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ונתנה תקף

Though most of the piyutim will be 
skipped this Yom Kippur due to 
corona constraints, the piyut of ונתנה 

 (which we also say on Rosh Hashana) תקף
will surely be kept in, as it really defines for 
us the essence of the day. The Chazan starts 
out by announcing in a very dramatic 
voice - ְוָאיֹם נוָֹרא  הּוא  י  כִּ ַהּיוֹם  ת  ְקֻדשַּׁ   ונַתנֶּה ּתֶֹקף 

this is a most important and scary day. 

ְוחוֵֹתם ְכוֵֹתב  ָוֵעדו  ְויוֵֹדַע  ּומוִֹכיַח  יָּן  דַּ הּוא  ה  ַאתָּ י   ֱאֶמת כִּ

ֵסֶפר ֶאת  ח  ְוִתְפתַּ חוֹת  כָּ שְׁ ַהנִּ ל  כָּ ְוִתְזּכֹר  ּומוֶֹנה   ְוסוֵֹפר 

ֵרא ְכרוֹנוֹת ּוֵמֵאָליו ִיקָּ  ַהזִּ

In this Tefilla, we paint in very real 
and tangible terms what is happening 
behind the scenes.  We picture Hashem 
(in whatever way we can) putting on His 
judge’s cap, opening up and reading from 
His הזכרונות  His accounting book of ,ספר 
memories, in which He has meticulously 
recorded every single action we’ve done 
over the course of the year.  Sometimes 
it is hard for us to really feel that we are 
being judged, because after all, we are not 
in a courtroom and we can’t see the judge 
or the lawyers. Everything is very abstract. 
So the Chazan has to take a moment to 
illustrate the scene for us. 

We then go on to say בו אדם  כל  יד   – וחותם 
every single one of our signatures are 

signed in that accounting book! We can’t 
argue with anything written in that book, 
we can’t plead innocence, because we 
ourselves have already signed that we 
indeed committed everything recorded 
there! 

ּוַמְלָאִכים ַמע  ִישָׁ ה  ַדקָּ ָמָמה  דְּ ְוקוֹל  ַקע  ִיתָּ  ּוְבׁשוָֹפר גָּדוֹל 

 ֵיָחֵפזּון ְוִחיל ּוְרָעָדה יֹאֵחזּון

Rav Soloveitchik explains that a shofar 
will be blasted and all of our false illusions 
will smash into pieces as we recognize 
ourselves for who we really are and 
stare at our faults head-on. We, and the 
malachim appointed in our defense, will 
be overwhelmed with a feeling of חיל 

 trembling and terror, as we come ,ורעדה
to the realization הנה יום הדין it is the day of 
judgement, and we have nothing to say in 
our defense! יזכו בעיניך בדין  there’s no ,כי לא 
natural way that we can possibly come out 
innocent. 

The Chazan continues –יעברון עולם  באי  כל    

 Every single person will pass לפניך כבני מרון
before Hashem like bnei maron. What are 
bnei maron?  There are three explanations 
given in Gemara Rosh Hashana 18a – 

 is based on the Aramaic word מרון .1
 which means sheep. Rashi אימרנרא
explains that when the farmers would 
count out how many sheep to separate 
as maaser, they would have the sheep 
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go through a small opening, one at a 
time, so they could count the sheep 
accurately.

 .is referring to the city of Meron מרון .2
Rashi explains that when people 
would travel to Meron, they had to 
climb up through a very narrow path 
in order to get there. This path was so 
narrow that only one person could fit 
through at a time.

 to the ,חיילות של בית דוד refers to the מרון .3
soldiers in Dovid’s army who were 
counted one by one every time they 
went out to war.

At first glance, when you look at these 
three explanations, they seem to be three 
different ways of getting to the same 
conclusion – each person will walk before 
Hashem individually (like each sheep, like 
travelers on the way to Meron, and like the 
soldiers as they go to war) and be judged 
one at a time. 

But on further analysis, there is actually a 
very big difference between the three. 

The first explanation means that we are 
being judged like sheep. As human beings, 
we often act with a “herd mentality” 
in which we simply follow the herd, 
doing whatever everyone else is doing. 
Unfortunately, this can also affect our 
Avodat Hashem, causing us to act in a 
certain way not because we think it’s 
right or wrong, but because that’s what 
everyone else around us is doing. We are 
all very “united” but have lost all sense 
of individuality. Rav Soloveichik says that 
we ask Hashem to therefore judge us like 
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sheep – to recognize that in some ways, 
we have the intelligence level of sheep, 
we don’t always know how to think for 
ourselves, so we ask Hashem to please 
have rachamim on us.

Hashem looks at what unique 
role we play in that army and 
judges us in that sense, but at 
the same time, He looks at the 
army as a whole

In the second approach, we are behaving 
like individual travelers. We are each 
trying to push forward as fast as we can 
on our individual paths to Meron. We 
don’t care about the other travelers, we 
just care about accomplishing our own 
personal goals. Hashem here judges us 
as individuals. How are we faring on our 
own distinct paths? On this level, we think 
for ourselves and shape our own paths, 
but unfortunately, there is no unity and 
cooperation between people.

According to the third approach, the ideal 
approach, we are judged as an army 
in which yes, we are each judged and 

counted individually, but ultimately, we 
are all on the same team, and all part of 
the same army. Hashem looks at what 
unique role we play in that army and 
judges us in that sense, but at the same 
time, He looks at the army as a whole, 
and judges us based on how we function 
and perform together as a team, with one 
common goal.

Though we started off the paragraph 
with scary thoughts of how it is virtually 
impossible that we will come out 
innocent, we end off with beautiful 
imagery of Hashem as a shepherd who 
lovingly counts his sheep חי נפש כל   ותפקוד 
and examines each one’s soul from all 
sides, trying to find a way to judge each 
one favorably בריותך לכל  קצבה   and ותחתוך 
only then apportions what He feels each 
individual needs for the coming year. 

We continue with the awe-inspiring 
words of בראש השנה יכתבון וביום צום כפור יחתמון. 
Hashem wrote down our verdict on Rosh 
Hashana and now, on Yom Kippur, He 
will sign that verdict. And we go through 
all of the different decrees Hashem is 
deciding upon at this point, words which 
are always chilling, but somehow even 
more real and poignant this year – who 
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will live and who will die, who will die at 
the end of his lifespan and who will die 
early, who will die by other means and 
who will die by plague and sickness, who 
will have a calm year and who will suffer. 
Somehow, I don’t think there will be a dry 
eye as the congregation (however big or 
small it might be) recites these words this 
year, as we recall all those who said these 
words last year without realizing just how 
much they might affect them personally. 

We somehow conclude though on a 
positive note, as the congregation cries 
out – all is not lost, it’s not all bad. ותשובה 

הגזירה רע  את  מעבירין  וצדקה   Despite ותפילה 
the fact, that on the books, we are all 
guilty and should be given a bad decree, 
Hashem is ready and waiting for a reason 
to overturn those decrees. All we need is a 
few moments of real thoughts of Teshuva, 
a few minutes of tear-filled Tefillot, a 
decision to deal kindly with others and 
Hashem will be thrilled to tip the scales 
and seal us for a good year ahead. לא  כי 

 Unlike תחפוץ במות המת כי אם בשובו מדרכו וחיה
a regular judge, Hashem is not looking 
to punish us for our misdeeds, rather 
His most sincere desire is for us to do 
Teshuva, to get on the right track, and to 
be forgiven.

May we all take these words to heart, call 
out to Hashem in real teshuva, and be 
inscribed for a year of health and bracha!  
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