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s I sat down to study and analyze
this, the last of the haftarot of
consolation, it occurred to me
how, over these weeks, the comforting
messages of Yishayahu describe Israel’s
relationship to Hashem in so many
different ways. The bond between
Nation and G-d is depicted as one of a
Shepherd to his Flock (Yishayahu 40;11),
as a Mother to her Child (ibid 49;15)
and as a Deity to His Worshippers (ibid
50;15). The description includes the
relationship of a Ruler to the Nation
(ibid 51;17), as a Master to his Subjects
(ibid 51;22) and as the Creator to His
Creations (54;5). The comparison of
the relationship between Hashem and
Israel also includes that of a Redeemer
to the Redeemed (ibid 54;5), of a Light
to the Illuminated and, of course, as a
Father to His Children (50;1).
This Shabbat’s haftarah speaks of another
type of relationship: Um’sos chatan ‘al
kallah, yasis ‘alayich Elokayich”, “And
G-d will rejoice over you as a groom
rejoices over his bride!” Bride and
Groom, Husband and Wife, bespeaks a
very different kind of relationship as does
shepherd to flock or even parent to child,
for it demands a mutual responsibility to
retain that relationship.
HaRav Soloveitchik, zt”l, discusses the
rather strange inclusion of the Messianic
22

TORAH TIDBITS / NITZAVIM VAYEILECH 5780

vision of Yirmiyahu (10;11), i.e., the
promise of “Od yishama b’arei Yehuda…
kol chatan v’kol kallah” in the sheva
brachot recited under the chuppah and
for the seven days of rejoicing. After all,
he asks, why connect the personal happiness of the bride and groom with the
fulfillment of the messianic vision? The
Rav explains that a successful marriage
requires the development of a caring for,
actually more than that, an empathy with,
one’s partner. Throughout our early years
we strive for individual fulfillment and
look for personal worth. Both are positive
attributes. And both are important. Up to
a point.

Their own relationship is
ennobled as they transcend
their personal concerns
However, when two people unite as a
couple, when they are now a “we” and
not simply an “I”, they are challenged
to reach out to each other and create
an “empathetic friendship” (the Rav’s
expression) with each other. At that same
time, the identical challenge is presented
to them in regard to Klal Yisrael, as well.
As adult and full members of the Israelite
community the newly married couple
is reminded that their empathy is not to

remain solely between each other. Rather,
they are meant to involve themselves in
a “caring responsiveness” to the needs
of others. They must learn to share life’s
burdens-the joys and the tragedies-with
other members of the community. Such a
relationship builds close friendships and
sensitizes the soul to the need of those
beyond the immediate family. In such a
way, says the Rav, their own relationship
is ennobled as they transcend their
personal concerns.
Understanding
Rav
Soloveitchik’s
approach to the Chatan and Kallah
will help us understand the message of
Yishayahu in our haftarah as well. We
cannot feel that our relationship with
G-d has been healed-that we can now
approach Hashem on the upcoming
Yamim Noraim with confidence-unless
we learn to empathize with the cares and
concerns of others. This year has been
an especially difficult one for our people
and for all of the world. Human nature
is such that we tend to focus on our own
trials and our own challenges. But, like a
bride and groom who must learn to think
of “we” and not “I”, we, before standing
in G-d’s presence in tefilla, must also
respond to the tragedies and tribulations
that have faced all those around us. Our
prayers must have meaning in plural
as they do when we direct them in the
singular.
This year, let us open our hearts to the
suffering of others and hope that, as
the navi promised, Hashem will rejoice
over us as the chatan rejoices over
his kallah.
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