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We have the privilege this week of 
reading two parshiot that combined 
are only 70 verses, shorter than all but 
a couple of parshiot. But even with its 
brevity, the emotional impact of these 
parshiot is hard to match. Netzavim 
is always read the Shabbat before  
Rosh Hashana.  

The first aliya contains  the Brit of Arvot 
Moav, a covenant sealed in the plains 
of Moav, just over the Jordan River. All 
the people are gathered, men, women, 
children, water carriers and wood 
choppers. To enter the covenant; that 
G-d will be our G-d and we will be His 
people.  As was said at Sinai and as was 
said to the Avot. But the consequence of 
this special bond is that your disloyalty, 
your chasing idol worship will be met 
with Divine wrath.  The desolation of 
this Land because of your unfaithfulness 

KI TEITZEI will be so profound people will look at it 
and be shocked by its utter desolation. 
You will be tossed out of this Land.

The word Hayom, today, appears 
4 times in the 6 verses.  As if 

Moshe is saying, “I am not making this 
covenant on my today – but for you 
readers, this covenant is being made on 
your today.”  Also, for those of us 
Westerners, the rocky, grassless, treeless 
topography of Israel is jarring to our eye 
– we are used to grass and trees. 
Especially as it is the land flowing with 
milk and honey. Something bad 
happened to it – mind you, something 
good is happening to it now that  
we are back.

The second and third aliyot, (30:1-
6, 7-14) is one of the most beautiful 
paragraphs in the entire Torah. It is so 
good it is split in the middle, to savor it. 
It is called the Parshat HaTeshuva, the 
section of Return.  When you are cast 
out of the land to the 4 corners of the 
earth, you will take to heart your fate – 
and return to Hashem. He will return to 
you, returning to you to gather you from 
the far flung places. Even if you are at 
the ends of the earth, He will gather you 
and take you from there, to bring you 
back to this land.  (this verse appears in 
the prayer for the state of Israel). And 
He will implant in you love of Him. And 
you will return to Him. And He will be 
thrilled with you because your return is 
with sincerity, a full heart.

The word “return” appears seven 
times. We to Him. He to us. We 
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take a step, He steps to us.  But our first 
return is described as “we take it to 
heart”. Heart murmurings are the 
beginning of teshuva.  And He is our 
cardiologist, He knows our murmurings, 
as faint as they may be. And Gives us the 
strength, the will to build on our deepest 
pinings. He dances with us, but waits for 
us to take the first step. Then He gives us 
more strength and more. Just take that 
step.

The third aliya ends with yet another 
stunningly beautiful verse: “The Torah 
is not in the heavens but is very close;  
it is in your heart.”

Moshe chooses to use words in 
Sefer Devarim that are words of 

affection. There is lots of love, love of 
Hashem, lots of heart, all your heart.  
Words like life, good, cleave to Hashem, 
today. Moshe does not want to be only 
the teacher of halacha. He wants to be 
the teacher of our inner life as well. Our 
feelings. What he is trying to convey is 
our deepest sense of our uniqueness. No 
one knows my heart as I do. Nor my 
feelings.  Well, no one but Him. He 
created us uniquely because He wants 
us in this world. So Moshe says – let Him 
in, with love, with the deepest feelings 
of your heart, every day. The language is 
noticeably more emotive than the rest 
of the Torah.   Moshe, as he is departing 
as leader, and from this world, 
desperately wants to convey his deepest 
feelings and to reach our deepest 
emotions.

The fourth aliya is the bridge, ending 
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Nitzavim, beginning Vayelech. Choose 
life. Listen to the Mitzvot because 
they are your life. They are what give 
life meaning.  Then, at the beginning 
of Vayelech, Moshe speaks of his end. 
“I am not going with you. Hashem 
will lead you, Yehoshua, Joshua, will  
lead you.”

Moshe encourages Yehoshua a lot 
– be chazak, strong, and amatz, 

mighty.  Don’t be afraid.  When the 
President leaves office, he leaves a letter 
in the desk for the new President. His 
heartfelt wishes that the new one prevail, 
perhaps better than he, over the  
inevitable challenges.

The fifth aliya (31:7). After encouraging 
Yehoshua, Moshe writes down the Torah 
and we learn the mitzvah of Hakhel 
– public reading of the Torah every  
7 years.

Moshe’s tone has switched. From 
emotion and love, to fear and 

trembling. Not just fear of the impending 
war, but fear and awe of Him. We live the 
dichotomy of feeling Hashem’s hug while 
being fully aware of His awesome 
transcendence.

The sixth aliya (31:14-24) turns rough.  
Moshe reiterates that while Hashem will 
do as He said and bring the Jewish people 
into the Land of Israel, it won’t end there.  
The Jews will rebel. And Hashem will 

withdraw, will leave the Jews subject to 
whatever calamities befall them.  

The greatest theological mystery 
is contained in one verse: “I will 

hide My Face from you.” Chilling. The 
greatest theological challenge, posed in 
our time by the unfathomable tragedy of 
the Holocaust, must grapple with this 
Divine eclipse – Hiding His Face. When 
and why He Hides His Face. At least in 
our time we are warmed by the Shining 
of His Face upon us, we who have 
returned to His land.

The seventh aliya turns to song. When 
all these calamities occur, read this 
song (Haazinu). And with that, Moshe 
completes writing the Sefer Torah and 
this song. 

Parshat Nitzavim - 
Vayeilech -  
A Double Parsha  
or Not?

During the course of the year there is 
a need to adjust the weekly parshat 
hashavua in order that certain criteria 
are met.

For example, the Shulchan Aruch 
(Siman 428) tells us that Parshat Tzav 
needs to be read before Pesach and 
Parshat Bamidbar Sinai needs to be 
read before Shavuot. Therefore, the 
parshiyot of Sefer Vayikra need to be 
apportioned based upon how many 
Shabbatot there are available to them.

In a “regular” non leap year, this 
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needs to be accomplished by reading 
double parshiyot three times namely: 
Tazria - Metzorah, Achrei Mot - 
Kedoshim, and Behar - Bechokotai. 
(The other double portion in such a 
year is Vayakhel - Pekudei). However, 
each parsha is still considered to be a 
separate unit.

In the same vein, the Shulchan Aruch 
continues that Parshat Nitzavim needs 
to be read prior to Rosh Hashana. 
And if there happens to be a Shabbat 
between Yom HaKippurim and Succot,  
 We must separate - צריכים לחלק נצבים וילך
Nitzavim and Vayeilech.

This seems to show that in a year 
such as this one where there is no 
Shabbat between Yom HaKippurim 
and Succot the portions of Nitzavim 
- Vayeilech are read as one parsha 
which encompasses all of what is 
colloquially known as Nitzavim 
Vayeilech.

As further proof that this week's 
Torah reading is a single parsha, the 
Rambam at the end of Sefer Ahava in 
the Mishne Torah has a list of haftorot 
for every Parsha. (Obviously not all of 
them are read every year). Curiously 
missing from that very inclusive list 
is the Haftorah for Parshat Vayeilech 
- seemingly showing us that Parshat 
Vayeilech is not its own entity, just the 
latter part of Parshat Nitzavim which 
is separated if there is a need to do so.

Special thanks to Rabbi Amram Rister 
for this insight. 
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HAFTORAH  
YESHAYAHU 61:10- 63:9

With the reading of this haftorah we 
have reached the final installment of the 
seven “Haftarot of Consolation.” We have 
been reading these special selections 
from the book of Yeshayahu which 
commenced on the Shabbat following 
Tisha b’Av and concludes with the  

Shabbat prior to Rosh Hashanah.

The prophet describes the exuberant joy 
that the people of Israel will experience 
with the geulah shlema, the Final 
Redemption. The analogy is presented in 
these passages of the joyous celebration of 
a newly married couple.

The haftorah also conveys the notion 
that one does not await the redemption 
from a passive position. Rather, exclaims 
the prophet: “For the sake of Zion I will 
not remain silent, and for the sake of 
Jerusalem I will not be still..” Even the 
stones of Jerusalem should be persistent in 
anticipation and await the day that glory 
will be restored and reestablished in the 
Holy City.

This remarkable prophecy also recounts 
the oath that Zion will ultimately be 
redeemed and the moment when all Jews 
will praise Hashem in Jerusalem.

Not only do we as people await anxiously 
for this day to arrive, the prophet says 
that Hashem Himself, like a loving Father, 
shares in the pain and expects this day to 
quickly come to fruition. At that glorious 
time the Almighty will be at one with his 
beloved children. 

STATS

Nitzavim - 51st of the 54 sedras; 8th of 11 in 
D’varim Written on 87 lines in a Torah (rank: 
52) 4 Parshiyot; 1 open, 3 closed 40 p’sukim - 
ranks 53 (10th in D’varim) 657 words - ranks 
51 (8th in D’varim) 2575 letters - ranks 51 
(8th in D’varim)

Vayeilech - 52nd of the 54 sedras; 9th of 11 
D’varim Written on 72 lines in a Torah (rank: 
53) 3 Parshiyot; 2 open, 1 closed 30 p’sukim 
- ranks 54th (11th in D’varim) 553 words - 
ranks 53rd (10th in D’varim) 2123 letters - 
ranks 53rd (10th in D’varim) Shortest sedra 
in number of p’sukim; longest p’sukim in the 
whole Torah. 

No Mitzvot in Nitzavim
Vayeilech - 2 positive mitzvot

MITZVOT
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