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SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

In the very first comment offered by 
Rashi on Chumash we read:

R’ Yitzchak said: The Torah which is the 
book of Law for the Jewish People should 
have commenced with the verse (Exodus 
12:2) “This month shall be unto you the first 
of the months” which is the first mitzvah 
given to the Jewish People. What is the 
reason, then, that it commences with the 
account of the Creation? Because of the 
thought expressed in the text (Psalms 111:6) 
“He declared to His people the strength of 
His works (i.e. He gave an account of the 
work of Creation), in order that He might 
give them the heritage of the nations.” For 
should the nations of the world say to Am 
Yisrael , “You are thieves, because you took 
by force the lands of the seven nations of 
Canaan”, the People of Israel may reply 
to them, “All the earth belongs to the Holy 
One, blessed be He; He created it and gave 
it to whom He pleased. When He willed 
He gave it to them, and when He willed He 
took it from them and gave it to us” (Yalkut 
Shimoni on Torah 187).

One of the great religious personalities 
of the pre-state Yishuv and early years of 
Medinat Yisrael, was the Ohalei Yaakov 
of Tel Aviv, Rabbi Yaakov Friedman, zt’l, 
the Admor of Husiyatin zy’a. The Rebbe 
of Husiyatin, was fortunate to make 
aliya from Poland, just ahead of the Nazi 
onslaught, settling in Tel Aviv in 1938, 

where he lived until his passing in 1954. 
Within the Rebbe’s beautiful teachings 
we not only find depth and inspiration, 
but are often given a glimpse of this very 
challenging period in Jewish history.

In the opening teaching recorded in 
the Sefer Ohalei Yaakov, the Rebbe asks 
an obvious question on this very first 
comment of Rashi. The Rebbe asks: 

And if the nations of the world do not value 
and believe in the Torah as the word of G-d, 
then what difference will the fact that the 
Torah begins with the story of our Avot and 
the promise Hashem made to them that the 
Land will be an eternal inheritance to their 
descendants, the Jewish People, come to 
make? 

...Rather, the message is clearly intended 
as a source of chizuk for the Jewish People 
themselves! When the nations of the world 
turn toward us and declare, you have no 
legitimate claim to this land, we must 
have the confidence and fervent belief to 
know that indeed HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
did bequeath this sacred Land to us, that 
indeed despite the claims of the nations of 
the world, the Land of Israel does indeed 
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belong to the Jewish People....

Though the Rebbe initially shared these 
thoughts in 1939, in the midst of the near 
decimation of the Jewish People, and 
the continuing struggle to build a future 
Jewish State in Eretz Yisrael; even today, 
more than eighty years later, the Rebbe’s 
insight continues to hold true. In these 
challenging times, we are also witnessing 
incredible change as many nations once 
determined to challenge the validity of 
our claim to our ancient homeland, have 
suddenly initiated diplomatic channels 
with Medinat Yisrael. When Am Yisrael is 
unflinching in our legitimate belief to our 
eternal connection to this sacred Land as 
promised to us by HaShem Yitbarach, then 
indeed we can overcome any nation who 
makes claims to the contrary.

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us heed the 
Rebbe’s words, and be blessed with the 
faith and confidence to clearly articulate 
that Am Yisrael is inextricably bound to 
Eretz Yisrael, through the eternal covenant 
that Hashem enacted with our illustrious 
Avot V’Imahot. May we merit to continue 
to see this beautiful Land and her people 
blossom, prosper and thrive. 
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