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Rabbi Avi Berman 
Executive Director, 
OU Israel

As we enter Rosh Hashana, 
it is clear to all of us that this Rosh Hashana 
is very different than every other Rosh 
Hashana we have experienced. Instead 
of standing with our entire community 
in shul, we will be dispersed in smaller 
minyanim, possibly outside rather than 
in shul. Many will be in bidud and unable 
to daven with a minyan. Personally, my 
family will be hosting minyanim with a 
few other local families in our backyard. 
Had you asked me a year ago if I could 
envision a small crowd on my lawn next 
Rosh Hashana, it would have been very 
hard. Yet, we are all grappling with these 
new challenges.

I’ve been thinking a lot about being 
connected to each other while being 
physically distant. Yes, I yearn for 
normalcy, going to shul, going to Shiurim 
and welcoming everyone back to in-
person programming at the OU Israel 
Center. But, I feel blessed that we are 
all able to stay connected and in touch. 
We are all able to read the same Torah 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Tidbits articles at our shabbat tables and 
listen to shiurim on www.ouisrael.org. 
The feedback we have been receiving 
each week from our Torah Tidbits 
readers helps us feel connected to you, 
and it means a lot when you take a 
moment to send us a message or give us a 
call sharing your thoughts. 

Part of what makes me feel like we are 
close even when apart is the fact that 
we are a subgroup within Israeli society. 
For decades, English-speaking olim have 
supported each other in Israel. We’ve 
shared smachot, and helped each other 
during hardships. Anglo olim have made 
tremendous strides here in Israel, and 
I feel blessed to be at the helm of an 
organization which has been servicing 
English-speakers in Israel for over 40 
years. 

(Please note: we will have a 
panel highlighting some of these 
incredible olim next week at Torah 
Yerushalayim. Last year we had over 
2,200 participants in-person. Due to 
Corona we shifted to a virtual model, 
and I am extremely excited that 
this year we will be having 3 days 
of inspiring Shiurim from leading 
Torah personalities. Register at  
www.tickchak.co.il/OU)

Corona has caused us all to reflect. One of 
the reflections me and my staff have been EFRAT

02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 77,589
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having is – how can we do more to help 
strengthen our community here. It is to 
that end that we launched a survey for 
Anglo olim. We want to better understand 
you and your needs and challenges 
with the goal of fine tuning OU Israel’s 
offerings to better service our OU Israel 
family as well as to share the results with 
organizations and government officials to 
best allocate funding to address the real 
needs English-speaking olim are facing. 

If you haven’t done so already, please 
take a few minutes to share your thoughts 
at www.ouisrael.org/olim2020. I’d like 
to thank our board member Professor 
Meni Koslowsky from Bar Ilan University 
and Ariel University for creating and 
running this survey for us and Rikki Liff, 
OU Israel Center Logistical Director, for 
being the lead from our staff on this. We 
look forward to sharing the anonymous 
results with you when it’s finished. 

Your feedback means a great deal to 
us. As we start the new year, I want to 
personally invite each and every one of 
you to reach out throughout the year at  
aberman@ouisrael.org. I’d love to hear 
your feedback and thoughts. 

Wishing you and your families a ketiva 
v’chatima tova,

Avi

Executive Director, OU Israel  
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צילה בת מרים
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of RCA 
Israel Region

The Torah Reading of Rosh Hashana is 
read with a unique nusach, a stirring 
melody. During the year we have 3 
different musical trop used for public 
reading: there is one trop or tune during 
the year for Torah reading, a different one 
for the Haftorah and a different one for 
the Megillot. The different trop, or tunes, 
convey meaning. G-d speaks to man, 
Reveals Himself to man in different ways.  
Torah is one form – direct. The Prophets 
are different – through visions. And 
Ketuvim, the Writings, is too a different 
communication – it is inspiration, Divine 
inspiration. The different forms of 
communicating with man are expressed 
by using different melodies in their 
reading.

By employing a different melody for 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, we 
seem to be emphasizing that this day’s 
communication to man is different. The 
Torah reading on Rosh Hashana is hyper-
important. Our normal Yom Tov Torah 
reading is learning about the holiday in 
the Torah.  But Rosh Hashana is more than 

KI TEITZEI that. Because one of the grand themes of 
Rosh Hashana is revelation itself. We say 
in Mussaf that the giving of the Torah was 
accompanied by dramatic shofar blasts. 
The shofar accompanies communication 
between man and G-d. He speaks to us by 
giving us the Torah accompanied by the 
shofar. And we speak to Him on this day, 
accompanied by the shofar.  

FIRST DAY

The Torah reading for the first day is 
Genesis, Chapter 21, v. 1-34. This chapter 
describes the birth of Yitzchak, the 
insistence of Sarah to send Yishmael away, 
and Hagar and Yishmael’s near death in 
the desert before being saved. It concludes 
with a pact made between Avraham and 
Avimelech in Beer Sheva.

There are 7 aliyot due to it being Shabbat.  
These are short aliyot.  

Aliya 1. The promise made to Avraham 
and Sarah is granted and Yitzchak is 
born. In describing the birth, the phrase 
“as He said” appears 3 times in the first 2 
verses. That is the reason this is read on 
Rosh Hashana. The theme Zichronot is 
not just that G-d remembers, but that He 

ROSH HASHANA 
READINGS

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

 May the Torah learned from this issue 
of  Torah Tidbits be in memory 

of our parents
שלמה בן אהרון ז"ל

אסתר בת  אהרון ע"ה
אשר בן אביגדור ז"ל

אסתר בת משלום שמואל ע"ה
Dr and Mrs Benjamin Sprecher
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does what He promises, acts on what He 
says. He granted to Sarah the child that He 
promised.

Aliya 2. Sarah says “all who hear of this 
birth will laugh”. Hence Yitzchak. Jewish 
history begins with the incredulous. A 
laugh expressing how incredulous this 
birth is. Sarah knew not how incredulous 
our history would truly be.

Aliya 3. Sarah demands that Hagar and 
Yishmael be sent off, for Yitzchak alone 
is our future.  While Avraham does not 
like this, Hashem tells him that Sarah is 
correct, for Yitzchak is the Jewish future.  
While we value all people, Jewish destiny 
is different, our people are different and 
our covenant with G-d is different.

Aliya 4 and 5. Avraham awakens early 
to send Hagar and Yishmael away. They 
go to Beersheva. She cannot bear to see 
the death of her son, an angel calls to her 
that her son is saved as G-d heard the 
voice of the child; he too will be a great 
nation. She opens her eyes and sees water 
and they drink. He grows and becomes  
an archer.

This is a parallel story to the Akeda we 
will read tomorrow. Early in the morning, 
journey off, with a son, near death, the 
angel calls, her eyes are open.  

There is a universal theme of Rosh 
Hashana, of all of G-d’s creation. There 
are great nations. Like Yishmael. But the 
parallel to the story of Yitzchak and the 
Akeda is to highlight the difference. There 
are many great nations. Yishmael becomes 
a great warrior archer. But Yitzchak will 

Service in  Hebrew | English | French | Italian
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carry on the covenant. There is only one 
Jewish people.

Aliya 6. Avimelech makes a pact with 
Avraham because “G-d is with you in all 
you do”. This too is a promise fulfilled.  
Avraham was promised he would have 
a great name.  His fame has come to 
be. G-d promises and fulfills those 
promises.

Aliya 7. They call the name of the location 
Beersheva from the word oath, or pact.  
Theirs is an earthly pact, ours a Divine 
one.

HAFTORAH  
SHMUEL 1:1 - 2:10

The haftorah for the first day of Rosh 
Hashana tells us of the birth of a child 
to Chana and Elkana. After many years 
of prayers and hoping they give birth 
to Shmuel. This theme of the haftorah 
connects us to the story of the Rosh 
Hashana Torah reading from Sara’s 
prayers and her miraculous answer and 
blessing from God.

We are told of Chana’s tearful request to 

God at the site of the Temple in Shilo. She 
promises the Almighty that if she be given 
a child that she will dedicate the child’s life 
to His service.

Eli, the Kohen Gadol, misjudges Chana’s 
actions. After misunderstanding her 
conduct he blesses her that God should 
grant her request.

Chana gives birth to a son and names him 
Shmuel. Following the child’s weaning 
she brought him to Shilo and he is placed 
under the care of Eli.

The haftorah, powerfully, and appropriate 
for the day of Rosh Hashana, describes 
the moving prayer of Chana. She thanks 
the Holy One for this blessing and 
speaks of His greatness. She also alludes 
the greatest of all days - the coming of  
the Mashiach.

SECOND DAY

The Torah reading is the 24 verses of 
Genesis, Chapter 22. This story, Akedat 
Yitzchak, the binding of Isaac is the most 
dramatic expression of how far man 
is willing to go in his allegiance to G-d. 
It is a complex story. But the simplicity 
of the story, the deep and unswerving 
commitment of Avraham is majestic. The 
story concludes with the ram, caught in 
the thicket by its horn; the shofar we use 
for Rosh Hashana.

There are 5 aliyot:

Aliya 1. G-d tests Avraham: Take your 
beloved son and offer him as an offering.  
Avraham awakens early, gets up and 
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goes with his assistants, with Yitzchak 
and with the wood.

The drama of the story is belied by the 
strikingly simple wording: Hineni, Here 
I am, he woke up early, got up and went 
to do what G-d requested. The absence 
of any dialogue, of any questions, of 
challenge to G-d, of discussion with 
Sarah, of explanation to Yitzchak is 
striking.  This simplicity drives the 
message of the simplicity of Avraham’s 
loyalty to G-d. For this terribly complex 
story is at its root quite simple. This 
simplicity is a Rosh Hashana theme. 
We live in a terribly complicated world; 
we have many unanswered questions, 
theological questions, many challenges 
and confusion. But at some very deep 
and profound level we are simple in our 
devotion. Like the shofar – no words, just 
a simple call from way deep in our souls.

Aliya 2. They arrive at the place. The 
assistants stay back. Avraham and Yitzchak 
walk, together. Yitzchak inquires as to 
where the offering is. Avraham responds 

Shiur in memory of
אליקים געצל בן יוסף ורויזע לידר ז"ל

Gerald Lieder z"l
on his 1st yahrzeit

given by Rav Shai Finkelstein
Topic: The Chutzpah in Teshuva

Thursday evening September 24, 8:00pm
אור  ל ז" תשרי תשפ"א

Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7740473447?p
wd=U0YweUFDMU1od2tFcjgxWXI0d2l

hQT09T
Jacqueline Lieder, Schecter, Taragin, Lieder, 

Kaufman families

davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
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that G-d will provide the offering. And 
they walk together.

They walk together. This togetherness 
is ironic – for Avraham knows he is to 
sacrifice Yitzchak, while Yitzchak does 
not know this. Or perhaps he does. Maybe 
he really is together with Avraham.  
While Avraham is tested, Yitzchak is too.  
Yitzchak’s role as the willing offering is 
dramatic. And as the father of the Jewish 
people he expresses the image of the Jew 
as nearly destroyed, but surviving.

Aliya 3. Avraham builds the altar, arranges 
the wood, places Yitzchak on the altar and 
takes the knife to slaughter his son. The 
angel interrupts; instructing him not to 
slaughter his son, or do a thing, for now 
we know you would not withhold even 
your son from Me. Avraham sees the ram 

20th Yarhzeit of 

Lesley Berelowitz a"h
Movie, musing and shmuzing.

Join us 
Wednesday night

 September 30th  8 pm
Zoom Meeting ID: 967 0553 9292

 Passcode: 769 578

The Family

and offers it in place of his son. He calls the 
place “G-d will see, yireh” and it is called 
the mountain in which G-d is seen (Har 
Hamoriah).

What more can be said of this powerful 
and dramatic moment. The mountain is 
named.  He sees.  And He is seen. The 
story told Him a lot about Avraham. He 
saw Avraham not just profess faith, but 
be faithful. And the story tells us a lot 
about Him. What we see in Him is the 
mystery – why did He do this, and how 
little we know of His ways. While at the 
same time His mercy and His faithfulness 
to us was clear to see. He saved 
Yitzchak and He saved Avraham from a  
treacherous moment.  

Aliya 4. The angel calls to Avraham a 
second time. He is told that G-d swore 
that if Avraham did not withhold his 
child, that he and his children would be 
blessed, would be a blessing and would 
be a great people.

This too is a Rosh Hashana theme. The 
Creation of the world was an expression 
of Divine desire for a partner in man. 
The choosing of Avraham was a more 
intimate expression of Divine desire 
for a specific partner in man. And the 
expression of blessing to the Jewish 
people is a further expression of our 
unique covenant. Rosh Hashana is not 
only the majesty of G-d but the majesty 
of man. We are partners with the King. 
He reaches to us, creates us, chooses us, 
instructs us, blesses us. What a majestic 
mandate – the partners, the intimate 
partner of the King.
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www.DailyMitzvot.org
Mitzvot applicable in our times based on the Chofetz Chaim

Rosh Hashanah-
Rest from work on the New Year

Hear the sound of the Shofar

Aliya 5. Avraham is told that his 
brother has a full family of descendants  
including Rivka.

The next generation is now ready to pick 
up this great covenant and takes its place 
in Jewish history. 

HAFTORAH  
YIRMIYAHU 31:1 - 19

This soaring haftorah speaks about the 
abundant love of God for His people and 
the ultimate redemption that will come 
at the end of days. The navi Yirmiyahu 
begins by affirming the unbreakable 
bond that can never be severed between 
the Almighty and His chosen people.

A special feature of this relationship 
relates to the centrality of the Land of 
Israel. A prophecy of the ingathering 
of the Jewish people from the four 
corners of the world is a centerpiece of  
Yirmiyahu’s message. 

One of the most memorable depictions 
of the Jews return from galut is found in 
the passage which describes the cry of 
Rachel for her children. She refuses to be 
consoled. God responds: “Still your voice 
from weeping and your eyes from tears...
There is hope for the future; the children 
shall return to her borders.”

We are thankful to the Holy One Blessed 
be He that as we usher in the year of 
5781, we have seen with our own eyes 
the prophets’ words coming to life. 
May we merit to witness the geulah 
shlemah! 

Baka – Penthouse 220sqm, private 
entrance, private elevator, 4 exposures, 
central, quiet – 7,700,000nis
Baka – Stand alone arab house 
200/255sqm + building rights – 
9,900,000nis

052-3202488  
Michael
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

 Willing to
Change

Sometimes even the corniest of old 
jokes has a profound lesson to  
teach us.

“How many psychologists does it take to 
change a light bulb?”

In case you haven’t already heard the 
answer to this example of tired “light bulb” 
humor, it goes like this:

“Just one. But it has to be willing to change!”

This witticism, if it deserves that name, 
recognizes an important limitation of the 
profession of psychotherapy. It can only 
be effective to the extent that patients or 
clients are motivated to cooperate with 
the process. Only if they are committed 
to doing the hard work of personal  

change can psychotherapists look forward  
to success.

Willingness to change is a rare trait among 
humans. People are frightened of anything 
new and adhere to the status quo even 
when it has brought them little benefit.

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, the first chief 
rabbi of the land of Israel, wrote a precious 
little book entitled The Lights of Return. In 
it he insists that the “human tendency to 
cling desperately to old ways and ancient 
habits is the sign of a spiritual malaise”.

Rav Kook wrote this book early in his life. In 
his later years, he not only recommended 
it to others, but he studied it himself, 
especially at the time of year in which we 
now find ourselves.

For we are now in the waning days of 
the month of Elul with the High Holidays 
imminent. The theme of this period 
of the Jewish calendar is teshuvah, 
which, although usually translated as 
“repentance”, is better translated as 
“return”, or still better as “change”.

A fundamental teaching of Judaism is the 
following verse from Ecclesiastes: “For no 
man is perfect in this world, doing only 
good and never sinning.” We all need to 
improve, we all need to change. This is the 
central message of Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur for the Jew.
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The fundamental difference between 
optimists and pessimists is that the former 
believe that change is possible, whereas 
the latter believe that attempts to change 
are futile. 

Change can be intentional 
and purposefully initiated 
by every person himself or 
herself

“You can’t change human nature.” “The 
leopard cannot change his spots.” “Once a 
fool always a fool.” These are the mottos of 
the pessimists, and the assumptions they 
make are the very stuff of the entrenched 
resistance to genuine change in our 
behaviors and attitudes.

Books have been written and countless 
sermons sounded with all sorts of advice 
as to how to go about change. Some believe 
that it is a slow, gradual, step by step 
process. Others insist that change requires 
a dramatic leap of faith and can be done in 
a transformational moment.

Some believe that change happens because 
of external circumstances, or social 
pressures imposed by other people. Others 
maintain that, on the contrary, change can 
be intentional and purposefully initiated 
by every person himself or herself.

Jewish texts recognize that there are 
two types of change; one indeed, a slow, 
painstaking path, and the other, a rapid 
and sudden personality shift. Jewish 
tradition recognizes that others influence 

Aryeh Deverett 053 8310270
www.americanisrael.com
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and mold our paths, but that the ultimate 
responsibility for spiritual change lies with 
each of us ourselves. 

I would like to share with you all one 
fascinating example of two individuals 
working together in a purposeful but 
deliberately incremental change process. 
It is to be found in the writings of a man 
known as the Rebbe of the Warsaw Ghetto. 
His name was Rabbi Kalonymus Kalman 
Shapiro, and his career as an outstanding 
pedagogue and teacher of adolescent 
boys was tragically cut off by the horrors  
of the Holocaust.

Rabbi Shapiro wrote a book aimed at his 
young protégés, giving them the following 
piece of advice to be initiated at the 
beginning of the school semester. He asks 
the student to imagine, if his name, for 
example, is Reuven, what “Reuven” might 
look like a month from now, six months 
from now, a year from now.

Once the young man has some sort 
of image of what his future self might 
be he can consciously begin to take 
steps to approximate this image. He 
can set specific goals and objectives 
to come closer to his self ideal, step by  
tentative step.

And every so often, he can monitor 
his progress, accelerating the process, 
modifying it if necessary, or slowing it 
down if things are going too quickly. 
The Rebbe encourages the young man to 
collaborate with a friend or a mentor as 
he goes through this process of self change 
and self-development.

At this time of the Jewish New Year, as 
many do around the time of the secular 
New Year, we all tend to make resolutions. 
Rabbi Shapiro’s technique is but one of 
the numerous methods which can assist 
us in formulating such resolutions and in 
successfully executing them.

The sanctity of this season inspires us, like 
the light bulb, to be willing to change. We 
must turn to the wise and the experienced 
among us, be they living friends, mentors, 
and spiritual guides, or past scholars, 
rabbis, and teachers, for suggestions 
of specific techniques as to how  
to really change.

Judaism always insists upon the utility 
and the importance of textual study. At 
this time of year study is no less important 
than prayer. Especially if our study 
focuses upon finding ways to achieve 
desired change, and to maintain that 
change in the face of challenge and ever  
shifting circumstances.

Every time we wish each other a Happy 
and Sweet New Year, we are really saying, 
“I hope that you are successful in your 
attempts to change yourself and improve 
yourself in the coming year.” It is in that 
spirit that I wish each of you, dear readers, 
a Happy and Sweet New Year! 

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Great Value in Rechavia! Quiet but central, 
Abarbanel street, 4 rooms, 90m, 2 floors up. 
Great Shape, 2 full bathrooms, private land 
3.29mnis
Heart of Old Katamon - Right by the 
Shtieblach, ground floor, no stairs. 3.5 
rooms,75m, great shape. 2.28mnis
For rent in brand new upscale building in Baka 
5 rooms with garden - 9,800nis or a 2 room 
4,100nis, Shabbat elevators and private parking.
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With $1,200 USD you can save a baby - Make the best investment in your life  

all donations are welcome
EFRAT - C.R.I.B.

Committee for the Rescue of Israel’s Babies
U.S.A. 1274  49th St.  Suite 569 Brooklyn, NY 11219  
Tel: 718-697-7022   efrat@efrat.org.il 

Partner with EFRAT who saved  

77,589 unborn babies to date
מידה כנגד מידה

Save a Life - Gain Yours

Donations by credit card can be made through our secure website at https://en.efrat.org.il/

40,000 unborn babies undergo what is described in this diary
According to the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics in 2018 - 19,543 women turned to the Abortion Committees

99.2%  applications were approved.

In addition, an estimated over 20,000 illegal abortions are performed yearly.

S.O.S
Save us!

 For the past eight months, we have been 
experiencing an unprecedented pandemic, 
bringing mortality, illness and financial loss 
to hundreds of thousands.
 Social workers report that a rise in the 
number of women seeking authorization 
from abortion committees on the grounds 
of their untenable financial situation. With 
no government support available in these 
circumstances, social workers have been 
referring women to 
EFRAT for assistance 
with practical help and 
emotional support, so 
that a woman feels able 
to keep her baby.
 As a result of the 
current financial crisis 
in Israel, social worker referrals to EFRAT 
have risen by 55%. However, EFRAT itself 
receives no government support.
 It is only the generosity of its partners that 
allows EFRAT to continue its life-saving 
work. These individuals have the foresight to 

realize that their contribution to EFRAT is 
the best possible investment. The bank notes 
that they donate to EFRAT are transformed 
into eternal life. 
 With this support, EFRAT has been 
privileged to save close to 78,000 
children, some of whom have already 
established their own families.
At EFRAT  we hear of many miracles that 
occur to our donors and their families: lives 

that have been saved 
miraculously, women 
who have had a child 
after many years, etc.
 These are no surprise 
to us. Hashem runs the 
world ‘measure for 
measure’ and just as 

these donors have saved the life of a child, so 
Hashem is merciful with them. 
 In the merit of saving the lives of Jewish 
children, may EFRAT’s donors, together with 
all of the Jewish people, be written and 
sealed for a good life.

Dr. Eli Schussheim

 This is the silent cry of thousands of Israel’s unborn children, imploring us to help their 
mothers before crippling financial constraints drive them to end their pregnancy.
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 Cultivating
the Inner Self

“Original” is not a word often used in 
connection with a code of Jewish law. 
In general, the rule tends to be that if 

it’s true it isn’t new, and if it’s new it isn’t 
true. But “original” is precisely the right 
word to use in connection with Rambam’s 
law code the Mishneh Torah, especially 
in connection with Rosh Hashanah. 
Rambam was the first halachist to create 
a work called Hilchot Teshuvah, the Laws 
of Repentance. One law in particular 
(Mishneh Torah 3:4) is stunning in its 
originality, as well as in its implications  
for us.

It begins with these words. “Even 
though the sounding of the shofar on 
Rosh Hashanah is a scriptural decree, 
nonetheless it contains within it a hint 
(as to its purpose), namely: Wake up, 
you sleepers from your sleep, and you 
slumberers from your slumber, examine 

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by Dr. Robert 

Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

your deeds, return in repentance and 
remember your Creator, you who forget 
the truth in the follies of time and waste 
the whole year in vain pursuits that 
neither profit nor save.”

What is original about this is that in the 
Talmud, the explanation given for the 
shofar is that it reminds us and God of the 
ram offered in place of his son by Abraham 
at the binding of Isaac. The sound of the 
shofar itself, teruah, represents, according 
to the Talmud, the sound of tears. In 
other words, as we stand before God in 
judgment we ask Him to remember the 
sacrifices we and our ancestors made for 
His sake. The shofar is our cry to God.

Rambam says the opposite. The shofar is 
God’s cry to us. It is God’s way of saying 
what he said to the first humans in the 
Garden of Eden: “Where are you?” What 
have you done with the life, the freedom 
and the blessings I gave you? This is a 
unique Maimonidean insight. What, 
though, does he mean when he says, “you 
who forget the truth in the follies of time 
and waste the whole year in vain pursuits 
that neither profit nor save”?
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Five years ago, the brilliant New York 
Times columnist David Brooks wrote a 
national best seller, The Road to Character, 
in which he distinguishes between what 
he calls the “résumé virtues” and the  
“eulogy virtues”.

The résumé virtues are the ones we write 
on our curriculum vitae, our achievements, 
our qualifications, our skills. But it is the 
eulogy virtues that are the ones for which 
we will be remembered. Are we kind, 
honest, faithful? What are the ideals for 
which we live, and how do we live them? 
These are not what we write on our 
résumé, but they make all the difference 
to our quality of life and the impact we 
have on those around us.

“We live”, he writes, “in a society that 
encourages us to think about how to 
have a great career, but leaves many of 
us inarticulate about how to cultivate the 
inner life.” That is not a million miles from 
what the Rambam meant when he spoke 
about wasting time on vain pursuits that 
neither profit nor save: not that résumé 
virtues are unimportant, but they are not 
all-important. The relentless pressure on 
us to succeed in the commercial market-
place gives us all too little time and 
encouragement to develop the depths of 
character that make all the difference to 
the quality of our relationships, our sense 
of a meaningful life, and the love we give 
and receive. That, says the Rambam, is 
what the shofar is calling us to.

What makes David Brooks’ book especially 
fascinating is the way he explains how 
he came to see the distinction between 

054-723-3863  

For information on magni�cent stand alone homes in 
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.

Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2 
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka) 
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.

New garden apt, 110 sqm plus 25 sqm registered 
garden including parking. 4,500,000 NIS.

Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces. 
160 sqm brand new. Fantastic deal. 4,550,000 NIS!!! 

Old Katamon
New apartment in a new building. Ready in less 
than 6 months. Excellent location, close to Emek 
Refaiim & Shteibalach. 109  sqm of living space, 3 
bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms. 8 sqm terrace from 
the living room (all sukkah). Shabbat elevator. 2 
registered parking spots & storage. 3,700,000 NIS.

Fantastic garden apt in Old Katamon. High ceilings, 
authentic Jerusalem stone building, registered 
garden, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 4,800,000 NIS.

New construction. 144 sqm apt, 4 bedrooms with 
13.8 sqm terrace, 5th �oor, two Shabbat elevators, 
registered parking & storage. Asking 5,000,000 NIS.

115 sqm, new apartment, with 50 sqm registered 
garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS.

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7 
doorman. 145 sqm on one �oor , facing garden, 3 
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat 
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.

Beautiful apt in Talbiya, 107 sqm. Fully renovated 
with high end �nishings- under�oor heating/central 
air, elevator, terrace, shared parking. Close to the 
Old City, Mamilla, First Station. 4,400,000 NIS

German Colony
100 sqm apt in a new project ready in 2 years. 50 
sqm registered garden, parking. 4,500,000 NIS.

160 sqm on one �oor, 2nd �oor in small luxury 
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat 
elevator, views, lots of light.  8,500,000 NIS.

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 
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18     TORAH TIDBITS / ROSH HASHANA 5781

the two kinds of virtue. He arrived at it, 
he says, after reading Rav Soloveitchik’s 
great essay, The Lonely Man of Faith. 
Rav Soloveitchik noted that the Torah 
contains two accounts of the creation 
of man, one in Genesis 1, the other in 
Genesis 2. Genesis 1 is about humans as 
part of the natural order, Homo sapiens, 
the biological species. Genesis 2 is about 
individual people, Adam and Eve, capable 
of loneliness and love.

We can, quietly, develop the 
strengths of character that 
will make a difference not 
only to our own lives but to 
those around us

The reason the Torah does this, said 
the Rav, is because there are two basic 
elements that make us what we are. There 
is Adam 1, “majestic man,” the language-
speaking, tool-making animal, highest 
of all life forms, capable of monumental 
scientific and technological achievement. 
But there is also Adam 2, the “covenantal” 
personality defined by our relationships 
with other people and with God. Majestic 
man has the résumé virtues, but Torah 
– the life of the covenant – is about the 
eulogy virtues: humility, gratitude, 
integrity, joy, the willingness to serve and 
make sacrifices in the name of high ideals. 
It is about “charity, love and redemption.”

Even today, says Brooks, you know when 
you are in the presence of someone who has 
the eulogy virtues. They “seem to possess 

an impressive inner cohesion.” They 
are not leading “fragmented, scattershot 
lives.” They are grounded, they have roots, 
they know what matters in the long run, 
and they can tell the difference between 
the music and the noise. The result is that 
they are not “blown off course by storms,” 
nor do they “crumble in adversity.” They 
radiate, he says, “a sort of moral joy.” They 
are not defeated by failure or wounded 
by criticism. They have a massive internal 
strength and they make a real difference 
to those whose lives they touch.

That defines the cheshbon ha-nafesh, the 
self-searching and self-evaluation that 
should inform our thoughts on Rosh 
Hashanah, Yom Kippur and the days 
between. That, according to Rambam, is 
what the shofar is calling us to. And that, 
surely, is a message for our time.

None of us, as individuals, can end climate 
change, bring peace to the Middle East, 
cure the world of disease or bring justice 
and compassion to the international 
arena. But we can each do our individual 
best. And we can, quietly, develop the 
strengths of character that will make a 
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difference not only to our own lives but 
to those around us. That, according to 
the Rambam (in his Eight Chapters) is 
what Judaism is about, the cultivation 
of character through the repeated acts 
we call mitzvot and the way of life we 
call halachah. That is where Judaism is 
so rich and transformative, and where 
contemporary secular culture, with its 
focus on externalities and résumé virtues, 
is often sadly lacking.

Let us try this coming year to develop, 
through our Jewish living, those 
qualities of character that really are life-
enhancing and that come from a sense 
of the Shechinah in our lives. The Sages 
understood, none more so than Rambam, 
that the best way to change the world is 
by changing ourselves. That is what the 
shofar is calling us to: to cultivate the inner 
life so that, through humility, forgiveness 
and love, we become vehicles through 
whom God’s blessings flow. Let us learn to 
radiate moral joy.

May I take this opportunity, together with 
Elaine, to wish you and all your families 
a Shanah tovah u’metukah. May the year 
5781 bring health, happiness, peace 
and prosperity to all of Am Yisrael and  
the world. 

Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable 
Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ 
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read 
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
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Newest Sale Listings In Jerusalem

For Sale: Starting at 5,000,000 NIS
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Exclusive

Exclusive

Unique Garden Apartment on Hatzfira
Street in the German Colony

6 Rooms, High Ceilings, 160 sqm, Spacious
Kitchen, 250 sqm Garden, 4 Exposures, 2

Separate Units of 25 sqm each, Private Parking

Property on  Luxurious Lincoln Street
3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Tastefully Upgraded,

Spacious Balcony, View, Shabbat Elevator, Private
Parking, Storage, Private Land!

New Listing
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Shana Tova !!! 

 

 

City Center, Agripas/ Yaffo 
In Windows of Jerusalem: new, lovely,  50 
sqm ,2 room apartment with large succah 

balcony with beautiful view. Shabbat 
elevator, parking. Asking 2,070,000  NIS 

Orna Even- 054-621-6069 
 

Oley Hagardom – Armon Hanetziv 
 4 rooms, 85 Sqm. 1st floor. Well Kept. 

Good exposures (South, East).  
Available immediately.  

ONLY 1,350,000  
Orli Raz 050-724-3735 

Elkachi 36 – Armon Hanetziv 
 5 room (4 bed) duplex cottage.  

120 meters plus huge roof terrace and 
views! Amazing street in Armon HaNatziv!  

2,550,000 flex  
Rachel Gluck - 052-478-9193 

 

 

 
Zichron Tuvia St., Nachlaot 

6 rooms, 3 BaR, 250 sqm. Private- corner 
house. Architecturally designed. High-end 
finishes. Large internal succah courtyard, 

complete car access, Asking 6,500,000 NIS 
 Orna Even- 054-621-6069 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
French Hill Towers 

Lovely 4 room apartment with view from the 
balcony, storage parking, Shabbat elevator 
in Secured building. Handicap Accessible 

Only 2,240,000  ₪  
Nelly 052-4764356 

 

 

 

 
Adam 29- Arnona/Armon Hanetziv 

172  Sqm. dream cottage with huge succah 
balcony on Adam St, Great location- 2 min 

from Embassy and Arnona!  
Asking 3,350,000. flexible 

Rachel Gluck - 052-478-9193 

Luria 6, Arnona 
Lovely Duplex Pent-cottage. 148 Sqm.  

5 rooms. Private entrance. Master 
bedroom. Succah balcony. Mamad. 
Additional rental unit.  NIS 4,600,000 

Orli Raz 050-724-3735 

 
Jewish quarter- Old City  

Pent-cottage, 4.5 rooms. tastefully 
renovated Renovated at a high standard. 
Lovely rooftop balcony overlooks temple 

mount. Asking NIS 5,500,000 
Natan Brand  058-4857770  

 

MOSHAV RAMAT RAZIEL Private estate 
Luxurious villa-Top of the World, 450 sqm. 

8 Dunam (2 acres) Nachala. amazing View. 
Smart home, Private Spa, Elevator. Option 

for tourism business and stables. 
NIS 11,850,000 Nelly 052-4764356 
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Exclusive
German Colony: 
Four room 
garden domicile 
with private entrance, 
domed ceiling, 
separate clinic/guest 
unit in pastoral setting. 
$1.5 million 

Exclusive
by Rehavia
Rooftop unit of four 
rooms, 96 sq m, 
elevator, parking and 
this panoramic view 
towards the Knesset  
and the Israel Museum!   
2.58 million NIS

Ein Kerem: Six room 1900 sq ft modernized Ottoman 
home with vaulted ceilings, conservatory + gorgeous 
garden! $1.6 million

bayitsheli@gmail.com
WWW.SHELLYLANDAU.COM
052-385-9944

Talbieh:  
Exquisite ten room 
residence, high 
ceilings, 4 exposures, 
private entrance,  
2600 sq ft, living  
space surrounded 
by gorgeous private 
garden and patio 
+ private parking

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak 
For sale beautiful, spacious 4 room luxury unit, 
2.5 baths, 4 exposures, large succa terrace, 2 floor 
with shabbat elevator + storage + covered parking.

By Crowne Plaza & 
Fast Train to Tel Aviv
4 rooms, 2 full baths, lovely 
layout + 200 sq ft terrace, 
view, shabbat elevator, 
double parking + storage.    
$855,000

New Exclusives!

SEALING SERVICES
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Rosh Hashana

In generally, when we recall the 
haftarot of Rosh Hashana, we 
generally think back to the reading 

from the beginning of Sefer Shmuel, i.e., 
the haftarah of the first day of the Yom 
Tov. That might be because we are more 
familiar with the story of the birth of 
Shmuel HaNavi, as many of us learned 
the story while we were in elementary 
school or, perhaps, because it is a simple 
story, easy to remember, since it parallels 
the story of our barren matriarchs who, 
according to tradition, were remembered 
on Rosh Hashana. 

Yet, the reading for the second day, a 
selection from the 31st perek of Sefer 
Yirmiyahu, is equally memorable and, once 
we reveal the underlying messages of the 
navi, we should find it difficult to forget. At 
first glance, it would seem to be a strange 
choice for the haftara of Rosh Hashana. 
When listening to the prophet’s message, 
we would imagine that its proper place is 
as one of the haftarot of consolation, the 
series of prophetic visions that we just 
completed last Shabbat. The magnificent 
description of the tearful masses returning 
to Tziyon from all corners of the earth, 
“bam eever ufise’ach, harah v’yoledet 
yachdav,” the promise that the blind and 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

the lame, the pregnant and the birthing 
mothers will all be part of this return to 
Jerusalem, is a prophecy so powerful and 
uplifting that we would expect it to be 
read during those weeks of post-churban 
mourning. The promise of how Hashem 
will guard over His flock after gathering 
them to their land, the depiction of the 
great economic success they will find there 
and the rejoicing that will fill the streets-
would have been especially meaningful if 
it were read over the last two months. 

But what connection does it have to Rosh 
Hashana and the theme of teshuva?

I would argue that this reading has a 
crucial connection to the day, and one all-
too-often ignored. “Teshuva”, in essence, 
means “return” and is used to mean 
“repentance”, as we look to return to G-d. 
That word can also be understood to mean 
“homecoming”, a return to our roots and 
our land, as Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 
teaches. In this way, the haftarah reflects 
a different type of return-but a return that 
is part of the teshuva process. But there 
is another return that we do not often 
realize: Hashem’s return to His people! 

I turn your attention to the final psukim of 
the haftarah that express, far better than 
I can, the “return” of G-d. We read of the 
mournful Rachel Imenu, crying over the 
exile of her children and G-d’s promise 
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that her tears are not in vain for He 
guarantees their return to the land. It is 
then that Hashem says that He has heard 
cries of Ephraim, the people of Israel, who 
are filled with remorse and shame for 
how they have behaved. So G-d responds, 
a response so powerful that it is part of 
our Musaf tefillah.

“Haven yakir li Ephraim-im yeled 
sha’ashu’im? ….al ken hamu me’ai lo, 
rachem arachamenu…”  “Is not Ephraim 
my cherished son? (Therefore) I long for 
him and will tender him compassion.” 
Israel cries to return to G-d but believes 
that Hashem has “forgotten” and 
abandoned them! They do not believe that 
they CAN return to Him! And G-d responds 
that He could NEVER forget His cherished 
people. He always thinks of them and  
remembers them!

Rosh Hashana is the Yom HaZikaron, 
the day of remembrance. But it is not 
only we who remember Hashem and 
seek to return to Him. It is also G-d Who 
remembers us and thirsts for our teshuva, 
for our return.

So, I ask you: is there a better message 
for Rosh Hashana? The navi who tells us 
that we must remember Hashem and do 
teshuva on this day is the navi who tells us 
that Hashem remembers us always and 
longs for our return. 
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The famous question is obvious. אם סיסרא? 
Is that the most appropriate person for us 
to invoke on this holiest of days? There 
are many other more appropriate women 
who should be filling our national memory 
today? An antisemitic general who took 
pleasure in fighting our nation, and who 
symbolizes so much evil? What are חז"ל 
trying to convey to us? 

Let us examine the פסוקים in ס' שופטים פ' ה 
to try to put ourselves into the mind of אם 
 .סיסרא

ָנ֑ב  ֶאשְׁ ַע֣ד הָֽ יְסָר֖א בְּ ֛ב ֵא֥ם סִֽ ַיבֵּ ְקָפ֧ה ַותְּ ַעד֩ ַהַחּל֨וֹן ִנשְׁ )כח( בְּ

יו: בוֹתָֽ ֲעֵמ֖י ַמְרכְּ ֱחרּ֔ו פַּ ׁ֤ש ִרְכּבוֹ֙ ָלב֔וֹא ַמּדּ֣וַע אֶֽ ַמּדּ֗וַע ּבֹשֵׁ

ּה: ֥יב ֲאָמֶר֖יָה לָֽ שִׁ ֲעֶנ֑ינָּה ַאף־ִה֕יא תָּ רוֶֹת֖יָה תַּ )כט( ַחְכמ֥וֹת שָׂ

ַל֤ל  ָל֗ל ַרַ֤חם ַרֲחָמַתִ֙ים֙ ְלרֹ֣אׁש גֶֶּ֔בר שְׁ קּ֣ו שָׁ )ל( ֲהלֹ֨א ִיְמְצאּ֜ו ְיַחלְּ

אֵר֥י  ַל֥ל ְצָבִע֖ים ִרְקָמ֑ה ֶצַ֥בע ִרְקָמַתִ֖ים ְלַצוְּ ְצָבִעים֙ ְלִס֣יְסָר֔א שְׁ

ל: לָֽ שָׁ

סיסרא  ,was looking out the window אם 
waiting impatiently for her son to return. 
“Where is my adorable son? When will 
he return?” Her friends calmed her, 
suggesting excuse after excuse. “Don’t 
worry, he’s surely splitting up spoils, 
enjoying himself on the battlefield.” Only 
finally, as the sun sets on סיסרא, literally 
and figuratively, the reality sets in and she 
cries uncontrollably for her lost son. When 
someone is confronted with the stark 
truth, with the reality unclothed from 
excuses and masks, there is an intense and 

 The Ultimate
Shofar

Already a month before Rosh 
Hashana, the sound of the shofar 
is what starts getting us into 

the mood for these awesome and life-
shaping days. It is the tool which the 
 says is needed to wake us )תשובה ג:ד( רמב"ם
up from our spiritual slumber. 

הכתוב  גזירת  השנה  בראש  שופר  שתקיעת  פי  על  אף 

רמז יש בו כלומר עורו ישינים משנתכם ונרדמים הקיצו 

וזכרו  בתשובה  וחזרו  במעשיכם  וחפשו  מתרדמתכם 

ושוגים  הזמן  בהבלי  האמת  את  השוכחים  אלו  בוראכם, 

הביטו  יציל  ולא  יועיל  לא  אשר  וריק  בהבל  שנתם  כל 

אחד  כל  ויעזוב  ומעלליכם  דרכיכם  והטיבו  לנפשותיכם 

מכם דרכו הרעה ומחשבתו אשר לא טובה 

The shofar tells us to wake up form 
sleepwalking through life, and get onto 
the תשובה train. Our minhag is to blow 
many sounds, way above and beyond 
what is minimally required. [see ר"ה  תוס' 

  [בל תוסיף who even bring up the issue of :טז

 quotes from earlier sources that :תוס' ר"ה לג
the 100 round number which is the total 
number that klal yisrael has accepted to 
blow is meant to remind us of the cries of 
the mother of סיסרא. When סיסרא did not 
return from battle against the Jews, his 
mother cried 100 wails, and that has made 
it into the Rosh Hashana service. 
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deep recognition which could be painful 
but ultimately helpful in dealing with life’s 
situations. 

When a Jew is inspired, he 
feels the pull, he feels the 
magnetic spiritual magnet in 
his deepest core

 is a day to seek out our reality, to ראש השנה
look at ourselves in the mirror, letting all 
the excuses to fall away. With a clear and 
direct outlook, we need to ask what does 'ה 
want, demand, and expect of me? How can 
I truthfully and fully fulfill my potential in 
all of areas of תורה, עבודה, וגמילות חסדים? And 
let’s add one more- How can I maximize 
my connection to our Homeland, to the 
land of our forefathers? 

On Rosh Hashana 5694, in the fall of 1933, 
Rav Kook gave a drasha, explaining that 
there are three halachic levels of שופרות. 
The best is a שופר של איל, a ram’s horn. Next 
level is a horn from any kosher animal, 
except for a cow. Finally, if there is no 
kosher animal שופר available, one should 
use a non kosher animal שופר, but no ברכה 
can be made. 

Rav Kook homiletically explained that 
there are 3 3 ,שופרות של גאולה awakenings of 
Jews to join the redemption process. The 
first and greatest is the גדול  when a ,שופר 
Jew is inspired, he feels the pull, he feels 
the magnetic spiritual magnet in his deep-
est core, as he yearns to rejoin his people 
in the Chosen Land. He comes of his own 
volition, and based on his own choosing. 

The second awakening also merits a ברכה, 
it is from a kosher animal, but represents 
a lesser quality awakening. One who 
comes for nationalistic reasons. It is a 
Jewish State, I feel proud in Israel, I feel 
comfortable amongst exclusively fellow 
Jews. This is also a kosher sound, albeit 
second tier. 

Finally, Rav Kook explained, as he started 
to cry, there is a third שופר, not a שופר of 
choice, but a שופר forced upon us, when 
it’s not the pull from within but the push 
from without, when the שופר of terror and 
antisemitism forces Jews to return to their 
roots, to the place which will always accept 
them. Yes, it is also a שופר של גאולה, but it 
is a painful and difficult one, so no ברכה  
is recited. 

We daven each day,  ה' תקע בשופר גדול לחירותנו, 
on this ראש השנה, please allow all Jews to be 
inspired by the שופר גדול, by the קדושה וטהרה, 
by the pull and not the push. Let all Jews 
see the reality of what ישראל  should ארץ 
mean to them and how they should shape 
their lives with ארץ ישראל at the center. Let 
this year truly be a year of קיבוץ גליות of the 
highest caliber, the שופר גדול reigning in all 
Jews to come home, back to the palace and 
the בית המקדש.  B'mheira beyameinu 
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Hashem instructs us (Rosh Hashana 
16a), “Say before Me, Malchiyot, 
Zichronot, and Shofarot”. The 

gemara continues and asks, “ubameh”, 
how should we do this? Through the shofar. 
The Sefat Emet asks the obvious question; 
what does the gemara mean to convey 
by asking ‘how’?  Doesn’t it seem clear 
that “say before Me” would infer through 
speech? He explains the gemara’s question 
as follows. How will our words enter 
‘before Me’?  Accordingly, it is the shofar 
that possesses the power to penetrate the 
inner chambers of Above and the inner 
chambers of the Divine within ourselves.

Rav Yisrael Salanter teaches, when 
hearing the call of the shofar one should 
imagine he is like the Kohen Gadol who 

has entered the Kodesh Kodashim.  It is a 
time of intense privacy between Hashem 
and a person.  It is also a time when a 
person gains entry to the ‘holy of holies’ 
of his own heart and accesses the deeper 
part of self.  Rav Meizlish in Imru Lefanai 
Malchiyot, explains that the power of the 
shofar is to uncover the holy untainted part 
of self, the part that truly wants to connect 
with Hashem.  One is exhorted to use this 
opportunity of awakening to strengthen 
this component and allow it to come to 
the fore. Discovering and actualizing this 
part of self brings a person into the teshuva 
process.  Ultimate teshuva is returning to 
the way Hashem envisioned us to be, the 
return to the pristine self.

Rav Biderman in Be’er Hachayim suggests 

What To Imagine  
When Hearing the Shofar
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a powerful approach to think about during 
tekiyat shofar to help us in the process.  
The Torah relates that Hashem breathed 
into Adam a breath of life (Bereisheet 2;8). 
Chazal learn that this breath came directly 
from Hashem, as it were. Rosh Hashana, 
the anniversary of the creation of man, is 
a recreation of each one of us.  “Hashem 
bekol shofar”(Tehillim 47;6); Hashem, the 
Blower of the shofar, is blowing within 
each of us a new life force. The time of the 
shofar is one of intense connection and 
recreation.  It is a time of transformation, 
we are created a new, therefore our sins 
are no longer part of us.

Rav Hofstadter, author of Derash David 
explains that one can achieve a similar 
level of closeness and forgiveness on 
Shabbat.  Shabbat has the same letters 
as ‘tashuv’, it is a day intrinsic to return.  
Shabbat elevates and sanctifies us so 
we can experience this attachment.   
Therefore, when Rosh Hashana falls 
out on Shabbat, we can tap into the 
power of Shabbat to help us achieve 
this transcendent level. Indeed, thought 
we don’t blow shofar on Shabbat, it is 
through investing in our tefillot that will 
help us reach ‘before Me’. 
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In It Together

Rebbe Pinchas Menachem Alter, 
zy’a, the Pnei Menachem of Ger 
(d. 1996) was widely respected 

as a wise and unassuming tzadik, and 
was a beloved Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas 
Sefas Emes. One year, in advance of the 
Yamim Noraim, the Pnei Menachem was 
learning with his student and chavrusa, 
Reb Yitzchak Menachem Weinberg, 
shlit’a, (the current Tolna Rebbe of 
Jerusalem), when the latter shared the 
following vort from the Yismach Yisrael 
of Alexander:

‘In the Musaf davening of Yom Kippur, we 
describe how the Kohen Gadol “rejoiced” 
when mixing the blood of his personal 
offering together with the blood offered 
as part of the communal sacrifice on 
behalf of Klal Yisrael. Until that point, 
the Kohen Gadol, in his exalted and 
singular role, was separate from the rest 
of the community. More than a technical, 
procedural aspect of the avoda, the mixing 
of the blood together united him with the 
rest of the tzibur — and this was a cause 
for rejoicing.’ 

The Pnei Menachem took great pleasure in 
this teaching.

Soon thereafter, following the passing 
of his half brother, the Pnei Menachem 
inherited the role of Gerrer Rebbe, and 
accepted leadership and responsibility of 
the movement. As a Rebbe to thousands 
of chasidim, Reb Pinchas Menachem 
assumed a very public role. On the first 
Rosh Hashana of his reign, he confided 
in his student, who by then had become 
the Tolna Rebbe, that the trappings of 
leadership and the perceived distance 
from the chasidim that came along with 
his new status were a challenge: “Der vort 
badert mir zayer, The vort you shared with 
me (regarding  the mixing of sacrificial 
blood) is bothering me greatly.”

The Pnei Menachem was experiencing 
the same sense of isolation that the Kohen 
Gadol felt prior to performing the avodah 
of mixing the different bloods of the 
Korbanos. Seeking comfort, after Yom Tov, 
he asked his old chevrusa and talmid to 
accompany him on a late night journey to 
Kever Rachel. 

As they approached the Kever, Reb Pinchas 
Menachem was lost in thought and prayer 
and did not notice signage indicating that 
the regular entrance was closed off due 
to renovations. Suddenly, he was accosted 
by a security guard, shouting, “Mah atah 
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chosheiv? What are you thinking? That 
you’re different from others here? Atah 
kemo kulam! You’re like everyone else! Go 
around to the other entrance around the 
back, like every other visitor!”

The Rebbe was taken aback, apologized for 
his oversight, and thanked the guard with 
a smile. “Yes, it is true — ani k’mo kulam — 
I am just like everyone else,” he said, and 
joyfully entered Kever Rachel through the 
back entrance together with the rest of the 
tzibur.

Sefer Melachim describes in great detail 
the kindnesses performed by the Isha 
Shunamis, the Shunamite Woman, in 
hosting and providing for Elisha haNavi 
and his student, Gechazi. Wanting to 
express his appreciation, Elisha inquires if 
there is anything he can do for her: Hayeish 
l’daber lach el haMelech? “Can we speak 
on your behalf to the king?’” Declining the 
offer, their hostess answers cryptically: 
B’soch ami ani yoshevet, “I dwell among 
my people.” (Melachim 2, 4:13) 

The Zohar haKadosh provides context 
for the interaction: Hahu yoma, Yom Tov 
d’Rosh Hashana hava, “That day was the 
holiday of Rosh Hashana” (Zohar, 2:44:1). 
Elisha was not simply asking if the Isha 
Shunamit needed some protektzia, or 
wanted him to pull some strings with 
the authorities on her behalf. Being 
the start of a new year, Elisha haNavi 
was offering to intercede and daven on 
her behalf before Hashem, The King of 
Kings, who is coronated each year on 
Rosh Hashana.

B’soch ami ani yoshevet, “I dwell among 
my people….” 

The answer of the Isha Shunamit reveals 
a fundamental insight into the nature 
of Rosh Hashana, and is an important 
reminder for this auspicious day. Each 
and every one of us has the privilege and 
opportunity to address the Ribbono Shel 
Olam, to approach the “King” directly, 
and to engage Him with our own words. 
On Rosh Hashana we are on level 
ground with all of humanity, “dwelling 
among our people”. We stand before 
G-d empowered by our connection to 
the greater tzibur and the community to 
which we belong. 

We are all in this together; anachnu k’mo 
kulam. 

zakonmetal@gmail.com
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

There is an interesting teaching in 
the important Chasidic work, Sfat 
Emet (Language of Truth), written 

by Rabbi Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter, zt’l, the 
Gerrer Rebbe. The Rebbe wrote:

“The essence of Rosh Hashana is prayer. 
There are four mitzvot which form our daily 
routine; the recitation of the Shema, the 
wearing of tefilin (phylacteries), the donning 
of tzitzit (fringes), and tefila (prayer). It 
is written in many holy works that these 
four mitzvot correspond to the four letter 
Divine name. Also, the various holidays 
each parallel one of these four mitzvot. 
Pesach is representative of the tefilin 
which we bind to our arm, recalling the 
“outstretched arm” that redeemed us from 
Egypt; Shavuot is linked to the recitation of 
the Shema, which includes the passage: ‘I 
have instructed you on this day’ (recalling 
the giving of the Torah at Sinai); Sukkot 
recalls the mitzva of tzitzit, as the Sukka, 
much like the tzitzit garment, represents 
being enveloped by Divine protection. The 
days of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur 
are in essence all about prayer…”

Let us take a closer look at this piece. 
The Sfat Emet suggests that there are 
four common daily rituals that are each 
symbolically paralleled by the essence and 
nature of one of our four Biblical Holiday 
periods. One might infer that the Rebbe is 
suggesting that the extra spiritual fervor, 

inspiration and joy that are often easier 
for us to experience during each of our 
festivals, should somehow inspire us and 
help us to experience its parallel daily 
ritual, and really all of our daily conduct, 
in a more meaningful, and spiritually 
conscious way. Given that we are on the 
eve of Rosh Hashana, let us explore further 
the parallel daily mitzva of tefila (prayer), 
which the Sfat Emet viewed as the essence 
of the entire ten day period between Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur. Let’s begin to 
clarify just how much transformative 
potential exists within the experience of 
prayer in its purest form.

Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaKohein Kook, 
zt’l spoke the following words in a public 
discourse on prayer (As cited in the work 
Mishnat HaRav, pg 72):

“The difference between an individual who 
prays and one who does not pray is not 
that one sets aside time each day to pray 
and the second does not set aside time for 
this purpose. Rather, there is a profound 
fundamental difference. The quality of life 
of each of these two is completely different! 
That time set aside for prayer, makes a 
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profound impact on the entire day.”

According to Rav Kook, tefila, is much 
more than taking time out of our day to 
recite some Hebrew words as quickly as 
we possibly can, and tefila is much more 
than an opportunity to make requests, 
or plead our case before G-d, as so many 
people envision as the prime objective 
of our high holiday prayer, and prayer 
in general. Rav Kook is suggesting that 
the experience of tefila somehow has the 
capacity to transform our entire outlook, 
our entire daily routine, our entire quality 
of life.

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik zt’l wrote that 
many perceive prayer as a conversation, 
a dialogue with the Divine. Rabbi 
Soloveitchik suggests that tefila is much 
more than a conversation, or a dialogue 
between acquaintances. Tefila, said Rabbi 
Soloveitchik should be experienced as 
though we have come so close to the 
Divine within each of us that we feel the 
collision, of colliding with G-d’s presence. 
Tefila is not a random discussion between 
two distant acquaintances, rather the most 
intimate of conversations between man 
and Hashem.

How are we to understand the words of 
Rav Kook and Rav Soloveitchik within the 
context of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur? 
If the goal of tefila is not to petition or make 
any requests, rather to enter into a pure, 
loving, intimate discourse with G-d; and 
as the Sfat Emet suggests the very essence 
of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur is tefila, 
how are we to make sense of the many 
liturgical references to forgiveness, mercy, 
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compassion, and judgment? It seems quite 
clear from much of the traditional liturgy, 
that indeed we have gathered to make 
many, many pleas, both personal and 
communal, unto G-d.

There is a well known verse from Psalm 
118 (verse 5), that is recited as part of the 
 Hallel which we recite on Rosh Chodesh 
(beginning of each month) and Festivals, 
which is also one of the many verses 
recited immediately before the Shofar is 
sounded on Rosh Hashana.

“From the depths I called out to God, with 
Divine relief he answered me…”

Rabbi Kalonimos Kalman Shapira zy’’a, 
the Rebbe of Piascezna, in his incredibly 
moving collection of sermons on the Torah 
and Holidays, Aish Kodesh, wrote the 
following words regarding this verse:

“For people like us, especially in such 
terrible, bitter anguish, it is impossible not 
to cry out and pray to G-d, even on Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur, about our pain 
and suffering. This in itself is a source of 
distress, and our soul cries out bitterly that 
even during such holy days as these we are 
reduced to praying ‘Give us life! Give us 
food!’ instead of loftier, altruistic prayers 
for the needs and sake of heaven…

…This is the meaning of the verse ‘From the 
depths I called out to G-d, with Divine relief 
he answered me.’ At present, I am calling 
from the depths of my pain, but please G-d, 
respond with divine relief, so that I am able 
to pray from comfort and plenitude, so that 
I can pray properly, unselfishly, for the sake 
of expressing our closeness to G-d.”

The Rebbe, from the depths of the Warsaw 
Ghetto, where he ministered to so many 
amidst the devastation, is teaching us 
a very profound idea regarding the 
experience of prayer. Prayer, as it is most 
often experienced by man in our human 
frailty, is often very self centered - either 
out of a sense of obligation, or as an 
outgrowth and response to a personal 
need or challenging circumstance. But 
tefila, prayer in its purest form, says 
the  Rebbe, and echoed by the words of 
Rabbi Soloveitchik, is the experience of 
calling out to G-d, not from the depths 
of despair and pain, but rather from a 
space of comfort, heightened spiritual 
consciousness and love.

Perhaps, now we can better understand 
the words of the Sefat Emet, “the days 
of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur are in 
essence all about prayer…”

If , as we discussed earlier, the heightened 
sense of awareness, enthusiasm, and 
joy we feel during each of these sacred 
days is supposed to inspire within us 
similar fervor and emotions for its 
symbolic parallel mitzva, then perhaps 
the opportunity that Rosh Hashana and 
Yom Kippur present us with is the ability to 
move up the ladder, to be inspired to leave 
behind our mundane, even commonly 
self-centered prayer, and begin to view 
tefila, as a regular opportunity to speak 
with, feel, and embrace G-d’s presence in 
our daily lives.

With warmest wishes for a  Shana Tova 
Umetuka- a sweet new year full of joy, good 
health, clarity, and success. 
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 Does
 Immersion
 Require
Intent?

The mitzvah of tevilat keilim involves 
the action of placing the utensils in a 
mikvah for purification. Among the 

action-based mitzvot, there are various 
conditions that are required beyond the 
mitzvah’s performance. For example, a 
get (a halachic document that codifies 
divorce) must be written with proper 
intent (lishma). The scribe who writes a 
get must have in mind the specific couple 
who it is meant for. Without proper 
intent, the get is invalid. The current 
article examines if there is a need to have 
proper intent while immersing utensils in 
a mikvah.

The Gemara in Chulin (31:A) describes a 
dispute between Rav and Rav Yochanan 
whether a woman who goes to the mikveh 
(for family purity) needs to have proper 
intent when immersing herself. Rav rules 
that she doesn’t need to have proper 

intent, while Rav Yochanan requires that 
she does. Early authorities dispute which 
opinion to follow. The Shulchan Aruch (YD 
198:48), based on the Rambam (Mikvaot 
1:8), rules that intent is not required 
when a woman immerses in a mikveh. 
The Rema (Ibid), overall, agrees with the 
Shulchan Aruch. He adds however, that 
if a woman immersed herself without 
intent, it is preferable to immerse again. 
Later authorities debate whether the 
Rema’s stringency regarding family 
purity should apply to immersing utensils 
as well. 

The Bach (YD 120) claims that since the 
Gemara in Avodah Zara (75:B) brings 
parallels between immersing for family 
purity and immersing utensils, the 
Rema’s stringency should apply here as 
well. However, most authorities disagree 
with the Bach. Regarding the comparison 
between family purity and immersing 
utensils, it would seem that the parallel is 
only regarding the kashrut of the mikvah 
itself, rather than relating to factors such 
as intent. The Aruch Hashulchan (YD 
120:14) adds that the Rema’s stringency 
only relates to family purity, which has 
the severe punishment of karet. It should 
also be noted that the Rema himself allows 
a child to immerse utensils when an adult 
is present, even though the child may not 
have proper intent. This strengthens the 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה
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logic that the Rema’s stringency relates 
only to family purity.

All modern authorities agree that intent 
is not required in order to carry out the 
mitzvah of immersing utensils. There are 
various applications of this ruling. One 
application is in regards to dishes that 
accidently fall into the mikvah before 
intentionally being immersed. The dishes 
are permissible for use since they were 
in a mikvah (Aruch Hashulchan 120:12). 
Another application is the case of a ba’al 
teshuva, a young adult striving to be 
more observant. If the family does not 
immerse their dishes, the ba’al teshuva 
may immerse them himself (see Ben 
Yisrael L’amim 12:37). This is acceptable 
even though the family is unaware, due 
to the fact that tevilat keilim does not 
require the intent of the owner (Even 
though this is theoretically true based 
on the halacha, one should consult one’s 
local Rabbi regarding a specific case, to 

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

properly assess the situation and consider 
all parties involved.) 

In conclusion, one is not obligated to 
have proper intent for the mitzvah 
of tevilat keilim. The utensils are 
permissible for use following the action 
of immersion. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

It’s never too late to file prior years’ tax returns!

02-999-2104 |  09-746-0623 |  03-527-3254
 052-274-9999

Email: alan@ardcpa.com 
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בס“ד

Wishing all of our 
clients and friends a 
happy and healthy 

sweet new year!
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MIDEI CHODESH
B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

 The Holiday 
 of the 
Hidden Moon

How do we know that Rosh 
Hashana is Rosh Hashana?

This question sounds strange; but 
I assure you, it is not…

The Torah never refers to this festival as 
Rosh Hashana, never clearly identifies 
the first day of Tishrei as the start of the 
year; never makes any clear mention 
of the occasion as a “Yom Din,” a day of 
judgement...

If the Torah doesn’t tell us, how do 
we know that Rosh Hashana is Rosh 
Hashana?

The answer can be found in rabbinic 
literature. Piecing together clues from 
across Tanach, the rabbis discover a 
pattern that points to the first day of 
Tishrei as the Rosh Hashana we know.

Among these clues is a passage from 
Tehillim 91: “Sound the Shofar at the 
moon’s renewal- ba’cesse l’yom chageinu, 
at the time appointed for the day of our 
festival- because it is a decree for Yisrael, 
a judgment day for the G-d of Yaakov.”

Carefully examining this passuk, the 
rabbis connect the word ba’cesse to the 
root l’chasot, to “cover or hide. “ 

During which festival is the moon hidden? 
Let us say; it is [the first day of Tishrei] 
Rosh Hashana.

The rabbinic logic is clear. Tehillim 
identifies a holiday on which the moon 
is hidden as “a day of judgment for the 
Jewish people.” The moon is hidden from 
sight each month on Rosh Chodesh, when 
its journey begins in the sky. The only 
Torah festival, however, that corresponds 
to Rosh Chodesh falls on the first day of the 
month of Tishrei. Rosh Chodesh Tishrei is 
thus identified as Rosh Hashana, a day of 
judgment for the year.

This derivation, however, raises a deeper 
problem…

There are no coincidences on the Jewish 
calendar. Why does the awesome occasion 
of Rosh Hashana specifically fall on a day 
when the moon is hidden? The very idea 
seems counterintuitive! 

The moon’s journey in the heavens is 
one of the most foundational symbols in 
Jewish thought. Representing the passage 
of time, this journey is the basis of the first 
mitzva given to the Israelites, Kiddush 
Hachodesh, the mitzva of sanctifying the 
New moon. Through this mitzva, God 
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connects the phenomenon of time and 
time sanctification to Jewish thought from 
the first moments of the nation’s birth.

Why, then, would one of the holiest days 
of our year be marked on a day when the 
moon, and thus, time itself, is hidden?

Many years ago, an answer occurred to 
me as I sat through one of the saddest 
experiences of my rabbinic career. The 
occasion was a funeral, an inherently 
sad event. In this case, however, the main 
source of sorrow did not stem from the 
death of the deceased. He was an elderly 
man who had been sick for many years. 
His death was sad, but not tragic.

What made this funeral particularly 
tragic was the behavior of the surviving 
relatives. Many of them refused to sit 
with, or even talk to, each other. When 
I inquired as to the origin of the family 
friction, they had difficulty remembering 
the exact source of the discord- so 
temporally distant was that source from 
the day of the funeral.

It happened way back, Rabbi. We can’t 
really remember the specifics. But it was 
really bad. Both sides of the family haven’t 
spoken to each other for years; and we will 
be darned if we will be the ones to break 
the ice….

It was then that I realized that we grant 
too much power to time. Time heals, we 

say, Give it time… 

The truth is that the passage of time, in 
and of itself, is inconsequential. 

What happens during that time; how we 
use its moments; grants those moments 
meaning. 

In the case of the funeral family, time 
certainly did not “heal;” it “hardened.” 
Slights that might have been resolved 
years earlier had become issues beyond 
repair. Hurts were not discussed; 
insults, perceived or actual, were not 
dealt with. Certainly, a “cooling off 
period” may sometimes be called for 
in personal relationships. Ultimately, 
however, concerns Combined with other 
textual sources, therefore, the must  
be addressed.

By the time the members of the funeral 
family came together; no one could 
remember why; but they would not sit 
together, even in mourning.

A possible answer, then, to our question. 
Rosh Hashana is celebrated when the 
moon is hidden to remind us that the 
passage of time, in and of itself, has 
no power. What we do with our time 
determines its ultimate significance.

Rosh Hashana challenges us not to wait 
until things “get better;” not to delay in 
the hope of automatic resolution.

Our job is to make things “better” now as 
best we can; tomorrow may be too late. 

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the OU press 
volumes “Unlocking the Torah Text,” and 
“Unlocking the Haggada.
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WEDNESDAYS, 8:30PM ISRAEL TIME

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l        WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Shiur will be given in easy Hebrew - 
Great chance to improve your Hebrew 

and be inspired at the same time!! 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/2244321902

New weekly Parsha shiur 
with Rav Meir Goldwicht  

Rosh Yeshiva at Yeshiva University
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To all our Readers and Regular  
4 Minim Customers

Due to the new Government 

regulations and the Lockdown

This year, we will, unfortunately, 
NOT hold the Annual 4 Minim Sale

 ***

Wishing you all the best of health

  לשנה טובה תכתבו ותחתמו

The OU Israel Staff
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OU ISRAEL CENTER      l      WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG      l     02-560-9100

Filmed live in Jerusalem
For women, By women

FROM STAGE TO THE SCREEN
The Women’s Performance Community of Jerusalem
and OU Israel present

THE EPIC HISTORICAL MUSICAL

ONLINE PREMIERE, SEPT.21,8 PM 
https://wpcjerusalem.wixsite.com/wpcjerusalem/rent-hidden

Photo: by Ita A
rbit
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VIRTUAL 
MOTHER-DAUGHTER 
PRE-SUKKOT EVENT

CHAVRUSA LEARNING + 
MINI-SHIUR/DISCUSSION + ART PROJECT Women Reaching Higher

Recommended for girls aged 9-12 
Register (FREE) at 

ouisrael.org/sukkotmd 
and we’lll send you details

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 7:00PM

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l     22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM     l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Women Reaching Higher

FREE 
OF CHARGE

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l   WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG      l   02-5609110

VIRTUAL TISHREI SEMINAR FOR WOMEN
SPOTLIGHT ON SUKKOT 

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h 
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל

Tues. September 29, Tishrei 11, 9:00AM - 1:00PM

9:00 – 9:15    Opening Remarks
            Zemira Ozarowski

9:15 -10:15      Spectacular Sukkos
                             Rebbetzin Shira Smiles

10:15-11:00    Sharing the Lulav 
                             and Esrog Experience 
                              Sara Rotenberg

11:00 – 12:00  Not Perfect but Definitely 
Wonderful –Lessons of Sukkot
Personal Story 
with Jodi Samuels

12:00 -12:45   The Secrets of Shemini 
Atzeret   Miriam Brodersen

For more information and to register - www.ouisrael.org/tishrei2020 
Join us at https://zoom.us/j/87469121375
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OU Israel at          Online Shiurim & Programs  in the comfort of your Home

SUN, SEP 20 MON,  SEP 21 TUE,  SEP 22 WED,  SEP 23 THURS,  SEP 24

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn. 
Parshat HaShavua 
https://zoom.us/j/2624570009

9:15 AM
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/144986284

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron 
Goldscheider
Chasidut on the Parsha
https://zoom.
us/j/700303855 

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel 
Herschler
Ethics, Family and 
Society 
in the writings of 
Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook 
and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.
us/j/81925157325

9:00 PM
Rabbi Sam Shor
Penimiut HaTorah
To be continued after 
the Chagim. Shiur will 
resume Mon Oct 12

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz(L’Ayla)
 Tefillot of Yamim Noraim
https://zoom.us/j/85177782268

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub Halacha 
https://zoom.us/j/709706986

8:30 PM
Rabbi Ezra Friedman 
Practical Kashrut https://zoom.
us/j/698124792 

8:30 PM
Rav Meir Goldwicht (Hebrew) 
Parshat Hashavua
https:// zoom.us/j/2244321902

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/

MISSED A CLASS?
 You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

*L’AYLA CLASSES 
ARE FOR 

WOMEN ONLY

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

ROSH
 HASHANA

To Register:  
www.tickchak.

co.il/OU

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
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This is your opportunity
to get your 4 Minim Set while supporting 

Yachad Israel with your purchase!

4 מינים2 מצוות! 
4 מינים2 מצוות! 

Yachad is an organization dedicated
to addressing the needs of all individuals 

with disabilities while promoting inclusion 

מהדרין
₪100

כשר לברכה
₪60

מהדרין 
מן המהדרין

₪135 

This is your opportunity
to get your 4 Minim Set 

while supporting Yachad Israel 
with your purchase!

You can choose a Set form various Hidur options

FREE DELIVERY 

Order 
today
Email
Yachadisrael@ou.org
Tel
053-2308481  Ezra
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A Comprehensive Review of the Laws of Rosh Hashanah
Prepared by Rabbi Elyada Goldvicht
Founder, Semichat Chaver Program

Given the unique nature of this year’s Rosh Hashana davening, with many people davening 
in smaller minyanim or even ביחדות, we have compiled a step-by-step chronological 
overview of the Halachos that pertain to RH (and specifically to RH during COVID), as 
well as a few Divrei-Torah to guide you through the סימנים on RH night. Many thanks to 
Phil Chernofsky who for decades has written this section and much of what is written 
below is based on what he has written and compiled in the past. May Hashem bless this 
upcoming year with health, happiness and success for ישראל  !and the entire world כלל 
Shana Tova!

Rosh Hashana Section

52Hilchot  
Rosh Hashana

57Candle Lighting and 
Greetings

58Kiddush for  
Rosh Hashana

60The Rosh Hashana 
'Seder'

62Insights into the Simanim 
Rav Elayada Goldvicht

64RCA Davening  
Guide

66Shofar During Corona 
Rabbi Daniel Mann

68Seder 
Tashlich

70Tzom  
Gedalia 
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Erev-RH and Both Nights of RH
התרת נדרים

There is a custom based on the גמרא נדרים 
נדרים to perform (כג:)  nullification – התרת 
of vows, on Erev-RH in order to enter the 
new year without violating the prohibition 
of transgressing vows 1. Any three men 
above Bar-Mitzvah are qualified to form a 
Beis-Din and nullify נדרים of others even if 
they are relatives with one another and to 
the one who is nullifying his vows.2 If you 
do not understand the Hebrew it is best to 
recite it in a language that you understand.3 
One can perform נדרים  over Zoom התרת 
as long as the three members of the Beis-
Din are sitting together and they see the 
person reciting the התרה (i.e. his camera is 
on).4 With regard to women, some say that 
if she is married her husband should be 
her messenger for התרת נדרים and add the 
words “and this is also for my wife”,5 while 
others say that it is best for women to rely 
on the התרת נדרים of כל נדרי on YK.6

MIKVAH

The Rama writes that there is a custom for 

1  See סק“ז תשובה  של“ה based on שערי 
(תחילת מס‘ יומא) 
שו“ע סימן יו“ד רכח-ג  2
חיי אדם (כלל קלח-ח)  3
4  Rav Schachter פסקי קרונה -#50 אות ה’
תשובות והנהגות (ח“א-שלח)  5
הליכות שלמה (פ“א-י)  6

men to go to the Mikvah on Erev-RH.7 Due 
to Corona and potential overcrowding in 
the Mikvah, if there is no safe place to go to 
the Mikvah one can take a shower instead.8 
The shower should be long enough for 16 
liters to be poured on one’s head.9

הדלקת נרות

Married women (as well as single men/
women at home)10 light candles for 
Shabbos and RH.11 (If the wife is in 
isolation her husband can light for her in 
her regular spot. Alternatively, she can 
light in her room if she is eating there). 
The ברכה recited on the 1st night is להדליק” 
 Some women also have the .נר של שבת ויו“ט“
custom to recite “שהחיינו” when lighting the 
candles while others do not and rely on the 
 during kiddush. One can follow ”שהחיינו“
their family custom.12 Ashkenazim first 
light the candle and then recite the ברכה, 
while Sephardim first recite the ברכה and 
then light the candles.13 Being that the first 
day of RH is on Shabbos one must light 
before שקיעה. On the second night of RH, 
candles are also lit but only after צאת הכוכבים 
and only from a preexisting lit candle. 

תקפא-ד  7
8  Rav Schachter פסקי קרונה -#50 אות ד’
מתחת יצחק (ח“ד-כא)  9
שו“ע או“ח סימן רסג-ב  10
11  Ibid. סעיף ה’
שמירת שבת כהלכתה (מד-ד) 12
שו“ע או“ח סימן רסג-ה  13
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Ideally, these candles should be prepared 
before YT. Before lighting the candles on 
the 2nd night, the woman should say ברוך” 
 Additionally, when 14.המבדיל בין קודש לקודש“
lighting the  candles, the woman should 
have in mind that the candles will be used 
as the הבדלה candle.15 The ברכה recited on 
the 2nd night is “להדליק נר של יו“ט” and both 
Ashkenazim and Sephardim recite the 
 before lighting the candles.16 As on the ברכה
first night, some women have the custom 
to recite a “שהחיינו”, but ideally, they should 
only recite the ברכה if they will be eating a 
new fruit that night or if they are wearing 
a new dress that night. When reciting the 
 they should have in mind that the ”שהחיינו“
 should incorporate RH and the new ברכה
fruit or the new dress.17 (If they have a new 
fruit, they should wait for kiddush before 
eating the fruit). After lighting the candles, 
one is not allowed to blow out the match.18 

 קבלת שבת - במה מדליקין -
כגוונא

There are various customs with regard to 
reciting קבלת שבת and “לכה דודי” on Shabbos 
that falls out on יו“ט. Most who daven נוסח 
ליום omit it and only say אשכנז שיר   ”מזמור 
ספרד while those who daven ,השבת“  נוסח 

משנ“ב סימן רצט סקל“ו  14
15  Rav Neventzal (תקיד-יא) ביצחק יקרא since 
Shabbos/YT candles today are lit יו“ט  לכבוד 
and you can only recite מאורי האש on candles 
that were lit for light.
משנה ברורה (סימן רסג סקכ“ז)  16
שמירת שבת כהלכתה (מז-מד)  17
שו“ע סימן תקיד-א  18

say “לדוד דודי“ and parts of ”מזמור   .19“לכה 
The recital of “במה מדליקין” is omitted,20 and 
there is a מחלוקת whether to recite “כגוונא” 
on RH that falls out on Shabbos.21 On the 
second night of RH “ותודיענו” is recited 
during the night Amida22 and if you forgot 
to recite it you do not repeat the Amidah.23

 ברכה מעין שבע

The congregation recites “ויכולו” out loud 
and standing after the Amidah.24 If you 
are davening in a newly formulated “pop-
up minyan” (i.e., not in shul) that does 
not meet regularly the ברכה of “מגן אבות” is 
omitted.25 If the minyan meets regularly 
(even if it is not in a shul and even if they 
only meet once a week on Shabbos) מגן” 
 ”מגן אבות“ is recited.26 When reciting אבות“
in shul or in a permanent minyan, המלך” 
הקדוש“is said instead of 27 הקודש“  If .”הא-ל 
the חזן forgets to say “המלך הקדוש” he should 
only go back if he has not yet finished the 
 he ברכה but if he has finished the ,ברכה
should not go back.28 

שערי תשובה סימן ער סק“ב  19
רמ“א סימן ער-ב  20
21  See (סס“ז (תרכה  למטה   and אלף 
מטה אפרים (תקפב-ב)
שו“ע תקצט  22
שש“כ (סב:י)  23
שו“ע סימן רסח-ז  24
25  Ibid סעיף ט and משנ“ב סכ“ד
ג)  26 ס“ט:  (ח“ד  משה   see also ;’אגרות 
  שש“כ (סה הע‘ נח(
שו“ע תקפב-ג  27
28  Ibid שם איגר  עקיבא  פח. and רבי  יו“ט   חזו“ע 
פסח רכג
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GREETING A FRIEND

When greeting a friend on RH night and 
up  until חצות on the 1st day of RH one 
should say “לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם” and to a 
woman one says “לשנה טובה תכתבי ותחתמי”. 
After that time, one should only say חג” 
 or “good Yom Tov”.29 Some have the שמח“
custom to say “ותחתם תכתב  טובה   on ”לשנה 
the second night as well.30 

KIDDUSH

The ברכה of “שהחיינו” is recited on both 
nights of RH. On the second night of RH, one 
should wear a new garment or place new 
fruits on the table before kiddush. When 
reciting the “שהחיינו” one should have in 
mind that it goes on both RH and the new 
fruit.31 This year, when the 2nd night is also 
Motzaei-Shabbos, הבדלה is recited during 
kiddush32 (see your מחזור). When reciting 
the “האש מאורי   it is best to place a ”בורא 
match together with the YT candles33 and 
after looking at your fingernails place 
the match down without extinguishing it34 
(allowing it to extinguish by itself). Some 
prefer not to add a match and recite the 
 on the YT candles35 (ideally ”בורא מאורי האש“
you should have in mind when lighting 
them that they will be used for הבדלה, as 

רמ“א סימן תקפב-ט ומשנ“ב שם  29
ט“ז (שם סק“ד)  30
הליכות שלמה (פ“א-כ)  31
ש “ע סימן תעג-א  32
משנ“ב סימן רחצ סק“ו  33
34  See (כ:ל ח“ה  (או“ח   that one may אגרו“מ 
even combine two wax candles together.
שש“כ (סב:יח)  35

mentioned above), but one should not 
recite the ברכה on a יארצייט candle.36 If you 
forgot to recite הבדלה during kiddush you 
should stop the meal, fill up a glass of wine, 
recite the “האש מאורי  בין and ”בורא   ”המבדיל 
 If you were planning to drink .קודש לקודש“
wine during the meal you do not need to 
repeat the “הגפן פרי   at the beginning ”בורא 
of הבדלה, but if you were not planning on 
drinking wine during the meal you should 
recite a “הגפן פרי   when beginning to ”בורא 
recite 37.הבדלה

סימנים

There is a custom based on the גמרא כריתות 
 to eat specific fruits and vegetables on (ו.)
RH as a good omen and prayer for the 
upcoming year38 (see below for a few divrei 
Torah about these customs). The סימנים are 
eaten after washing one’s hands, reciting 
העץ and eating bread.39 The ,המוציא  ברכת 
should be recited on a date (since it is from 
the המינים  and closest to the word שבעת 
 in the verse) and if one does not ”ארץ“
have a date then it should be recited on a 
pomegranate.40 If one does not have either, 
the ברכת העץ should be recited on the apple. 
One should say the “יהי רצון” that pertain to 
each fruit/vegetable with Hashem’s name 
(i.e., יהי רצון מלפניך אדנ-י א-לוהינו וא-לוהי אבותינו” 
העץ After reciting the 41.(וכו“  and the ברכת 
 on the first fruit/vegetable that ברכת האדמה

משנ“ב (סימן רחצ סק“ל)  36
שש“כ (סב:יט)  37
שו“ע סימן תקפג  38
הליכות שלמה פ“א סקכ“ד  39
הליכות שלמה (פ“א-יז)  40
משנ“ב סימן תקפג סק“ב  41
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you are eating, you should only recite the 
רצון“  after tasting and swallowing the ”יהי 
fruit/vegetable in order that there is no 
 and the eating.42 ברכה between the הפסק
When reciting the העץ/אדמה  you ברכת 
should have in mind that it cover all the 
other fruits and vegetables of the 43.סימנים 
Most have the custom to have סימנים on the 
second night of RH as well.44

RH Day
SHOFAR

This year, the 1st day of RH falls out on 
Shabbos when we do not blow שופר and 
one is forbidden from moving it at all.45

The Torah teaches us “לכם יהיה  תרועה   ”יום 
and the (:לג) השנה  ראש   derives that גמרא 
the “תרועה” needs to heard 3 times, with a 
 ,before and after it each time. Thus תקיעה
 you only need to hear 9 shofar מדאורייתא
blasts. However, the Gemara is uncertain 
as to the exact sound that the word “תרועה” 
is referring to. It is either referring to what 
we call a תרועה today, what we call a שברים 
today, or what we call a שברים תרועה today. 
Therefore, in order to make sure that we 
are fulfilling our biblical requirement we 
blow a שברים (with a תקיעה before and after 
it) three times, a תרועה (with a תקיעה before 
and after it) three times and a שברים תרועה 
(with a תקיעה before and after it) three 

42  Ibid סק“ד
הליכות שלמה (פ“א-יח)  43
שערי תשובה (תקפג-א)  44
שו“ע תקפח-ה and הליכות שלמה (פ“ב-כב)  45

times.46 All of these blasts together total 30 
sounds (including the sounds of the תקיעות 
before and after each 30  blasts ”תרועה“). 
are blown before the Mussaf Amidah and 
are called דמיושב  Another 30 are .תקיעות 
blown during the Amidah and are called 
דמעומד  some locations blow 30) תקיעות 
blasts only during הש“ץ  while some חזרת 
blow an additional 30 during the silent 
Amidah as well). There is a custom to blow 
another 40 (for those who did not blow 30 
during the silent Amidah) in order to blow 
a total of 100 blasts on RH.47 Congregations 
that are worried about excess exposure 
in shul during the pandemic (or if the 
next minyan is about to begin in the same 
location) do not need to blow the final 40 
blasts. These congregations should recite 
the “למנצח לבני קרח” (that is said before the 
Shofar blowing) once.48 (If possible, try to 
hear the additional blasts at some point 
during RH day.)

The congregation and the Shofar blower 
should remain standing during the recital 
of the ברכה and during the actual Shofar 
blasts.49 The בעל תוקע recites two blessings 
before blowing the Shofar: “לשמוע קול שופר” 
and “שהחיינו”. The בעל תוקע should have in 
mind to beמוציא    the congregation, and 
they should have in mind to be 50.יוצא The 
gabbay should announce that you are not 
allowed to speak until the end of the 51.תקיעות 
If you are walking or sitting at home and 

שו“ע סימן תק“צ (א-ב)  46
רמ“א סימן תקצו ומשנ“ב סק“ב  47
48  Rav Schachter פסקי קרונה -#50 אות א’
שו“ע סימן תקפה-א ומשנ“ב סק“א-ב  49
שו“ע תקפט ח-ט  50
תקצב-ג in הלכה as is the אגרו“מ או“ח ח“ב-לו  51
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hear the Shofar blasts from a shul nearby 
you fulfill your obligation if you had in 
mind to be יוצא because the בעל תוקע has in 
mind to be מוציא all that hear.52 Ideally, the 
outdoor minyanim should be spread out in 
a manner where one minyan will not hear 
the shofar blasts from another minyan. If 
you do hear a shofar blast from another 
minyan while your בעל תוקע is blowing you 
need to have in mind not be יוצא with the 
 from the other minyan or you will תקיעות
not be 53.יוצא 

If you are blowing the shofar for another 
and you already fulfilled your obligation, 
the person being יוצא should recite the 
.if he/she can ברכות  54Sephardi women 
do not recite the 55.ברכה You can blow 
for someone who is in isolation and in a 
different room as long as you are blowing 
close to the room.56 If you are blowing 
the shofar ביחידות you should make sure 
not to blow in the first three hours of the 
day.57 Ideally, one who is davening ביחידות 
should blow the shofar before davening 
Musaf 58 and Musaf should not be davened 

שו“ע תקפט-ט  52
 ביה“ל סימן תקצ ד“ה כמתעסק, ועיין שם בשו“ע  53
וכן בסימן תקפח ובמשנ“ב שם סק“ז-ח
רמ“א סימן תקפט-ו ומשנ“ב סימן תקפה סק“ה  54
שו“ע תקפט-ו  55
משנ“ב סימן תקפז סק“ז  56
משנ“ב סימן תקצא סקט“ו  57
רמ“א סימן תקצב-ב  58

within the first 3 hours (of זמניות  (שעות 
from sunrise,59 but no later than 7 hours60 
 Musaf can be davened after the 7th ,בדיעבד)
hour). One who is davening ביחידות should 
time his Amidah to begin at the same time 
as his congregation.61  

מנחה וסעודה שלישית

On the 1st day of RH this year Sephardim 
recite “צדק  during Mincha and ”צדקתך 
Ashkenazim do not.62 One is obligated 
to eat שלישית  on the first day of RH סעודה 
this year (just like on every Shabbos). The 
שלישית  should ideally be eaten after סעודה 
davening Mincha and before the time of 
 but may not be eaten before) 63 מנחה קטנה
the time of Mincha Gedolah64). If one did 
not have time to eat before קטנה /he מנחה 
she should still eat שלשית  but only סעודה 
a little bit of bread in order to leave an 
appetite for the Yom Tov meal at night.65 
Sephardim have the custom to deliberately 
eat סעודה שלישית after the time of מנחה קטנה 
even when Shabbos is erev-YT, but are 
careful not to eat a lot.66 

שו“ע סימן תקצב-ח  59
משנ“ב סימן תקצה-סק“ג  60
משנ“ב סימן תקצא-סקי“ד  61
שו“ע ורמ“א סימן תקצח  62
רמ“א סימן תקכט-א  63
שו“ע סימן רצא-ב  64
רמ“א סימן תקכט-א  65
כף החיים תקכט-טז ע“פ הזוהר  66

Special thanks to Mr. Phil Chernofsky 
for material regarding RH that appears in the edition that was shared  

throughout the years in Torah Tidbits.
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Greetings exchanged on the first night of RH, after Maariv

to one male:

לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
to one female:

לשנה טובה תכתבי ותחתמי לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
to males or mixed group (and commonly used for female plural too):

לשנה טובה תכתבו ותחתמו לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
"traditional" (but possibly obsolete?) for females (plural)

לשנה טובה תכתבנה ותחתמנה לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
From the first morning of Rosh HaShana through Yom Kippur,

the traditional greeting is day

 גמר חתימה טובה

Candle Lighting for RH הדלקת נרות לראש השנה
ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' ֱאֹלקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו 

ְלַהְדִליק ֵנר ֶׁשל ]ַׁשָּבת ושל[ יום טוב.

יָענּו ַלְזַמן  ָמנּו ְוִהִגּ ֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיּ ה ה' ֱאֹלֵקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשׁ רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ
ה ַהֶזּ

ַני ְוֵאת ָאִבי ְוֵאת  ֲעִלי )ְוֵאת ָבּ חֹוֵנן אֹוִתי ְוֵאת ַבּ ְתּ ָפֶניָך ה' ֱאֹלקי ֵואֹלקי ֲאבֹוַתי, ֶשׁ ְיִהי ָרצֹון ִמְלּ
רֹון טֹוָבה  ִזָכּ ֵרנּו ְבּ ים, ְוִתְזְכּ ים טֹוִבים ַוֲאֻרִכּ ן ָלנּו ּוְלָכל ִיְשָׂרֵאל ַחִיּ ל ְקרֹוַבי, ְוִתֵתּ י( ְוֵאת ָכּ ִאִמּ
ִנים  ָבּ ל  ְלַגֵדּ נּו  ְוַזֵכּ תֹוֵכנּו,  ְבּ ִכיָנֶתָך  ְשׁ ין  ִכּ ְוַתְשׁ ְוַרֲחִמים,  ְיׁשּוָעה  ת  ְפֻקַדּ ִבּ ְוִתְפְקֵדנּו  ּוְבָרָכה, 
ֵבִקים,  ה' ְדּ י ֱאֶמת ֶזַרע קֶֹדׁש, ַבּ ִנים ֲחָכִמים ּוְנבֹוִנים, אֹוֲהֵבי ה', ִיְרֵאי ֱאֹלקים, ַאְנֵשׁ ּוְבִני ָבּ
ַמע  א ְשׁ ּתֹוָרה ּוְבַמֲעִשׂים טֹוִבים, ּוְבָכל ְמֶלאֶכת ֲעבֹוַדת ַהּבֹוֵרא. ָאָנּ ּוְמִאיִרים ֵאת ָהעֹוָלם ַבּ
ה ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד  א ִיְכֶבּ לֹּ ְזכּות ָשָׂרה ְוִרְבָקה ְוָרֵחל ְוֵלָאה ִאּמֹוֵתינּו, ְוָהֵאר ֵנֵרנּו ֶשׁ ִחָנִתי, ִבּ ֵאת ְתּ

ָעה, ָאֵמן. ֵשׁ ֶניָך ְוִנָוּ ְוָהֵאר ָפּ
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Kiddush for leil Rosh Hashana
 קידוש לליל ראש השנה

ַמִים ְוָהָאֶרץ ְוָכל־ְצָבָאם. ַוְיַכל אלקים ַּבּיֹום ַהְּׁשִביִעי  לשבת - ַוְיִהי ֶעֶרב ַוְיִהי בֶֹקר יֹום ַהִּׁשִּׁשי. ַוְיֻכּלּו ַהָׁשּ
 ְמַלאְכּתֹו ֲאֶׁשר ָעָׂשה ַוִּיְׁשּבֹת ַּבּיֹום ַהְּׁשִביִעי ִמָּכל ְמַלאְכּתֹו ֲאֶׁשר ָעָׂשה. ַוְיָבֵרְך אלקים ֶאת יֹום ַהְּׁשִביִעי

ַוְיַקֵּדׁש אֹותֹו ִּכי בֹו ָׁשַבת ִמָּכל ְמַלאְכּתֹו ֲאֶׁשר ָּבָרא אלקים ַלֲעׂשֹות.

ֶפן. ַסְבִרי ָמָרָנן ְוַרָּבָנן ְוַרּבֹוַתי. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה', ֱאֹלקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ּבֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ַהָגּ

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' אלקינו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶׁשר ָּבַחר ָּבנּו ִמָּכל ָעם ְורֹוְמָמנּו ִמָּכל ָלׁשֹון ְוִקְּדָׁשנּו 
ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו, ַוִּתֶּתן ָלנּו ה' ֱאֹלקינּו ְּבַאֲהָבה ֶאת יֹום )לשבת: ַהַּׁשָּבת ַהֶּזה ְוֶאת יֹום( ַהִּזָּכרֹון 
ַהֶּזה, יֹום )לשבת: ִזְכרֹון( ְּתרּוָעה )לשבת: ְּבַאֲהָבה( ִמְקָרא קֶֹדׁש ֵזֶכר ִליִציַאת ִמְצָרִים, ִּכי 
ָבנּו ָבַחְרָּת ְואֹוָתנּו ִקַּדְׁשָּת ִמָּכל ָהַעִּמים, ּוְדָבְרָך ֱאֶמת ְוַקָּים ָלַעד. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה', ֶמֶלְך ַעל ָּכל 

ָהָאֶרץ ְמַקֵּדׁש )לשבת: ַהַּׁשָּבת ְו( ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְויֹום ַהִּזָּכרֹון:

On Motzei Shabbat (Second Night of RH) two candles with flames 
touching each other are held up.

 ברוך אתה ה', אלקינו מלך העולם בורא מאורי האש.   

בין  לחושך,  אור  בין  לחול,  קודש  בין  המבדיל  העולם,  מלך  אלקינו  ה',  אתה  ברוך 
ישראל לעמים, בין יום השביעי לששת ימי המעשה. בין קדושת שבת לקדושת יום 
טוב הבדלת, ואת יום השביעי מששת ימי המעשה קדשת, הבדלת וקדשת את עמך 

ישראל בקדושתך. ברוך אתה ה' המבדיל בין קודש לקודש.  .

Both nights:
ַמן ַהֶזה יָענּו ַלְזּ ָמנּו ְוִהִגּ ֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיּ ה ה' ֱאֹלקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֶשׁ רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ
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Kiddush for Rosh Hashana Day
קידוש ליום ראש השנה

לשבת - ִאם ָּתִׁשיב ִמַּׁשָּבת ַרְגֶלָך ֲעשות ֲחָפֶצָך ְּביום ָקְדִׁשי. ְוָקָראָת ַלַּׁשָּבת עֶנג ִלְקדוׁש ה' ְמֻכָּבד. ְוִכַּבְדּתו 
ֵמֲעשות ְּדָרֶכיָך ִמְּמצוא ֶחְפְצָך ְוַדֵּבר ָּדָבר: ָאז ִּתְתַעַּנג ַעל ה' ְוִהְרַּכְבִּתיָך ַעל ָּבֳמֵתי ָאֶרץ. ְוַהֲאַכְלִּתיָך ַנֲחַלת 

ַיֲעקב ָאִביָך. ִּכי ִּפי ה' ִּדֵּבר:

ְוָׁשְמרּו ְבֵני ִישָרֵאל ֶאת ַהַּׁשָּבת. ַלֲעשות ֶאת ַהַּׁשָּבת ְלדרָתם ְּבִרית עוָלם: ֵּביִני ּוֵבין ְּבֵני ִישָרֵאל אות ִהיא 
ְלעוָלם ִּכי ֵׁשֶׁשת ָיִמים ָעשה ה' ֶאת ַהָּׁשַמִים ְוֶאת ָהָאֶרץ. ּוַבּיום ַהְּׁשִביִעי ָׁשַבת ַוִּיָּנַפׁש:

ָזכור ֶאת יום ַהַּׁשָּבת ְלַקְּדׁשו. ֵׁשֶׁשת ָיִמים ַּתֲעבוד ְוָעשיָת ָּכל ְמַלאְכֶּתָך: ְויום ַהְּׁשִביִעי ַׁשָּבת לה' ֱאלקיָך לא 
ַתֲעשה ָכל ְמָלאָכה ַאָּתה ּוִבְנָך ּוִבֶּתָך ַעְבְּדָך ַוֲאָמְתָך ּוְבֶהְמֶּתָך ְוֵגְרָך ֲאֶׁשר ִּבְׁשָעֶריָך: ִּכי ֵׁשֶׁשת ָיִמים ָעשה ה' ֶאת 

ַהָּׁשַמִים ְוֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ֶאת ַהָּים ְוֶאת ָּכל ֲאֶׁשר ָּבם ַוָּיַנח ַּבּיום ַהְּׁשִביִעי:

ַעל ֵּכן ֵּבַרְך ה' ֶאת יום ַהַּׁשָּבת ַוְיַקְּדֵׁשהּו:

)ֵאֶּלה מוֲעֵדי ה' ִמְקָרֵאי קֶדׁש ֲאֶׁשר ִּתְקְראּו אָתם ְּבמוֲעָדם: ַוְיַדֵּבר מֶׁשה ֶאת מוֲעֵדי ה' ֶאל 
ְּבֵני ִישָרֵאל:(

ִּתְקעּו ַבחֶדׁש ׁשוָפר ַּבֶּכֶסה ְליום ַחֵּגנּו ִּכי חק ְלִישָרֵאל הּוא ִמְׁשָּפט ֵלאלֵקי ַיֲעקב:

ַסְבִרי ָמָרָנן ְוַרָּבָנן ְוַרּבוַתי:

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' ֱאלקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם ּבוֵרא ְּפִרי ַהָּגֶפן:
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The Rosh HaShana 'Seder' סדר ראש השנה
Customs for the night of Rosh HaShana vary from community to community and from 
family to family. This page is provided as a set of suggestions for those who do not have a 
fixed custom in their home. Nothing mentioned here is the final word on anything. If you 
are in doubt about anything, check with your Rav.

After KIDDUSH, wash for HaMotzi and eat from the LECHEM MISHNEH. Some use honey 
on the challa rather than salt. Some use salt for the HaMotzi and then take another piece 
of challa with honey. After challa with honey, say:

יהי רצון מלפניך ה אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שתתחדש עלינו שנה טובה 
ומתוקה

It is appropriate to respond to Y’HI RATZON statements of others with AMEIN, as they are 
bracha-like.

Since the fruits and vegetables to be eaten as part of the SEDER LEIL ROSH HASHANA are 
not “normal” components of a meal, they are not covered by the HaMotzi, and need their 
own brachot, which should be said in accordance with the "rules of brachot" - as follows...

Among the fruits of trees, one should say the bracha on the fruit with the highest priority: 
[1] Olive, [2] Date, [3] Grape, [4] Fig, [5] Pomegranate, [6] your favorite among fruits not 
of SHIV’AT HAMINIM, [7] a whole fruit, rather than a piece, [8] larger piece. This list does 
not imply that all these fruits [1]-[5] are part of your Leil Rosh HaShana Minhag; the full 
list of priorities is provided to cover any situation.

ברוך אתה ה אלוקינו מלך העולם, בורא פרי העץ.
Among vegetables, make the bracha on what you like best. Between HaEitz and HaAdama, 
HaEitz will usually be said first, unless you have a HaAdama that you like better than any 
of the fruits, in which case, HaAdama will precede HaEitz (even over 7-Minim).

ברוך אתה ה אלוקינו מלך העולם, בורא פרי האדמה.
If one or more fruits require a epigdy, they will be covered by the epigdy of Kiddush, if 
they are on the table at the time. Otherwise, one additional epigdy should be said (even if 
there are more than one fruit that “need” it). 

When all brachot are taken care of, many eat a slice of (sweet) apple dipped in honey. The 
Y’HI RATZON above can be repeated for the Apple & Honey.

From this point on, whichever of the items on the next page that you have - to eat
(or even to just be on the table), say the appropriate Y’HI RATZON.
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For RUBIYA (black-eyed peas):
יהי רצון מלפניך ה אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שירבו זכויותינו

For KARTI (leek):
שייכרתו  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 

שונאינו

For SILKA (beets or mangold):
שיסתלקו  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 

אויבינו

For DATES:
יהי רצון מלפניך ה אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שייתמו שונאינו

For KARA (type of squash, pale green):
some say this for carrots - play on words גזר

גזר  שיקרע  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 
דיננו, ויקראו לפניך זכויותינו

For POMEGRANATE:
שנרבה  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 

זכויותינו כרימון

If one eats FISH on Leil Rosh HaShana, say the following:
יהי רצון מלפניך ה אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שנפרה ונרבה 
כדגים ושלא תהא עין הרע שולטת בנו כדגים הללו שאין עין 

הרע שולטת בהם

Some place the HEAD of a ram or fish on the table and say:
יהי רצון מלפניך ה אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שנהיה לראש 

ולא לזנב

If one eats the meat of a sheep (preferably a ram), he says:
יהי רצון שתזכר לנו אילו של יצחק
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Founder, Semichat Chaver Program

RABBI ELYADA
GOLDVICHT

Insights Into 
The Simanim

The custom of eating specific 
fruits and vegetables as a 
good  omen on the nights 

of RH dates back to אביי in the  
 and the Shulchan Aruch )גמרא כריתות ו'(
passkins in accordance in סימן תקפג. The  
 adds that beyond the שער ציון )תקכ"ט יג(
actual סימנים, one should have a lavish 
meal (in accordance with his economic 
ability) on the first night of RH as a good 
sign for the upcoming year. Why do we 
do all of this? These customs seem to be 
a bit superstitious. How will dipping an 
apple in honey grant us a sweet year? 
How will having a lavish meal grant us a  
good year?

The (מהר”ל באר הגולה ב:ז( explains that in no 
way are the סימנים meant to be superstitious. 
On the contrary they are teaching us a very 
important lesson about the new year: if you 
want to make a change in your life, it is not 
enough to talk about it, you need to also act 
upon it.  We plan and ask Hashem that this 
year should be a sweet year, but it’s not 
enough to just ask. We must immediately 
implement our intention on some level 
in order for it to come to fruition. This is 

why we dip a sweet apple in honey to show 
that we are already taking the first steps to 
make this year a sweet one. Similarly, we 
want this year to be a good and pleasant 
one, but it’s not enough to talk about it. We 
immediately solidify our goals by having a 
lavish meal. The point of the סימנים are to 
remind us that if you want this year to be 
better than last, it will not happen by itself. 
You need to ask Hashem for הצלחה and 
take the steps needed for making a change.  

Date

The first fruit we take for the סימנים is the 
date as it is one of the שבעת המינים. A date 
is called a תמר in Hebrew and when said 
slowly sounds as if you are saying תם מר – 
an end to bitterness. We kick off the סימנים 
with a date asking Hashem to put an end to 
our bitterness, eliminate our enemies and 
letting this year be sweet. 

Many use this opportunity to explain to 
their family/friends the halachic reason for 
starting the סימנים with a date. This is based 
on the )מא( ברכות   that teaches that if גמרא 
two fruits from the שבעת המינים are placed 
in front of you, you recite the “בורא פרי העץ” 
on the fruit that is listed in the verse closest 
to the word “ארץ”. It comes out that the 
order of the brachos are as follows: olive, 
date, grape, fig, pomegranate. 

I heard an incredible idea from מורי  אבי 
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who explained that there is a deeper 
meaning to this order and this deeper 
meaning must be reminded every RH. The 
pits of these fruits progress and improve 
in their listed order. Let’s explain. The first 
fruit is the olive which has a very bitter 
pit and most people spit it out as soon 
as they are finished eating the olive. The 
second fruit is the date with a very sweet 
pit and most people leave in their mouth 
swirling it with their tongue well after they 
are finished eating the date. The next fruit 
is the grape where some grapes have a 
pit and some do not. Some people eat the 
pit and some do not. The next fruit is the 
fig where you do not have an option and 
must eat the small pits/seeds. Finally, there 
is the pomegranate where all you eat are 
the pits/seeds. This process of the pit in the 
 going from the inedible bitter ,שבעת המינים
pit of the olive to the juicy and flavorful 
seed of the pomegranate is teaching us that 
what was once bitter can become sweet. At 
the beginning of the new year we remind 
ourselves about these הלכות to teach us 
this deep lesson that we should never 
give up on life. If last year was difficult, 
this year can easily become sweet and 
amazing. What was once bitter will bez”H  
turn sweet. 

Apple in honey

We dip the apple in the honey (do not 
make a ברכה “loud and clear” because you 
made it on the date) and we say “שתחדש 
ומתוקה טובה  שנה   Many ask why do .”עלינו 
we need to add the word “מתוקה” after we 
asked for a good year? The answer is given 
that whatever Hashem decides is for the 
best and is inherently good. Sometimes we 

do not understand the works of Hashem, 
but they are always for our good. We ask 
Hashem may this year not only be a “good” 
year, but let it also be a “sweet” year where 
we can taste and recognize the goodness. 

Why do we specifically dip an apple 
in honey? Why not another fruit? The 
answer is because kabbilistcally an 
apple signifies Hashem and masculinity, 
while the honey represents ישראל  עם 
and femininity. The apple represents 
Hashem in the masculine form as it says  
 and ,”כתפוח בעצי היער כן דודי בן הבנים“)שה”ש ב:ז(
honey represents כלל ישראל as the מדרש )דב”ר 

 is compared to a עם ישראל teaches that א:ו(
bee that produces honey. Additionally, the 
word “דבש” has the same numerical value 
as “אשה” (and that’s why you call your wife 
“honey”). ישראל  s relationship with’כלל 
Hashem is one of a husband and wife as 
it says many times in the נביא and as is 
alluded in the ראשי תיבות of Elul – “אאני ללדודי 

 Therefore, we specifically dip the .”וודודי ללי
apple in the honey and then ask for a sweet 
year to remind us that a truly sweet year 
will be only achieved if we (symbolized by 
the honey), bring Hashem (symbolized by 
the apple), into our lives. 

For rent - short term
Newly renovated apartment – 

City Center Jerusalem – Rechavia Ground 
floor with a few steps – easily accessible. 

Near Great-Synagogue
2 bedrooms, 1 en-suite – and a separate family 

bathroom. Strictly kosher kitchen
Large living area. Photos available upon 

request via email: ams@avracon.ch
For further details please contact:

+41 79 404 7982
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Shacharit and Musaf for Rosh Hashanah for those Davening Alone 
Prepared by the Rabbinical Council of America based on the rulings of Rav Hershel Schachter and  

Rav Modechai Willig. 

Regular Font, Bold (required tefillot) 
Italic (discretionary) 
*Kaddish, Barkhu and Kedushah are not recited without a minyan 
 

 Koren Artscroll Birnbaum 

Preliminaries    

Shir shel Yom/Le-David    
-Shabbat 259/261 178/178 99/417 
-Sunday 255/261 170/178 91/417 

    
Adon Olam/Yigdal 262-264 180 53/55 
Birkot ha-Shachar 267-26 184-188 59-63 
Akeidah/Korbanot 271-293 188-216 63-87 
Rabbi Ishmael 293 214-216 83-87 
    

Pesukei de-Zimra    

Mizmor Shir Hanukkat ha-Bayit 297 220 133 
Pesukei de-Zimra 301-345 222-260 135-167 
Ha-Melekhh 347 262 169 
Shokhen Ad-Yishtabah 347-349 262-264 169 
Shir ha-Ma’alot 349 264 171 
    

Shaharit 
*Some may skip the piyyitum in Birkot 
Keriyat Shema 

   

Barukh attah Hashem… 352   
Or Olam, Melekh 997/1031 266, 268-276 171, 173-183 
-Shabbat: (Ha-Kol Yodukha) 357-361 278-282 185-187 
-Sunday: (Ha-Me’ir la’Aretz) 355-357 278-282 183-185 
Titbarakh Tzureinu - melo kol ha’aretz… 363 284 187-189 
Kevodo Ihel  286 189-191 
Ve-ha-Hayyot / Ve-ha-Ofanim – Ga’al 
Yisrael 

365-379 288-296 191-201 

Amida (Quiet) 381-395 296-304 201-209 
    

No Hazarat ha-Shatz 
*While an individual praying alone has no 
obligation to recite any of the piyyutim from 
Hazarat ha-Shat”z.  One may, however, recite 
them if desired. 
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Hashem melekh 431-433 435 225-227 
 Koren Artscroll Birnbaum 
Le-Kel Orekh Din1 435 330 261 
Avinu Malkeinu (not on Shabbat) 719-723 384-388 271-275 
    

Keriyat ha-Torah    

*Although not required, it is good to review 
the Torah and Haftarah readings. 

   

Torah and Haftarah Readings    
- Shabbat 467-483 402-426 287-299 

- Sunday 737-749 402-426 299-309 

    

Tekiyat Shofar (not on Shabbat)    

La-menatzei’ah  757 432 315 
Min ha-meitzar 759 434 315 
Birkot ha-Shofar 761 436 317 
30 Blasts of the Shofar 761-763 436-438 317 
Ashrei 763-765 438-440 319-321 
    

Musaf    

Amidah 515-549 / 771-803  327-347 
    

No Hazarat ha-Shatz 
*While an individual praying alone has no obligation 
to recite any of the piyyutim from Hazarat ha-Shat”z.  
One may, however, recite them if desired. 

   

    
Va-yehi be-Yeshurun melekh 561-565 476-480 355-357 
U-netaneh Tokef 565-575 480-484 361-363 
Ha-Ohez be-yad midat ha-rahamim 581-585 490-492 367-371 
Ve-ye-e-tayu 587-589 494-496 373 
Hayom te-amtzeinu (without the 
concluding berakhah) 

637 532-534 405-407 

    

Day 2    

La-Kel Orekh Din 807 538 261 
U-netaneh Tokef 809-817 538-542 361-363 
Ha’ohez be-yad (see FN 8) 821-825 546 367-371 
Ha-yom (see FN 9) 871-873 582 405-407 
Ein Ke-Elokeinu / Pittum ha-ketoret 877-879 586-588 409-413 
Aleinu 883-885 590-592 415 

 
1 On the second day of Rosh Hashanah Le-Kel Orekh Din is recited during Musaf. 
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100 Blasts 
for the 
Homebound? 
Question: Because I am in the “at-risk” 
population, I will not go to shul for Rosh 
Hashana. I know how to blow shofar. 
Should I blow for myself 30 kolot, as is 
usually done for those who cannot make it 
to shul, or is it better to do 100? If the latter, 
should I do 31-60 during Mussaf and the 
rest later, or all later?  

Answer: [We invite people to look at our 
website for our recommendation, based 
on professionals, for blowing shofar in 
shul. Presently we urge: only 30 kolot done 
outdoors (100 kolot for an outdoor minyan), 
with a mask held down by a rubber band 
to the opening of the shofar. This may 
be changed based on updated scientific 
findings.]  

The basic mitzva of shofar blowing is 
independent of tefilla and minyan and is 
fulfilled with 30 kolot (Shulchan Aruch, 
Orach Chayim 590:1-2). Chazal added 
another element, with additional kolot, 
and connected it to Mussaf of Rosh 
Hashana, i.e., malchuyot, zichronot, and 
shofarot (Rosh Hashana 34b). 

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

The gemara continues that the Mussaf 
blowing was instituted for the tzibbur, 
not the individual, as rule the Shulchan 
Aruch and Rama (OC 592:2). There are 
different opinions as to whether an 
individual at home may blow within his 
silent tefilla if he desires, or whether that is 
too sensitive a juncture (see S’dei Chemed 
vol. IX, pp. 92-95). One might want to 
connect this to the divergent minhagim 
(see Yechaveh Da’at VI:37) over whether 
in shul, 30 kolot are also blown during 
the silent Mussaf in addition to the 30 
during chazarat hashatz. However, some 
reason that the silent tefilla of everyone 
in shul is considered a public tefilla, which 
is what justifies the shofar blowing then  
(see ibid.). 

Is there a point of doing more than 30 
at a different time? The Chazon Ish (OC 
137:4) suggests two possible ways to view 
the tekiot during tefilla – it is a mitzva of 
shofar, enhanced by the tefilla; the shofar 
is a means to enhance the public tefilla. 
He suggests that the sign of which side 
is correct is whether it is permitted to 
talk between the beracha and the later 
tekiot – if it is forbidden, it is a sign that 
the Rabbinic requirement is related to 
the mitzva of shofar, rather than to that of 
tefilla. However, he argues that even if it is 
a mitzva of shofar, this element was only 
instituted in connection to a public tefilla 
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

and does not apply to those who did not 
take part in it.

As you alluded to, the clear minhag is that 
those who are excused from being in shul 
due to illness or taking care of children 
hear only 30 kolot. One can argue we do 
not want to impose on the one doing the 
chesed of blowing to do 100 each time (a 
daunting task, especially considering how 
small the pool of candidates is) or expect 
too much of the sick and elderly, or factor 
in the exemption from shofar regarding 
women. If you are happy blowing more, 
after davening, perhaps there is only 
possible gain? 

Note that the “more is not the merrier” 
regarding tekiat shofar. The Rama (OC 
596:2) says that one must not blow after 
fulfilling the mitzva for no good reason. 
In Living the Halachic Process (V, D-1) 
we discussed the two main objections: 
it is under the prohibition of musical 
instruments on Shabbat/Yom Tov; it may 
be problematic adding on to a mitzva (bal 
tosif). Is there enough reason here to blow 
more? 

Piskei Teshuvot (592:3) claims that the 
desire to have 100 kolot, an old minhag 
(found in the Aruch, Tosafot (Rosh 
Hashana 33b), and championed by 
Kabbalists (see Shelah, quoted by Mishna 
Berura 596:2) justifies it. However, he 

does not cite sources regarding our case. 
It is likely that 100 kolot were instituted 
for the tzibbur, who are anyway obligated 
in 60-90 kolot. Therefore, we would not 
recommend for you to blow any more 
than an extra set of tashrats to fulfill the 
main doubt left after 30 kolot (one or two 
breaths – see Shulchan Aruch, OC 590:4). 
If it is important for you to do more, we 
are not saying it is forbidden. This year, in 
many communities, with extra (outdoor) 
minyanim, people will be able to hear 100 
kolot from their balconies or on the street, 
at a safe distance from others. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

Shoshana Dekel, M.S.W. - 
Individual & Couple/Family therapy

Clinical Social Worker 
& Certified Couple/Family Therapist

20 years experience
Languages: English & Hebrew 

as mother tongue
Private clinic in Rechovot

Online therapy optional upon request
Tel: 0549263636 

E-mail: shoshpashosh@gmail.com
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Tashlich תשליך
After Mincha, there is a custom of תשליך, where one goes to the river and recites 
verses pertaining to תשובה from )1.ספר מיכה )ז:יט There are various reasons for this 
custom including the fact that the מדרש teaches that the שטן tried drowning אברהם 
in a river on the way to the עקידה and we want to remind ourselves of אברהם אבינו’s 
determination and devotion2 (and learn from it). When the 1st day of RH falls out 
on Shabbos some have the custom to recite תשליך on the second day3, while some 
still say it on the first day (as long as there is an עירוב)4. If there is no river nearby, 
you can recite it on water in a well5 or even on a cup of water6. 

Due to Shabbat, Tashlich is said on the second day of Rosh Hashana this year: 

ִמי קל ָּכמֹוָך נֹושא ָעֹון ְועֹוֵבר ַעל ֶּפַׁשע ִלְׁשֵאִרית ַנֲחָלתֹו לֹא ֶהֱחִזיק ָלַעד ַאּפֹו ִּכי ָחֵפץ 
ֶחֶסד הּוא: ָיׁשּוב ְיַרֲחֵמנּו ִיְכּבֹוׁש ֲעֹונֹוֵתינּו ְוַתְׁשִליְך ִּבְמֻצלֹות ָים ָּכל ַחּטֹאָתם: ִּתֵּתן 

ֱאֶמת ְלַיֲעקֹב ֶחֶסד ְלַאְבָרָהם ֲאֶׁשר ִנְׁשַּבְעָּת ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ִמיֵמי ֶקֶדם:

ִמן ַהֵּמַצר ָקָראִתי קּה ָעָנִני ַבֶּמְרַחב קה ה' ִלי לֹא ִאיָרא ַמה ַּיֲעשה ִלי ָאָדם ה' ִלי 
ְּבעֹוְזָרי ַוֲאִני ֶאְרֶאה ְבשְנָאי טֹוב ַלֲחסֹות ַּבה' ִמְּבטַֹח ָּבָאָדם טֹוב ַלֲחסֹות ַּבה' ִמְּבטַֹח 

ִּבְנִדיִבים:

ַזְּמרּו- ׂ֗שֹור  ָע֝ ֶבל  ְּבֵנ֥ ְּבִכּ֑נֹור  ַלה'  הֹו֣דּו  ה:  ְתִהָּלֽ ה  ָנאָו֥ ים  ְיָׁשִר֗ ַל֝ ה'  ַּבֽ ִּדיִקים  ַצ֭ ַרְּנ֣נּו 
הּו  ֲעֵׂש֗ ה ְוָכל-ַמ֝ ר ְּדַבר-ְיהָו֑ י-ָיָׁש֥ ִּכֽ ה:  ן ִּבְתרּוָעֽ ֵּג֗ ַנ֝ יבּו  ׁש ֵהיִט֥ יר ָחָד֑ ירּו-֖לֹו ִׁש֣ ֽלֹו: ִׁשֽ
ִים ַנֲעׂ֑שּו ּוְב֥רּוַח  ר ה' ָׁשַמ֣ ֶרץ: ִּבְדַב֣ ה ָהָאֽ ֶסד ה' ָמְלָא֥ ט ֶח֥ ה ּוִמְׁשָּפ֑ ֵהב ְצָדָק֣ ה: אֹ֭ ֶּבֱאמּוָנֽ
ֶרץ  ה' ָּכל-ָהָא֑ יְר֣אּו ֵמ֭ ן ְּבאָֹצ֣רֹות ְּתהֹוֽמֹות: ִיֽ ם נֵֹת֖ י ַהָּי֑ ֵּנד ֵמ֣ ס ַּכ֭ ם: ּכֵֹנ֣ יו ָּכל-ְצָבָאֽ ֗ ִּפ֝
יר ֲעַצת- ד: ה' ֵהִפ֥ ַּֽיֲעמֹֽ ה ַוֽ ָּו֗ ִהי ֽהּוא-ִצ֝ ר ַוֶּי֑ י ֣הּוא ָאַמ֣ ל: ִּכ֤ י ֵתֵבֽ ֗גּורּו ָּכל-יְֹׁשֵב֥ ּנּו ָי֝ ִמֶּמ֥

י  ר: ַאְׁשֵר֣ ר ָודֹֽ ּ֗בֹו ְלדֹ֣ ד ַמְחְׁש֥בֹות ִל֝ ם ַּתֲעמֹ֑ ת ה' ְלעֹוָל֣ ים: ֲעַצ֣ יא ַמְחְׁש֥בֹות ַעִּמֽ ִנ֗ ם ֵה֝ ּגֹוִי֑
י  ת-ָּכל-ְּבֵנ֥ ה ֶאֽ ָא֗ יט ה' ָר֝ ָּׁשַמִים ִהִּב֣ ה ֽלֹו: ִמ֭ ר ְלַנֲחָל֣ ם | ָּבַח֖ ּגֹוי ֲאֶׁשר-ה' ֱאֹל֑קיו ָהָע֓ ַה֭
ין ֶאל- ֵּמִב֗ ם ַה֝ ַחד ִלָּב֑ ר ַי֣ ֶרץ: ַהּיֵֹצ֣ י ָהָאֽ ל ָּכל-יְֹׁשֵב֣ יַח ֶא֖ ְּמכֹון-ִׁשְבּ֥תֹו ִהְׁשִּג֑ ם: ִמֽ ָהָאָדֽ

ּסּוס  ֶקר ַה֭ ַח: ֶׁש֣ ל ְּבָרב-ּכֹֽ א-ִיָּנֵצ֥ ּ֗בֹור לֹֽ ִיל ִּג֝ ע ְּבָרב-ָח֑ ֶּמֶלְך נֹוָׁש֣ ין-ַה֭ ם: ֵאֽ ָּכל-ַמֲעֵׂשיֶהֽ

רמ”א תקפג-ב  1

משנ”ב תקפג סק”ח  2

3  ibid
שערי תשובה סימן תקפג-ו  4

כף החיים סימן תקפג סק”ל  5

הליכות שלמה )פ”א ארחות הלכה הע‘ 71(  6
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יל  ים ְלַחְסּֽדֹו: ְלַהִּצ֣ ְמַיֲחִל֥ יו ַלֽ ין ה' ֶאל-ְיֵרָא֑ ה ֵע֣ ט: ִהֵּנ֤ א ְיַמֵּלֽ י֗לֹו לֹ֣ ב ֵח֝ ה ּוְברֹ֥ ִלְתׁשּוָע֑
ח  נּו ֽהּוא: ִּכי-֭בֹו ִיְׂשַמ֣ נּו ּוָמִגֵּנ֣ ה' ֶעְזֵר֖ ה ַלֽ ְפֵׁשנּו ִחְּכָת֣ ב: ַנ֭ ם ָּבָרָעֽ ם ּ֝וְלַחּיֹוָת֗ ֶות ַנְפָׁש֑ ִמָּמ֣

ְך: ְלנּו ָלֽ ר ִיַח֥ ֲאֶׁש֗ ינּו ַּכ֝ י-ַחְסְּדָ֣ך ה' ָעֵל֑ ְחנּו: ְיִהֽ ם ָקְדׁ֣שֹו ָבָטֽ י ְבֵׁש֖ נּו ִּכ֤ ִלֵּב֑

לֹא ָיֵרעּו ְולֹא ַיְׁשִחיתּו ְּבָכל ַהר ָקְדִׁשי, ִּכי ָמְלָאה ָהָאֶרץ ֵּדָעה ֶאת ה' ַּכַּמִים ַלָּים 
ְמַכִּסים:

ּה ְוַעל- ים ְיָסָד֑ ּה: ִּכי-֖הּוא ַעל-ַיִּמ֣ ְׁשֵבי ָבֽ ל ְויֹ֣ ֵב֗ ּה ֵּת֝ ֶרץ ּוְמלֹוָא֑ ה' ָהָא֣ ֽ ְז֥מֹור ַל֭ ד ִמ֫ ְלָדִו֗
ב  ָב֥ ִים ּֽוַבר-ֵל֫ י ַכַּפ֗ קּום ִּבְמ֥קֹום ָקְדֽׁשֹו: ְנִק֥ ה ְבַהר-ה' ּוִמי-ָי֝ י-ַיֲעֶל֥ ָה: ִמֽ ָה֗רֹות ְיכֹוְנֶנֽ ְנ֝
ת ה'  ָרָכה ֵמֵא֣ א ְב֭ ה: ִיָּׂש֣ ע ְלִמְרָמֽ א ִנְׁשַּב֣ י ְולֹ֖ ְוא )נפשו(  ַנְפִׁש֑ א ַלָּׁש֣ ר | לֹא-ָנָׂש֣ ֲאֶׁש֤
ָלה: ְׂש֤אּו  ֶסֽ ב  ַיֲעקֹ֣ יָך  ָפֶנ֖ י  ְמַבְקֵׁש֨ יו  ּ֣דֹור )דרשו(  ּדְֹרָׁש֑ ה  ֶז֭ ִיְׁשֽעֹו:  ה ֵמֱאֹלקי  ּ֝וְצָדָק֗
֥בֹוד ה'  ֶלְך ַהָּכ֫ י ֶזה֮ ֶמ֤ ֶלְך ַהָּכֽבֹוד: ִמ֥ ָי֗בֹוא ֶמ֣ ם ְו֝ י עֹוָל֑ ִהָּנְׂשאּו ִּפְתֵח֣ ֽ ם ְו֭ אֵׁשיֶכ֗ ים | ָרֽ ְׁשָעִר֨
ֶלְך  ָיבֹא ֶמ֣ ם ְו֝ י עֹוָל֑ ם ּ֭וְׂשאּו ִּפְתֵח֣ אֵׁשיֶכ֗ ים | ָרֽ ה: ְׂש֤אּו ְׁשָעִר֨ ִעּ֣זּוז ְוִגּ֑בֹור ה' ִּגּ֥בֹור ִמְלָחָמֽ

ָלה: ֶלְך ַהָּכ֣בֹוד ֶסֽ ֥בֹוד ה' ְצָב֑אֹות ֤הּוא ֶמ֖ ֶלְך ַהָּכ֫ י ֣הּוא ֶזה֮ ֶמ֤ ַהָּכֽבֹוד: ִמ֤

ָלנּו, ׁשּוָבה  ִהָּדֵרׁש  ּוֵמִטיב  ָעֵלינּו, טֹוב  ַרֵחם  ַרֲחָמן  ֶמֶלְך  ֲאבֹוֵתינּו  ֵואֹלקי  ֱאֹלקינּו 
ֵאֵלינּו ַּבֲהמֹון ַרֲחֶמיָך ִּבְגַלל ָאבֹות ֶׁשָעׂשּו ְרצֹוֶנָך, ְּבֵנה ֵביְתָך ְּכַבְּתִחיָלה ְוכֹוֵנן ֵּבית 
ִמְקָּדְׁשָך ַעל ְמכֹונֹו, ְוַהְרֵאנּו ְּבִבְנָינֹו ְוַּׂשְּמֵחנּו ְּבִתּקּונֹו, ְוָהֵׁשב ְׁשִכיָנְתָך ְלתֹוכֹו, ְוָהֵׁשב 
ּכֲֹהִנים ַלֲעבֹוָדָתם ּוְלִוִּיים ְלִׁשיָרם ּוְלִזְמָרם, ְוָהֵׁשב ִיְּׂשָרֵאל ִלְנֵויֶהם, ּוָמְלָאה ָהָאֶרץ 

ֵּדָעה ֶאת ה' ְלִיְרָאה ּוְלַאֲהָבה ֶאת ִׁשְמָך ַהָּגדֹול ַהִגּבֹור ְוַהּנֹוָרא ָאֵמן ֵּכן ְיִהי ָרצֹון

ָּכל ְּכִלי יּוַצר ָעַלִיְך לֹא ִיְצָלח, ְוָכל ָלׁשֹון ָּתקּום ִאָּתְך ַלִּמְׁשָּפט ַּתְרִׁשיִעי, זֹאת ַנֲחַלת 
ַעְבֵדי ה' ְוִצְדָקָתם ֵמִאִּתי ְנֻאם ה':

לֹא ָיֵרעּו ְולֹא ַיְׁשִחיתּו ְּבָכל ַהר ָקְדִׁשי, ִּכי ָמְלָאה ָהָאֶרץ ֵּדָעה ֶאת ה' ַּכַּמִים ַלָּים 
ְמַכִּסים:

ִׁשיר ַהַּמֲעלֹות ִמַּמֲעַמִּקים ְקָראִתיָך ה': ה' ִׁשְמָעה ְּבקֹוִלי ִּתְהֶייָנה ָאְזֶניָך ַקֻּׁשבֹות 
ְלקֹול ַּתֲחנּוָני: ִאם ֲעֹונֹות ִּתְׁשָמר קּה ה' ִמי ַיֲעמֹד: ִּכי ִעְּמָך ַהְּסִליָחה ְלַמַען ִּתָוֵרא: 
ׁשְֹמִרים  ַלּבֶֹקר  ִמּׁשְֹמִרים  ַלה'  ַנְפִׁשי  הֹוָחְלִּתי:  ְוִלְדָברֹו  ַנְפִׁשי  ִקְּוָתה  ה'  ִקִּויִתי 
ַלּבֶֹקר: ַיֵחל ִיְּׂשָרֵאל ֶאל יה' ִּכי ִעם ה' ַהֶחֶסד ְוַהְרֵּבה ִעּמֹו ְפדּות: ְוהּוא ִיְפֶּדה ֶאת 

ִיְּׂשָרֵאל ִמּכֹל ֲעֹונֹוָתיו:

ִים  ה ָׁשַמ֥ ֵׂש֗ ם ה' עֹ֝ ְזִרי ֵמִע֣ י: ֶע֭ א ֶעְזִרֽ ִין ָיבֹ֥ ַא֗ ים ֵמ֝ יַני ֶאל-ֶהָהִר֑ א ֵע֭ ֲע֥לֹות ֶאָּׂש֣ ַּמ֫ יר ַלֽ ִׁש֗
ר  ׁ֝שֹוֵמ֗ ן  ִייָׁש֑ א  ְולֹ֣ נּום  א-ָי֭ לֹֽ ה  ִהֵּנ֣ ָך:  ְמֶרֽ ׁשֹֽ ֗נּום  ַאל-ָי֝ ָך  ַרְגֶל֑ ַלּ֣מֹוט  ן  ַאל-ִיֵּת֣ ֶרץ:  ָוָאֽ
ְיָלה:  ַח ַּבָּלֽ ָּכה ְוָיֵר֥ א-ַיֶּכ֗ ֶמׁש לֹֽ ם ַהֶּׁש֥ ָֽך: יֹוָמ֗ ד ְיִמיֶנֽ ְּלָ֗ך ַעל-ַי֥ ָך ה' ִצ֝ ל: ה' ׁשְֹמֶר֑ ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ
ם: ה ְוַעד-עֹוָלֽ ַעָּת֗ ֽ ָך ֵמ֝ ָך: ה' ִיְׁשָמר-ֵצאְתָ֥ך ּובֹוֶא֑ ר ֶאת-ַנְפֶׁשֽ ְׁשמֹ֗ ע ִי֝ ה' ִיְׁשָמְרָ֥ך ִמָּכל-ָר֑

continued on next page...
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Say this pasuk 7 times

ְלעֹוָלם ה' ְּדָבְרָך ִנָּצב ַּבָּׁשַמִים:

ְדַעִּתיִקין  ַקִּדיָׁשא  ַעִּתיָקא  ִּתיּקּוִנים  ֲהָאַרת  ְיֵדי  ַעל  ִמְּלָפֶניָך  ָרצֹון  ְיִהי 
ִמּדֹוֶתיָך,  ַעל  ַרֲחֶמיָך  ְוָיּגֹלּו  ַּכֲעְסָך,  ֶאת  ַרֲחֶמיָך  ִיְכְּבׁשּו  ִדְזֵעיר  ֶׁשֶּבָאִריְך 
ְוטֹוִבים  ֲארּוִכים  ַחִּיים  ָלנּו  ְוִתֶּתן  ָהַרֲחִמים,  ְּבִמַּדת  ִעָּמנּו  ְוִתְתַנֵהג 
ָרצֹון: ְיִהי  ְוֵכן  ָאֵמן  ְרצֹוְנָך,  ַלֲעׂשֹות  ִמְצֹוֶתיָך  ְוִקּיּום  ּתֹוָרֶתָך   ְּבִעְסֵקי 

Tzom Gedalia is observed the day after Rosh Hashana: 
3rd of Tishrei,  Monday September 21st, 2020
The fast begins at 5:14am  
The fast ends at 7:04pm 
(These times are for Yerushalayim) 
Have an easy and meaningful fast.
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LaBriut, RBS Specialty Health Center, is recruiting Medical and Dental specialists to provide the residents 
of Ramat Beit Shemesh, Beit Shemesh, and all of central Israel with the very best medical and dental specialty 
care available. With the anticipated opening of our multi-specialty center this fall, medical and dental 
providers are invited to use our beautiful and professional offices for consulting  and treating private and/or 
kupot cholim patients during single or multiple sessions (morning, afternoon, evening), or on a full-time basis.

We invite Israel board certified specialists in the following specialties 
(adult and pediatric) to consider this wonderful opportunity.

 Cardiology
 Pulmonology
 Gastroenterology
 Dermatology
 Otolaryngology
 Urology
 Orthopedics
 Neurology
 Endocrinology

 Rheumatology
 Ophthalmology
 Surgery
 Psychiatry
 Podiatry
 Psychology, Physiotherapy, 

   Speech Therapy, 
   Occupational Therapy, 
   Chiropractic, Counseling

 Endodontist
 Periodontist
 Oral Surgeon
Oral facial pain / TMJ

For more information, email us at labriuthealthcenter@gmail.comFor more information, email us at labriuthealthcenter@gmail.com

DENTAL SPECIALISTS MEDICAL SPECIALISTS 

Ultrasound 
3D/4D Imaging

 Available Options
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

 Full-Hearted
Vidui

Moshe, in his final days on earth, is 
privy to a heartbreaking vision. 
The Almighty makes him aware 

that at a future time the Jewish people 
will transgress and turn from the way of 
the Torah: “This people will rise up and 
stray after other gods...” (Devarim 31:16) 

As a result of their deviation the people 
will experience Hashem’s chastisement 
and unfortunately will be struck with 
distress and pain. 

However, the Torah is quick to foretell that 
the people of Israel will surely recognize 
their sin and shortcomings. They will 
exclaim: “Is it not because my God is not 
in my midst that these evils have come 
upon me? (31:17). In other words, the 

Israelites will recognize that their sins 
had elicited the anger of Hashem and 
caused them terrible suffering. Verse 
17, cited above, plainly speaks of Israel 
seeking reconciliation with the Almighty.

The particulars found in the very next 
verse may come as a surprise: “But I will 
surely conceal my face on that day…” 
(31:18). 

The Ramban is perplexed. After Israel 
acknowledges that its suffering was 
caused by their sins and for this reason 
alone God had removed His presence 
from them - why would God not be 
responsive to their gesture of teshuva? 
(Ramban 31:17-18).

Strangely, God responded by saying that 
‘He will conceal Himself.’ The obvious 
question is why will God conceal Himself 
after Israel has repented? The Ramban 
answers simply: The declaration of Israel 
in verse 17 falls short of genuine teshuva, 
because even though they acknowledge 
their guilt, they are not yet ready to 
confess and repent wholeheartedly.

Pri Tzadik:  Heartfelt ‘Hirhurei 
Teshuva’

The eminent Chassidic Rebbe, Rebbe 
Tzadok of Lublin (1823-1900) was puzzled 
by the answer of the Ramban. After all, 
there is an accepted ruling that hirhurei 
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teshuva, the mere thought of change, is 
indeed effective in actualizing teshuva! 

A celebrated passage in the Talmud makes 
this case by presenting the case of a man 
who attempted to betrothe a woman on 
the condition that he ‘become a tzaddik.’ 
The Sages say that he has effectuated 
betrothal. How? They answer:  “He has 
hirhurei teshuva.” This is sufficient. 
Apparently, intent and aspirations alone 
are accepted as bonafide teshuva. 

The Rebbe proceeds to cite another 
example when hirhurei teshuva are 
effective: The Sages say although the 
people of Israel who were enslaved in 
Egypt were guilty of many sins, due to 
the fact that they engaged in hirhurei 
teshuva, they were redeemed from Egypt 
(Midrash Rabbah, Shemot 1:36). 

Why then, asked the Rebbe, in the 
circumstance described in verse 17 - when 
Israel recognizes their shortcomings - 
does God remain unreceptive? 

Rebbe Tzadok answered that hirhurei 
teshuva is only effective when it is sincere 
and wholehearted. The Ramban must 
therefore have assumed that Israel’s 
intentions were not wholehearted and 
therefore their intentions and remorse 
were not up to par.

However, Rebbe Tzadok pivots and 
asks: ‘Why should we assume that the 
verse describes insincere thoughts of 
teshuva?The Rebbe emphatically suggests 
a novel reading of the verse in which he 
argues that indeed their engagement in 
hirhurei teshuva was indeed sincere. The 
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verse which follows (31:18) stating that 
‘God hides his face from the evil’, should 
be understood to mean that Hashem, by 
‘hiding his face from the evil’ - no longer 
took note of their past transgressions. He 
was appeased. According to the Rebbe, in 
truth, their hirhurei teshuva was effective 
in God’s eyes! )פרי צדיק וילך שבת שובה, ד"ה ואמר(

Shem MiShmuel: Sin and Its Root

Verse 17 which describes the ‘potential’ 
repentance of the nation of Israel, caught 
the attention of another titan of Chassidic 
thought, the Shem MiShmuel, Rabbe 
Shmuel Bornstein (1856-1926). The Rebbe 
of Sochotov suggested this verse speaks 
not of the hirhurei teshuva but rather, 
actual vidui. Indeed Bnei Yisrael in this 
context expressed words of remorse, 
which all agree accomplishes teshuva. 
Why then did the Almighty not accept 
their confession?

The Rebbe quoted his father, the famed 
Eglei Tal, Rabbi Avraham Bornstein 
(1838-1910) who posited that engaging 
even in vidui does not necessarily 
mean that one’s teshuva is genuine. The 
Jewish people fell short in this instance 
particularly because they focused 
primarily on the sin which caused God 
to depart from their midst: “God is not 
in my midst.” They focused on the major 
sin they committed but failed to see the 
small missteps, misdemeanors, and 
lesser evils they were guilty of that led 
them to commit the grave error.

The Rebbe argued that a closer look at 
the pasuk actually proves his thesis. God 
spotlights the fact that “you turned to other 
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gods”, as opposed to the actual worship 
of other gods. In other words, the Jewish 
people must address the issue of what 
caused them to ‘turn away’ in the first 
place. Teshuva means correcting not only 
for the sin itself but making a personal 
inventory as to the factors that led up to 
transgression )תרא"ב ד"ה ואמר(

The Rebbe of Sochotochov conveys a 
powerful teaching: When we engage in 
teshuva the root of sin must also be cleared 
away. It may require us to reshape or 
adjust many facets of our lives and change 
priorities in order to avoid committing 
the more serious infractions that can be  
very dangerous.

The Rebbe of Sochotchov cites the 
Talmudic teaching ‘Kadesh atzmecha 
be’mutar lach’, “Sanctify yourself with 
that which is permitted to you” (Yevamot 
20a). In other words, often, additional 
actions must be undertaken to further 
ensure the observance of actual Torah 
laws. This idea is a corollary of the well 
known insight of the Ramban regarding 
Kedoshim te’hiyu. There he posits that 
the key to attaining kedusha, personal 
holiness, is actually found in how a 
person goes beyond the actual rules and 
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shiur is sponsored by Ephraim & Amy Bassan 
 שיזכה כלנו לשנה טובה ושכל משאלות לבנו

ימלאו לטובה

how one conducts themselves to those 
areas that are permitted.

Meshech Chochmah:  
Restorative Teshuva

The topic of teshuva, found in verse 17 
cited above, also fascinated another 
luminary and great Jewish leader of 
the 20th century, Rabbi Meir Simcha of 
Dvinsk (1843-1926). In his classic work, 
Meshech Chochmah, he employs a similar 
line of thinking as the Shem Mishmuel 
in that sense that there was something 
lacking in the teshuva described in  
this context. 

He explains their shortcoming by making 
the compelling argument that the need 
to correct past misdeeds is actually 
embedded in every mitzvah. Why would 
we need a separate command of teshuva 
to teach us that if we have transgressed 
we need to make amends? It is an obvious 
point that when we have transgressed we 
cannot continue to do the same and we 
need to fix that error.

What then does the mitzvah of teshuva 
come to add or to include? Rabbi Meir 
Simcha posits that teshuva actually 
requires that a person not only desist 
from doing sin - more importantly, he 
or she must also engage in ‘restorative 
teshuva’ - acts that heal and cleanse the 
spiritual stains left from sin. Indeed, when 
we sin, not only is one resisting the will 
of God, but, the sinful act has a negative 
and detrimental consequence on one’s 
personality and pure soul.  In a word, it 
blemishes one’s character and leaves us 
less whole and wholesome than we were 
prior to the sin.

Looking at verse 17 we see that the Jewish 
people may have taken the initial step of 
recognizing their sin, but they had yet 
to take the critical recuperative steps 
which includes vidui. They had failed to 
follow through with the needed acts of 
reconciliation which are sorely needed 
in order to mend a relationship that has 
been sacred. Teshuva must also include 
restorative measures that rehabilitate 
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the stains of sin. (Meshech Chochmah, 
Devarim 31:17)

A Single Motif

The commentaries of Ramban, Rebbe 
Tzadok, Shem MiShumuel, and Meshech 
Chochma all maintain their own 
perspectives regarding assessing the 
actions of Israel in their attempt to do 
teshuva. However, they all agree on the 
premise that teshuva must be truthful; 
both intellectual and emotional integrity 
is essential. Teshuva demands a deep and 
all encompassing devotion in which the 
penitent aspires to realign their will with 
the will of the Creator.

May we merit to achieve all of our teshuva 
goals, b’ezrat Hashem; making this year 
the best one of our lives. Shana Tova!  
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 The Power of
the Shofar

In writing about the Shofar on Rosh 
Hashana, the Rambam alludes to 
two aspects of the blowing. He notes 

that, “There is a requirement to hear 
the sound [kol] of the Shofar” and that 
“It is a positive biblical mitzvah to hear 
the blast [Teruah] of the shofar…as the 
verse states: ‘A day of Teruah it shall be 
for you.’” 

Why the seeming repetition? Following 
Rav Soloveitchik, Rambam is, in fact, 
distinguishing between the hearing of 
the shofar as the objective, physical, 
or mechanical side of the mitzva and 
the hearing of the Teruah blast with 
attentiveness (Kavanah), which is an 
inner fulfillment of the mitzva.

The Rav is reminding us that the Teruah 
blast was generally blown in moments 
of crisis. Thus, the “Day of the Teruah,” 
to use Rambam’s famous explication, 
is the time when that blast should 
awaken the slumberer. During the Rosh 
Hashana prayers, the shofar raises our 
consciousness to the fact that we are 
pleading for our lives!

The shofar expresses what words 

cannot, for as we say of Hashem in our 
prayers, “He chooses musical songs of 
praise.” That is because, in our moment 
of crisis, our words fail us, or because as 
mortals, we mistakenly believe that we 
can adequately express praise of the all-
powerful, infinite One. 

Thus, woefully, we need the Teruah 
sounds. They emerge as a stuttering, 
mournful cry from our innermost 
reaches to fly up towards the heavenly 
throne, most surely turning our pitiful 
prayers into sweet melodies in G-d’s ears.

The shofar expresses what 
words cannot

The Rav notes that the one who blows the 
shofar is both active and passive; he is 
both Ram (exalted) and Nissa (passive). He 
is passive insofar as he hears the shofar 
blasts, active insofar as he creates the 
shofar sounds. This bifurcation represents 
our mixed personality: The passive side 
represents the sinner or our impure 
aspect; the active side is representative of 
our ability to choose to imitate G-d and to 
unify both sides of the “split” individual 
that is essentially us. And, for the Rav, it is 
this engagement with our impure aspect 
that enables Teshuvah to take place, and 
that triggers that process.

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM
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The Rav further expounds, most 
poignantly: When we are listeners [of 
the shofar], when we are but passive, 
we are transformed from the ‘creator’ to 
the ‘victim.’ Then, notes the Rav, we are 
subject to sin. The active shofar blower, 
however, is in effect reproving himself; 
the shofar blast reminds him that he has 
a pure side and that he no longer has to be 
a slave to his material desires. Just as the 
Teruah sound is blown at the beginning 
of the Jubilee year to announce that the 
slaves are free, so does the Teruah blast 
on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur’s end 
free that part of our personality that has 
been “in exile.” 

Amazingly, if ascent signifies activism 
and descent passivity, then Hashem can, 
in His infinite wisdom, mirror these 
actions. How so? The Rav explains that 
when we describe in our prayers God as 
Ram Venissa, this implies that Hashem 
can, at one time, be both exalted and 
passive (in the sense of responsive). 
For in response to our shofar sounds, 
Hashem reverts, as it were, from the 

status of King (cool judgment) to that of 
Father (mercy); it is as if He, too, is doing 
Teshuvah. For is it not written that “God 
has gone up amidst the sound of the 
Teruah; the Lord amid the sound of the 
Shofar” (Psalm 47)?

Yes, when we are in a sinful state, we 
are like an object, passive. Teshuvah, 
however, enables us to become a subject 
and to act once again. To paraphrase 
the Rav: The shofar alarms us that 
sin pulls us downward; the cry of the 
shofar, however, awakens us to engage 
in Teshuvah, thus to regain our dynamic 
personality. 

In a way, we might be bold enough to 
suggest that the Teruah reminds God that 
“He does the will of those who fear Him, 
and He will hear their cry and save them” 
(ibid 145) – Speedily and in our days. 

Shabbat Shalom!
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

To Life

Rosh Hashana is about birth and 
children, about challenges of 
having children and the intense joy 

in overcoming those challenges.

In fact we refer to Rosh Hashana itself as a 
birth; today is the birthday of the world, we 
declare after blowing the shofar. It is the 
day that the world was created and. Like a 
personal birthday, it is a day of reflection 
and reckoning. Therefore, the day that the 
world was created is the day of judgement. 
We come to Hashem as servants or as 
children, and again we hear the theme of 
children and parents repeated.

In truth, the 1st of Tishrei is not the day 
that the world was created. If the birth of 
the world is synonymous with the creation 
of the world, this actually happened on the 
25th of Elul. Six days later, on the 1st of 
Tishrei, Rosh Hashana, man was created.

And so we have to refine our definition 
of the phrase “the birthday of the 
world”. It is not the day that the world 
was created but the day that man was 
created. Or, in other words, it is the day 
that the world became meaningful and 
purposeful. A world without man is just 
another lonely planet, a world inhabited 
by man possesses the potential to 
develop and progress. It can achieve 
significance and direction; it is born in 
the truest sense.

This provides us with a message about 
Rosh Hashana and the prayers that we 
recite throughout the festival. Life is not 
just a biological quality; it is not just about 
entering the world and taking the first 
breaths. Life is about how we use it; how 
we create something consequential with 
the time that we are allotted in this world.

We spend a lot of the day asking for life, 
our own life, and the life of our children. 
We mention how Sara’s, Rachel’s and 
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Chana’s prayers were answered and 
they became pregnant. The children that 
they bore changed the world: Yitzchak 
continued Avraham’s incredible novel 
idea of monotheism, Yaakov fathered the 
Jewish people and Shmuel initiated the 
Jewish monarchy.

The challenge of receiving life and 
being able to bring life into the world 
is how we use that life. Let us take to 
heart the plight of others and empathize 
with their suffering. One way to do so 
is to use the life that we do have wisely, 
to make each day count and to see the 
blessing in each child.

May we all be inscribed for a full life, and 
may we cherish it. 

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem 
and helps couples from all over the world 
who are experiencing fertility problems. 
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los 
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050  
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Rosh Hashana 5781: 
 A Ma’aser Ani Year  
 (Here’s half-a-cucumber to help you out!)

This new year, 5781, is the sixth 
year of the shemitah cycle. That 
makes it a ma’aser ani year, 

when we give 9% of our produce to the 
poor. In contrast, the outgoing year, 
5780, was the fifth year of the shemitah 
cycle and thus a ma’aser sheni year. 
That is, if I harvested tomatoes from 
my vegetable garden on the 29th of 
Elul, I should set aside ma’aser sheni 
from them. However, if I pick them 
on the 3rd of Tishrei, I need to set aside  
ma’aser ani. 

Some calculate the monetary value of 
9% of the crop they will harvest and 
donate it to charity as ma’aser ani. Torah 
VeHa’aretz Institute operates a Beit 
HaOtzar, where we enable members to 
give ma’aser ani itself to the poor in an 
easy and mehudar fashion.

Giving ma’aser ani through Torah 
VeHa’aretz Institute

At Beit HaOtzar, we employ the halachic 
concept of makarei ani’im (“friend 
of poor people”). Every member of 

Beit HaOtzar signs a contract with a 
charitable committee that all of the 
ma’aser ani will go to a specific poor 
person. The owner of the produce lends 
the poor person a sum of money on an 
annual basis. Then, every time ma’aser 
ani is set aside—say, half-a-cucumber—
the produce is halachically acquired by 
the poor person. The poor person then 
returns the produce to the owner, and 
its value is detracted from the sum of 
the loan. At the end of the year, if the 
poor person still owes any money to the 
owner of the fruit, the debt is forgiven. 
In this way, we can give ma’aser ani in 
practice in the most mehudar fashion, 
without having to leave the comfort of 
our homes to find a poor person each 
time we take terumot and ma’aserot. 
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CHIZUK & IDUD
BY RABBI YERACHMIEL RONESS
Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh

 for Olim & Not-yet-Olim

Rosh Hashana 
Thoughts

In previous generations, questions 
regarding different aspects of Jewish 
practice were determined primarily 

by the living traditions passed on from 
mother to daughter and from father to 
son. All Minhagim of the festivals and 
holy days were determined by the direct 
memory of experiences in one’s home or 
shul, and instances of uncertainty would 
lead one to consult a member of the older 
generation. As Prof. Chaim Soloveitchik 
has demonstrated, though, large sections 
of post-war Jewry, have supplanted this 
source of information, with a newly 
established text-based culture.

Nowadays, when one is unsure how to 
proceed, what should be eaten at each 
stage of the meal etc., instead of turning 
to an elder member of the community, 
we will turn to the bookshelf and open 
up a Sefer in order to determine the 
recommended book-based custom.

Rav Aryeh Hendler speaks of a yeshiva 
student admonishing his father for not 
acting in accordance with the Mishnah 
Brurah: “The Mishnah Brurah is for 
orphans”, was the father’s annoyed reply, 

“I was blessed to have had a Father!”

This shift away from living memory, 
and direct sensory experience, leaves us 
experientially impoverished.

Our nostalgic appreciation of the holy 
days is based upon the senses. For many, 
the sense of taste takes center stage 
as memories of the Yomim Tovim are 
primarily linked to a Bubby’s chicken 
soup, gefilte fish or Keneidlach - much 
more than anything else... Thus, when 
thinking of Rosh Hashana, many will 
naturally think of the apple dipped in 
honey, or of the Tzimmus served at the 
Yom Tov Seuda together with the other 
Simanim. I distinctly remember the 
crestfallen face of a Russian Oleh we 
hosted at our Seder-table many years 
back, as he discovered that Kneidlach 
were simply not part of the Roness menu 
(Gebrokhts!). This man’s childhood 
memories of sitting at his grandmother’s 
Seder, led him to feel that Pesach itself was 
synonymous with Keneidlach. Culinary 
Judaism, if you will…

For others, the sense of sound may be 
more prominent as the Holy Days conjure 
up bitter-sweet memories of a favorite 
niggun, or perhaps the unforgettable 
image of a singular Shaliach Tzibbur. 
Personally, I remember well the Ba’al 
Mussaf for Rosh Hashana day we all 
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impatiently waited for some 50 years 
ago in the Beit Midrash of Mercaz HaRav 
Yeshiva in Yerushalayim. Rav Aryeh Levin 
zt”l was running late since he had not yet 
concluded his circuit of Bikkur Cholim 
in the various hospitals of Jerusalem. 
His dedication and mesirut nefesh left 
a deep imprint upon me, as he chose to 
prepare for his rendezvous with G-d by 
comforting his fellow man.

For others the most salient memories will 
surely be of the plaintive cry of the Shofar, 
as it resonates throughout our collective 
consciousness, triggering, and blending 
together, associations of the most 
powerful and formative events of Jewish 
history– both past and future: Conjuring 
up images of Har Sinai together with Har 
HaMoriah; the crowning of the King of 
Kings, and the messianic shofar of the 
end of days. For many 20th century Jews 
the blowing of the Shofar is inextricably 
bound with the image of Rav Goren zt”l 
during the Six Day War, and the historic 
proclamation of “Har HaBayit B’yadeinu”.

In a memorable drasha delivered by 
Rav Kook zt”l at the Churva Synagogue 
in 1933, he discussed the exact nature of 
the Shofaro shel Mashiach - the ‘Shofar 
Gadol L’cheiruteinu” which will draw our 
People together ‘from all four corners of 
the land’.

Rav Kook noted that from a halakhic 
perspective three types of Shofarot can 
be utilized: Ideally the shofar should be 
fashioned from a ram’s horn, however, 
when necessary any kosher animal’s 
horn can suffice. When no kosher 

animal is available, one may even use the 
horn of a non-kosher animal. Rav Kook 
explained that this hints to the fact that 
the redemption can take one of a number 
of possible natural forms. Each type of 
shofar corresponds to a different level 
of redemption: The highest madrega is 
when a Jew consumed by a deep longing 
for Yerushalayim shel Ma’ala, emulates 
Avraham Avinu, heeding the call of Lech 
Lecha Me’artzecha and sets out towards 
Har Hamoriah to enter Yerushalayim shel 
Mata.

The second shofar, a horn taken from any 
kosher animal, represents those Kosher 
Yidden who choose to return to the Land 
of their ancestors in order to separate 
themselves, and safeguard their children, 
from the alien influences of the Diaspora. 
The last possibility, a shofar originating 
from a non-kosher animal, represents 
those who run to Eretz Yisrael in order 
to avoid anti Semitic persecution. Here 
the call of the shofar does not beckon and 
invite, but rather strikes fear in the hearts 
of those fleeing the terrible sounds made 
by non-kosher animals in human form.

Ultimately, all Jews will hear one Shofar 
or another and make their way back to 
Eretz Yisrael.

This year as the Shofar is heard, we 
all need to ask ourselves a penetrating 
question: “For whom does the Shofar 
toll?”

We hope and pray that we all hear the 
Shofar and act accordingly!

Shana Tova To All 
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Zichronot  

This week, we will interrupt our 
regular analysis of Tefillat Shacharit 
and will focus on a section of the 

Rosh Hashana davening.

After finishing the section of Malchuyot 
in which we coronate Hashem as King, 
we now begin the section of Zichronot. 
Personally for me Zichronot is one of the 
most moving sections of the whole Rosh 
Hashana davening.  

Since we now just coronated Hashem as our 
King, that means we now need to answer 
to Him. Today is a day of judgement and so 
we need to now plead our case before the 
Master Judge. How do we do that? With 
Zichronot, with memories. The Gemara 
Rosh Hashana says – כדי לפני...זכרונות.   "אמרו 

 Hashem is now שיעלה זכרוניהם לפני לטובה"  –
ready to hear what we have to say. And 
we need to bring before Him a letany of 
memories. We need to cause Hashem to 
“remember” why we deserve to be judged 
favorably.

The point of the exercise here is not 
really to remind Hashem since obviously 
Hashem doesn’t forget. It is more so give 
us the opportunity to analyze our own 
actions and history as individuals and as 

a nation. This very exercise is cleansing. 
Rav Shlomo Wolbe writes that a person 
is judged based on how closely he is 
connected to the concept of Zichronot, 
how much he bothers to look back at the 
past and self-analyze.

The section of Zichronot really has two 
themes – the individual and the nation. We 
are pleading our case on two levels here 
and we need to daven just as much for 
ourselves as individuals as we do as one 
collective nation, and to explain why we 
think we deserve to be judged favorably.

Each person has a specific 
mission in life and they are 
given certain life conditions 
in order to be able to fulfill 
that tafkid

We begin with a very moving paragraph 
in which we make a statement, really 
reminding ourselves of Hashem’s intense 
Hashgacha Pratit, Divine Providence, 
and how much He is involved and knows 
about every single detail of our lives. 

זכרונות

ל ְיצּוֵרי ֶקֶדם. ְלָפֶניָך ִנְגלּו  ה עוָלם. ּופוֵקד כָּ ה זוֵכר ַמֲעשֵׂ ַאתָּ

ְכָחה  ֵאין שִׁ י  כִּ ית.  ֵראשִׁ בְּ מִּ רות שֶׁ ִנְסתָּ ַוֲהמון  ֲעלּומות  ל תַּ כָּ

ֶאת  זוֵכר  ה  ַאתָּ ֵעיֶניָך.  ִמנֶֶּגד  ר  ִנְסתָּ ְוֵאין  ְכבוֶדָך.  א  ִכסֵּ ִלְפֵני 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative
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. ַהּכל גָּלּוי ְוָצפּוי  ךָּ ל ַהְיצּור לא ִנְכַחד ִממֶּ ְפָעל. ְוַגם כָּ ל ַהמִּ כָּ

ַהּדורות.... ל  כָּ סוף  ַעד  יט  ּוַמבִּ צוֶפה  ֱאלֵהינּו.  ה'  ְלָפֶניָך 

א.  ים ְלָפֶניָך בָּ ֲעשִׂ ל ַהמַּ י ֵזֶכר כָּ ַהּיום ַהזֶּה. כִּ ִמי לא ִנְפַקד כְּ

בות ָאָדם  תו. ַוֲעִלילות ִמְצֲעֵדי ָגֶבר. ַמְחשְׁ ה ִאיׁש ּוְפֻקדָּ ַמֲעשֵׂ

ְוַתְחּבּולוָתיו. ְוִיְצֵרי ַמַעְלֵלי ִאיׁש...

The author of the Yesod vshoresh haavoda 
writes that anyone who has even the 
slightest amount of Yirat Hashem in his 
heart will begin pouring out his heart in 
tears when he says this paragraph. We 
talk about how Hashem remembers every 
single action that ever occurred in the 
world, and for Him it is as if all of these 
actions occurred all at the same time. 
Past, present, and future are all blended 
together into one.  But as much as He is 
running the entire world, from one end to 
the other, from the beginning of time until 
the end of time, all at the same time, He is 
also uniquely concerned with every single 
individual.  We tend to think if we forget 
about something that once happened, 
it’s as if it never happened, and Hashem 
probably will also “forget” about it. But 
this paragraph reminds us that Hashem 
remembers every single detail, the good 
and the bad, and that there is schar 
v’onesh, there is accountability and this 
will hopefully help us to be more careful 
with our actions. 

Within this paragraph we say that 
Hashem judges "תו ּוְפֻקדָּ ִאיׁש   We are –"ַמֲעשֵׂה 
being judged not only for our maasim, 
our actions, but for our pekuda. What 
does this word mean? Rabbi Yissaschar 
Frand explains that the word pekuda 
means our life circumstances, and it is 
also connected to the word tafkid which 
means our life mission. Each person has 
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a specific mission in life and they are 
given certain life conditions in order to 
be able to fulfill that tafkid. Each person 
was placed into a specific family, was 
brought up in certain way, was given 
specific strengths and weakness, and is 
faced with unique challenges. We are 
judged not only for our actions, but how 
they relate to who we are. This is very 
different than a regular court where 
people are judged just on the hard and 
dry facts. Here Hashem looks beneath 
the surface at who we are as people and 
only then can make a judgement.

Rabbi Frand goes on to say that we need 
to make sure that we are using all of our 
unique circumstances to make sure that 
we are fulfilling our specific mission in 
life. He explains that at the end of our 
lives, we won’t be judged why we weren’t 
like Moshe Rabbeinu but we will be held 
accountable based on our potential – 
why did we not become the best “we” we  
could be?  

Rabbi Frand tells a fascinating story 
about the Netziv. The Netziv, Rabbi 
Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, was the Rosh 
Yeshiva of Volozhin and the author of 
numerous sefarim.  When he finished 
writing one of his sefarim, he called 
together his friends and family to 
celebrate and he told them the following 
story. He explained that when he was a 
child, he was a terrible student. He never 
paid attention in class and was always 
staring out the window. One day, he came 
home from school and overheard his 
parents talking. They decided that there 
was no point in keeping him in cheder 

any longer and that they would send him 
to be an apprentice to a shoemaker. He 
was so shocked by what he heard that he 
ran to my parents and begged them to 
give him a second chance. They agreed 
and from from that day on, he pushed 
himself to work really hard and to learn. 
The Netziv went on to exclaim to his 
friends and family: “But can you imagine 
what would have happened had I not 
overheard my parents’ conversation and 
reacted as I did. I would have ended up as 
a shoemaker. I would have been a good 
man, I would have been honest in busines, 
and I would have davened every day and 
made time for learning. But think of what 
would have happened when I would go 
up to shamayim after 120 years. Hashem 
would have said to me -Naftali, where 
are all the sefarim you were supposed 
to write? Where are your thousands 
of students?’ and I would have nothing  
to answer!”

And so these words ופקודותיו איש   מעשה 
charge us to take a deep look into 
ourselves and to make sure that we 
are truly fulfilling our potential and 
accomplishing what we each need to 
accomplish. We need to look in the 
mirror and analyzes ourselves, not only 
in terms of mitzvot and aveirot, but in 
terms of what we, as individuals, are 
meant to accomplish. Only then can we 
turn to Hashem and lay out our personal 
“zichronot” before Hashem, making a 
case for why we deserve to be granted 
the right conditions the coming year to 
continue on in our personal mission in  
Avodat Hashem.  
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Real Life Rescues
And They Two Both Went Together
A few weeks ago, on Tuesday, just after 9:00 a.m., a construction worker in Tevaria (Tiberias) 
lost consciousness while working at a construction site. The man fell and began to seize in front 
of his horrified co-workers. One of the workers called United Hatzalah’s dispatch and command 
center for assistance. 

The dispatch’s computer system located two volunteer EMTs and ambucycle drivers as being the 
closest first responders to the scene and alerted them both to the medical emergency occurring 
in their close proximity. The first of the two volunteer EMTs to arrive at the scene was Michael 
Sroor, who rushed over to the construction site and arrived within less than two minutes 
from receiving the alert. As he was dismounting from his 
ambucycle and getting his medical kit out of the box on the 
back, his father, Adiel Sroor, arrived on his ambucycle. The 
father and son duo nodded to one another, grabbed their 
medical equipment, and rushed into the construction site 
to assist the fallen worker.    

Without needing to say a word to one another, Father 
and son began treating the convulsing worker and moved 
any objects that could injure the man. As Adiel took the 
40-year-old worker's vital signs, Michael began to administer oxygen to prevent the man’s 
condition from worsening and the development of brain hypoxia. The skilled EMTs continued 
to monitor the patient's condition until an ambulance arrived some 10 minutes later. Once it 
arrived, Michael and Adiel transferred the patient to the ambulance for rapid evacuation to 
nearby Poriya Medical Center.

Michael spoke about volunteering as a first responder together with his father. “My father has 
been a volunteer in the organization for more than a decade,  since the beginning of the chapter 
in Tevaria. I saw what he was doing and it looked to me like it was very fulfilling work. So, four 
years ago, I decided to join the organization as well. I went through the training course and 
then spent a year as an EMT gaining experience before I became an ambucyclist. Now we both 
respond to emergencies on ambucycles. I often take my family and visit my parents and when 
that happens and an emergency occurs we both rush out together. It is a bonding experience to 
respond together and to drive together. It’s not something that many people get to experience 
and I cherish these times that we get to go out and save lives together.”  

Adiel added - “We know each other well so it becomes easier for us to work together in the 
field. We talk about calls after the fact and help each learn what we can do better the next time. 
When we respond to emergencies together it often happens that Michael calls me ‘Dad’. That 
causes our patients to give us some very interesting looks. They often smile and it brings them 
a bit of comfort as well.” 

“I am proud that my son chose to follow join me in volunteering to help others. For us, sacrificing 
our own time to help others and doing it together has  helped us grow even closer than we were 
before,” Adiel concluded.

1221
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Talbieh: 4 rooms, good 
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with roof terrace, Car park, Quiet st. 4.5 
million nis.

Katamon: Garden apt. 5 rooms 3 baths. 
renovated, parking, Centrally located to shops, 
transportation.
Rechavia Wolfson towers: 5 rooms 2.5 baths 
Renovated. Shabbat elevator, Knesset view.

For Sale

 SHIFFY SHNELLER REAL ESTATE

For Rent
Pinsker building:  3.5 
rooms, views, terrace, 

parking, long term.

For Rent

Talbieh: 5 rooms Well kept Shabbat elevator, 
parking, Immediate.

Talbieh: 5 rooms. Luxury apt. in a small 
building, renovated, 4 exposures, succa, 
parking, elevator.

052-2639702  |  www.shneller.co.il

Currency Exchange Service
10 Kanfei Nesharim, 

Jerusalem  
Phone 02-5023673
Also pickup and delivery -

 door to door service 
at no extra charge  
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rates, prompt reliable service
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THE DAILY
 PORTION

BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR

 What’s New
 About Our
New Year?

A new year begins. We are so used to 
this word – “new” – but the Torah 
asks us to stop and contemplate. 

To truly renew ourselves. What actually 
becomes “new,” in our world and in 
ourselves, at this time of year? In Jewish 
sources we find three things that the 
sages ask us to contemplate each day as if 
they were new:

Torah: One of the most popular words 
in the book of Deuteronomy, which we 
read throughout the month of Elul, is 
“today.” Again and again, as we read 
about entering the Land of Israel, we are 
asked to relate to past events as if they 
are actually happening to us this very 
morning, and not three thousand years 
ago in the desert. “On this day the Lord 
your G-d commands you” (Deut. 26:16). 
Rashi comments: “Each day, let them 
(the commandments) be brand new 
as if you had just been commanded to  
perform them.”

Elsewhere we read “On this day you have 
become the Lord your G-d’s own people” 

(Deut. 27:9) and Rashi, in the same spirit 
of perpetual renewal, comments: “Let 
every day be in your eyes as the very 
same day that you entered into a covenant  
with Him.”

Our marital relationship 
should be the same as our 
relationship to the Torah

Now is the most appropriate time of the 
year to refresh and renew our connection 
to the Torah, to think of the Torah as a 
gift that we received only today, and to 
determine how the new year will look 
when a completely new light of Torah, 
never seen before, glows from within it.

Land of Israel: The Land of Israel is the 
Promised Land, the Holy Land, but is it 
a new land? Indeed, we justifiably tell 
ourselves and the entire world that we 
have an ancient, historical right to this 
land. This is true but we should never 
allow our relationship to the Land of 
Israel to become old or stale.

As the verse states, “And it will be when 
the Lord brings you to the land of the 
Canaanites as he swore to you and to 
your forefathers, and He will give it to 
you” (Exodus 13:11), upon which Rashi 
elaborates: “‘And He will give it to you,’ 
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that is, you should consider it as if He gave 
it to you on that same day and not as an 
inheritance from your ancestors.” 

It does not matter where we live. We 
must create a personal, living, breathing 
and emotional connection with the 
Land of Israel. We cannot rely only on 
what we were told by our great-great-
grandparents. Again, the months of Elul 
and Tishrei are the perfect time to think 
about how to bring a new and authentic 
connection with the Land of Israel into 
our lives.

Marriage and Family: Throughout the 
book of Deuteronomy, we received many 
instructions on married life and the 
education of our children – the questions 
children will ask, the answers we will 
give, and the manner in which we should 
educate them. 

And it is precisely here, in the place most 
comfortable and familiar to us, that we 
are called upon to find something new. 

Under the chuppah (wedding canopy) 
we say, “Behold, you are now holy to me, 
with this ring, according to the religion of 
Moses and Israel.” A hundred years ago, 
Rabbi Tzvi Kunstlicher, from Hungary, 
in his book “Be’er Tzvi,” asked why we 
emphasize “according to the religion of 
Moses and Israel.” He answered that our 

marital relationship should be the same 
as our relationship to the Torah given by 
Moses to Israel – a relationship of daily 
renewal. That is, “every day should be like 
new,” as new as the day you stood under 
the chuppah. Here too, we need to devote 
time, thought, and creativity to renew our 
passion and to renew ourselves internally, 
in the intimate surroundings of home.

Our sages defined the biggest challenge 
of our times in this way: we should not 
take our greatest gifts – Torah, the Land 
of Israel, our families – for granted. 
The prevailing culture broadcasts a 
message that loyalty to a text (Torah), a 
land (Israel), or to fellow members of a 
covenant (family) are values that have 
vanished from the world. This culture 
sees newness as external to ourselves 
and not something to be sought or  
attained within.  

On Rosh Hashana, we are called upon 
to find new meaning in those elements 
of our lives that have stood the test of 
time – in Torah, in the Land of Israel, in  
family life. 

May we have a good new year, a year of 
true renewal for all of us. 

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com
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Come join us
for our internationally recognized 

Emergency Medical 
Technician Course

Looking to Make Your

Year Meaningful?

Course includes in person and online learning
EMT Certification in Israel and America

 Cost I $1,500
Course dates I October 25 - March 21 2020

Mandatory Orientation I Sunday, October 18 2020 @ United Hatzalah HQ 
• Limited space available

 I  E x p e r i e n c e  o f  a  l i f e t i m e !  I

- To Reserve Your Spot -

https://israelrescue.org/forms/nremt
For Questions: Yatkin@israelrescue.org
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״״



THE RAPHAEL RECANATI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL,
wishes its 2,000 students from 90 countries, and their families,

on the way to becoming Israel’s
first private university, IDC Herzliya,

the largest international school in Israel,
heads into the New Year with pride!

BA    Business Administration  Business & Economics (double major)  Communications
 Computer Science (BSc)  Entrepreneurship & Business (double major)

 Entrepreneurship (BA) & Computer Science (BSc, double major)  Government
 Sustainability & Government (double major)  Psychology
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MBA    One-Year MBA  MBA Healthcare Innovation      MSc    Machine Learning & Data Science

For Registration and Information:  rris.registrar@idc.ac.il  |  09-960-2700

Live in Israel, Study in English

www.rris.idc.ac.il

a Happy and Peaceful

שנה טובה


