.

MK Mai Golan (Likud) visited the Makom
Balev Youth Center in Kiryat Gat to
meet with our youth members and to
gain a greater understanding of our
transformational work with at-risk youth.
During the visit, Knesset Member Golan
gave a talk to the Youth Center members
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and shared her personal story with them
– how she went from the streets of south
Tel Aviv to the Knesset of Israel as well and
the significant milestones that gave her the
strength to keep moving forward.
After sharing her story, Golan helped plant
flowers in the garden, which the young
men and women of the OU Israel Youth
Center will continue to care for during
the year. After her time with our youth
she met with Mayor Avriram Dahari, the
Director of the Youth Department, Ayelet
Peretz, and Hagar Suissa, the head of the
Youth movements in the city. She was
also joined on her visit by Chaim Pelzner,

Vice President of OU Israel and Kobi Ziat
OU Israel’s Director of the Central and
Southern District Youth Centers, who
himself was a member of the Kiryat Gat
OU Israel Youth Center as a teenager.
“It was so exciting and special to meet the
dozens of boys and girls at Makom Balev”,
said MK May Golan after her visit. “We
talked about what they go through on a
daily basis and, more importantly, I was
able to hear about their dreams, hopes
and aspirations, and to remind them that
anything, truly anything, is possible. I
have no doubt that thanks to the amazing
educational staff who constantly guide
them in their lives, including through after
school programs such as family Shabbats
and other activities, the sky is the limit for
them.”
OU Israel operates a network of youth
centers in 21 cities in Israel, which
cultivate young community leadership
and provide a social, experiential, valuebased environment where youth can
grow and develop. OU Israel does this by
employing professional youth counselors
who organize a wide range of activities
including,
experiential
and
valuebased activities, growth and personal
strengths workshops, field trips, bar/batmitzvah programs, volunteering, chag
preparations, etc.

SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, September 13 - Rabbi Aharon Adler’s
shiur was sponsored in memory of Rabbi Adler’s
Father David Adler z”l on his 6th Yahrzeit 24 Elul
Wednesday, September 16 - Rabbi Meir
Goldwicht’s shiur was sponsored by Mrs. Shelley
Hirshberg in memory of her Uncle, Tzvi Hirsh
ben Yisrael Zev HaLevi z”l on his yahrzeit and
her father Binyamin ben Yisrael Zev HaLevi z”l
- yahrzeit was 28 Elul
Wednesday, September 30th - Rabbi Baruch
Taub’s shiur was sponsored by Alan and Esther
Cohen in loving memory of Esther’s parents,
Miriam bas Meir a”h - her yahrzeit was 7 Tishrei
& Shlomo ben Yisroel z”l
Wednesday, September 30 - Rabbi Manning’s
shiur was sponsored by Rachel Steiner in
memory of her father on his 27th yahrzeit.
Dr. Ernest Freeman was a family physician in
New York after fleeing Nazi Germany. In his life he
exemplified a life of תורה עם דרך ארץ.
לעילוי נשמת החבר ר’ ישראל מאיר בן הרב
 תשנ”ד.יעקב ז”ל נפטר בי”ד תשרי
Sundays, Oct. 11 & 18- Rabbi Adler’s shiurium,
Tuesdays, October 13 & 20 Rabbi Breitowitz shiurim &
Wednesday October 14 & 21 - Rabbi Manning’s
shiurim are sponsored L’ilui Nishmat our parents
, אסתר בת אהרון ע”ה,שלמה בן אהרון ז”ל
 אסתר בת משלום שמואל,אשר בן אביגדור ז”ל
ע”ה
Dr and Mrs Benjamin Sprecher
Sunday, Oct 11 - Rabbi Breitowitz's Shiur was
sponsored by Dvora Gorman in memory of her
parents Yitzak ben Moshe z"l and Chana bat
Shmuel a"h
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
TEFILLA BY
Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

ברוך שאמר

M

any years ago, King Stanley
celebrated his 55th birthday. In
honor of his birthday, he invited
all of his servants to give him a bracha and
offer him some words of praise. His first
servant thought for a moment, realized
that he couldn’t praise the king for being
wise (since he wasn’t) and astutely praised
the king instead for his strength and
courage. The second servant also thought
carefully and decided to avoid the fact that
the king had a terrible temper and instead
praised him for his fine taste in clothing.
The third servant, Jack, got up and instead
of praising the king, declared that the
king had a crooked nose! Everyone was in
shock! Who would say such a thing to the
king?! As Jack was being led to the gallows,
he explained his strange behavior. He
pointed out that the other servants had
a lot of negative things to say about the
king, so they avoided speaking about those
areas and only mentioned those areas that
they had something to say positive about.
On the other hand, Jack had only positive
impressions of the king – he felt that the
king was amazing in every area, the only
fault he could think of was the king’s
crooked nose. So in fact Jack’s declaration
was the greatest praise of all.
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The Gra used the above story to explain
Baruch Sheamar. We declare in Baruch
Sheamar that Hashem is a מלך מהולל
בתשבחות, He is praised with praises. It
seems redundant to say that He is praised
with praises – how else can one possibly be
praised? But we see from the above story,
that it is possible to “praise” a human by
pointing out the fact that they only have
one fault. Hashem, on the other hand,
does not even have one slight fault, and
therefore the only way one could extol
Hashem is with praises.
That being said, as we enter into the
Psuzkei d’Zimra section of praises, we feel
as if we are walking on eggshells. Who are
we to praise Hashem? How can we even
begin to measure the greatness of G-d?? It’s
like a child trying to measure the wealth
of a multi-billionaire and expressing it by
saying “He’s so rich, he has even more
than 200 shekels!”. Anything we say will
just lessen and limit the vast greatness of
HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
The Mishna Berura recounts that the
words of Baruch Sheamar fell down from
the sky on a little piece of paper and the
Anshei Knesset Hagedola used that note to
compose the Tefilla. What does that mean?
Many explain that it is not necessarily a
physical note, it could have been Ruach
Hakodesh. The main idea is that we are

about to run through a litany of praises
for Hashem. We need to know that these
were not made up by the Anshei Knesset
Hagedola, they are based on Divine
direction. We can therefore be comfortable
with praising Hashem in this way. We
are not picking and choosing which of
Hashem’s attributes to focus on and how
to describe it, we are being directed from
Above.

Though we are just humble
people, of flesh and blood,
we actually have the ability
to bring the most nachat
and praise to HaKadosh
Baruch Hu
The Tur writes that one should sing Baruch
Sheamar בנגון ובנעימה, using a pleasant
tune, for it is the most beautiful praise
to Hashem. It is recorded that in certain
communities in Europe, the congregation
would take an entire hour to recite this
Tefilla! We stand when we recite this
Tefilla and men hold their Tzitzit to show
its importance, and that we are speaking
about things that are ברומו של עולם שעומדים,
of the most lofty in nature.
In this Tefilla, we use various titles to
define who Hashem is and His basic
characteristics. Rav Eliyahu Munk in
his book Olam HaTefillot writes that it is
important for us to clarify to ourselves
every morning exactly who it is that we are
davening to. There is a pasuk in Tehillim

SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday,Oct. 11 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur was
sponsored by Julie Glassman in blessed memory
of her dear mother-in-law, שיינא בשא בת חיים
ע”ה, mother of Michael Glassman, a woman who
embodied love for all.
Monday, Oct. 12 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur
was sponsored by Menachen & Chani Persoff for a
רפואה ושלמה ציפורה בת חיה שרה
Monday, October 12 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s
shiur was sponsored by Estelle Harris in honor
of the Birthday of her son Avraham~ Baruch
Avraham ben Rafael Meir HaLevi
Tuesday, Oct 13 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur was
sponsored by Leah & Bert Weinberg - wishing
everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year
Sunday, October 18 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur is
sponsored in honor of Rabbi Breitowitz. In gratitude
and appreciation of his words of inspiration
and wisdom. May he continue to be a source of
illumination through Torah, especially during these
challenging times. Thank you and Chodesh Tov
Sara Leah Cracau
Sunday, October 18- Rabbi Bienenfeld’s shiur is
sponsored in loving memory of
Dr. I. M. Brauer z”l of Chicago
לעילוי נשמת יצחק משה בן גדליהו ז”ל
whose yahrzeit is 30 Tishrei, by his family.
Tuesday, October 20 - Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s
Shiur is sponsored by Yochanan and Rachel Elrom
in loving memory of Yochanan’s brother,
Ronald High z”l on his 52nd Yahrzeit
Tuesday, October 20 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles
shiur is sponsored by Bracha Sukenik in memory
of her father Daniel Dov ben Shlomo Zeev and
Rudah Bailah z”l (Sukenik)
לעלוי נשמת דניאל דב בן שלמה זאב ורודא
ביילא סוקניק ז”ל
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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91 which says - “ יקראהו,אשגבהו כי ידע שמי
”ואענהו. Hashem says – I will raise him up
because he knows My name, he calls to
me and I will answer him. The midrash
on this pasuk explains that Hashem only
answers us when we know His Name,
when we understand His essence. The
midrash explains that we often wonder
why Hashem does not answer our Tefillot.
One reason why is מפני שאינם יודעים את שם
הקודש, because we do not know Hashem’s
name, we don’t comprehend who Hashem
truly is.
Baruch She’amar comes to solve this issue,
by briefly defining who Hashem is as we
begin our Tefilla. Let us look briefly at the
titles we use to define Hashem -

אשית
ִׁ ׂה ְב ֵר
 ָּברו ְּך ע ֶֹש, ָּברו ְּך הוּא,ְהיָה ָהעו ָֹלם
ָ ׁש ָא ַמר ו
ֶ – ָּברו ְּך
Hashem is the Creator of the world
 ָּברו ְּך ּגוֹזֵר ו ְּמ ַקֵיּם,ׂה
 – ָּברו ְּך או ֵֹמר ְוע ֶֹשHashem
decrees and fulfills
 ָּברו ְּך ְמ ַר ֵחם ַעל ַה ְּב ִר ּיוֹת,– ָּברו ְּך ְמ ַר ֵחם ַעל ָה ָא ֶרץ
Hashem is merciful
יר ָאיו
ֵ ׂכר טוֹב ִל
ָ ׁש ֵּלם ָש
ַ  – ָּברו ְּך ְמHashem rewards
(and punishes)

ֶצח
ַ ְקָיּם ָלנ
ַ  – ָּברו ְּך ַחי ָל ַעד וHashem is eternal
ּמ ִּציל
ַ  – ָּברו ְּך ּפו ֶֹדה וHashem saves those in need
 – ָּברו ְּך ְׁשמוHashem is the source of all
blessing
These are some of the most basic tenets
of our understanding of G-d. Obviously,
one can and should delve deeply into each
of these, but at the start of our Tefilla, we
just briefly mention each notion as a short
summary and reminder of Who we are
praying to.
We then conclude with a bracha in which
we basically say that Hashem’s greatest
praise is the fact that all of His people
praise Him! What could be more gratifying
to a parent than to hear his children sing
his praises?! Though we are just humble
people, of flesh and blood, we actually
have the ability to bring the most nachat
and praise to HaKadosh Baruch Hu! אין מלך
בלא עם, a king cannot be a king without a
nation to rule over. We humans are given
the zchut to crown Hashem as our King
and to glorify Him in the best possible
way. What an unbelievable privilege and
responsibility!

Cut and paste into your siddur
In Baruch Sheamar, we use various titles to define who Hashem is and His basic
characteristics. This is because it is important for us to clarify to ourselves every
morning exactly who it is that we are davening to. We conclude with a bracha in
which we say that Hashem’s greatest praise is the fact that all of His people praise
Him! What could be more gratifying to a parent than to hear his children sing his
praises?! Though we are mere humans, we actually have the ability to bring the
most nachat and praise to HaKadosh Baruch Hu!
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
RABBI MOSHE BLOOM
INSTITUTE BY
en.toraland.org.il

“Each According To Its Species”
Why Is Kila’im Forbidden? (Part 1)

I

n the first chapter of B'reishit the word
( מינהוits species), in its various forms,
appears 10 times: three in reference to
plants and seven in reference to animals.
It is obvious that the Torah purposely
emphasizes that in the creation of the
world, each species is unique and distinct
from others.

to replace G-d’s creation. Moreover, it is
a statement that G-d’s creations are deficient, and we are trying to change them.

The vast majority of fruit

Maharal’s question is further pronounced
in light of modern agriculture, where
grafting trees is an ever-sophisticating
process—to the point that the vast majority
of fruit trees today are grafted. While
certain trees are grafted onto similar
species (not halachically problematic), in
many cases dissimilar species are grafted
onto one another.

trees today are grafted
The implications of these verses is
the prohibition of kil’aim: we may not
physically combine two different species:
it is forbidden to cross-breed animals
(such as a horse and a donkey, producing
a mule—kilei beheimah). It is similarly
forbidden to graft two types of trees
together (kilei ilan).
Ramban explains that the world was created with different species. When people
combine different species, they change
and essentially nullify G-d’s creation. Sefer
Hachinuch writes similarly: kila’im is prohibited since the act of combining different species demonstrates that we want

Maharal asks: isn’t the entire purpose
of man’s creation to develop G-d’s
world and improve it? Why, then,
would sophistication through kil’aim be
considered negating G-d’s creation?

Grafting improves both the quality and
quantity of crops, making the Maharal’s
question all the more relevant: Why
not? Does G-d not want us to improve
the trees and fruit in His wonderful
world? How is this different from other
areas, where humans build, develop,
invent, and sophisticate the world?
Next week we will attempt to tackle this
difficult question.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES
Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

YESHIVAT TORAT SHRAGA, YERUSHALAYIM
Now in it's 20th year, Yeshivat Torat Shraga is a dynamic and exciting Yeshiva
in Israel for bright, motivated post-high school students. Torat Shraga has
several different goals: developing a relationship with Hashem, acquiring the
skills needed for a lifetime of learning Torah, cultivating a lasting bond with
Am Yisrael and Eretz Yisrael, fostering the middot expected of a Ben Torah, and advancing
the leadership skills of our talmidim.
A Torat Shraga student not only wants to be personally impacted by his education and his
environment, he also strives to share and convey the passion and excitement for learning
to others as well.

Rabbi Michael
Olshin
Menahel, Yeshivat
Torat Shraga
No Excuses
Years back, at a meeting with prospective
students and parents, I was asked a
challenging question by one of the parents
in the audience, “How does the Yeshiva
deal with students who violate one of the
rules of the Yeshiva?” I answered that
it depends on the rule but our general
approach can be understood from the
following story:
The “Beis Yisroel”, Rav Yisroel Alter zt”l,
the Gerrer Rebbe (1895-1977) once noticed
two of his chassidim in the back of the Beit
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Midrash talking during davening. Later,
he approached one of them, admonished
him for it and told him that he cannot
enter the Beit Midrash for two weeks.
The young man tried to explain that he
wasn’t the one who did the talking but
was just listening to his friend. The Rebbe
immediately responded that since you
have begun making excuses, you will not
be allowed entry for six weeks.

Afterwards he went over to the friend and
told him the same thing, that he is barred
from entering the Beit Midrash for two
weeks. The chassid said, “Rebbe, chatati,
I sinned and I want to do teshuva for
my actions.” The Rebbe responded, “ Go
reclaim your place in the Beit Midrash.”
The Medrash Rabba (Bamidbar 13:3)
says that before Hashem banished Adam
haRishon from the Garden of Eden he
requested that he do teshuva, “even now
as long as you do Teshuva I will accept
it”. However, he chose instead to make an
excuse, “ the woman that you gave me, she
gave me the fruit of which I ate.” Claiming
“it’s not my fault” was Adam’s real mistake.
According to the Midrash, the reason
Adam was exiled from Gan Eden was not
the sin of eating from the forbidden fruit
but for refusing to admit his mistake and
do teshuva for it.

The Rebbe, Reb Simcha Bunim of
Przysucha zy”a (1765-1827) the Rebbe
of the first Gerrer Rebbe shared this
fundamental idea with his students.
He said that when we come before the
heavenly court we will not be asked why
we did any particular sin. Rather, we
will be asked but one thing, “why didn’t
you do Teshuva!?” There may be many
things pulling us towards sin but there
is nothing preventing us from regretting
our mistakes and repairing our actions.
Even though we may be exiting the “days
of mercy and forgiveness” and entering
the month of Cheshvan, the truth is that
our entire existence is about taking
responsibility for our actions, owning
up to our mistakes and extending the
days of teshuva and slicha to the rest of
the year.

OU ISRAEL CENTER

73

THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

A Life Worth
Sharing

C

reated at the dawn of existence,
Adam has the entire world at his
disposal and yet this is still not
enough. God gives His stamp of ‘good’
approval at the completion of each day,
and yet at this point, for the first time, the
Torah gives a description of something
that is quite the opposite ‘…it is not good
that man be alone’ (Gen. 2:18). No reason
for this proclamation is given, perhaps
because the implications of loneliness are
obvious – no matter how much we have,
it is useless if we have no one to share it
with, and no matter how much we do, it
feels futile without recognition. Even the
Hebrew term for life, chayim, is in the
plural, implying that by definition, we
need others for life to be complete.
God decides that man’s remedy is an ezer
k’negdo, or ‘helper opposite him’ and with
this strange term, affirms that ideally life

should be shared. And so, the first-ever
recorded ‘medical’ operation is performed
and the origins of humankind are put into
place as woman is created. Adam awakes
and utters his first recorded statement,
‘This time it is bone of my bone, and flesh
of my flesh. This shall be called woman
(isha) for from man (ish) was she taken’
(Gen. 2:23).
It seems that man is created directly
from God, and woman, in turn, is created
directly from man. Yet there is an essential
nuance in the Hebrew text that can very
easily be lost in translation. Previously
the only title used for a human was
adam, stemming from adamma, meaning
‘ground’, implying the static nature of
humanity. Yet now, with Adam’s opening
speech, a change is suggested, whereby
man is referred to as ish, from the same
etymological root as esh, or ‘fire’, signifying
passion and movement.
Perhaps the Torah is proposing something
momentous: Adam needs to first perceive
his counterpart as an isha before he
can fulfil his potential as an ish. Thus,

Woman provides man, just like man provides woman, with
the opportunity to love, to share and to self-discover.
Alone, one is incapable of accomplishing these things fully.
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a powerful paradox is created: genuine
self-definition cannot be achieved alone,
by oneself. It can only be fully achieved
within the context of another. And just
as this was the case with the first two
human beings, it can be extended to any
relationship – people need companionship
in order to truly recognise themselves:
Two are better than one… for if
they fall, one can lift the other…
if two lie together they can warm
[one another], but how can one warm
[oneself]? (Eccl. 4:9-12)
With this in mind, one may ask: why does
God initially describe the first woman as
an ezer k’negdo, or ‘helper opposite him’?
Surely the terms ‘helper’ and ‘opposite’
seem contradictory? Rashi cites the
Talmud, stating that if man is worthy,
she will be a ‘helper’, and if not, she will
be ‘opposite him’, implying that it is one
or the other (Rashi on Gen. 2:18; BT,
Tractate Yevamot 63a). The description of
woman as a ‘helper’ on the one hand or as
‘opposite him’ on the other, is dependent
on his worthiness of her.
Perhaps, however, in light of the idea that
man is reborn as an ish when God creates
the isha, these seemingly contradictory
terms can be understood differently.
God chooses the term ezer k’negdo not
to imply a contradiction, but a causative
relationship – she is a helper because she is
opposite him. Sometimes a partner needs
to provide direct assistance and support,
while other times, a partner needs to
take the opposite approach and provide
an objective ‘sounding board’ to refine

thinking and behaviour. In the same way
that one needs a mirror in order to truly
know oneself, one needs the other in order
to afford genuine self-reflection. Woman
provides man, just like man provides
woman, with the opportunity to love, to
share and to self-discover. Alone, one is
incapable of accomplishing these things
fully. This paradigm of how individuals
relate to one another extends to family,
friends, colleagues, communities and even
strangers.
Through the simplicity and subtlety of
the Hebrew language, the creation of the
parents of humanity is portrayed. This
illustrates the foundational relationship,
which all of civilisation can learn from
and model, between isha and ish, woman
and man reborn. Each ideally serves
as an ezer k’negdo, a helper opposite
their counterpart, within the reflective
existence of chayim – a life worth
sharing!
Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and learn
more at www.RabbiBenji.com

CHESED FUND

The Chagim are over.
But it's never too late to help the needy,
especially in these trying days.
Make checks (Israeli only) payable to
"The Chesed Fund"
and send to

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND

att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or contact us at 050-570-1067
to make a bank transfer.
Thanks to all who have helped during
the Corona
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
Ami Tobin
Raanana Chapter
Director

that according to the midrash must be
600,000 words, a sign of wholeness.

In this week’s Parsha the Torah tells us
that man was created on the sixth day.

We see a connection between the Torah
and humans and their connection to the
number six, which represents שלמות.
That’s why we were created on the sixth
day.

Why is that? If man is so important should
he not have been created at the very
beginning?

May we be zoche to bring the light of Torah
and wholeness upon us this year, Shabbat
Shalom.

Holy Number 6

Chazal teach us that the world was created
for humans. Humans are very holy.
Therefore, man was created last so he can
come to a world that is already completed
for him.
But why specifically on the sixth day?
What is so special about that day and the
number six?
Rashi on the Parsha explains that it is
written “( ”יום השישיwith a  )הand not “יום
”שישי. This is to teach us that the whole
Creation stood in a state of suspense, until
the sixth day — that is, the sixth day of
Sivan which was destined to be the day
when the Torah would be given to Israel.
The Maharal of Prague explains that the
number six refers to ( שלמותwholeness). Six
represents the six ends of reality (4 sides,
up and down). This is why am Yisroel was
600,000 when they left Egypt, a sign of
wholeness. The same thing with the Torah
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David Gellis
12th Grade,
Raanana
The month of Tishrei is
always a very inspiring uplifting month.
We lay out the groundwork for the
whole year: Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur
give ourselves a clean slate by asking
forgiveness for all our mistakes and Succot
as well as gives us a chance to start the
year with numerous mitzvot. Now what?
We are about to go into a month that is
called bitter because of its lack of holidays.
So how do we bring the light of Tishrei into
these very dark winter months? I think the
answer can be seen very clearly seen in
the first passuk if this week’s parasha:

״בראשית ברא אלוקים את השמים ואת הארץ״
This pasuk is interpreted many ways, but
it can also be understood to be teaching

that Hashem first set up the foundations
and potential contained in this world.
We spend the whole month of Tishrei
growing in order to arm ourselves for
the year that is about to come. Now we
have to ask ourselves, “How do I use that
foundation that I have now concretized
throughout the year?”
Throughout the year we need to
understand that we are always Tishrei
Jews. The foundation was already built
and exists inside of every one that can be
lasting throughout the whole year.
When we fall we can get up. We should say
to ourselves that this is not the person I
wanted to be in Tishrei. Get up and reflect
on what our goals were, and how you can
strive to achieve them.
The Tishrei version of ourselves always
exists. The more we keep this mind the
better we will be and we will and excel in
all we set out to acheive!
(Ideas from the  מי השילוחand my friend Ben
Winter)
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire,
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"
to the Land of Israel by encouraging
passionate Judaism through Torah and
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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Real Life Rescues

Being A Part Of a New Beginning

1221

Just before Rosh Hashanah, a two-year-old boy was playing with the family’s laundry line, which
was hanging outside their third-floor window in Bnei Brak, when the laundry line broke. The boy
lost his balance and fell out of the window, plummeting to the street below. On the way down
his body struck an A/C motor unit and then a fence, somewhat mitigating the potentially lethal
fall before he hit the ground. Witnesses called emergency services for help. United Hatzalah’s
dispatch center urgently alerted Yaakov Borer, who was nearby
driving on a parallel road to where the incident took place. He
"To save a life,
flicked on his sirens and sped to the location. Borer arriving at especially the life of a
the scene in less than a minute.
child, gives a person

a sensation like no
The experienced EMT immediately immobilized the boy due
other"
to the high probability of internal bleeding and spinal injuries.
He secured an open airway, affixed a neck brace, and took
vital signs, speaking soothingly to the dazed little boy all the while. Another United Hatzalah
ambucycle EMT arrived and joined the effort to treat the little boy. The pair worked together
and soon the young child had received all the necessary on-site care. When an intensive care
ambulance arrived sometime later, the little boy was immediately loaded onto the ambulance
and whisked off to the trauma center. Miraculously, the boy was released from the hospital two
days later. He was prescribed rehabilitative therapy for six months and requires a leg brace for
that time, but thanks to Divine intervention and the
quick response of Yaakov and his fellow EMT, the
boy is expected to make a complete recovery.
Yaakov spoke about the feeling of what it is like
to save the life of a child. “This is the fourth time
I’ve treated a child for this type of injury. The last
time I treated a child who fell from a third-story
window was also in Bnei Brak, it was about a year
ago. To save a life, especially the life of a child,
gives a person a sensation like no other. In this
instance, I was present to witness a miracle. Seeing
these incidents, and being able to help, changes a
person.”
Borer added: “Every day I realize new ways that the
training and equipment that I received from United
Hatzalah can be used to save lives. I see the results
walking around me in my neighborhood and on the
streets of Bnei Brak where I live every day. I am so
thankful that I have the merit to be a part of this
organization that saves lives so that people like this
boy can have a new beginning even after a terrible
accident.”
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יומא טבא לדרבנן

הופיע ויצא לאור

כנפי יונה
עיונים על פרשיות השבוע

מאת הגאון הרב ברוך טאוב שליט"א
טורונטו  /טורנהיל  -נתניה

•••
ספר זה מלוקט מתוך
שיעורים על פרשיות השבוע
אשר נמסרו במשך מספר
עשורים ברחבי העולם.
שיעורים אלו מציגים בפני
הלומד את רעיונותיהם
ופירושיהם של חכמי
התלמוד ,הראשונים,
האחרונים ,ראשי ישיבות
ואדמו"רים חסידיים ,בעלי
מוסר ומחשבה ותלמידי
חכמים בני זמנינו.
כל זאת על סדר פרשיות
התורה ובשפה ברורה ובהירה.

ניתן להשיג בחנויות הספרים המובחרות | הפצה -
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Year Meaningful?

Come join us
for our internationally recognized

Emergency Medical
Technician Course
Course includes in person and online learning
EMT Certification in Israel and America
Cost I $1,500
Course dates I October 25 - March 21 2020
Mandatory Orientation I Sunday, October 18 2020 @ United Hatzalah HQ
• Limited space available

I Experience of a lifetime! I
- To Reserve Your Spot -

https://israelrescue.org/forms/nremt
For Questions: Yatkin@israelrescue.org

