ב"ה

ISSUE 1391 OCT 24TH '20 ו' מרחשון תשפ"א

פרשת נח

PARSHAT NOACH

HALF FULL

Rabbi Judah Mischel
Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director,
Camp HASC
page 28

SIMCHAT
SHMUEL

Rabbi Sam Shor
Program Director,
OU Israel Center
page 38

את־קשתי נתתי בענן
והיתה לאות ברית
ביני ובין הארץ
 פסוק י"ג,'בראשית פרק ט

YERUSHALAYIM IN/OUT TIMES FOR SHABBAT PARSHAT NOACH
Candles 5:22PM • Havdala 6:34PM • Rabbeinu Tam 7:14PM

OU ISRAEL 02-560-9100 |

TorahTidbits.com |

ADVERTISING 02- 560-9125

WEEKLY INSPIRATION
A person must diligently discipline himself to love mankind and especially to
love the lofty among men - the sages, the valorous, the poets and artists, the
community leaders. One must recognize the light of goodness which is found in
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HELPFUL REMINDERS

• Motzei Shabbat Oct. 24: In Maariv we begin saying  ותן טל ומטרin Israel.
• Sunday Oct. 25 Clocks are changed (Motzei Shabbat Parshat Noach) at 2:00 am to 1:00 am
• Kiddush Levana is recited this Motzei Shabbat Oct. 24 (7 Days after Molad)
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana is until Motzei Shabbat Oct. 31 9:07 pm
2

TORAH TIDBITS / NOACH 5781
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JERUSALEM
CANDLES

NOACH

HAVDALA

LECH LECHA

Candles

Havdala

5:22 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 6:34 4:15 5:28
5:40 Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)
6:37 4:33 5:31
5:41 Beit Shemesh / RBS
6:35 4:34 5:29
5:38 Gush Etzion
6:35 4:31 5:28
5:38 Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba 6:35 4:31 5:29
5:38 Modi’in / Chashmona’im
6:35 4:31 5:29
5:38 Netanya
6:35 4:31 5:29
5:40 Be’er Sheva
6:36 4:33 5:30
5:39 Rehovot
6:36 4:32 5:29
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5:37 Ginot Shomron
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5:39 Yad Binyamin
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5:30 Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden
6:32 4:23 5:26
5:35 Golan
6:32 4:28 5:25
Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 7:14 PM • next week - 6:07 pm
TImes According to My Zmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities,
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director,
OU Israel
As frum Jews, we believe
that Hashem has a plan. We don’t know
why the coronavirus pandemic has hit
the world now nor do we know why it is
lasting for so long, and we must do our
part wearing masks, social distancing
and following the rest of the Ministry of
Health regulations. Yet, one thing is clear,
Hashem has His reasons, everything is
planned from Above and ultimately we
must have faith that Hashem is doing this
for the ultimate good. Unfortunately, many
people are sick and suffering, and we pray
for a refuah sheleima for each and every
one of them.
As the OU Israel Center remains closed
to the public per the Ministry of Health
directives, I deeply miss seeing those of
you who usually come to attend classes
in-person. It is nice to see you in Zoom
shiurim, and we welcome the thousands
of new participants across the country
and around the world who are able to
participate online. While online shiurim
do not replace seeing you smile in person,

Save a Life - Gain yours

1 of 77,801

EFRAT

www.efrat.org.il 02-5454500
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or catching up with each other between
classes or as we pass each other in the elevator, I take comfort knowing the technology exists and the Rabbis and lecturers
are able and willing to teach virtually.
This Shabbat, Shabbat Noach, my staff and
I are faced with an annual opportunity
which we are unable to replicate in a
virtual manner. For the past 6 years, we
have had an OU Israel staff Shabbaton
in Givat Washington which provides me
and so many others with Chizuk and
inspiration for the year. After introspection
and teshuva on Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur and simcha and family bonding on
Sukkot, I look forward to spending Shabbat
Noach with my OU Israel family.
The beauty of this Shabbaton is that it
brings together the energy, passion and
excitement of approximately 450 Jews
from all over Israel. We have Ashekenazim
and Sephardim, English-speakers and
native Israelis, singles and marrieds,
and people of all ages. They all share a

May the Torah learned from
this TT be  לע“נand in loving memory of

Fred and Doris (Lieder) Goldsmith
אורי שרגא בן יהודה דוד ז"ל
( תשנ"ז,)ח' חשון

רייזל דינה בת יוסף ע"ה
( תשס"ד,)כ' חשון

Their daughters, Faye, Maureen, Rosi and Esti
Silton, Friedman, Lennon and Martin families

common denominator: mesirut nefesh,
and because they are filled with mesirut
nefesh, it makes this a special Shabbat full
of mesirut nefesh. While there are lots
of logistics involved, I love bringing this
diverse OU Israel staff together to learn
Torah together, share ideas and grow from
each other. It is a powerful and uplifting
experience.
I must be honest, it is painful to not have
this experience this Shabbat, and while
we are doing a Zoom event for the staff
instead, it does not compare. Yet, over
the past 7 months we have unfortunately
celebrated and marked many events very
differently. Over Sukkot, my wife Pnina
and I had the zechut of hosting the bris
of a new grandson in our yard. 20 people
dispersed in several Sukkot is not exactly
what we would have imagined a year ago,
and we missed the family and friends
we could not invite, but nonetheless we
are extremely grateful to the Ribono Shel
Olam for this new bracha.

thinking about ways to turn this into a
positive opportunity,I realized that it is
you, our dear Torah Tidbits readers, who
can help fill this gap. Please reach out
(aberman@ouisrael.org) to share your
positive anecdotes and ways OU Israel has
impacted you during the recent seger, or
any other time. Hearing from you helps
us feel connected while we are physically
apart, and it motivates us to continue
creating innovative and unique programs
and useful resources.
Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom and
praying we collectively find ways to inspire
each other.

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel

Invest or Partner in a
lucrative urban
redevelopment project

One of the aspects I am going to miss
most this Shabbat Noach is shmoozing
with staff from all over Israel and hearing
successes and anecdotes about the impact
of OU Israel’s various programs. While

Baka – Penthouse 220sqm, private

entrance, private elevator, 4 exposures,
central, quiet – 7,700,000nis
Baka – Stand alone arab house
200/255sqm + building rights –
9,900,000nis

052-3202488
Michael

• High demand area
• Excellent return
• American partners

American Israel,
!

Specialists in urban
redevelopment &
TAMA 38 projects

Specialists*in*TAMA*38*projects*

Aryeh Deverett 053 8310270
www.americanisrael.com
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KI TEITZEI
NOACH
ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
Rabbi Reuven
Tradburks
Director of RCA
Israel Region
Parshat Noach describes: the destruction
of the world through the Flood, Noah and
his family, the story of the Tower of Babel
and the introduction of Avraham’s family.
The first 2 parshiot in our Torah, Breishit
and Noach, are essentially parallel creation
stories, or more accurately a creation
and a recreation. However, the lessons to
be learnt are not in the parallels but in
the differences. What is different in this
recreation? What does G-d communicate
to Noah that He did not communicate to
Adam?
First Aliya (6:9-22). Noah is righteous,
while the world is filled with evil. Noah is
instructed to build an Ark, for while G-d is

In loving memory of
our daughter and sister

Judy Yellin a"h

יהודית מאשה בת אליעזר ע"ה
on her 26th yahrzeit
9 Marcheshvan
The Yellin and Weingarten families
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to destroy all living beings, he establishes a
covenant with Noah to save him. Noah, his
family, 2 of each animal and the food are
to be brought into the Ark. The aliya ends
with “Noah did all that G-d commanded”.
The world will be destroyed with
water. The Torah describes, in
the second verse in the Torah,
that the first thing to exist in the world was
water: “The spirit of G-d hovered over the
waters”.If you want to indicate that the
world is getting a reboot, is starting again,
cover it with water, as it was “In the
Beginning”.
There is a detailed description of the
dimensions of the Ark; while there is
hardly any description of man’s evil that
is causing the world to be destroyed. The
Torah is more interested in the recreation
than it is in the story of man’s failure. The
title of the Flood story is not the destruction
of the world, but the recreation of the
world.
Second Aliya (7:1-16). Noah is again
described as righteous. Bring 7 of each
pure animal, 2 of the impure, and all the
birds into the Ark. Noah was 600 years
old and brought his family into the Ark.
The water of the springs of the depths was
released and the stores of water above
were opened. All entered the Ark, as G-d
had commanded Noah.
Both aliyot began with Noah’s
righteousness and end with him
doing as G-d commanded. In a
word, righteousness is defined.
The water floods the world from below and

from above. We have seen water below
and above before: in Creation, Ch. 1:6, G-d
separated between the waters above and
below and made the heavens between.
There He separated the waters; here He
is releasing all the water, reversing the
Creation.
Third Aliya (7:17-8:14). The Flood covers
the earth. All living things die, save Noah
and all that are in the Ark. G-d remembers
Noah. The waters recede. The Ark rests
on Mt. Ararat. Noah sends out the raven.
Then Noah sends out the dove to see if the
water has receded enough for land to be
inhabitable. She returns for she has found
no place to rest. After 7 days, she is sent out
again and returns with an olive branch.
The third time she is sent out, she does not
return. Noah removes the covering and
sees there is dry land.
There is a lot of detail of water
and of time. The rising water, the
receding water. How many days
it rained, how many days it took to recede.
This stands in contrast to the initial
creation of the world. In creation, each
thing created happened immediately, each
day crisp and defined. And after 6 days,
the creation ceased. In this recreation, the
covering of the world with water took
time; the receding of the water took time.
Why?
This is the most crucial part of this story.
The world was not destroyed – I mean, not
back to “tohu v’vohu – to void and empty”.
G-d did not look at the evil of the world –
man and animals - and destroy the world.
He could have chosen to destroy the world

Hosting a Simcha?
Save Time, Money & Effort
LD Events
Lenny Davidman
Office: (02) 673-0721
Cell: 054-557-3101
Lenny@LDEVENTS.com

True wholesaler from the diamond
boursa with over 25 years experience
member diamond dealers club

∙

Engagement Rings Stud Earrings
Pendants Tennis Bracelets

∙

050-573-9061 jeffmor36@gmail.com
www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.
JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Mortgage
RATES at
historic
LOWS for
refinance
& purchase
Purchase / Refinance Rates
(Non-inflation linked)*
Special rates up to 75% LTV:

30 year 3.85%
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%

For well qualified borrowers

firstisrael.com

02-625-2555

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv
*Rates are for qualified borrowers and are current as of
the printing of this advertisement but are subject to
change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and
are for illustrative purposes only.
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entirely and begin anew with another 6
days of creation. He did not do that. He
“recreated” the existing world – saving
Noah, saving the world, covering it slowly
with the water that existed.
The story of the Torah is G-d’s love of and
commitment to man. He saves the world.
He saves Noah. But even before this; Adam
and Eve sinned and were punished. But
not destroyed. Cain killed Abel, the most
egregious sin, and is punished; but is not
himself killed. G-d is committed to this
world and is committed to mankind. He
destroys the world by using it, maintaining
it, covering it slowly with water and
waiting for the water to recede.
Fourth Aliya (8:15-9:7). Noah is told to
leave the Ark with his family and with the
animals, blessing the animals to teem over
the land. Noah offered sacrifices on an
altar. G-d committed to never again curse
land and animals because of man, nor
the constellations. G-d blesses Noah and
family to be fruitful and multiply, to fill the
earth. They may eat creatures but may not
kill man.
The echoes of Creation continue.
Noah and the animals receive the
same blessings made to the

May the Torah learned from this issue
of Torah Tidbits be
in loving memory and לע''נ

Bracha Halbfinger Tal ע''ה
ברכה חיה בת הרב אברהם אייזיק ז''ל

on her 8th yahrzeit, ו חשון
Sylvia Halbfinger and Tal families

animals and to man in Creation. Noah is
the new Adam. But with one dramatic
difference. G-d pledges that never again
will there be a destruction of land, animals
or seasons. This was not promised at
Creation.
The notion of G-d promising is shocking.
G-d making promises to man? Is it
prompted by Noah’s offering a sacrifice?
That’s all it takes to get a Divine promise
for all time? Could it be that one little
act of offering sacrifices outweighs all
the horrible evil that man is capable of
perpetrating, and has perpetrated in the
history of mankind – that’s all it takes to
guarantee the world will never deserve to
be destroyed? And just the notion that He
promises to us?
Fifth Aliya (9:8-17). G-d tells Noah and his
family that He is making a covenant with
all living things that the world will never
again be destroyed by Flood. The rainbow
is a sign of this covenant between us. I
will see the rainbow and remember this
eternal covenant.

“We don’t know how Corona
will affect our future so we
decided it would be prudent
to own a place by the sea
which our kids and grandchildren could enjoy with us.”
said another happy client

NOW is the time to take advantage and lock down
a great deal on your dream vacation home –
one which offers sun, pleasant sea breezes along
with beautiful views!
And best of all, it’s very affordable – just 15%
down payment, with mortgages available and bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.

L I V E

O P P O S I T E

T H E

S E A

0544-332621

dav idz@A shke lonProperties.com

The word “brit”, covenant occurs
7 times in this paragraph of 9
verses. We are so familiar with
the rainbow after the flood story that its
plain meaning slips by unnoticed. G-d is
pledging himself to the world. And, as if to
make sure He Himself doesn’t forget, He
places a sign, a reminder of his pledge.
This rainbow is a love story. Noah has got
to be looking around, wondering, “is He
talking to me? What did I do to deserve
this? The Master of the Universe, who just
covered the world in water due to man’s
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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failings, He is committing to me? And
binding Himself with a rainbow, lest He
forget?”
The Creation story crowned man with
majesty, created in the image of G-d. The
Flood recreation story is a love story, the
love of G-d for man, the commitment
He has to man. And while a covenant
has 2 parties, each of whom pledges to
the other, in this covenant nothing is
demanded of man. Only He pledges to us.
Sixth Aliya (9:18-10:32). Noah plants
a vineyard, becomes drunk and lies
exposed in his tent. Cham sees Noah; the
other sons cover him without looking.
Cham is cursed, Shem is blessed, Yefet
granted beauty. Noah’s numerous
descendents are listed, distinctive in
geography and in language.
Noah seems to follow in Adam’s
footsteps – Adam was placed in
the Garden of Eden, Noah plants
a vineyard. But the decline of the new
man is not long in coming. The
generations of Noah are described as
different, distinct, separated into nations,
into languages and distinct geographic
regions. This gives rise to Nimrod, the

May the Torah learned from
this TT be in loving memory of and לע"נ

ר' חיים בן זרח ז"ל

Chaim Greenberg ז"ל

ו' מרחשון התשכ"ו-נלב"ע ב

יהודית בת הרב יהושע דב ז"ל
Julia Fink-Greenberg ז"ל
ט' מרחשון התשס"ו-נלב"ע ב

.ה.ב.צ.נ.ת
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warrior – distinction and groupings gives
natural rise to competition.
Seventh Aliya (11:1-32). The story of
the Tower of Babel, an attempt to unite
mankind results in a dispersion and
proliferation of languages. The genealogy
of Noah’s descendants continues until
Avraham’s family is introduced, who
journey toward the land of Israel.
The story of the Tower of Babel
begins as a desire for unity,
ends with people scattered the
world over. The desire for unity would
seem to be a good thing. However,
usually unity means united under me,
coercing all to be like me. World history
is the history of empires, seeking to make
the world a better place by being just like
me. The theme of dispersion, of exile
which began with Adam being exiled
from the Garden of Eden, and Cain exiled
to wander the world has its next chapter
with the dispersion, the exile of the
builders of the Tower of Babel.
This dispersion and exile of the first 2
parshiot of the Torah will be reversed
with the call to Avraham to come to the
land of Israel.

STATS
2nd of 54 sedras, 2nd of 12 in B'reishit Written on
230 lines in a Torah, rank: 15 18 Parshiyot; 5 open,
13 closed; rank: 12 153 p'sukim - ranks 4th Largest
in B'reishit - tied w/Vayishlach 1861 words - ranks
11 (6th in B'reishit) 6907 letters - ranks 13 (6th in
B'reishit) Drop in ranking for words and letters is
due to No'ach's very short p'sukim. No'ach ranks
49th in words/pasuk and 51st in letters/ pasuk in
the Torah.

MITZVOT
No sedra in B'reishit has shorter p'sukim. None
of the TARYAG mitzvot are from No’ach, yet there
are mitzvot in the sedra, specifically (but not only)
references to the Noahide laws. So too is P'RU
URVU repeated to No'ach - it is counted as a mitzva
from B'reishit, when it was commanded to Adam.

HAFTORAH
ISAIAH 54:1 - 55:5
This Shabbat the haftorah for parshat
Noach is taken from chapter 54 in the navi
Yeshayahu. It describes the nation of Israel
after the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash.
The Navi assures the people that Hashem
will forever share his kindness and love
with His people and He will continue to
protect and sustain the people.
The special connection to parshat Noach
is contained in pasuk 59:9 which refers to
the destruction of Yerushalayim as “...this
is like the waters of Noach to me…”
The Navi concludes with the reassurance
that Hashem remembers His covenant
with the world and His Chosen People.
The degree to which we reveal Hashem’s
presence in our lives is the degree to which
Hashem’s protection and close concern is
realized. It is our responsibility to reveal
Hashem. We achieve this by observing His
commandments and learning His Torah.
To our dear

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
SALES:
OLD KATAMON * New on Market! Spacious 3 en suite
bdrm. apt. Beautifuly renovated! Succah balcony !
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
GERMAN COLONY - Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTER - 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies.
ROMEMA
ROMEMA- New 137 sqm, 5 bdrms. (2 with en suite
bathrooms) parking, storage, succah, view
HAR NOF * Shlav B, 3 bdrms, Succah, storage, view !
* Renovated 4 bdrms, bright and airy, 3 exposures,
MB en suite, large succah, no steps to the building !
* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,
outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!
YAVNIEL - Villa + Rental Units! NIS 2,490,000 !
RENTALS:
OLD KATAMON * Lovely 2 bdrms, furnished, 2 balconies !
HAR NOF Villa, beautiful 6 bedrooms, view!
WOLFSON Renovated 150 sqm furnished 3 bdrms. low oor

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

Marci Rapp
MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
050-424-8359
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Granny Sheila -

an avid Torah Tidbits reader

Mazal Tov on
your special 96th birthday
With love and appreciation from your children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren
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RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
THE PERSON BY
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus
IN THE PARSHA

Survivors
of Trauma

T

here are many words in the
English language that originally
had great power but have become
watered down over the years to the point
of meaninglessness. One such word is
“survivor.” Another is “trauma.”
When I think back to my early adult
life, I remember the word “survivor”
being reserved for those who endured a
severe crisis but, either because of their
exceptional skills or good fortune, emerged
from it with minimal physical harm. They
resumed relatively normal lives but had
to cope with a variety of practical and
emotional challenges.
Nowadays, the word “survivor” is applied
freely even to those who have experienced
the normal and expected daily difficulties
which all human beings face and who
have simply gone on living. “Survivor” has
thus become a term that easily fits all of us.
A similar observation could be made
about the word “trauma.” It was originally
used to describe catastrophic conditions
of great suffering, such as war, lifethreatening illness, and natural disasters.
12
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Nowadays, the term is used freely to
describe far lesser events. So much so that
I recently overheard an ardent sports fans
refer to her favorite team’s loss of several
consecutive ball games as a “recurring
trauma.”
Just last week, we began to reread the
Pentateuch, the Chumash or “Five Books
of Moses.” This week, we read the second
of a year-long series of weekly Torah
portions, Parshat Noach (Genesis 6:911:32). Throughout the coming year, we
will search for the common themes of all
of these readings.
There is one theme which, I suggest,
pervades not only the Chumash, but the
entire Jewish Bible. Indeed, it pervades all
of Jewish history, down to this very day.
This theme is the story of the “survivor;”
the person who lives through trauma and
who copes, one way or another, with life as
a survivor, with life after trauma.
One such person is the hero of this week’s
Torah portion, Noah. Noah survived the
destruction of all of civilization. In the
words of our Sages, he lived to see “a builtup world, a destroyed world, and a rebuilt
world.” Noah was a “survivor of trauma,”
no doubt about it.
There are many other candidates in the
Bible who merit the term “survivor of

trauma,” Adam and Eve suffered trauma.
They lived in paradise. But they lost it.
That’s trauma. They survived and went
on to make lives for themselves. That’s
survival.
King David suffered trauma and was a
survivor. So was Job, and so was Jeremiah.
In a sense, so was Jonah.

The survivor who effectively
deals with the traumas of his
or her past...not only survives
but thrives
Names of survivors in the long history
of our people come readily to mind and
include rabbinic sages such as Rabbi
Yochanan ben Zakkai, Rabbi Akiva, and
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai. Maimonides
suffered trauma and survived mightily, as
did Rabbi Isaac Abarbanel, who writes at
length about the several traumas that he
lived through and survived.
Finally, the horrific Holocaust, the
ultimate trauma, left numerous survivors,
some of whose memoirs are world
famous, such as Victor Frankel, Primo
Levy, and Eli Wiesel. I, for one, and many
of the readers of this column, have known
quite a few survivors.
In a sense, we are all survivors. Who can
teach us the skills of survival?
Let us conceive of Noah as the archetypal
survivor. What can we learn from this
week’s Torah reading about the way he
coped with the challenges of survival
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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in the wake of the world’s nearly total
destruction?
You know the story. Noah and the members
of his immediate family find refuge in the
Ark from the Great Flood. The flood ends,
the waters recede, and finally the Almighty
speaks to Noah and says, “Come out of the
ark, together with your wife, your sons,
and your sons’ wives.” They exit the ark.
They survive the trauma.
But then, what does Noah do? What are
his first actions as a survivor? He starts off
on the proverbial right foot. “Noah built
an altar to the Lord… He offered burnt
offerings on the altar.” Noah expresses his
gratitude to the Almighty.
The Almighty responds in kind. He says,
“Never again will I doom the earth because
of man… Nor will I ever again destroy
every living being, as I have done.”
The Almighty does not stop there. He goes
on to bless Noah and his sons and He
establishes an everlasting covenant with
them.
So far, so good. But we abruptly learn of
Noah’s weakness. We read: “Noah, the tiller
of the soil, was the first to plant a vineyard.
He drank of the wine and became drunk
and he uncovered himself within his tent.
(Genesis 9:20-21)”
Noah resorts to drink to deal with the
challenges that face every subsequent

14
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survivor of trauma. He was the first
survivor to resort to intoxicating
substances to cope with the aftereffects of
trauma, but he most certainly was not the
last.
Is intoxication the only coping method
available to survivors? It is here that I’d
like to bring an insight of Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch into play.
He notes that the Hebrew word in our verse
for “became drunk” is vayishkar. The root
letters of this word are sh-kh-r. Rav Hirsch
notes that there are several other words
in Hebrew with similar root letters. Two
of them are sh-y-r, song or poem, and shk-r, falsehood. He proceeds to explain that
these three terms represent three different
modes of relationship between truth and
reality.
For Rav Hirsch, truth is not synonymous
with reality. Reality is what is, whereas
truth is what can be. The person who uses
sh-y-r, the poetic imagination, knows that
he can transform the truth which often
lies hidden in the present into a new
future reality. He need not live forever in a
condition of post-traumatic stress. He can
use the truth of his poetic imagination, of
his hopes and dreams, to construct a new
and better reality. This is the preferred
mode for the survivor of trauma.
Noah, however, chose a different mode
entirely. He chose sh-kh-r, drink. Faced with
a traumatic reality, he creates for himself a
fantasy reality, stimulated by intoxicating
substances. He opts for a reality distorted
by drink, an artificial reality, an illusion
which fades rapidly with time. This is not

a solution to the problem of post-traumatic
survival.
Then there is a third mode, the mode of
sh-k-r, of falsehood. This mode comes in
many varieties. We now have a vocabulary
for those varieties: denial, false ideologies,
alternate facts, fictitious memories.
These mechanisms will not dissipate
the pernicious effects of traumatic
experiences.
Clearly, Rav Hirsch recommends the
method of sh-y-r, the cultivation of the
positive processes which we all possess, but
of which we are seldom aware: Creative
imagination, enlisting the cooperation of
others, courage, and above all hope.
As Rabbi Jonathan Sacks is wont to explain,
“Hope is not optimism and optimism is
not hope. Optimism is the conviction that
things will be better. Hope is the conviction
that we can make things better.”
The survivor who effectively deals with
the traumas of his or her past strives to
make things better, and in the process
not only survives but thrives, transcends
the painful memories of the past, and
painstakingly constructs a better future.
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Noah failed as a survivor. Perhaps that is
perhaps the essential distinction between
him and the hero of next week’s Torah
portion, Abraham. He too survived
traumas, ten trials by the count of our
rabbis, but he was able to employ the
mode of sh-y-r, not sh-kh-r and not sh-k-r.
He utilized truth to create a new reality,
the reality of monotheism and, eventually,
the reality of the Jewish people.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

The OU Israel family joins the larger Jewish community praying
for the full recovery of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
May the learning of this article be in merit of a full and speedy recovery for the Rav

Please pray for the refua shleima of HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben Liba
לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

Righteousness
is Not
Leadership

T

he praise accorded to Noah is
unparalleled in Tanach. He was,
says the Torah, “a righteous man,
perfect in his generations; Noah walked
with God.” No such praise is given to
Abraham or Moses or any of the Prophets.
The only person in the Bible who comes
close is Job, described as “blameless and
upright (tam ve-yashar); he feared God
and shunned evil” (Job 1:1). Noah is in fact
the only individual in Tanach described as
righteous (tzaddik).
Yet the Noah we see at the end of his life
16
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is not the person we saw at the beginning.
After the Flood:
Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant
a vineyard. When he drank some of its
wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered
inside his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan,
saw his father naked and told his two
brothers outside. But Shem and Japheth
took a garment and laid it across their
shoulders; then they walked in backward
and covered their father’s naked body.
Their faces were turned the other way so
that they would not see their father naked.
(Gen. 9:20-23)
The man of God has become a man of
the soil. The upright man has become a
drunkard. The man clothed in virtue now
lies naked. The man who saved his family
from the Flood is now so undignified that
two of his sons are ashamed to look at him.
This is a tale of decline. Why?
Noah is the classic case of someone who

דברי תורה אלה
יהיו לרפואה שלמה של
שפרה יהודית בת יפה לאה

is righteous, but who is not a leader.
In a disastrous age, when all has been
corrupted, when the world is filled with
violence, when even God Himself – in the
most poignant line in the whole Torah –
“regretted that He had made man on earth,
and was pained to His very core,” Noah
alone justifies God’s faith in humanity, the
faith that led Him to create humankind
in the first place. That is an immense
achievement, and nothing should detract
from it. Noah is, after all, the man through
whom God makes a covenant with all
humanity. Noah is to humanity what
Abraham is to the Jewish people.
Noah was a good man in a bad age. But his
influence on the life of his contemporaries
was, apparently, non-existent. That is
implicit in God’s statement, “You alone
have I found righteous in this whole
generation” (Gen. 7:1). It is implicit also
in the fact that only Noah and his family,
together with the animals, were saved.
It is reasonable to assume that these two
facts – Noah’s righteousness and his lack
of influence on his contemporaries – are
intimately related. Noah preserved his
virtue by separating himself from his
environment. That is how, in a world gone
mad, he stayed sane.
The famous debate among the Sages as
to whether the phrase “perfect in his
generations” (Gen. 6:9) is praise or criticism
may well be related to this. Some said that
“perfect in his generations” means that
he was perfect only relative to the low
standard then prevailing. Had he lived
in the generation of Abraham, they said,
he would have been insignificant. Others
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said the opposite: if in a wicked generation
Noah was righteous, how much greater he
would have been in a generation with role
models like Abraham.
The argument, it seems to me, turns on
whether Noah’s isolation was part of his
character, or whether it was merely the
necessary tactic in that time and place. If
he were naturally a loner, he would not
have gained by the presence of heroes like
Abraham. He would have been impervious
to influence, whether for good or bad. If
he was not a loner by nature but merely
by circumstance, then in another age he
would have sought out kindred spirits and
become greater still.
Yet what exactly was Noah supposed to
do? How could he have been an influence
for good in a society bent on evil? Was he
really meant to speak in an age when no
one would listen? Sometimes people do not
listen even to the voice of God Himself. We
had an example of this just two chapters
earlier, when God warned Cain of the
danger of his violent feelings toward Abel
– “‘Why are you so furious? Why are you
depressed? ... sin is crouching at the door.
It lusts after you, but you can dominate it”
(Gen. 4: 6-7). Yet Cain did not listen, and
instead went on to murder his brother. If
God speaks and people do not listen, how
can we criticise Noah for not speaking
when all the evidence suggests that they

would not have listened to him anyway?
The Talmud raises this very question in
a different context, in another lawless
age: the years leading to the Babylonian
conquest and the destruction of the First
Temple, another lawless age:
R. Aha b. R. Hanina said: Never did a favourable word go forth from the mouth
of the Holy One, blessed be He, of which
He retracted for evil, except the following,
where it is written, “And the Lord said
unto him: Go through the midst of the city,
through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a
mark upon the foreheads of the men that
sigh and cry for all the abominations that
are being done in the midst thereof” (Ezek.
9:4).
The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Gabriel,
“Go and set a mark of ink on the foreheads
of the righteous, that the destroying angels
may have no power over them; and a
mark of blood upon the foreheads of the
wicked, that the destroying angels may
have power over them.” Said the Attribute
of Justice before the Holy One, blessed be
He, “Sovereign of the Universe! How are
these different from those?”
“Those are completely righteous men,
while these are completely wicked,” He
replied. “Sovereign of the Universe!” said
Justice, “they had the power to protest but
did not.”

When bad things are happening in society, when corruption,
violence and injustice prevail, it is our duty to register a
protest, even if it seems likely that it will have no effect
18
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Said God, “Had they protested, they would
not have heeded them.”
“Sovereign of the Universe!” said Justice,
“This was revealed to You, but was it
revealed to them?” (Shabbat 55a)
According to this passage, even the
righteous in Jerusalem were punished at
the time of the destruction of the Temple
because they did not protest the actions
of their contemporaries. God objects to
the claim of Justice: Why punish them for
their failure to protest when it was clear
that had they done so, no one would have
listened? Justice replies: This may be clear
to you or to the angels - meaning, this may
be clear in hindsight – but at the time, no
human could have been sure that their
words would have no impact. Justice asks:
How can you be sure you will fail if you
never try?
The Talmud notes that God reluctantly
agreed with Justice. Hence the strong principle: when bad things are happening in
society, when corruption, violence and injustice prevail, it is our duty to register a
protest, even if it seems likely that it will
have no effect. Why? Because that is what
moral integrity demands. Silence may
be taken as acceptance. And besides, we
can never be sure that no one will listen.
Morality demands that we ignore probability and focus on possibility. Perhaps
someone will take notice and change their
ways - and that “perhaps” is enough.
This idea did not suddenly appear for
the first time in the Talmud. It is stated
explicitly in the book of Ezekiel. This is
what God says to the Prophet:
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“Son of man, I am sending you to the
Israelites, to a rebellious nation that
has rebelled against Me; they and their
ancestors have been in revolt against Me
to this very day. The people to whom I am
sending you are obstinate and stubborn.
Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign
Lord says.’ And whether they listen or
fail to listen—for they are a rebellious
people—they will know that a Prophet has
been among them.” (Ezek. 2:3-5)
God is telling the Prophet to speak,
regardless of whether people will listen.
So, one way of reading the story of Noah is
as an example of lack of leadership. Noah
was righteous but not a leader. He was a
good man who had no influence on his
environment. There are, to be sure, other
ways of reading the story, but this seems
to me the most straightforward. If so, then
Noah is the third case in a series of failures
of responsibility. As we saw last week,
Adam and Eve failed to take personal responsibility for their actions (“It wasn’t
me”). Cain refused to take moral responsibility (“Am I my brother’s keeper?”). Noah
failed the test of collective responsibility.
This way of interpreting the story, if
correct, entails a strong conclusion. We
know that Judaism involves collective
responsibility, for it teaches Kol Yisrael
arevim ze bazeh (“All Israel are responsible
for one another” Shavuot 39a). But it may
be that simply being human also involves
collective responsibility. Not only are
Jews responsible for one another. So are
we all, regardless of our faith or religious
affiliations. So, at any rate, Maimonides
20
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argued, though Nahmanides disagreed.1
The Hassidim had a simple way of making
this point. They called Noah a tzaddik im
peltz, “a righteous man in a fur coat.” There
are essentially two ways of keeping warm
on a cold night. You can wear a thick coat,
or you can light a fire. Wear a coat and you
warm only yourself. Light a fire and you
can warm others too. We are supposed to
light a fire.
Noah was a good man who was not a
leader. Was he, after the Flood, haunted
by guilt? Did he think of the lives he might
have saved if only he had spoken out,
whether to his contemporaries or to God?
We cannot be sure. The text is suggestive
but not conclusive.
It seems, though, that the Torah sets a
high standard for the moral life. It is not
enough to be righteous if that means
turning our backs on a society that is guilty
of wrongdoing. We must take a stand. We
must protest. We must register dissent
even if the probability of changing minds
is small. That is because the moral life is a
life we share with others. We are, in some
sense, responsible for the society of which
we are a part. It is not enough to be good.
We must encourage others to be good.
There are times when each of us must lead.
Shabbat Shalom
Questions (Around The Shabbat Table)
1.

Do you see Noah as “perfect” because

1 See Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot
Melachim 9:14. Ramban, Commentary to
Bereishit 34:13, s.v. Ve-rabbim.
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he managed to maintain this despite
his contemporaries, or was he only
“righteous” relative to the people that
surrounded him?
2.

3.

Why is it so difficult to take a stand on
something we believe in when we are
uncertain of the response?
Is it possible to live in an Ark, or in
complete isolation from society, and
still be considered a moral person?
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ears ago, in my shul in the Bronx,
NY, my father, a”h, would stand
by the Bimah during the Torah
reading and, as Gabbai, he would recite
the Mi Sheberach for the sick. Generally,
he was prepared with a list of names of
those who were ill, but, invariably, there
were those who would approach the
Bimah to give over a name that was not in
the list. The truth is, I was very impressed
at how fluently my father would recite
the names – whether Hebrew names or
Yiddish, or Polish, or German, etc. But
that fascination lasted only until my Bar
Mitzva. After that, I would start timing
how long it took to read off the names
and wondered why it was so necessary to
announce each name and “drag out” the
service. Today, I know, that many Batei
Knesset ask anyone who wishes to add a
name to the “list” to simply say that name
quietly during the short pause before the
Gabbai finishes the tefilla.
I took this stroll down “Memory Lane”
in order to share with you an important
lesson that Rav Soloveitchik taught
regarding this week’s haftarah. The Rav

Mazal Tov to

Avraham & Sarah Kriss
and family on the marriage
of their grandson
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quotes the question posed in the Zohar
about Yishayahu’s expression found in
the haftarah reading. Yishayahu states:
“Ki Mei No’ach zot li”-“For this (Hashem’s
anger) is like the waters of No’ach,”
meaning that just as the flood waters
destroyed quickly and completely but
would never again return-so too Hashem’s
angry punishment destroyed quickly and
completely but would never again be
repeated. These words, naturally, create
the obvious connection to our parasha.
But the Zohar wonders why the navi called
the flood waters, the rushing, tempesttossed waters of destruction, the “waters of
No’ach”. They were, after all, the waters of
Hashem! They were promised by Hashem
and brought by Him to punish the sinners!
We could understand if the flood had been
called the “waters of destruction” or even
the “waters of the wicked”. But why call
them the waters of No’ach??
The Zohar explains that the words of the
navi were meant as a subtle condemnation
of No’ach himself because he was, in a
sense, somewhat responsible for the flood’s
destruction. After all, nowhere do we read
that No’ach prayed for his generation;
nowhere do we find him warning the
people to repent and nowhere do we see
him pleading with G-d to overturn the
evil decree. In fact, the Midrash (D’varim
Rabbah) compares Noah’s inaction to

Moshe Rabbeinu’s action in defending his
people and arguing with G-d to rescind His
decree. The Midrash goes on to suggest that
No’ach was satisfied with the assurance
that he and his family would survive even
if all others would perish.
And that is why the waters of destructions
were called ‘Mei No’ach.”
Rav Soloveitchik taught that, based on the
Zohar, if one is lax in praying for the ill or
indifferent to the Mi Sheberach (or thinks
that it “drags out” the service?) violates the
prohibition of “Lo ta’mod al dam rei’echa”,
standing idly by while another is in danger.
In light of this understanding I’ve become
more sensitive to our tefilla for the sick. The
subtle implication of Yishayahu’s words
as understood by the Zohar condemns
inaction at a time of need. And it therefore
also demands that we focus upon the
‘Tefilla Lshlom HaMedina” as we entreat
G-d to bless the State of Israel and inspire
its leaders, and, similarly, that we listen,
with sincere intent, to our supplication to
Hashem that He protect the defenders of
our country.
This haftarah reminds us of the crime of
indifference: indifference to the individual
in pain, indifference to soldiers in danger
and indifference to a nation in crisis.
And it is for that very reason that I urge
us all to consider what we do when the
prayers are recited in shul. Let us not
be guilty of the trespass of the righteous
No’ach. Let us learn to be different than
he.
Let us not be INdifferent.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Overcoming
Challenging
Times
֥יש ַצ ִּד֛יק ָּת ִמ֥ים ָהָי֖ה ְּב ֽדֹר ָֹת֑יו ֶאת־
ׁ ֵא ֶּ֚לה ּֽתו ְֹלדֹ֣ת נֹ ַ֔ח נֹ ַ֗ח ִא
)ט: (בראשית ו:ָֽה ֱאלֹק֖ים ִה ְת ַה ֶּל ְך־נֽ ַֹח
These are the generations of Noach, Noach
was a righteous man he was perfect in
his generations; Noach walked with God.
(Bereshit 6:9).
There are many derashas on the first
pasuk of parshas noach. Most relate to
the term tzaddik (righteous) and dorosav
(his generation) to determine whether
Noach was a true righteous person or he
was righteous only in comparison to his
society. Let’s focus on a different word in
this pasuk – the word “ ”היה-was.
There is a midrash (Bereshis Rabbah 30:8)
that states that the word ( היהwas) is used
to depict five individuals in tanach. Noach
– Noach was a righteous man (Bereshis
6:9); Yosef – Yosef was seventeen years
old (Bereshis 37:2); Moshe- Moshe was
pasturing the flocks of Yisro (Shemos

3:1); Iyov - There was a man in the land
of Uz whose name was Iyov (Iyov 1:1);
and Mordechai - There was a Judean man
in Shushan the capital, whose name was
Mordechai (Esther 2:5).
The midrash explains that each individual
saw a “new world”. Noach witnessed
the world being destroyed by a flood
and then saw it being rebuilt. Yosef was
enslaved and rose to serve as second to
the King of Egypt. Moshe had to flee from
Pharaoh and later witnessed the entire
Egyptian army drown at Yam Suf. Iyov
suffered terrible losses and eventually
was blessed with being able to rebuild it.
Finally, Mordechai was nearly hanged by
Haman and ultimately witnessed Haman
being hanged on the very tree that was
prepared for Mordechai.

	
  

Obviously, the midrash is not just sharing
some coincidental wordplay. There must
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be some deeper meaning for the use of the
word “hayah” in connection with each of
these individuals and the way they were
able to perceive a “new world”. In his
book “Power of a Vort”, Rabbi Yissachar
Frand offers the following insight.
We witness two diverging approaches
among those who suffer a tragedy. Some
people are able to overcome a seemingly
hopeless situation, while others become
obsessed with their troubles, romanticize
over how wonderful the past was and it
becomes impossible for them to move
on. Perhaps the lesson this midrash is
suggesting – lies in the word “hayah” –
was. The key to being able to experience
a “new world” is to let the past fade
rather than harp on it. For example, it
must have been very difficult for Noach
to adapt to the new reality following his
exit from the ark. There was not a soul to
be found. Complete destruction- as what
would transpire following a nuclear war.
Climate change. Noach did not sit and
contemplate his glorious past, rather he
let it go. He began to build his future- at
the age of 601!
We witnessed this in our generation with

people who survived the Holocaust. The
Klausenberg Rebbe for example, lost his
wife and eleven children, yet he was able
to pick up the pieces, rebuild and establish
a Hassidic dynasty with tens of thousands
of followers. This was possible because
he had the attitude of “hayah” – what
happened in the past was terrible, but he
was able to put it behind him and move
forward. Again, this is not an easy task
and we cannot judge anyone’s reaction to
experiencing a tragic event. Yet, in order
to be able to rebuild, one has to put the
past behind them and focus on building a
brighter future.
We are all currently experiencing very
challenging times. Some people are out
of a job, others are ill or lost a loved one.
Our daily routines have been adjusted.
Communal events substantially curtailed.
The message of this midrash should echo
within each of us. No matter how difficult
and challenging the current environment,
we cannot allow ourselves to dwell on the
past, rather we have to focus on what can
be done to rebuild. May we be able to
emulate these five individuals who rose
from despair and were each successful at
building a bright future.
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Ark’s Aim

T

eivat Noach features prominently
in our parashah. The Ramban notes
that even ten arks would not have
been able to contain Noach, his family and
all the animals. If Hashem was going to
perform a miracle of salvation for Noach,
why was it specifically through the ark?
Rashi (B'reishit 6:14) notes that the 120year process of building the ark enabled
the people of Noach’s generation to
inquire about his task and be inspired to
do teshuva. Rabbi Birnbaum in Bekarei
Shemo raises an interesting question
on this Rashi. Why didn’t Hashem send
a Navi to awaken them to do teshuva
just as He sent Yonah to awaken the
people of Nineveh? Why wasn’t Noach
sent to speak to the people directly? He
explains that the generation of the Flood
had corrupted their middot so entirely
that they were not even worthy of being
aroused to repentance. In this respect

Mazal Tov to

Devra & Gidon Ariel
and family
on the birth of a grandson
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Noach’s generation was beyond salvation.
However if one would awaken himself
through observing the deeds of Noach he
would be worthy of salvation. Hence, the
ark was a medium of Hashem’s kindness,
giving someone who otherwise deserved
to die a chance to be saved.
Vayavinu BaMikra comments on the
psychological element in building the
ark. It is basic human nature to be
swayed by societal influence and peer
pressure. Hashem was afraid that Noach
and his sons would be swept up by the
negative climate of his time. Building the
ark allowed them to create an ‘island’ of
fortification, enabling them to hold tight
to their beliefs and values. Oftentimes
strength of conviction in the heart is not
enough. A person needs to concretize his
beliefs in physical action as protection.
Rabbi Milevsky in Ner Uziel focuses on the
value of living in the ark that was a lesson
for Noach. The generation of the Flood
followed the ideology of Adam and prided
themselves on their individuality. Indeed,
this independence created a society
that lacked respect for one another,

hence robbery became commonplace.
One purpose of the ark was to create a
cohesive society where they could learn
the benefits of unity, dependence and
community.
An additional lesson that the sojourn
in the ark taught was the importance
of kindness. Rabbi Goldvicht in Asufot
Maarachot explains based on the Midrash
that Noach and his family spent the entire
year with sleepless nights feeding the
animals. As such they were trained to be
givers and concerned with others' needs
aside from themselves.
Building the teivah was thus the perfect
channel to inspire Noach’s generation,
build Noach himself and initiate building
the new world.

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI JUDAH
OU-NCSY
MISCHEL Mashpiah,
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

Half Full

J

ust Love Them: The Life and Legacy
of Rabbi Dovid Trenk is a ‘howto’ guide for becoming a more
sensitive, patient and loving person. It is
the latest masterpiece written by my dear
friend Reb Yisroel Besser, a book filled
with inspiring stories of mentorship and
guidance. It is a powerful book sharing the
uplifting vision and incredible ayin tovah,
positivity, of the legendary educator and
rosh yeshivah.
Reb Yisroel tells the story of a prospective
student visiting Adelphia Yeshivah. On
Shabbos, the visitor was shocked when
one of the talmidim came around asking
others if they had any batteries. He was
bewildered, and concluded that this was
certainly not the kind of yeshivah he was
looking for.
Later, the young man informed the
menahel, Rabbi Trenk, that he wouldn’t
be staying at the yeshivah, and described
how he saw a talmid being mechalel
Shabbos, violating the laws and sanctity
of Shabbat. Rabbi Trenk shook his head
28
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vigorously in disagreement: “No, this
didn’t happen. It’s not possible. It just
can’t be.”
The visitor persisted, arguing: “But Rabbi,
I saw it happen!”
Speaking from the heart, Rabbi Trenk had
a unique ability to deliver a strong and
direct message with clarity and kindness,
‘laced with love’. The Rav looked him in
the eye and said, “You know, you’re right.
Maybe this is not the right yeshivah for
you….”
Rabbi Trenk’s point was clear: ‘Here, we
strive to see people from the inside out;
we put our learning into practice and we
judge favorably. If you are automatically
going to judge an apparent desecration
of Shabbos as the reality, if you are not
going to look deeper than the surface
appearance, this isn’t the place for you.’
The young man internalized the message,
remained in the yeshivah and grew to
become an outstanding ben Torah, and
one of Rabbi Trenk’s closest talmidim.

“These are the generations of Noach:
Noach was an ish tzadik tamim b’dorosav,
righteous and wholehearted, perfect, in
his generations. Noach walked with G-d”
(Bereishis, 6:9). Rashi comments: Yeish
m’Rabboseinu dorshim...l’shvach, “Some of

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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our Sages interpret the word b’dorosav ‘in
his generation’ favorably. Had Noach lived
in a generation surrounded and supported
by other righteous people, he would have
accomplished even more and reached
greater heights.” V’yeish sh’dorshim oso
l’gnai, “Others interpret it as derogatory:
Noach was only relatively accomplished.
In comparison with his lowly generation
he was indeed righteous, but if he had
been in the generation of Avraham Avinu,
Noach would not have been considered a
significant contributor.”
Each year I am struck by the analysis
that seems to negatively judge the tzadik
chosen by G-d to be the rescuer and new
progenitor of the human race. Of all the
people on the planet, Hashem chooses
Noach to continue and sustain life through
the Mabul, and to rebuild society after the
storm passes, readying the world to move
forward. Isn’t it perhaps presumptuous
to judge him negatively? Are we like a
“Monday morning armchair quarterback”
when we compare Noach to tzadikim of
different generations and circumstances,
and find him lacking?
Rebbe Chaim Hager, zy’a, the Toras Chaim
of Kosov, shares a diyuk, a pointed insight
into Rashi’s language. There are two
categories of people mentioned. Yeish
m’Rabboseinu dorshim l’shvach, “There
are from among our teachers those who
are, by definition, seeing the good and
judging favorably.” And then on the other
hand, Yesh sh’dorshim oso l’gnai, “There
are those who see what is lowly, what is
lacking,” and compare Noach negatively
to other generations. Rashi only refers to
30
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the first kind of people as Rabboseinu, “our
teachers’’. The latter category, those who
are doreish l’gnai can not be considered
“our teachers”.

Rebbe Menachem Nachum Twersky, zy’a,
of Chernobyl was one of the early students
of the Baal Shem Tov, and his Sefer Meor
Einayim delivers beautiful, subtle insights
which express much light of the Baal Shem
Tov.
The Meor Einayim inquires: if Noach’s
legacy and place in history is open
to discussion, and if there is room to
“interpret” Noach positively or negatively
— why be doreish l’gnai at all? If we can
choose how to see an event, scenario or
person, why focus on what is lacking or
failing, when we are able to focus on what
is positive or succeeding?
How we look at each other is our choice. In
every situation in life, at home and at work,
with our loved ones and with strangers,
and even (especially!) with regard to
ourselves, we have the opportunity to
frame reality as ‘half full’ rather than ‘half
empty’. At the start of this new year, let us
choose firmly to be doreish l’shevach, to
view Hashem’s Creation through a lens of
positivity. May Hashem help us turn our
learning into practice and see the good in
ourselves and others.

Let the Torah
change your life.

NEW

FROM MAGGID BOOKS:

Judaism's
Life-Changing Ideas
by

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks
Available now at local Jewish bookstores,
and www.korenpub.com.
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OU Israel at
SUN, OCT 25
9:00 AM

Online Shiurim & Programs

9:15 AM

9:00 AM

Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/144986284

Minchat Chinuch https://
zoom.us/j/89983298537

10:30 AM

9:15 AM

Rabbi David Walk

Mrs. Pearl Borow

10:15 AM

Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.us/j/92253147141

Rabbi Aharon Adler

TUE, OCT 27

MON, OCT 26

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

Rav Soloveitchik on the Parsha
https://zoom.us/j/700303855

Mrs. Shira Smiles Torah
Tapestries (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/98629920642

11:45 AM

10:30 AM

Mishlei: Wisdom for Life (L’Ayla)
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82280847618

Ethics, Family and Society
in the writings of Rav Hirsch, Rav
Kook and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.us/j/81925157325

Parshat HaShavua https://zoom.
us/j/195174554

2:00 PM

4:30PM

The Giants who Shaped Modern
Orthodoxy
https://zoom.us/j/403831319

11:30 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura S,T,TH
https://zoom.us/j/887981820

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

7:00 PM

4:30 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Men’s Gemara B’Iyun S,M,W,Th
https://zoom.us/j/86466998217
Passcode: ouisrael

9:00 PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

8:00AM
Special Event

Yom Aliya Celebration
https:// zoom.
us/j/89599008778
Passcode: ouisrael

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

Rabbi Sam Shor Penimiut
HaTorah- Inspiration from the
Masters of Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

*L’AYLA CLASSES
ARE FOR WOMEN
ONLY

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

5:00 PM

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/85177782268

8:00PM
Special Event

Ulpan Torani Workshop
https://zoom.
us/j/86960865029
Passcode: ouisrael

MISSED A CLASS?

You can watch the recording
at www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
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in the comfort of your Home
WED, OCT 28

THURS, OCT 29

9:00 AM

9:15AM

Halacha and Medina https://
zoom.us/j/6878683646

Learning from Rachel Imenu
https:// zoom.us/j/84196007386

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski

10:15 AM

10:15 AM

Contemporary Issues in Halacha
& Hashkafa https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/615813416

11:30 AM

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Rabbi Anthony Manning

Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:30 AM

Rabbi Alan Kimche

Great Jewish Thinkers https://
zoom.us/j/772450422

Unlocking the Messages
of Chazal https://zoom.
us/j/488542635

4:30PM

2:00 PM

7:00 PM

4:30PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell
Rabbi Baruch Taub Halacha

https://zoom.us/j/709706986

8:30 PM

Rabbi Ezra Friedman

Practical Kashrut https://zoom.
us/j/698124792

8:30 PM

Rav Meir Goldwicht (Hebrew)
Parshat Hashavua
https:// zoom.us/j/2244321902
Passcode: 18

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

8:00 PM

Rabbi Ari Kahn. Parshat
HaShavua https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009

4:00PM
Special Event

Parshat Lech Lecha
Kids’ Kollel
https:/ zoom.
us/j/87159465384

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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CELEBRATING ALIYA

Photo: Cincy Kaplan

Sunday, October 25, 8:00pm

A special Yom Aliya commemoration with opening
remarks from Rabbi Shmuel Goldin followed by
a panel discussion moderated by Heather Dean,
featuring Olim who have overcome challenges to
thrive here in Israel.

Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/89599008778
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

l

02-560-9110
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Join us for the first international event commemorating the

YAHRTZEIT OF RACHEL IMENU
Wednesday October 28th, י”א חשון-אור ל
8:30 pm Israel / 2:30 pm New York (EST)

I Heard a Voice in the Garden: A Doctor’s Personal Journey

rachelmoreshet1@gmail.com

FEATURING:

Women Reaching Higher

Dr. Sara Lea Mansheim

Rebbetzin Slovie (Jungreis) Wolff - Yesh Tikvah
Rebbetzin Tziporah (Heller) Gottlieb - עבדו את ה’ בשמחה
Rebbetzin Miriam Adani - Hashem Is Calling Us!
Register at ouisrael.org/events/rachelimenu
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For Women
Only

Calling all Children Grades 1-5!
Join OU Israel for some Pre-Shabbos Ruach!!!

PARSHAT LECH LECHAH KIDS’ KOLLEL
Thursday, October 29, 4:00pm

- Learn hands-on about the Parsha through a special Origami
workshop and an interactive Parsha Kahoot game!
FREE
OF CHARGE

Register at:
www.ouisrael.org/events/lechlechakids
Zoom link - https://zoom.us/j/87159465384
OU ISRAEL CENTER l WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG l 02-5609110
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

W

hen contemplating the experience of these past many
months, one cannot help but
be struck by the parallel to our Sedra this
Shabbat. As Parshat Noach begins, the
world is about to be imperiled, even face
the brink of destruction, and Hakadosh
Baruch Hu instructs Noach to build a
teiva, which will not only offer shelter
and protection during the onslaught of
rain and flood that is about to descend
upon earth, but also ensure the survival
of humanity and many other species of
animals.
These past many months as each of us
have stowed away in our own proverbial
teiva, protected and insulated from
the challenges and potential danger
of coronavirus, perhaps we can gain
a glimmer of hope from looking more
deeply at our Sedra this week.
In the directives as to how Noach should
construct the teiva, Hashem tells Noach:
Tzohar Taaseh LaTeiva - you shall make a
light for the teiva....
What was this tzohar, the source of
light, that Noach placed within the teiva? Rashi offers two potential interpretations: According to one opinion it was
a window, while according to others the
tzohar was a precious stone that shined
38
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brightly and lit up the teiva.
Each of these interpretations leaves us
to ask a fundamental question. How
could one window or one shiny jewel
provide sufficient light for a massive
structure with multiple stories and
compartments?
The Baal Shem Tov zy’a, offers a beautiful
answer to this very question. Noach’s
mission was to take a world of miserytzarah- and transform it to a world of
light - Hashem instructs him to make
a tzohar. The word tzohar is made up
of the same letters as the word tzarah.
Noach’s mission is indeed to transform
the darkness and misery to light.
The Baal Shem Tov continued to explain
that the word teiva can also simply
mean word. When we recite words of
tefila or divrei torah they metaphysically
serve as a source of light not only for
ourselves but for the entire world.
Perhaps this idea presented by the holy
Baal Shem Tov can be a source of chizuk
for each of us during these trying times.
Yehi Ratzon, may the light that each of us
can continue to bring into this difficult
period through our words of tefila and
through sharing divrei torah with one
another be a source of chizuk for each
of us and for the entire world.

Talbieh: 4 rooms, good
exposures elevator, parking.

Cut and paste this corrected box
in your calendar.
The yearly calendar has been updated
online. Feel free to print the updated
version from torahtidbits.com

Kislev
Rosh Chodesh Kislev is Tuesday November 17

For Sale

Katamon: 5 room apt. 130 sq. duplex
with roof terrace, Car park, Quiet st. 4.5
million nis.
Talbieh: 5 rooms. Luxury apt. in a small
building, renovated, 4 exposures, succa,
parking, elevator.
Katamon: Garden apt. 5 rooms 3 baths.
renovated, parking, Centrally located to shops,
transportation.
Rechavia Wolfson towers: 5 rooms 2.5 baths
Renovated. Shabbat elevator, Knesset view.
Pinsker building: 3.5
rooms, views, terrace,
parking, long term.

For Rent
For Rent

Talbieh: 5 rooms Well kept Shabbat elevator,
parking, Immediate.

Chanukah is celebrated
from Dec. 10 at night until Dec. 18
Shabbat Mevarchim is Parshat Vayeshev

SHIFFY SHNELLER REAL ESTATE

052-2639702 | www.shneller.co.il

OU ISRAEL CENTER

39

OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

The Proper
Form to
Immerse
Utensils- Part 2
Complete Submersion
As mentioned previously, our Sages
compared immersion for family purity
to the immersion of utensils (Avodah
Zarah 75:b). A basic condition of any
immersion is to be completely submerged
under water. Our Sages state that if even
a pinky finger remains outside the water
during the immersion process, it is as if
immersion did not take place (see Beit
Yosef YD 198). This condition relates to
immersing utensils as well. For example,
when immersing a pot, it is important
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to make sure that water fills the inner
surface of the pot, and that an air pocket
does not form. Similarly, when immersing
a bottle with a narrow neck, it should be
kept under water until it fills up (Beit
Yosef and Shulchan Aruch YD 202:8).
This requirement of completely submersing utensils also applies to the lid
and handles of the utensil. Even though
the handles are not essential for the use
of the utensil, they are considered an inseparable part of the utensil and thus require immersion (Aruch Hashulchan YD
120:15). It should be noted that even if the
attached handle is made of a material that
is exempt from immersion, such as rubber, the handles must still be immersed
along with the rest of the utensil (Darchei
Teshuva YD 120:96). Lids also require immersion as steam reaches them during
the cooking process and are, therefore,
considered part of the utensil (Aruch

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

Hashulchan 120:32, see also Rema YD
120:5). However, lids and pot covers may
be immersed separately.
Holding the utensil
Holding the utensil beneath the water
may prevent the water from reaching all
parts of the utensil during the immersion
process. The Mishna in Mikvaot (8:5)
brings two opinions regarding how
to grasp the utensil. According to Rav
Shimon, in order to allow water to make
contact with all areas, the utensil should
be held loosely. Tana Kama maintains
that one should wet his hand with water
from the mikvah before grasping the
utensil. Early authorities dispute if Rav
Shimon and Tana Kama were arguing
or simply giving different solutions.
The Rambam (Mikvaot 2:11) writes that
according to Tana Kama a loose grip is
not sufficient and one must also wet his
hand. This is based on the concern that
one would hold the utensil tightly so as
not to drop it, thereby preventing the
water from coming in contact with all
areas of the utensil. The Rashba rules that
there is no dispute between Rav Shimon
and Tana Kama, and that Tana Kama is
not concerned that one will grasp tightly.

water from the mikvah. The Rema (ibid)
emphasizes that when one wets his hand
it should be with water in the mikvah. It
is important to note that if someone were
to wet his hand from the mikvah and then
remove his hand from the water, it would
not qualify. Once the water has left the
mikvah it is no longer considered mikvah
water but, rather, “drawn water.”
In conclusion, one may either lightly
grasp the utensil while immersing it, or
wet one’s hand in the mikvah prior to
grasping the utensil and then immerse
it with the wet hand. Later authorities
(Darchei Teshuva YD 120:30) agree that
both methods are acceptable. There is
no need to transfer utensils from hand
to hand while they are under water.
The above solutions guarantee a kosher
immersion without letting the utensil fall
or become damaged.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

The Shulchan Aruch (YD 120:2) rules
leniently, and allows either holding the
utensil loosely or wetting one’s hand with
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

Vice and
Victory in the
Vineyard

T

he Torah employs a few short verses
to describe a dramatic scene that
redirects the future of mankind.

Following the flood, Noach overindulged
in wine and became drunk. As a result of
this he places himself in an embarrassing
and humiliating scenario.“He [Noach]
drank of the wine and became drunk,
and he uncovered himself within his tent”
(Bereshit 9:21).
We note the various responses of Noach’s
three sons, Shem, Cham, and Yefet:

The first on the scene was Noach’s son,
Cham. “Cham...saw his father’s nakedness
and told his two brothers outside.” (ibid.
9:22). Straight away Cham is cursed by his
father for his conduct.1
Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik zt’l finds Noach’s
indignation perplexing and seeks to pinpoint the serious nature of Cham’s sin.
1 The verse literally states that Noach
cursed Canaan. However it is understood
that this curse is placed on his son Cham as
a result of his inappropriate behavior.
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According to the Rav, Noach’s son, Cham,
seems to be more than pleased to discover
a deficiency in his father. Furthermore,
he was happy to reveal it publicly. Cham
was the type of person who was more
than eager to prove that the righteous
individual, who others thought so highly
of, is really not such a tzaddik after all
(Yemei Zikaron, p.128-129).
Apparently, the Rav’s insight is an
amplification of the Ramban’s comment
concerning Cham’s sin. The Ramban
explains that Cham’s sin was that he
should have modestly covered his father’s
nakedness and concealed his shame by
telling no one. Instead, he broadcast the
matter to his two brothers, publicly, in
order to demean Noach. The Seforno
similarly suggests that he rejoiced at the
indignity of his father and eagerly told
his brothers. And the Bechor Shor states
that Cham could have, and should have,
covered Noach himself.
The Rav commenting on this episode
emphasized that in no way do we attempt
to legitimize the actions of Noach; clearly
he acted in poor judgment and erred.
But Cham should have judged his father
favorably. After all, his father had just
experienced an extraordinary challenge;
he is now a survivor who had witnessed
the destruction of the world around him
and had seen with his own eyes humanity’s

demise. Only following this travail does
he drink a little too much wine. Must
this mistake be disclosed and circulated?
Seemingly, only a mean spirited individual
would be so inclined. (Mesorat Harav,
Bereshit, pp. 62-63)
Rashi offers two other explanations
regarding the transgression of Cham
which suggest that he committed an even
more egregious sin.
“Rav and Shmuel disagree. One says that
he castrated him. The other says that he
sexaully abused him. (Sanhedrin 70a,
cited by Rashi on the verse). Rabbi Moshe
Lichtenstein shlit”a, a grandson of Rabbi
Soloveitchik and Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat
Har Etzion, suggested that these two
opinions represent two ways in which
Cham rejected his father. The opinion
that he castrated his father alludes to the
notion that Cham no longer saw Noach as
relevant in his eyes. Noach’s vitality and
creative forces had dwindled and Cham
felt that his father Noach was no longer an
influence in his life. The second opinion
that suggests that Cham exploited his
father is representative of belittling his
father and relating to him in a controlling
manner. He takes advantage of his father
in order to achieve power for himself and
greater influence. (‘Noach and His Sons”,
Sicha of Harav Moshe Lichtenstein, VBM)
In contrast to Cham’s misdeed, we take
note of the laudable actions of his two
brothers. Shem and Yefet, in contrast, responded very differently. They turn their
faces and hide their eyes from seeing their
father’s humiliation. “And Shem and Yefet
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took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and they walked backwards, and covered their father’s nakedness; their faces
were turned away, and they saw not their
father’s nakedness.” (9:23).
It is significant to note that although it
appears that Shem and Yefet work in tandem, Rashi detects a significant difference
between the response of Shem and his
brother Yefet. The verb ‘took” (vayikach as
opposed to the plural form, vayikchu) is in
the singular because Shem alone took the
initiative in performing the meritorious
deed; Yefet then came and joined him.
Rashi quotes the Midrash which distinguishes between the reward given to
Shem and the reward given to Yefet. The
descendants of Shem [i.e. the Jewish people] were rewarded with the precept of
‘tallit shel tzitzit’, garments with fringes,
and the descendents of Yefet were rewarded with burial in Eretz Yisrael. The midrash explains the latter by quoting a verse
from the book of Yechezkel (39:11) which
describes the people of Gog, who are the
descendants of Yefet, who are given proper
burial. (Rashi 10:23)
A perplexing midrash. In what way do
the rewards fit? How does the mitzvah of
tzitzit and burial of the dead have any correlation to the actions of Shem and Yefet?
Rabbi Soloveitchik brilliantly explained
that the midrash is suggesting two distinctly different motivations which propelled
each individual to act as they did. The Rav
phrased it this way: “One of the brothers
was motivated by ‘ethical’ concerns the other ‘aesthetic.’” ( דף רע”ב,)נפש הרב
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The following is his elucidation:
Shem acted out of duty to that which is ethical and moral. Yefet was motivated by a
sense of etiquette. Shem immediately was
driven to do that which he knew to be right
and principled. This notion is suggestive of
the mitzvah of tzitzit where the halacha
states that the garment is worn underneath one’s clothes, only the fringes are
exposed (Orach Chaim, Magen Avraham,
Siman 8; 13). This is an example of a mitzvah not publicly broadcasted. It is fulfilled
privately, as an act of commitment and in
response to a higher calling. In contrast
the act of Yefet which was prompted by his
brother Shem’s initiative is associated with
the act of burial which relates to affording
another person their dignity. Yefet acts
appropriately but he does not reach the
heights of one ethically driven.
The Rav’s interpretation appears to be
based on the Netziv’s comment (9:23). The
Netziv, Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin
(1816-1893) argues that Shem’s alacrity in
addressing the situation, not waiting for
the assistance of others, is a reflection of
the fact that he felt completed to act, akin
to performing a mitzvah in which one responds to an obligation. Yefet only steps in
to help after seeing that it was difficult for
his brother to cover his father without his
assistance.
The Rav powerfully posited there is a
marked difference between the two acts.
The presence of God is drawn to one who
acts purely and for the sake of that which
is right and good.
In this context the Rav interprets a puz-

zling pasuk which contains the blessing
Noach confers to his two sons following
their honorable actions: “May God bring
the beauty of Yefet, and may He dwell in
the tents of Shem.”(10:27) The words yaft
and yafet both relate to the notion of beauty and aesthetics. Yefet, acted with this motivation in mind therefore this will be their
lasting heritage. Shem on the other hand,
will be blessed with the Divine Presence.
One who acts ethically and morally and
does so sincerely, even when surrounded
by others who act otherwise, are deserving of God’s direct rewards.
Learning from the Rav:
We can more deeply understand the episode we have analyzed above by considering the fact that this is the first episode
reported by the Torah following the flood.
Man is reestablishing his presence on
earth. Perhaps Noachs’s sons represent
three typologies.
First, Cham, unfortunately, signifies the
personality type that promulgates hate
and destruction. He seeks the demise of
others.
The mishna in Pirkei Avot (4:24) issues a
warning against such conduct: “Shmuel
the younger used to quote: If your enemy
falls, do not rejoice; if he stumbles let not
your heart be glad…” (Mishlei 24). If this
is true concerning an enemy, how much
more so is this true regarding a friend or
family member.

the honor that should be afforded to all
men. These are worthy ideals but they do
not represent the loftier principles that
man is to pursue.
Our loftiest aspiration must be directed toward attaining the traits of Shem. It is he
who acted decisively and was driven by a
sincere dedication to morality and virtue.
What more do we know about the life of
Shem? The Jewish people trace their lineage back to Shem. Avraham is a direct
descendant of Shem, not Cham or Yefet. We
shed even more light on the personality of
Shem and his influence by citing the fact
that he established a place of study. The
sages teach that Yaakov stopped at the beit
medrash, study house of Shem and Ever for
fourteen years on his flight from Esav to
his uncle’s house in Aram (Rashi, Bereshit
28:9). Yaakov entered the study hall of
Shem and Ever to absorb the value system
that served him well in the challenging milieu he would soon face.
As Jews we are both the genetic and spiritual heirs of our ancestor Shem. Shem’s
moral and principled conduct laid the
foundation for a noble way of life which
would be developed and perfected by his
esteemed descendant Avraham. Indeed,
Shem’s ethical code formed the spiritual
bedrock of the Jewish nation for the rest of
time.

Second, Yefet’s approach is valuable and
a great reward is promised to those who
adopt it. His prime interest is respect and
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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“Each According To Its Species”
Why Is Kila’im Forbidden? (Part 2)

L

ast week we raised a philosophical
question: why is it forbidden to graft
to different types of trees together
(kilei ilan), if it enhances fruit quality and
quantity? Moreover, without forbidden
grafts there would be significantly less
fruit variety!

Another objection voiced against cloning—even among secular thinkers—was
as follows: humans should not meddle
with natural order (what we would call
Divine Order), since such interference
can have far-reaching consequences and
possibly devastating consequences.

I have not found a completely satisfying
answer to this difficult question. However,
I believe we can compare it to the moralethical question of genetic cloning—a.k.a.
the case of Dolly the sheep.

We can view tree grafting similarly.
While these grafts certainly sophisticate
the world and improve our lives,
perhaps it crosses the red line of
interference with G-’d Creation—even
if “merely” spiritual lines are blurred
that don’t have physical manifestations.
The end does not justify the means.
For this reason we graft only like species,
which are halachically permitted and can
develop the world—even if at a lesser
level than grafting unlike species. Indeed,
finding permissible and agriculturally
viable rootstock and scion pairs is one of
the many endeavors of Torah VeHa’aretz
Institute.

Cloning is the subject of heated controversy. It is forbidden to clone humans
and animals in many countries, even
though it could considerably contribute
to mankind. It is banned because we are
concerned with its ramifications: creating
a superhuman race of clones with select
genes and mental prowess, who can exploit their superiority for dark purposes.
The same holds true with the rejection
of eugenics (the practice and advocacy of
controlled selective breeding of human
populations to improve genetic composition), viewed as the basis for Nazi Racial
Theory. Furthermore, cloning might also be dangerous to mothers and fetuses.
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Real Life Rescues

Choosing To Face The Consequences

1221

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Erez Agassi lives in Shoham and strives to make a difference
every day and help those around him. Like many of his fellow Israelis, Erez has been facing
increased pressure at his place of employment as of late, with coronavirus-related stressors
building, making it increasingly difficult to continue responding to medical emergencies when
they arise.
One morning last week, Erez was commuting from his home in Shoham to his workplace in
the central city of Lod, when traffic suddenly slowed to a crawl. Suspecting an accident had
occurred, Erez wove his ambucycle ahead past the line of cars to investigate. Unfortunately,
his fears were confirmed – a moped rider had been struck by another vehicle and was lying
on the asphalt bleeding from his injuries.
Erez now faced a moment of truth; though
the clock was ticking, he would be late for
work and faced possible consequences
from his employer. Regardless of the
consequences, the dedicated EMT didn’t
hesitate. He radioed-in to headquarters for
back-up, positioned his ambucycle with the
lights flashing to protect the 30-year-old
victim from oncoming traffic, and selflessly got to work caring for the young man, bandaging
his wounds and immobilizing his injured limbs.
A fellow volunteer arrived to assist with the rescue, followed several minutes later by a Mobile
Intensive Care Unit (MICU) ambulance. The ambulance driver knows Erez well and instructed
his crew to follow the United Hatzalah volunteer’s directives, as the ambucycle EMT ‘ran the
call’. Soon the patient was stable and ready for transport; Erez and his colleagues applied a
neck brace, secured the young man to a backboard, and loaded him into the awaiting MICU
for evacuation to the nearest trauma center. One of Erez’s co-workers drove by him while he
was treating the injured motorcyclist and continued on his way to work.
When Erez finally made it into work, he was concerned about repercussions from his boss.
He walked into the building and his supervisor came over to him, put an arm on his shoulder
and told him that in spite of his being late, he approved of Erez’s decision to stop and help as
it was the responsible thing to do.
“My co-worker had told my boss that I was late because I was helping an injured motorcyclist.
He had seen me at the scene and told my boss that I was coming in late and that I was due to
me helping save someone’s life. My boss was very supportive in spite of the pressure that we
are all facing. When faced with an accident, especially when I am the first at the scene, there
really is no choice but to stop and help. I didn’t even think twice about stopping. I did what
needed to be done. Thankfully my boss was understanding and the motorcyclist got the care
that he needed.”
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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New
Beginnings

P

arshat Noach talks of new
beginnings, but also of the transition
from the old world to the new, of
the possibilities of potential. And Noach,
bottled up within the Ark – in a sort of
lockdown, if you will – is set to leave it, but
only when the waters have diminished
sufficiently. And only when a sign of life
indicates that the creative force within
him as the progenitor of this new world
can actualize itself.
So how does Noach know that that time has
come? The Torah narrative takes up seven
pesukim to tell us. The text relates of the raven (Ha’orev -  )הערבand the dove (HaYona
–  )היונהthat are sent out of the Ark to discover whether the waters have subsided: First
the raven, then the dove. Our commentators questioned, however, why the raven?
And why two birds whose features and
characteristics are so contrasted?
The raven in its root represents evil,
incorporating as it does the word ( רעevil)
and the term ( ערבErev – eventide), hinting
of dusk and darkness and Din, harsh
judgement (Ramchal). The raven thus
embodies that which brought about the
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flood. No wonder that the narrative relates
of the bird being sent away, seemingly
without any particular purpose: “He
(Noach) sent out the raven – [but] it kept
going and returning until the waters dried
upon the earth” (Bereishit 8:7).
It appears that the raven did not want
to complete the implied mission or any
mission; it hovered around the Ark. The
raven is black, the raven is an impure bird
( ;)טמאits voice is rasp and its movements
awkward. The raven is unkind to its
offspring and will attack other birds’ nests
for food. It prefers to take than give, readily
seeking the nearby bread in the Ark.
Nevertheless, as Chanan Porat observes
incisively: Noach may yet have sent
the bird out to give evil a chance to do
reparation, to be part of the approaching
redemptive process.

By comparison, the dove is soft-colored,
even white, a pure bird, loyal to her
offspring, whose voice is sweet and whose
movements are graceful. The dove is
generous and invokes Chesed (Kindness),
the removal of judgement. Now, Noach
sends the dove, a far more appropriate
messenger to hail the upcoming salvation.
But it takes three journeys of the bird’s
foraging until Noach can assuredly elect

to leave the Ark. After returning emptyhanded, on its second trip, the bird brings
back a fresh fig leaf indicating the stirring
of life once again. However, from her third
mission, she does not return: It is as if the
dove is beckoning Noach to join her in this
revived world.
The dove symbolizes what is good and
pure. And, not surprisingly, in Shir
Hashirim, Knesset Yisrael is compared to
the dove –
“O my dove that is in the cleft of the rock
In the covert of the cliff,
Let me see your countenance,
Let me hear your voice,
For sweet ( )ערבis your voice
And your countenance is comely.”

It took time until the dove finally signaled
the birth of the new world, and Noach
and his entourage could begin the task of
rebuilding society. So we might garner that
the process of recovering from lockdown
is going to take time and that the Ge’ulah
will eventually come.
We might too realize that the raven whose
name symbolizes evil and distress also
incorporates within it the term “ – רעrei’a”
(friend) and ( ערבsweet, pleasant). Thus to
remind us that we are all one people who
stand together – even as on Kol Nidre night
we pray together, even with the sinners –
and that there is yet hope that from these
dark times will emerge light.
Shabbat Shalom!
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Davening for
a Friend on
Shabbat
Question: I regularly daven that my
friend will find a shidduch. May I do so,
mentioning her name, on Shabbat?
Answer:
After
seeing
ostensibly
conflicting sources on making requests
of Hashem on Shabbat and seeing
some distinctions that poskim raise, we
can address your question about your
friend’s shidduch needs.
The Yerushalmi (Shabbat 15:3) forbids
davening for needs on Shabbat. It
asks on this rule from the part of
Birkat Hamazon in which we ask for
sustenance and answers that this is tofes
berachot (most explain this means that
the requests are part of a set beracha,
not a special request). Most authorities
(see Chiddushei Harashba, Shabbat
113b; Mishna Berura 288:22) explain
that Shabbat is a day of happiness,
and davening for needs highlights the
pain in his life. Midrash Tanchuma
(Vayeira 1) says that this is the reason we
remove the middle thirteen berachot of
Shemoneh Esrei, as when going through
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the standard requests, one may feel
the poignancy of a given need. Another
approach sees the matter as related to
daber davar, not talking about things that
are extraneous to the focus of Shabbat
(see She’eilat Yaavetz I:64).
The gemara (Berachot 21a) provides
an apparent side reason for the lack of
Shemoneh Esrei’s middle berachot on
Shabbat – “the Rabbis did not want to
toil people due to the honor of Shabbat.”
Therefore, if one started a weekday
beracha on Shabbat, he completes it. This
implies that other than taking time, the
section of requests is not objectionable.
Other sources focus on danger-related
needs. The gemara (Ta’anit 19a) cites
opinions on steps of “calling out” one can
take due to security concerns, including
“screaming” in prayer if marauders
have surrounded the city, as opposed to
blowing shofars. The gemara in Shabbat
(12a-b) reports that it was with a sense
of “no choice” that the Rabbis permitted
visiting the sick on Shabbat. The gemara
(ibid.) also discusses the language one
should use regarding the ill – blessing
him within the totality of sick people and
stating that we do not pray too forcefully
on Shabbat.
We will review some distinctions raised
to navigate when requests are more

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

likely to be permitted. 1. When the
request relates to a minor and/or future
need it is not upsetting (Mahari Bei Rav
in Shut Avkat Rochel 12). 2. In the other
direction, when the need is great and,
particularly, cannot be pushed off, it is
permitted to call out to Hashem. While
this primarily relates to life-threatening
situations (Shulchan Aruch and Rama,
OC 288:9-10), it can also apply to a severe
shortage of food (ibid.). 3. Regarding the
sick, even if the matter is not immediately
life-threatening, a Mi Sheberach may be
done using the correct formula (Mishna
Berura 288:28; see above). 4. If the
subject of the request is not present,
emotional distress is less likely (Mahari
Bei Rav ibid.). 5. It may be permitted
to request divine help with something
it is permitted to do on Shabbat (B’tzel
Hachochma V:41 – apparently a minority
opinion; see Dirshu 288:33 in the name
of the Chatam Sofer).
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Let us analyze your case. According to
most distinctions, it would be forbidden
to make the specific request for your
friend. If you are davening regularly,
she is presumably, in your subjective
eyes, already in a concerning state. On
the other hand, assuming she is, baruch
Hashem, healthy, she is not in an acute
situation that warrants davening on
Shabbat before it is “too late.” Tefillot of
this nature do not need to be consecutive
to be effective, and davening with feeling
six days a week, while showing respect
for Shabbat on the seventh, will iy”H
be effective. On the other hand, some
(minority) opinions may permit it
(based on distinctions 4,5), especially if
you word the request to follow the Mi
Sheberach language. If you generally
make the request after reciting Tehillim
privately, the best solution is to leave out
the request and recite the Tehillim, with
her (and/or other needs) in mind as a
recipient of the z’chut (Halichot Shlomo,
Tefilla 14:(19) permits this).

Having a dispute?
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Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
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Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
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Changing
the Gender

L

ast time we saw the complex reality
of the child born genetically male
but looking female. The child had
internal male organs but looked externally
like a girl. The doctors suggested that they
operate to create external male organs and
leave the internal male organs. The result
could be that the child would present as
a male and may even be fertile. Another
option is to follow the phenotype and
remove the internal male organs and leave
the child as a female. This latter option
would most probably prevent the child
being fertile and may create a discord
between the endocrine system and the
hormonal make-up of the person and the
assigned gender, or, in other words, there
would be a distinct difference between
how she would look and how she would
feel.
This case raises a number of complex
halachic issues. What is the halachic status
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of this child? Do we follow the external
organs and it is a girl, or do we follow the
genetics and the internal organs, which
make it a boy? If they operate to “make
it” into a boy, will the boy be considered
male completely and be able to marry
a Jewish woman? After all, he was born
looking like a girl and the organs that the
doctors created are somewhat artificial. If
the opposite decision is made and the child
is left as a girl, there is a halachic issue
with castrating the child by removing the
internal male organs.
These are complicated questions which we
asked some of the leading poskim. Rabbi
Yaakov Ariel, the Chief Rabbi of Ramat
Gan suggested that there is no problem
of castration in this case since the child is
currently infertile and the operation will
not compromise his fertility.
This is an interesting position, since the

Torah does not explicitly link castration
to the ability to have children. The Torah
(Vayikra 22:24) writes that we should not
castrate humans, but it does not give a
reason for this prohibition. It is possible
that it is prohibited since it inhibits
procreation. But it is also valid to claim
that there is a separate prohibition to
damage reproductive organs irrespective
of its impact on fertility.
Rabbi Ariel’s proof is from the Minchat
Chinuch (Mitzvah 291) who writes that
there is no Torah prohibition to castrate
an androgynous, a hermaphrodite, who
is neither male nor female. Since such an
individual is infertile, it would appear that
the same can be stated in our case. Since
the child in question is infertile, there is no
prohibition to remove the male organs.
More on this next week.
The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem
and helps couples from all over the world
who are experiencing fertility problems.
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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הודו לה' קראו בשמו

A

t the funeral of רב אברהם אבלי
( פוסבילערRosh Bet Din of Vilna
in the 1800’s), Rav Yitzchak of
Volozhin delivered the following Hesped
(eulogy). He said as follows - When one
gives a hesped about most people, you need
to explain in detail who they were and what
they accomplished in order to get people
to cry. But when you give a hesped for Rav
Avraham, it’s different. Everybody in Vilna
already knows of his tremendous greatness!
There is no need to explain who is he was
or what he accomplished. It is enough to
merely make mention of his name and the
whole city will automatically be in tears!
He went on to say that we can see the same
distinction in the Tefilla of הוד ּו לה' ִק ְרא ּו ִבְׁשמו.
Every day, we say – “ – הוד ּו לה' ִק ְרא ּו ִבְׁשמוCall
out in Hashem’s name and give thanks” – Am
Yisrael already know Hashem’s greatness
so all one needs to do is mention His name,
and we all will automatically jump to praise
Him. ילותיו
ָ ֲל
ִ הודיע ּו ָב ַע ִּמים ע
ִ – “Tell the other
nations all about what Hashem has done”
- If we want others to be able to give praise
to Hashem, we need to explain to them in
detail all about Hashem’s wonders. (Talilei
Orot)
This is one of the main themes of the Tefilla
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of הוד ּו לה' ִק ְרא ּו ִבְׁשמו, in which we discuss
both our own national praise to Hashem,
as well as the need to publicize Hashem’s
handiwork to the world around us.
The Tefilla of  הוד ּו לה' ִק ְרא ּו ִבְׁשמוis found right
after Baruch Sheamar (or right before
Baruch Sheamar for Sefardim) and is
comprised of two parts. The first section
comes from Divrei Hayamim Perek 16
and the second section is a compilation of
Pesukim taken from all over Tehillim. We
will be focusing on the first section.
In Divrei Hayamim, it is recorded that
after many years of the Aron travelling
around to various temporary locations,
Dovid hamelech moved the Aron to עיר
דוד, amidst much dancing and celebration.
When the Aron reached its destination,
many Korbanot were offered and Dovid
instructed the Leviim to sing a beautiful
song in honor of the Aron. The song that
he composed is none other than 'הוד ּו לה
 ִק ְרא ּו ִבְׁשמו. The song spans for 28 pesukim,
all of which are included in our davening,
all the way until the words ברוך ה' אלקי ישראל
מן העולם ועד העולם, to which the people
respond Amen – ויאמר כל העם אמן.
The Radak writes that the Aron stood in
its temporary dwelling in Yerushalayim
for 43 years until Shlomo HaMelech finally
built the Bet Hamikdash and it was placed
there. During that entire time, the Leviim

would sing this song every day when they
would bring the Korban Tamid – half of the
song at the morning Tamid sacrifice and
half of the song at the afternoon Tamid
sacrifice. In commemoration of this, many
Sefardim say  הוד ּו לה' ִק ְרא ּו ִבְׁשמוimmediately
after they finish the Korbanot section of
the Tefilla (before Baruch Sheamar), in
order to connect ' הודו להwith the Korbanot.
As mentioned above, one of the main
messages of this Tefilla is that we, as
a nation, need to first sing and praise
Hashem and His Handiwork, and then
turn to the other nations and explain to
them Hashem’s greatness with the hope
that they too will pay honor to Hashem.
We start off with our own national praise
to Hashem.

ׁשם
ֵ לו…ה ְת ַה ְלל ּו ְּב
ִ
ַמר ּו
ְּ מו…שיר ּו לו ז
ִׁ
הוד ּו לה' ִק ְרא ּו ִבְׁש
.ָק ְדׁשו
We thank Hashem, call out in His name,
sing to him, and praise His name.

 ִז ְכר ּו.ּהוּא ה' אֱלקינו:יריו
ָ  ְּבנֵי יַעֲקב ְּב ִח.ִשר ֵאל ַע ְב ּדו
ָ ֶרע י
ַז
יות ֶכם ְמ ֵתי
ְ ן…ב ְה
ִּ ָע
ַ יתו…לאמר ְל ָך ֶא ֵּתן ֶא ֶרץ ְּכנ
ֵ
עולם ְּב ִר
ָ ְל
.יש ְל ָעְׁש ָקם
ׁ יח ְל ִא
ַ לא ִה ִּנ.…ִמ ְס ָּפר…ַו ּי ְִת ַה ְּלכ ּו ִמ ּגוי ֶאל ּגוי
We remember on a national level the
amazing fact that Hashem chose us to
be His nation, and that He promised us
Eretz Yisrael and protected us from all the
nations.
Once we finish our national praise for
Hashem and we are inspired and filled
with deep appreciation for Hashem, we
then need to go out and spread the word to
the nations around us.
If you’ve ever witnessed children in gan
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interact, you will notice that one of the
children’s favorite pastimes is to compare
their fathers. Each child is so enthralled
with his father and is convinced that
he has the best father in the world, that
he feels the need to share this with his
friends. One will claim that his father is
the strongest man in the world, the other
will announce that his father is so tall he
can reach the sky, and the third brags
that his father is a soldier, policeman, or
pilot.
The  ספר יסוד ושורש העבודהwrites that any
son who recognizes how amazing his
father is, will want to brag and share that
with the world. So too, once we spend
time internalizing how amazing Hashem
is, we will automatically want to brag
about our G-d and share His greatness
with the world.
And so we turn to the world –

' ִּכי גָדול ה:אתיו
ָ  ְּב ָכל ָה ַע ִּמים נִ ְפ ְל.ַס ְּפר ּו ַב ּגויִם ֶאת ְּכבודו
ְיאמר ּו ַב ּגויִם
ְ ְנורא הוּא ַעל ָּכל ֱאלקים…ו
ָ  ו.ו ְּמ ֻה ָּלל ְמאד
:ה' ָמ ָל ְך

Tell the nations about Hashem’s honor
and wonders and show them how He is
beyond all of their gods. The eventual
goal is that the nations will come to
recognize that Hashem is the true King.
How do we incorporate this into our
lives? I don’t know how practical it is at
this point for us to go out to the nations
and teach them about Hashem and His
Greatness. But I think we can take this
message in a different direction. We are
all surrounded by people who may not
feel Hashem so clearly in their lives.
When we notice Hashem’s hand in our
lives, when we see His Divine Hashgacha,
when we see a beautiful sunset, we
can’t keep that joy and euphoric feeling
inside. It is our obligation to spread
that onwards, be it to our children, or
neighbors, or our co-workers. Share
with them our experiences and they will
come to feel Hashem in their own lives
as well!

Cut and paste into your siddur
One of the main messages of this Tefilla is that we, as a nation, need to first sing
and praise Hashem and His handiwork. Once we are inspired and filled with
deep appreciation for Hashem, we then need to go out and spread the word
to the nations around us. One way to incorporate this into our own lives is as
follows - We are all surrounded by people who may not feel Hashem so clearly in
their lives. When we notice Hashem’s hand in our lives, when we see His Divine
Hashgacha, when we see a beautiful sunset, we can’t keep that joy and euphoric
feeling inside. It is our obligation to spread that onwards, be it to our children,
or neighbors, or our co-workers. Share with them our experiences and they will
come to feel Hashem in their own lives as well!
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES
Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.
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What waits for you at Midreshet AMIT?

HE T A
ES

T•
MI

• MIDR

MIDRESHET AMIT, YERUSHALAYIM

רש ת אמ

A PLACE TO LIVE TORAH. At Midreshet AMIT, you will spend your
day learning, questioning, and growing in Torah. From interesting and
challenging classes to guided chavruta study, your year will be packed
with learning geared to help you develop a lifelong connection to Torah.

A PLACE TO LIVE CHESED. Our home is in Beit Hayeled, AMIT's well known foster home for
disadvantaged youth. You will spend time each day teaching, playing, and caring for some
of Israel's most needy children. As a "big sister," you will be challenged to give of yourself in
a way you have never experienced before and you will be transformed in the process.
A PLACE TO LIVE ISRAEL. Your connection to Israel will be deepened through the unique
experience of living and interacting with dedicated Israeli couples and committed Sheirut
Leumi young women. Through adventurous tiyulim, you will travel the length and breadth
of Israel, learning about our history and gaining a greater appreciation for the State of
Israel.

Rabbi Daniel
Goldstein
Rav HaMidrasha
Noach survived the flood,
but how did he survive? Three Post-flood
events which the Torah recounts shape his
legacy and point us to the answer of our
question.
The first hint to Noach’s wellbeing if found
in Bereishit 8:16: There, after the waters
have receded and the dove had made

his own way, Hashem commands Noach
to leave: “And God spoke to Noah saying:
Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and
your sons, and your sons’ wives with you.
(Bereishit 8:16)
A simple question can be asked: Why after the sending of the raven and the dove,
which seem to be his own initiated preparation for leaving does Noach suddenly
need an invitation? Rashi seems to be
bothered by the need for the invitation.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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His explanation of God’s command is “He
permitted them to engage in marital relations.” In other words, Noach was not waiting for an invitation to leave. However,
another explanation for his seeming hesitance comes into focus if we look at his
next actions. A chapter ahead, in 9:20, we
see Noach’s first act after leaving the teivah: “And Noah began to be a master of
the soil, and he planted a vineyard. And
he drank of the wine and became drunk,
and he uncovered himself within his tent.
(Bereishit 9:20-21)
Here, Rashi criticizes Noach for his behavior. Says Rashi, “He made himself profane,” for he should have first engaged in
planting something different.”
How are we to understand Noach’s behavior? Let’s try to imagine the situation from
Noach’s perspective. What did Noach see
when he opened the door? He saw nothing! There was nothing but desolation and
destruction. What was he thinking? His
first reactions give us a clue: Where does
one start? How will one person compensate for all there once was? He was simply paralyzed. He did not want to leave.
Hashem had to coax him, and commanded: “Leave the teivah.” So he left. But did
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he leave it mentally? It appears he did not.
He did not engage life. He found an escape.
With this, we can address the third event
following the flood. The Torah tells us:
“And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his
father’s nakedness, and he told his two
brothers outside. And Shem and Japheth
took the garment, and they placed [it] on
both of their shoulders, and they walked
backwards, and they covered their father’s
nakedness, and their faces were turned
backwards, so that they did not see their
father’s nakedness (Bereishit 9:22-23).” For
this, Cham is eternally cursed. But we must
ask: What was so terrible? He didn’t cover
his father and the others did. Why is that
deserving of a curse? And why is Shem
and Yefet’s response considered so worthy
of praise?
Perhaps the message is this: Noach was
faced with the responsibility of beginning
life again in the face of ruin, but he was frozen. He did not respond to the challenge.
Cham happened upon this spectacle. How
did Cham respond? With inaction. How
do we explain this inaction? Perhaps, like
his father, he was frozen and unable to
engage. Or even worse, perhaps his inaction was a sign of indifference. He saw the

spectacle his father made of himself. He
saw the drunkenness and escapism and he
walked on. As such, Cham’s indifference
was actually acceptance of Noach’s position--there is nothing for man anymore in
this world except drink and escape. Cham
had no answer or objection.
By contrast, Shem and Yafet, by covering
Noach were making a bold statement about
the human condition in general. They did
not accept the idea that this drunk, naked,
exposed and weak man is the culmination
of mankind after the flood. Their father’s
dignity was at stake and it was not acceptable to leave him in that condition.
And while the easier approach to crisis
would be to grab a bottle, head into the tent
and stay there, Shem and Yefet refused to
concede. Life may be depressing; the challenges of life may seem overwhelming. But
the dignity of man as endowed by Hashem
can never be denied. It was the simple action of turning their heads and covering
their father, thus protecting his dignity,
that embedded into the consciousness of
mankind that sense of dignity.

CHESED FUND

The Chagim are over.
But it's never too late to help the needy,
especially in these trying days.
Make checks (Israeli only) payable to
"The Chesed Fund"
and send to

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND

att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or contact us at 050-570-1067
to make a bank transfer.
Thanks to all who have helped during
the Corona

Best Listings in and around Jerusalem
7,950,000 NIS

Unique Garden Apartment on Hatzfira Street in
the German Colony
6 Rooms, High Ceilings, 160 sqm, Spacious Kitchen, 250 sqm
Garden, 4 Exposures, 2 Separate Units of 25 sqm each,
Private Parking

Great Family Duplex
in Old Katamon
5 Rooms, Large Kitchen,
Spacious Living Area, Roof,
Parking, Sukkah Balcony

For Sale/For Rent

Luxurious Apartment
in the Wolfson Towers
320 sqm- all on one level,
5 Bedroom, 4 Baths,
Renovated to highest
standards, Fully Furnished,
Storage, Breathtaking
Views

FOR RENT: Apartment
in the New 'Ramat
Baka' Project
5 Rooms, 2.5 Baths,
Central A/C + Floor
Heating, 120 sqm,
Parking, Storage, Sukkah
Balcony

FOR SALE IN EFRAT

Semi-Detached House in the Dagan

3,950,000 NIS

270 meters, 6 Bedrooms, 4 Full Baths, Large Private Garden

Yitchak Kowalsky
054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
Albert Katz
Modiin Chapter
Director
Good Vs. Comfortable
Several years ago, when I was learning in
Yeshiva, I was faced with a very daunting
task. I finished shacharit at the Kotel and
had to climb the 200+ stairs to get back
in the scorching heat. As I stood staring
at the dreaded staircase, I saw a woman
next to me starting to bump her stroller
up the stairs. I watched many people walk
right by her and asked myself what should
I do? Should I help her and cause myself
more suffering even though it wasn’t my
decision to bring this child to the Kotel, or
continue along, like all the others I saw
and do what is comfortable for me?
My eyes came across Massechet Eruvin
13B, and it provided me with the answer.
There is a dispute between  בית שמאיand
 בית הללregarding whether or not it would

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Great Value in Rechavia - border of Shaarei

Chessed! Quiet Abarbanel street. 4 rooms, 90sqm,
2 floors up, great shape, 2 full bathrooms. Private
Land. 3.29m NIS

Bustan Baka - 3 rooms, 75sqm, 2 full bathrooms, 1
floor up with Shabbat Elevator, private parking and
storage room. Move in shape. 2.75m NIS
5, 3, and 2 rooms for rent in new upscale building
in Baka. 5 room with garden- 9,300. 3 room5900nis. 2 room- 4,200 NIS. Shabbat Elevators and
Private Parking.
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have been better for mankind to have
never been created.  בית שמאיbelieves it
would have been better for man, and בית
 הללsays absolutely not, as the world is
great! The conclusion of the debate is that
it would have been better for mankind
had he never been created! This is such
a depressing conclusion! Why would we
want to live in a world if it would have
been better to never exist?!?
My esteemed Rebbe, Rav Yaakov Nagen,
points out that the dispute is not whether
it would have been ( טובbetter) for man
to have never been created. Rather,
the question is would it have been נח
(comfortable) for man had he never been
created.  נחis not only the name of the this
week’s Parsha, but it also means comfort.
We view good and bad as opposites but
this Gemara is highlighting that there is
also a difference of doing what is good and
doing what is comfortable.
A person’s name reveals their essence.
Therefore, this teaching can give us
insight as to who Noach was as a person
as opposed to Moshe who was in a similar
position as Noach but acted very different.
When G-d tells Noach, He is going to
destroy the world, Noach builds an ark just
as G-d commanded. Yet, when Hashem
tells Moshe, He is going to destroy Am
Yisrael after חטא העגל, Moshe davens and

pleads to G-d to not do so. In fact, he goes
as far as to say to erase his name from the
Torah if Hashem is going to destroy Am
Yisrael.
The difference of Noach and Moshe
is that one does exactly what they are
meant to and what is comfortable, while
one decides to go beyond. This glaring
difference reveals why the original
name given to Moshe by his mother (as
Pharoah’s daughter named him Moshe) is
( טוביהShemot Rabbah 1:20), clearly from
the language of the word טוב. May we all
have the strength to be like Moshe and not
only do what’s comfortable, but rather do
what is טוב.

Yonah Leifert
11th Grade,
Mazkeret Batya
How to Judge

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, October 13 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles’
Shiur was sponsored by
Leah and Bernie Weinberger
to commemorate
the 24th Yahrzeit of Leah’s father,
Moshe Binyamin ben Shlomo HaLevi z”l,
Morris Slater, on the 24th of Tishrei
Sunday, October 18 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur
was sponsored Liluy Nishmat
Avraham Yehuda ben Menachem z”l
by Vivian Brachfeld and Edith Rosenberg
Monday, October 19 - Rabbi Goldscheider’s
shiur was sponsored in appreciation to Rabbi,
his wife and family for their assistance
and loving support in my recent Aliyah.
Also in appreciation for Rabbi Goldscheider’s
inspiring shiurim that I am now priviliged to
hear, here in Yerushalayim “Aunt” Ethel Fischer

Perek 6 Pasuk 9: Noah was a righteous
man; he was blameless in his age; Noah
walked with God.

Wednesday, October 21 - Rabbi Manning’s
shiurim is sponsored for a refuah shleima for
Azariah Yonatan Shimon Shmuel ben Leonie
who is awaiting a liver transplant

The phrase “in his age” raises one of the
most interesting questions in religious
and moral thought: Why was that phrase
included? The pasuk could simply stated,
“Noah was a righteous man.” Why did it
add “in his age”?

Sunday, October 25 - Rabbi Adler’s and
Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiurim are sponsored in
memory to Gittel bas Rav Ben Zion a”h;
Rav Simcha ben Rav Asher z”l;
Bracha Miriam bas Moshe Aron a”h;
Chaim Zev ben Yisroel z”l

According to one rabbinic opinion, this
phrase is intended to suggest that Noah
was good only in comparison to his
depraved contemporaries; had he lived
in an essentially decent society, he would
have been regarded as nothing special.
But others hold the opposite opinion - that

Sunday, October 25 - Rabbi Adler’s shiur is
sponsored L’ilui Nishmat our parents
שלמה בן אהרון ז”ל
אסתר בת אהרון ע”ה אשר בן אביגדור
ז”ל אסתר בת משלום שמואל ע”ה
Dr and Mrs Benjamin Sprecher
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Announcing a Brand-New Destiny Foundation
WINTER LECTURE SERIES
by

RABBI BEREL WEIN
EASTERN EUROPE & ITS
PERSONALITIES, THROUGH THE EYES
AND PERSONAL EXPERIENCES OF
RABBI BEREL WEIN

SATURDAY NIGHTS AT 8:00 PM

Through Zoom, but ONLY by prior registration and
payment!
October 24 – My Family in Lithuania before WWII

October 31 - My Grandfather and Volozhin

25 NIS per household per lecture, or 200 NIS for the
entire Lecture Series. The lecture will be rebroadcast
each Sunday for the same entrance fee, or the entire
series can be purchased from January.
You must pay in advance to be let into the lecture. If you
wait until Saturday night of the lecture, you may or may
not get in. To pay, you must contact Nachum.

Email:
nachum@jewishdestiny.com
or
Call 0584-18-36-54
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“in his age” reflects well upon Noah, given
that he managed to be a good person even
though he was raised and lived among evil
people.
These contrasting opinions raise a
fundamental question about judging
human beings: Is it easier, and therefore
less of an accomplishment, to be good
when you are surrounded by ‘good
people’; or is it easier to be relatively good
in comparison to an evil society? In my
view, both opinions are valid. But I side
with the minority. It is extremely difficult
to be decent when living among indecent
people.
Few people have the moral courage to
reject their environment. That is one
reason I believe the words “in his age”

were appended - emphasize Noah’s virtue,
not to minimize it. But there is another,
perhaps even more important, reason. By
stating Noah was righteous “in his age,”
the Torah makes it clear we are to judge
people by the standards of their age, not
the standards of our age. There is a great
temptation to judge people who lived
before us by the moral standards of our
time. This is wrong. By doing this, we end up
concluding that virtually no one who lived
before us was a good person, an obviously
absurd proposition. A perfect example of
this is vegetarianism. In the future people
may be aghast by the thought of eating
meat to the point where they consider the
act to be evil, many people in today’s age
already hold this contemporary view, even
though they did not live in an age where it
was a widely held practice. For this reason,
the Torah states Noah was righteous in his
age. That is the only age that counts in
assessing the morality of people. That God
entrusted the future of humanity in Noah
reinforces this view.
God Himself judged Noah within “his age.”
Adapted from “The Rational
Genesis” By Dennis Prager

Bible:

-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire,
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"
to the Land of Israel by encouraging
passionate Judaism through Torah and
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, October 25 - today’s shiur is sponsored
by Phyllis Kuhr in tribute to Rabbi Breitowitz,
who is paradigm of a Talmud Chacham and
ish chesed, in memory of grandparents
צבי בן אברהם ז”ל
ופעסיע בת שרה עתיל ע”ה
דאברא בת מנחם מענדיל ע”ה
and my sister Elaine Balsam a”h
a great woman of chachma, bina, v’chesed
Monday, October 26 - Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur
is sponsored as a Yizkor commitment
אני נודבת צדקה לזכר נשמת אמי מורתי
רחל בת חנה ז”ל
Tuesday, October 27 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur is
sponsored L’ilui Nishmat our parents
שלמה בן אהרון ז”ל אסתר בת אהרון ע”ה
אשר בן אביגדור ז”ל
אסתר בת משלום שמואל ע”ה
Dr and Mrs Benjamin Sprecher
Tuesday, October 27 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles
shiur is sponsored in memory of
Gittel bas Rav Ben Zion a”h;
Rav Simcha ben Rav Asher z”l;
Bracha Miriam bas Moshe Aron a”h;
Chaim Zev ben Yisroel z”l
Tuesday, October 27- Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is
sponsored as a Yizkor commitment
אני נודבת צדקה לזכר נשמת אבי מורי
ר’’מנחם בן יעקב צבי ז”ל
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EMERGENCY

COVID-19
RESPONSE FUND

Help United Hatzalah
continue to provide
ambulance transport
for Corona patients,
conduct corona tests
and humanitarian aid
across the country.

www.ISRAELRESCUE.ORG/CORONARESPONSE.com

