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In Rashi’s first comment on the Torah, 
he quotes the well-known Midrash 
which asks why the Torah did not 

begin with the first Mitzvah given to the 
Jewish people, Kiddush Hachodesh (the 
establishment of the Jewish calendar 
according to the lunar cycle). The basic 
premise upon which this question is 
based is that the Torah is not a book 
designed to record the history of Creation 
and the Jewish people, but rather a book 
of conduct instructing us how to live our 
lives according to God’s word. As such, the 
Torah really should have started with the 
first mitzvah given to the Jewish people. 
The Midrash responds by informing 
us that the Torah began from the story 
of creation in order to provide a true 
response to the nations who claim that 

the Jewish people are a “band of robbers” 
who stole Eretz Yisrael from its original 
inhabitants – an accusation levelled 
against us to this day. To this we respond, 
that since God created the world, as 
detailed in the first chapter of the Torah, 
He also decides that Eretz Yisrael belongs 
to whichever nation He chooses.

 According to the Torah, God did in fact 
take the land away from its original 
inhabitants and gave it to the Jewish 
people.  Oznayim LaTorah elaborates on 
this Midrash and uses it to resolve other 
difficulties related to Eretz Yisrael. The 
Torah tells us in (Devarim 27:3) that God 
commanded the Jewish people to write 
the entire Torah on twelve stones. The 
Talmud (Sotah 7a) understands this to 
mean that the Torah was to be written and 
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translated into the seventy languages and 
that these stones be erected subsequently 
on the mountain of Eival.  There are 
several difficulties regarding these 
instructions. 

The rabbis tell us that when 
God revealed the contents of 
the Torah to the nations, He 
only related the laws of the 
Torah to them

Firstly, the rabbis have taught us that God 
offered the Torah to the nations but they 
declined upon hearing what the Torah 
demanded of them. It is implausible 
that the goal in writing the Torah upon 
entering Eretz Yisrael could have been to 
influence its inhabitants, or even other 
nations to accept the Torah. If the nations 
had already declined the offer from God 
Himself, why would they be convinced to 
accept the Torah from the Jews who they 
actually despise? 

Secondly, the mountain of Eival is in the 
center of the land, surrounded by enemy 
territory. What is the logic in instructing 
the Jewish people to enter deep into enemy 
territory in order to erect the Torah-
inscribed stones, before retreating to their 
original lines in Gilgal? Aside from the 
extreme danger involved, the subsequent 
retreat would give the impression of a 
weak and confused nation. This could 
not have been the impression the Jewish 
people would have wished to give the 
inhabitants before having conquered it. 
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What then, was the true meaning of this 
Mitzvah? 

Thirdly, this Mitzvah (of the stones) is 
seemingly a prerequisite to conquering 
the land, as it was commanded by God as 
soon as they arrived at its borders. This 
is stressed by the verse,: “When you cross, 
you shall write upon them all the words of 
this Torah, in order that you may come 
to the land which the Lord, your God, is 
giving you; a land flowing with milk and 
honey, as the Lord, God of your forefathers, 
has spoken to you.” (Devarim 27:3)

There are those who suggest 
that the land is ours because 
we conquered it in 1948

Oznayim LaTorah explains, using the 
Midrash cited by Rashi, that it is true 
that the nations were not going to be 
influenced by the Jewish people to accept 
the Torah. However, precisely because 
the Jewish people did accept the Torah 
which prohibits theft and murder, the 
nations of the world could claim that 
the Jewish people were not acting in 
accordance with the Torah that they 
themselves had accepted, which would 
be a terrible Chilul Hashem. In order to 
prevent such a Chilul Hashem, the Jewish 
people were commanded to publicize the 
Torah deep inside enemy territory. In this 
way, the nations could clearly see that the 
Torah had given the land to us and that by 
conquering the land we were not taking 
part in an act of theft, but were acting 
wholly according to what the Torah had 

commanded. This is so, since the rabbis tell 
us that when God revealed the contents of 
the Torah to the nations, He only related 
the laws of the Torah to them. The sections 
of the Torah that describes the creation of 
the world was not part of this exchange 
between God and the nations. 

We can now understand the meaning of the 
Mitzvah to write the entire Torah on the 
twelve stones – including the account of 
Creation – as a prerequisite to conquering 
the land. This was done in order to refute 
the claim that those who accepted the 
Torah do not actually observe its laws. 
Since they have now become aware of 
the story of Creation they will understand 
that the Jewish people’s actions are not to 
be viewed as a theft but rather as a claim 
to what belongs to them rightfully, since it 
was given to them by the Creator Himself.

This idea is very well grounded in the 
fact, mentioned earlier, that the Mitzvah 
to write the entire Torah on the twelve 
stones concludes with the words, “When 
you cross, you shall write upon them all 
the words of this Torah, in order that 
you may come to the land which the 
Lord, your God, is giving you, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, as the 
Lord, God of your forefathers, has 
spoken to you.” Without this explanation, 
one might question as to why the Torah 
made the entry into the land dependent 
on the writing of the Torah. However, 
now that we understand that acceptance 
of Torah, symbolized by the stones, is the 
prerequisite of entering the land, the very 
rejection of Torah by those who would 
oppose our claim, is that which empowers 
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our rightful claim to Eretz Yisrael. 

Let us elaborate on this very important 
idea that is expressed in the first Rashi 
in the Torah. There are those who 
suggest that the land is ours because 
we conquered it in 1948. This is not the 
reason the land is ours. True, our military 
victory was clearly part of the miraculous 
process of what occurred in 1948, but it 
is not the reason that it is ours. Others 
suggest that because of the Holocaust 
the land belongs to us. This is also not 
accurate; once again, it was part of the 
process that brought us here but not the 
reason that it belongs to us. The reason 
that Eretz Yisrael is ours is because 
everything in the physical universe 
belongs to God, and He decided to give it 
to the Jewish people. 


