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PARSHAT KI TAVO 
SHORT SUMMARY

In the first aliyah of Parshat Ki Tavo 
the Torah commands the people of 
Israel living in the land of Israel to bring 
their first fruits to the Beit Hamikdash. 
This mitzvah is known as bikurim. This 
obligation applies only to fruit and 
produce that is actually grown in the land 
of Israel: wheat, barley, dates figs, grapes, 
pomegranates, and olives. When the 
Jew arrives in the Beit Hamikdash with 
their bounty of fruit a beautiful ritual is 
observed in which the individual recites 
a precise text praising Hashem for the 
blessing of the Land and its gifts.

The second aliyah lays out the laws 
concerning the different tithes that were 
required to be given from one’s harvest. 
Portions were given to kohanim, leviim, 
the poor, and a tithe was also eaten 
personally by the owner in the city of 
Jerusalem. 

In the third aliyah Moshe Rabbeinu 
returns to a theme that he has highlighted 
several times in this discourse. Namely, 
the absolute imperative of the people 

KI TEITZEI to observe Hashem’s commandments. 
Moshe emphasizes the fact that we as 
a people have chosen Hashem to be our 
Lord and similarly Hashem has chosen 
us to be his most special and treasured 
nation.

The fourth aliyah describes a scene which 
will unfold later in the history of the people 
as they make their way into the Land. They 
must gather large stones when they cross 
the Jordan river and on these stones they 
will engrave the entire Torah. 

The fifth aliyah describes a dramatic 
scene that will also unfold when the 
people of Israel forge ahead and enter 
their new Land. There they will proclaim 
blessings and curses on the Mountain of 
Grizzim and the Mountain of Eval. Six 
tribes were stationed on the top of each 
of the mountains and the tribe of Levi 
with the Holy Ark stood between the two 
mountains. The aliyah concludes with the 
abundant blessing that the Israalites will 
receive in reward for their dedication and 
devotion to Hashem’s word.

The sixth aliyah focuses on the 
descriptions of punishments and 
suffering that will befall the people if they 
veer from the sacred path of the Torah.

The seventh aliyah returns to Moshe 
reminding the people once again of the 
awesome and wondrous miracles that 
they have witnessed. Indeed, the people 
are indebted to Hashem for His kindness 
and mercy. Therefore the people must 
hold fast to the covenant that eternally 
bonds the people and the Almighty in an 
everlasting love.

KI TAVO

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 77,512
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41 mitzvot - 14 pos., 27 prohibitions; ranks 6th 
among the sedras  in mitzvot  

MITZVOT

HAFTORAH 
 YESHAYAHU 60:1-22

We are now close to concluding the 
‘Haftarot of Consolation.’ This week 
marks the sixth in the series of seven. 
The world will come to know, says the 
prophet Yeshayahu, that in Zion the 
presence of God is found forever. This, 
in a word, is a description of the ultimate 
Redemption. The metaphor of ‘light’ is 
employed to describe the ultimate days 
of salvation that are yet to unfold. “You 
shall no longer need the sun for light, nor 
the brightness of the moon to illuminate 
for you, rather Hashem shall be for you 
an eternal light…” (60:19).  Embedded in 
this remarkable passage from the navi 
is the resurrection of the dead and the 
ingathering of the exiles. Joy and gladness 
will be celebrated by the nation once 
again in their homeland.

Ultimately the people of Israel will no 
longer be despised; they will no longer be 
subjected to  violence or days of sadness. 
On the contrary, the light of God will 
shine on His beloved people; justice and 
goodness will be known to all. 

Hosting a Simcha?
Save Time, Money & Effort

LD Events
Lenny Davidman
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Cell: 054-557-3101

Lenny@LDEVENTS.com
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR         

Dear Torah Tidbits family,

This week’s parsha of Ki Tavo contains 
one of the most memorable pesukim in the 
entire Torah. Many of us can easily quote 
the phrase by heart: ארץ זבת חלב ודבש, “A 
Land flowing with milk and honey.”

The beauty of the Land of Israel is revealed 
in multiple ways. One of them being the 
remarkable quantity of Torah study that 
saturates our holy Land.

I am thinking about this particular idea 
knowing that in the past couple of weeks 
and in the forthcoming few weeks, 
thousands of young people from chutz 
la’aretz are embarking on their year 
of study in Israel. We are so proud of 
the remarkable efforts of the ‘gap year’ 
Yeshiva and seminary programs for 
finding a way to welcome students from 
America, Canada, England, Australia 
etc. to learn Torah in Israel during this  
challenging time.

On this note it is a pleasure to share with 
you a new column in Torah Tidbits that 
we have already started to feature. On 
a weekly basis, be”H, we will have the 
opportunity in these pages to learn from 
the many leading Roshei Yeshiva, Rabbeim 
and teachers that lead these wonderful 
institutions. 

Enjoy their Torah, soak up their insights, 
and be inspired by their mission. 

Together, may we continue to be zoche to 
enjoy the delicious Torah that ‘the Land 
flowing with milk and honey’ offers us 
each and every day.

To the thousands of young people who 
are arriving to study Torat Eretz Yisrael 
these weeks, Bruchim Habaim! OU Israel 
welcomes you and we hope to greet you 
personally very soon.

Tizku le’mitzvot and Shabbat Shalom,

Aaron Goldscheider

MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Marci Rapp
050-424-8359

Deepest condolences to
Judy Pachino

on the passing of her husband,
RABBI MARVIN PACHINO z"l

to their daughters, daughter-in-law, 
sons-in-law and all of their family

May there be many more like him 
in Israel
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

To Each His 
Language
 

There was a time when the literary 
treasures of the Jewish people 
were accessible only to those with 

a reading knowledge of Hebrew. This is 
no longer the case. I know of no major 
Jewish religious work which has not 
been translated into English in recent 
years and, in most instances, into many 
other languages as well. The past several 
decades have witnessed the publication 
of multiple editions of the Bible and 
the Talmud, commentaries ancient and 
modern, liturgical works, historical tomes, 
biographies, and even cookbooks with 
recipes of our ancestors.

I must confess that when this phenomenon 

of translation began, I was not all that 
happy. I am a bit of a purist and have long 
clung to the belief that sacred Hebrew 
books should be read in the original. I 
was willing to make exceptions for those 
religious classics which were originally 
written in languages other than Hebrew, 
such as those works of Maimonides, Saadia 
Gaon, and Bahya ibn Paquda, which were 
originally written in Arabic and translated 
into Hebrew and eventually English as 
well. But for me, the Bible and classical 
commentaries were to be read only in the 
language in which they were written.

I was guided in my opposition to translation 
by the classic Italian motto, “traduttore 
traditore”, “the translator is a traitor.” No 
translation is exactly accurate, and ideas 
expressed in one language inevitably lose 
some of their meaning when rendered 
into another language. Every translation 
compromises beauty and forfeits subtlety 
and nuance.

Ironically, in recent years, I myself have 
become a translator. My first professional 
effort was with the elegies that are recited 
on the solemn day of Tisha b’Av, when 
Jews recall the seemingly endless chain 
of catastrophes that have marked Jewish 
history. Translating these poignantly 
tragic poems was a difficult challenge. 
But I undertook the task in the belief that 

We will mark the 4th yahrzeit of our 
dear husband, father, grandfather and 

great-grandfather,

Rabbi Joel Litke z"l
on Wednesday evening, Sep. 9

אור לכ”א אלול
We will meet at the main parking lot 

in Har Hamenuchot at 7:00pm
פרקי תהילים ותפילת ערבית

Litke, Sorotzkin and Gruner Families

Family and friends are cordially invited to 
a Zoom event to commemorate the 

5th yahrzeit of

Eli Fachler z”l
Date: Tuesday, 28th July 

Erev Tisha B’Av 5780 
Time: 21:00 (Israel)

Zoom meeting- 480 896 6948
Direct Link- https://bit.ly/Fachler

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ZOOM EVENT 
WILL BE IN ENGLISH
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an English translation was better than no 
translation, and that I was doing a public 
service by bringing these poems to the 
public, albeit in a far from perfect form.

Since then, and to this day, I have been 
involved in the process of translating 
classical Jewish works, and have come 
to terms with the fact that translations, 
although far from perfect, bring Torah 
study to multitudes of individuals who 
would otherwise be deprived from so 
much of our tradition.

These reflections bring us to this 
week’s Torah portion, Parshat Ki Tavo 
(Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8). The relevant 
verses read, “As soon as you have crossed 
the Jordan into the land that the Lord your 
God is giving you, you shall set up large 
stones. Coat them with plaster and inscribe 
upon them all the words of this Teaching...
On those stones you shall inscribe every 
word of this Teaching most distinctly” 
(Deuteronomy 27:2-3, and 8).

What does this phrase, ba’er heitev, 
translated as “most distinctly,” mean? 
The Babylonian Talmud Tractate Sotah 
32b suggests that the inscription of the 
“Teaching,” that is, the Torah, should 
be done in seventy languages, in every 
language known to mankind. How 
fascinating! Moses himself, speaking 
on behalf of the Almighty, instructs the 
people to engage in that “traitorous” task 
of translation. He seems unconcerned 
with the difficulties of rendering the 
word of God from sacred Hebrew into the 
languages of all mankind.

Why? Why was it necessary to translate 
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the Torah into languages which were 
incomprehensible to the people of Israel? 
Our Sages offer two very different answers 
to this question.

The Jerusalem Talmud takes a 
universalistic approach and suggests 
that these translations were to bring the 
teachings of the Torah to the entire world.

The Zohar, the basic text of the Kabbalah, 
notes that the members of the Jewish High 
Court, the Sanhedrin, knew all seventy 
languages. But the Zohar does not take this 
literally. Instead, the Zohar understands 
the seventy languages to be a metaphor 
for the seventy facets of Torah, the seventy 
different avenues of interpretation with 
which the sacred text is endowed. The 
members of the Sanhedrin were thus 
not linguists, according to the Zohar, 
but experts in probing the depths of the 
Torah’s meaning. Perhaps, the seventy 
languages inscribed on the stones in the 
River Jordan were also not the languages 
for the peoples of the world, but were 
seventy codes enabling so many different 
approaches to the Torah’s interpretation.

Permit me to offer a somewhat different 
approach. I prefer to understand the word 

“language” more broadly. The word need 
not be restricted to its literal meaning, 
referring to French, Spanish, Swahili, and 
Portuguese. Rather, “language” can refer 
to a cognitive modality, or to a learning 
style. Thus, some of us prefer the language 
of humor, while others prefer the language 
of logic and reason. We speak of angry 
language, soothing language, and the 
language of love. Music is a language, 
play is a language, and there is even the 
language of war.

Every teacher worth his salt knows that 
he must use different “languages” for 
different students. This does not mean 
that he speaks to some students in English 
and to others in Yiddish. No. This means 
that some students will respond to clear 
and logical explanations. Others will 
require anecdotes and stories. Still others 
will require humor, or perhaps visual 
illustrations of the subject matter being 
taught. This is the lesson which every 
successful teacher learns sooner or later: 
no two individuals learn in the same way. 
Woe to the teacher who delivers his or 
her prepared lecture once, and expects 
all thirty pupils to learn the material. The 
successful teacher discerns the learning 
styles of each pupil and develops strategies 
and modalities that facilitate the learning 
of every member of the class.

Perhaps this is what the Talmud in Tractate 
Sotah is really teaching. Inscribed on those 
stones in the River Jordan were seventy 
different teaching strategies, seventy 
pedagogical tools, which would enable 
every recipient of the Torah to learn its 
messages in his or her own idiosyncratic 
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way. Some would learn best by reciting the 
words by rote until they were memorized. 
Others would learn by breaking the text 
down into small phrases and reflecting on 
them, and still others would learn by using 
visual imagery to “see” the meaning of the 
text.

Indeed, the phrase “seventy facets of 
Torah” could be the Zohar’s way of 
referring to seventy different learning 
styles, encouraging teachers to identify 
a “stone in the River Jordan” to match 
every pupil, even those who on the surface 
appear unteachable.

If I am at all correct in this interpretation 
of “the seventy languages” I am asserting 
that our Sages were very aware of a basic 
lesson in education. That lesson is that 
there is a need for individualized curricula 
so that diverse populations can all learn 
well.

This lesson is reflected throughout 
Talmudic literature. Here is one 
example:

“Observe the excellent advice given to 
us by the Tanna  Rabbi Yehoshua ben 
Perachya: ‘Make for yourself a teacher, 
and acquire for yourself a friend...’ If you 
do this you will find that your teacher 
will teach you mikrah, mishnah, midrash, 
halachot, ve’aggadot. Whatever is not 

conveyed in mikrah (Scripture) will be 
conveyed in mishnah; whatever is not 
conveyed in midrash will be conveyed in 
the halachot; whatever is not conveyed in 
the halachot will become clear in the study 
of the aggadot. Thus, the student will sit in 
place and fill himself with all that is good 
and blessed.” (Avot DeRabbi Nathan, 8:1)

In this passage our Sages are advocating 
a richly variegated curriculum. They 
know that not every student will be fully 
informed by the study of one subject. 
The student who fails to gain from the 
study of mikrah, will gain instead from a 
very different type of text, mishnah, the 
early rabbinic codification of the Oral 
Law. And similarly for midrash, rabbinic 
lore; halachot, rules and regulations, and 
aggadot, legends and stories.

There are many erudite quotations that 
I could cite to summarize the point of 
my brief essay. But I prefer to conclude 
with a remark I hear from my teenage 
grandchildren: Different strokes for 
different folks. Arguably, this is an apt 
motto for getting along with people in 
all situations. But it is especially apt for 
teachers. And as I have repeatedly stated 
in this column, we are all teachers!  

LONG TERM RENTAL
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TALBIEH
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Be Silent  
and Listen

During our first Coronavirus 
lockdown, there was one question 
I was asked more than any other: 

What about prayer? Just when we needed 
it the most, we found ourselves unable to 
participate in tefillah be-tsibbur, public 
communal prayer. Our most sacred 
prayers, devarim she-bi-kedushah, are 
communal. They require a minyan. There 
was an argument between Rambam 
and Ramban as to whether, originally 
and essentially, the command of prayer 
was directed to individuals or to the 
community as a whole. But there was 
no disagreement between them as to the 
importance and value of praying as part of 
a community. That is supremely how we, 
as Jews, come before God, not primarily 
as “I” but as “We.” How then were we 
to find spiritual strength without this  
communal dimension?

My answer was, this is indeed a terrible 
privation. There is no point in minimising 
the loss. As Yehuda ha-Levi said in the 
Kuzari, individual prayer is like protecting 
yourself by building a wall around your 
house. Collective prayer is like joining with 
others to maintain the wall around the city. 
The wall around the city protects everyone, 
not just me.1 Besides which, when I pray 
for myself, I may pray selfishly, asking for 
something that may directly benefit me 
but might also be harmful for others. If I 
sell ice-cream, I want the sun to shine, but 
if I sell umbrellas, I want the rain to fall. 
Praying together, we seek, not private good 
but the common good. 

Communal prayer is not just an expression 
of community. It is also a builder of 
community. Hence the psychological 
cost of the pandemic lockdown. We are 

1  Kuzari, III: 19.

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by Dr. Robert 

Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

לעילוי נשמת אמנו היקרה
 חנה רבקה בת עזריאל שמשון

הלוי ובתשבע סימה ז"ל
Dedicated in loving memory

of our dear Mother
Helen (Honey) Newman z”l

On her 20th Yahrzeit, ח"י אלול 
Judith Berger, Zale Newman, 
Chaviva Braun and families
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social, not solitary beings. We long, most 
of us, for company. And even the marvels 
of Zoom, Skype, YouTube, Facebook 
Live, WhatsApp and Facetime cannot 
compensate for the loss of the real thing:  
face-to-face encounter.  

But there was one gain to our praying 
in isolation. Tefillah be-tsibbur involves 
going at the speed of the congregation. It 
is hard to slow the pace so as to be able to 
meditate at length on any of the prayers 
themselves – their meaning, music, 
rhythm and structure. Prayer is essentially 
a kind of counterpoint between speaking 
and listening. But communal prayer often 
involves more speaking than listening. The 
lockdown meant that we could listen more 
to the poetry and passion of the prayers 
themselves. And prayer is about listening, 
not just speaking.

In one of his essays in Beit Yaakov, Rabbi 
Yaakov Leiner, son of the Ishbitzer Rebbe 
(Rabbi Mordechai Leiner), makes a 
fascinating comment on a phrase in this 
week’s parsha, hasket u-shema Yisrael, 
“Be silent and listen, Israel. You have 
now become the people of the Lord your 
God (Deut. 27:9). There is, he says, a 
fundamental difference between seeing 
and listening as to what they communicate. 
Seeing tells us about the surfaces, 
the externalities, of things. Listening 
tells us about internalities, depths  
(omek kol davar).2

His comments are echoed by one of the great 
20th Century scholars of technologies of 

2  Beit Yaakov, vol. 4, Torah u-moadim, 
Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av, 131. 
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communication, Walter J Ong, who spoke 
about “the unique relationship of sound 
to interiority when sound is compared 
to the rest of the senses.” He adds, “This 
relationship is important because of the 
interiority of human consciousness and of 
human communication itself.”3 In other 
words, it is through sound, especially 
through speaking and listening, that we 
are present to one another as subjects 
rather than objects. By listening, we 
encounter the depth-dimension of reality.

When we listen, we are personally engaged 
far beyond the way we participate when 
we simply watch. Ong regards this as 
one of the special features of the Hebrew 
Bible. God creates the universe through 
words. He reveals Himself to His people in 

3  Walter J Ong, Orality and Literacy: 
the technologizing of the word, Routledge, 
1982, 71.

words. He makes a covenant with them in 
words. The last and culminating book of 
the Torah is Devarim, “words.” Ong notes 
that the Hebrew for “word,” davar, also 
means an event, a happening, something 
that generates momentum in history. If the 
greatest thing God does is speak, then the 
greatest thing we can do is listen.

There is also a difference, as I pointed 
out in my translation and commentary 
on the Siddur, between hearing and 
listening, often concealed by the fact that 
the Hebrew verb Shema means both. But 
they are very different. Hearing is passive, 
listening is active. Hearing needs no 
special concentration, but listening does. 
It involves attention, focus, and openness 
to the other. One of the greatest gifts we 
can be given is to meet someone who 
really listens to us. Sadly, it happens all too 
rarely. We are often so focused on what 
we are going to say next, that we don’t 
really listen in depth to what the other  
person is saying.

And so it is with prayer. Someone 
once defined prayer as listening to God  
listening to us.

There are some profound stories about 
listening in the Torah and Tanach. Take 
for instance the fraught episode in which 
Jacob takes his father’s blessing, intended 
for Esau. The story eliminates sight as a 
dimension: Isaac is old and cannot see. 
Yet he has persistent doubts as to whether 
the son in front of him is indeed Esau. He 
goes through the various senses. He tastes 
the food his son has brought. He smells 
his clothes. He touches his hands. He 
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concludes: “The voice is the voice of Jacob, 
but the hands are the hands of Esau” (Gen. 
27:22). How much anguish might have 
been spared had he followed the evidence 
of his hearing rather than his taste, smell 
and touch.

The names of Jacob’s first three sons were 
all cries for attention on the part of their 
mother Leah. She called the first, Reuben, 
saying, “It is because the Lord has seen 
my misery. Surely my husband will love 
me now.” The second she called Simon, 
saying, “Because the Lord heard that I 
am not loved, He gave me this one too.” 
She called the third Levi, saying, “Now at 
last my husband will become attached 
to me, because I have borne him three 
sons.” Was Jacob listening to her cries? We 
don’t know. But the plain sense of the text is 
that he was not. And we know from Jacob’s 
deathbed blessings that his relationship 
with these three sons was fractured.

Then there is the strange choice of Moses 
as the man selected to be the voice of 
God’s word to Israel for all time. Moses 
kept reminding God that he was not a 
man of words, he could not speak, he had 
“uncircumcised lips.” The Torah is surely 
telling us several things, but might one 
of them have been that, finding it hard 
to speak, Moses had learned to listen? 
Certainly Moses heard God better than 
anyone in history.

Then there was the drama on Mount Horeb 
where Elijah went after his spectacular 
victory over the prophets of Baal, having 
called down fire from heaven at Mount 
Carmel. God showed him a powerful wind, 
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an earthquake, and a fire, but God was in 
none of these things. Instead He was in the 
kol demamah dakah, the “still small voice” 
that I have argued means “a sound you can 
only hear if you are listening.”

There are the stunningly beautiful lines of 
Psalm 19, that we say on Shabbat mornings 
that tell us that “the heavens declare the 
glory of God; the skies proclaim the work 
of His hands,” despite the fact that “There 
is no speech, there are no words.” Creation 
sings a song to its Creator, which we might 
hear if we listen attentively enough. I was 
reminded of this throughout the pandemic, 
when there was little noise from traffic 
and none from aeroplanes overhead, 
and we could hear the birdsong and 
other sounds of nature more vividly than  
ever I remember.

Listening is a primary theme of Moses’ 
speeches in Devarim. The root sh-m-a 
appears no fewer than 92 times in the 
book, an astonishing number. That is 
what I hope we gained from this distressing 
time of isolation: the ability to slow down 
our prayers and listen to them, letting 
their poetry penetrate more deeply than at  
other times.

Rabbi Yaakov Leiner, whose reflections on 
listening started us on this journey, said 
about the tragic month of Av that it is a 

time when it is hard to see the presence 
of God. We lost two Temples. It seemed 
to the nations of the world as if God had 
abandoned His people. But precisely 
when it is hard to see the Divine presence, 
we can focus on listening.4 I believe that 
listening is one of the greatest arts. It 
opens us to God, our fellow humans, 
and the beauties of nature. For me 
one of the gifts of this strange, difficult 
time has been the ability to slow down 
the prayers so that I am able to listen 
to them speaking to me. Praying is as 
much about listening as speaking. And 
faith itself is the ability to hear the 
music beneath the noise.

Shabbat Shalom 

Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable 
Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ 
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read 
more on www.rabbisacks.org.

4  The same idea can be found much 
earlier in the Sefer Yetzira. See Bnei 
Yissaschar, Ma’amarei Hodshei Tammuz 
ve-Av, ma’amar 1,3. I am grateful to Mr 
David Frei, Registrar of the London Beit Din, 
for bringing this to my attention.  

Mazal Tov 

to Suri & Anthony Ordman and family

on the birth of their grandson
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In analyzing the seven haftarot of 
comfort (the “sh’va d’n’chemta”) that 
follow Tish’a B’Av, we have shared 

with you, over the past years, the view 
of Tosafot (Megillah 32b) that this series 
of comforting visions of Yishayahu 
was placed in an order of increasing 
consolation, each succeeding prophecy 
delivering a message of greater solace 
than the previous one. We have often 
attempted to highlight what made any 
specific haftarah more comforting 
than the last. As we reach the sixth of 
these haftaroth this week it behooves 
us to review the earlier messages of 
the navi to the grieving nation and 
perhaps, uncover yet another reason 
why this week’s reading offers Israel a 
greater source of comfort than the five  
previous prophecies.

The first in the series of seven opens with 
the cry “Nachamu, Nachamu”, a call to 
the prophet(s) to console the despondent 
nation. In it, Yishayahu promises that 
G-d had completed punishing their 
sins and that the All-Powerful is more 
than capable of realizing His promised  
redemption of Israel.

The second haftarah clearly expresses 
the people’s disbelief with the words 
they use to respond to the prophet: 
“Vatomer Tziyon-azavani Hashem”, 
Hashem has abandoned and forgotten 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

His people. Expressing the reason why 
the navi’s words were not comforting, 
Israel tells Yishayahu that, after His 
destruction of His Beit Mikdash and His 
exile of His people- Hashem has clearly 
proven that He has rejected us. To this 
claim Yishayahu responds with the 
reassurance that G-d could never forget of  
abandon His nation. 

The third selection opens by expressing 
Israel’s continued grief-despite the 
prophet’s reassurances. “Aniya so’ara 
lo nuchama”, Israel continues to be 
disconsolate, to be “LO NUCHAMA”, not 
believing in the prophet’s promises of a 
glorious future. And so, Hashem responds 
to the people in the opening words of the 
next haftarah….

“Anochi, Anochi Hu M’enachemchem”, 
it is not the prophet who makes these 
promises nor he who is comforting you, 
says G-d, but I Myself Who comforts 
you! The magnificent picture of 
Israel’s future depicted by Hashem in 
this fourth haftarah appears to move 
Israel and console her. For this reason, 
Yishayahu calls to the nation in the  
following reading…

“Rani akara, lo yalada”, “Rejoice O barren 
woman…” It is now time to celebrate your 
promised redemption and return. But the 
“barren woman” cannot fully rejoice. Not 
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yet. There is still something that prevents 
any celebration. There is still a worry 
that has not yet been addressed-even in 
this fifth of the series of haftarot. And it 
is a concern that prevents complete joy. 
And so, the navi addresses that concern 
in the sixth nevuah-the haftarah we  
read this week.

“Kumi Ori ki va orech”, Israel, arise 
and shine, for Hashem’s light, His 
glory, shines upon you. What is it in 
Yishayahu’s message that would convince 
Israel to “glow” and rejoice? What new 
promise does he give to our people that 
would convince them of the truth of  
Hashem’s promises? 

I believe that, besides the additional 
reassurances of what the future would 
bring Yishayahu also addresses the 
true concern of Israel-a concern not 
addressed in the previous haftarot. 
The disbelief in G-d’s promises that the 
nation expressed was not a lack of faith 
in Hashem or in His abilities. Not at all. 
Their lack of faith in the fruition of the 
prophecies was based upon themselves! 
Israel herself, seeing her sinfulness and 
HER abandonment of Hashem couldn’t 
believe that SHE deserved such promises. 

In effect she was saying “I know you can 
do all of this, Hashem. We know that 
you have the power to fulfill all of these 
promises-but WHAT HAVE WE DONE TO  
DESERVE THIS???

And the navi responds “Ki hineh 
hachoshech y’chaseh eretz’-darkness 
covers the world, all of humanity is corrupt 
and immoral. The Beit Halevi explains 
that G-d will “shine” upon Israel BECAUSE 
darkness fill the earth. Your redemption 
is not based on your perfection. It is 
not because you are so superior to your 
enemies, or more righteous than your 
oppressors-but because of your spiritual 
potential that is being wasted, potential 
that is needed in this world.

When the nation learns that, though 
they may not be deserving, Hashem has 
reason to redeem then, only then, are 
they comforted. Geula need wait until our 
nation is perfect-but only when Hashem 
decides that it is the perfect time for it!

And only then can they finally cry out 
the first words of the seventh haftarah 
“Sos asis baShem”, now I can truly  
rejoice in Hashem. 

And we certainly should. 
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not appreciated by the parent. However, 
if even the slightest act is performed 
with love, affection, and with a bright 
smile, it is greatly appreciated. The 
same applies to how we serve Hashem. 
If we perform mitzvos out of obligation 
and without a feeling of excitement 
and happiness to worship Hashem, 
then the performance of that mitzva is 
meaningless. It is like a body without a soul  
(a guf without a neshama). 

We need to take great care in 
understanding and concentrating when 
performing mitzvos so that through 
our behavior we can illustrate our 
appreciation of being able to fulfil the will 
of Hashem. 

The Torah Temima, in his commentary, 
Tosefes Berakha, agrees that worshipping 
Hashem without joy cannot justify such 
harsh measures. He explains that the 
pasuk means something else entirely. 
It’s not, “You didn’t serve Hashem 
joyfully,” but “You didn’t serve Hashem 
– and were happy about it.” That was the 
transgression of the Jews in Persia during 
the story of Purim. The Jewish community 
participated in the feast of the king where 
the vessels of the Beis HaMikdash were 
used, and they enjoyed themselves.1 The 

1  See Megillah 12a along with Gilyonei 
Hashas on that daf. 

Just for Not 
Being Happy? 
)דברים  בשמחה...  אלקיך  ה’  את  עבדת  לא  אשר  תחת 

כח:מז(

Because you did not serve Hashem, your 
God, with happiness… (Devarim 28:47)

After citing several atrocities, the Torah 
provides a reason why these calamities 
will befall Am Yisrael: “Because you 
did not serve Hashem, your God, with 
happiness and with gladness of heart.” 
Is it possible that we are punished so 
severely because we did not serve Hashem 
joyfully? If one fulfills all 613 mitzvot, but 
without a smile, is he deserving of such 
harsh punishment? 

The Shalheves Yosef suggests as follows. 
Two individuals can perform the same act, 
yet it can be perceived totally differently. 
The Gemara (Kiddushin 31a) explains 
that one person might do seemingly great 
things for his parents, but get punished 
for doing so, and someone else might 
seemingly disrespect his parents but 
obtain great reward. The difference is in 
how they show honor to their parents. If 
it was done regretfully, with a sour face 
and a grunt, then it is meaningless and 
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tragedies of the tokhaha come upon us 
not just because we succumbed to our 
desires and transgressed the precepts of 
the Torah, but because we enjoyed it and 
were happy that we violated the Torah. 
That is more troubling to Hashem. When 
we falter because it was difficult for us 
to refrain and we feel bad about it, we 
are more easily forgiven. When we are 
proud of our violations of the Torah, then 
ramifications are severe. 2

Together, these two interpretations 
instruct us not to enjoy sin and to 
appreciate and fulfill each and every 
mitzva with excitement.  As the Yamim 
Noraim approach, it is a time to strengthen 
our connection to God. To enhance our 
tefillos and study of Torah and to perform 
mitzvos and acts of chesed wholeheartedly 
and enthusiastically. To experience 
“simcha gedola lehiyot b’mitzva!” 

2  Some suggest that this was also the root 
problem of the golden calf transgression.  
Moshe smashed the lukhot not when 
Hashem informed him of the nation’s act 
of idolatry, but only after he witnessed their 
singing, dancing and festivities around the 
golden calf.  
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Targeted  
Tefilah

There are very few places in the 
Torah that we find an outlined 
text for saying a specific tefilah to 

Hashem.  At the conclusion of offering 
the tithes in the third year, the Torah 
instructs a person to ‘confess’- to 
declare that he followed the protocol as 
instructed, he then says, “Gaze down 
from your holy abode [ma’on], from the 
heavens and bless your people Israel and 
the ground that You gave us…” (Devarim 
26;15). Why is doing the will of Hashem 
referred to as a confession and how do we  
qualify this tefilah?

Rav Soloveitchik explains that this type of 
confession is a prerequisite to confessing 
when one has done something wrong.  
A person must know that he is capable 
of accomplishing and doing mitzvot the 
exact way Hashem has commanded.  If a 
person cannot confess and recognize this, 
then when it comes to sins, he will more 
readily abdicate responsibility and claim 

that he incapable of doing the right thing. 
As such, he will have zero expectations 
from himself.  Only when a person can 
state his honest adherence to mitzvot, will 
his confession of sin takes on significance.

Rav Diner, in Mikdash Halevi points 
out the curious expression used here, 
“I have done, ‘kechol’ of what was 
commanded.”  One does not say that he 
has completely fulfilled the command, 
rather, almost completely, with the 
‘kaf’ before ‘kol’.  Ultimately, this is the 
confession.  Even when we manage to 
do what we are commanded there is 
always room for improvement.  We never 
do ‘kol’ – everything - to the extent and 
with the correct mindset that has been 
mandated.  As we stand a few weeks 
before Rosh Hashana, our introspection is 
not limited to what we have done wrong, 
it also includes what we have done right, 
considering how we can improve and 
do better.  We daven, can we have more 
kavanah? We keep Shabbat, can we make 
our conversation more in sync with the 
spirit of Shabbat?      

The Ohr Hachayim Hakdosh notes the 
double language – ‘your holy abode’ and 
‘heaven’ -- refers to two kinds of blessing.  
The first is a spiritual blessing, to infuse 
purity into the people.  The second is a 
blessing of physical abundance for the 
land.  Rav Moshe Goldstein in Sha’arei 

רפואה שלמה
טובה אסתר בת לאה מרים

צילה בת מרים
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Chayim draws our attention to the heaven 
termed ma’on, the highest of the seven 
heavens.  When one completes a mitzvah 
there is great joy, ma’on is the heaven 
where this joy is found.

The Chafetz Chayim infers from this that 
there exists an auspicious time to daven 
at the conclusion of a mitzvah. It is a time 
of favor in heaven that can be accessed to 
draw down blessing.  Hence, the Torah is 
teaching us here a paradigm of when and 
how to daven. This is one of the reasons 
that we have the ‘harachaman’ at the 
conclusion of birkat hamazon, a mitzvah 
diorayta. Upon concluding the bentching 
we add our special tefillot to invite 
bounty into our lives.  Likewise, women 
traditionally embrace candle lighting on 
Friday night as a special time of tefillah 
for the spiritual welfare of their families.  

So here is the take-home; strive to do 
mitzvot with fullness and completeness.  
The goal is to feel the simcha of a mitzvah 
that reaches the level of ‘ma’on.’  Each 
mitzvah we do creates an opportunity for 
us to daven and ask Hashem at this time 
of favor for His generous bounty to flow 
from Above. 

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR 
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.
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The Joy  
of Mitzvot

Reb Shlomo Freifeld zt’l, the beloved 
Rosh Yeshivah and founder of 
Yeshivah Sh’or Yashuv, was a unique 

talmid chacham, legendary educator, and 
larger than life Torah personality that 
enjoyed particularly close, honest and 
personal relationships with his students. 
One morning at Shacharis, a close talmid 
observed Reb Shlomo laying tefillin. After 
wrapping the tefillin shel yad around his 
arm, Reb Shlomo stopped, and with his 
eyes closed, was seemingly lost in thought. 
Only after a few lengthy moments of 
reflection, did the Rosh Yeshivah continue 
wrapping his tefillin shel rosh. 

After davening, the student approached 
his Rebbi and asked why he had delayed 
placing the tefillin on his head, inquiring 
if the pause did not possibly constitute a 
hefsek, an interruption in the mitzvah. 
Reb Shlomo smiled and related a story 
from Masechet Brachos (30b): R’ Yirmiya 
was ‘excessively’ joyful. When R’ Zeira 
inquired as to why,  R’ Yirmiya replied 

with wonder: Ana tefillin manachna, “I am 
putting on tefillin!”

“The act of wrapping tefillin ought to fill 
the heart with joy,” Explained Reb Shlomo 
zt’l.  “Today, I just didn’t feel it, so I paused 
to reflect upon what was holding me back 
from feeling happy. Only once I felt the 
appropriate simchah shel mitzvah did I 
continue laying my tefillin shel rosh.” 

AWAKEN  SIMCHAH

Tachas asher lo avadeta es Hashem 
Elokecha b’simcha u’btuv levav… “Because 
you did not serve the Lord, your God, with 
happiness…” (Devarim, 28:47) Thus our 
sedra pinpoints the cause of all the painful 
Tochacha, Rebukes, and the calamities 
listed there. The severity of this warning 
is not lost on the meforshim, numerous of 
whom seek to understand the important 
role that ‘serving G-d with joy’ plays in 
mitzvah observance and Jewish life.

Rabbeinu Bachaye (28:47) explains that 
the joy experienced when performing a 

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com
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mitzvah is itself a mitzvah, and that there 
is a reward for both the performance of 
the commandment as well as the joy with 
which it is fulfilled. 

Reb Tzadok HaKohein of Lublin zy’a 
pointed out that “b’Simchah” are the same 
letters as Machshavah, meaning that 
our thoughts and emotional state in our 
service of Hashem is a mental choice that 
we have to make. We are called upon to 
choose and awaken a state of joy in our  
fulfillment of mitzvos. 

Ramabam (Hilchos Lulav, 8:15) cites the 
warning from our sedra to express the 
severity of the commandment to keep 
mitzvos b’simchah: “The joy we express in 
performance of a mitzvah and the love it 
expresses for G-d who commanded it, is an 
avoda gedola, a major act of Divine service. 
Whomever does not do so (serve Hashem 
with joy) is worthy of punishment….” 
Rambam frames the emotions we ought to 
feel as an act of sacrifice before Hashem, 
for even if we ‘don’t feel it’ or find it 
challenging to awaken simchah, digging 
deeper and working toward performing 
our obligations with vitality and joy 
expresses humility, faith and love for 
Hashem. It is a praiseworthy act. 

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Best Value in Rechavia! 4 rooms, 90m, 4th 
floor with Shabbat Elevator. Great shape, 
Private Land. 3.19m NIS
Heart of Old Katamon. Right by the 
Shtieblach. Ground floor no stairs. 3.5 rooms, 
75m, great shape, 2.28m NIS
For rent in brand new upscale building in 
Baka. 5 room with garden-  9,800NIS or a 
2 room- 4300 NIS. Shabbat elevators and 
private parking

It is understandable and natural that our 
daily or regular mitzvah observances 
feel routine and staid, at times. Without 
a conscious, proactive choice to engage 
them with joy, the same pair of tzitzis, 
tefillin, sidur liturgy and bentching text 
day and day out, can seem stale. Even 
the most uplifting, sacred moments like 
Shabbos candle-lighting or Kabbalas 
Shabbos could become automatic and 
ritualized, if we don’t make efforts to 
unearth the wellsprings of joy hidden 
within them. 

May we remember to be patient with 
ourselves and dig deep in our preparation 
for and observance of Torah and mitzvos, 
so that we may be able to summon 
the appropriate simchah of fulfilling  
ratzon Hashem! 
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

One of the great religious 
personalities of the pre-state 
Yishuv and early years of Medinat 

Yisrael, was the Ohalei Yaakov of Tel Aviv, 
Rabbi Yaakov Friedman, zt’l, the Admor 
of Husiyatin zy’a. The Rebbe of Husiyatin, 
was fortunate to make aliya from Poland, 
just ahead of the Nazi onslaught, settling 
in Tel Aviv in 1938, where he lived until 
his passing in 1954. Within the Rebbe’s 
beautiful teachings we not only find depth 
and inspiration, but are often given a 
glimpse of this very challenging period in 
Jewish History.

The Ohalei Yaakov shared a powerful 
message on this Shabbat of Parshat Ki 
Tavo in 1952. Our  sedra opens with  
the words:

V’haya Ki Tavo El Haaretz - And it shall be 
when you arrive upon the Land...

The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh, in his 
comments on this verse explains: V’haya 
- Lashon Simcha. Our arrival to the Land 
of Israel is something to celebrate and 
rejoice over! 

The Rebbe of Husiyatin, asked regarding 
this insight of the Ohr HaChaim:

When we look at the reality and spiritual 
circumstances here in Eretz Yisrael today 
(in 1952), one can’t help but ask - how are 
we to rejoice? Yes, indeed we have merited 

to receive the gift of Medinat Yisrael, and 
the beginning of the ingathering of the 
Exiles, but how can we rejoice when we 
look at the lack of spirituality which seems 
rampant among us? I do not wish to pass 
judgment, Chas V’Shalom, rather our way 
is always to find merit and see the good. 
There are three reasons for the spiritual 
malaise which is so worrisome and a cause 
for deep concern. 1. A portion of our people 
have received a poor education 2. A portion 
of our people live in difficult conditions 
and circumstances, abject poverty. 3. 
The Shoah nearly decimated our people 
and left so many broken physically and 
despondent emotionally and spiritually;  
we have yet to recover.

However, there is no room for despair! 
The Torah has already promised us that 
indeed the Jewish people will return to the 
ways of Hakadosh Baruch Hu - V’Shavta Ad 
Hashem Elokecha. 

For rent - short term
Newly renovated apartment – 

City Center Jerusalem – Rechavia Ground 
floor with a few steps – easily accessible. 

Near Great-Synagogue
2 bedrooms, 1 en-suite – and a separate family 

bathroom. Strictly kosher kitchen
Large living area. Photos available upon 

request via email: ams@avracon.ch
For further details please contact:

+41 79 404 7982
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This spiritual renewal will not come from 
America, or from England or from any 
other place, except for here in Eretz Yisrael.
The spiritual renewal of Am Yisrael will 
indeed come forth from this Center of 
Jewish Life we are building now here in 
Eretz Yisrael....”

Baruch Hashem, in the sixty-eight years 
since the Rebbe shared this powerful 
message, the growth of Torah learning, 
Jewish commitment and ritual observance 
has indeed grown exponentially. Yehi 
Ratzon, may we indeed merit to see 
continued spiritual transformation taking 
root here in our sacred Land, and may 
we experience in the days ahead the 
redemption and transformation of the 
entire world, which will flow forth from 
Artzeinu HaKedosha. 

zakonmetal@gmail.com

/zakonmetal052.8855653

SERV ICES

Renovations
Electrical & Plumbing

Framing & Drywall
Aluminum Windows & Screens

Metal Work & Bars
Painting

LaBriut, RBS Specialty Health Center, is recruiting Medical and Dental specialists to provide the residents 
of Ramat Beit Shemesh, Beit Shemesh, and all of central Israel with the very best medical and dental specialty 
care available. With the anticipated opening of our multi-specialty center this fall, medical and dental 
providers are invited to use our beautiful and professional offices for consulting  and treating private and/or 
kupot cholim patients during single or multiple sessions (morning, afternoon, evening), or on a full-time basis.

We invite Israel board certified specialists in the following specialties 
(adult and pediatric) to consider this wonderful opportunity.

 Cardiology
 Pulmonology
 Gastroenterology
 Dermatology
 Otolaryngology
 Urology
 Orthopedics
 Neurology
 Endocrinology

 Rheumatology
 Ophthalmology
 Surgery
 Psychiatry
 Podiatry
 Psychology, Physiotherapy, 

   Speech Therapy, 
   Occupational Therapy, 
   Chiropractic, Counseling

 Endodontist
 Periodontist
 Oral Surgeon
Oral facial pain / TMJ

For more information, email us at labriuthealthcenter@gmail.comFor more information, email us at labriuthealthcenter@gmail.com

DENTAL SPECIALISTS MEDICAL SPECIALISTS 

Ultrasound 
3D/4D Imaging

 Available Options
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OU ISRAEL CENTER   l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG   l     02-560-9110

CHESED4U
Chesed4U is offering a new opportunity!

Learn how to “Zoom” into shiurim, 
events and social meetings

 
If you are 75+ and have a computer, laptop or 

smartphone that has internet and want to learn how 
to use the Zoom interactive video platform, we have 

volunteers that will teach you via the phone.

Call or email Chana Spivack to register 
for this free program.
cspivack@ouisrael.org  050-229-4951
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OU ISRAEL CENTER     l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 8:30PM

Food for Thought

 Rosh Hashana Cooking Demo
 with Torah Insights

Join us virtually as four special women 
present their Rosh Hashana recipes, 

alongside words of Torah and inspiration.  

https://zoom.us/j/85706073239

Go to 
www.ouisrael.org/rhrecipes

to register and receive a list of ingredients

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l     22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM     l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

THURSDAYS, 9:15AM STARTING SEPT. 3

Elul Tanach Midrasha

with Zemira Ozarowski
Inspiration from the Torah Readings 
of the Yamim Noraim
u Shirat Chana
u Akeidat Yitzchak
u Sefer Yonah

Zoom link: 
https://zoom.us/j/81195417604
Register to receive sourcesheets at 
www.ouisrael.org/elulmidrasha
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Women Reaching HigherWed. September 30, Tishrei 12, 9:00AM - 1:00PM

SAVE THE DATE

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h 
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל

In Preparation for Sukkot!

VIRTUAL TISHREI WOMEN’S LEARNING SEMINAR

For detailed schedule of speakers:  
www.ouisrael.org/tishrei2020 

Join us at: 
https://zoom.us/j/87469121375

FREE OF CHARGE

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l   WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG      l   02-5609110

OU ISRAEL CENTER      l      WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG      l     02-560-9100

TESHUVA IN TROUBLED TIMES: 
“Doing good” vs “Doing No Harm”
סור מרע ועשה טוב

A Special pre- Rosh HaShana Address by 

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, PhD, 
Executive Vice President Emeritus, 

Orthodox Union

Yeshurun Central Synagogue, The Jerusalem Great 
Synagogue & OU Israel proudly present

WED. SEPTEMBER 16, 2020, 8:00PM

http:// https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83014137093
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VIRTUAL 
MOTHER-DAUGHTER 
PRE-SUKKOT EVENT

CHAVRUSA LEARNING + 
MINI-SHIUR/DISCUSSION + ART PROJECT Women Reaching Higher

Recommended for girls aged 9-12 
Register (FREE) at 

ouisrael.org/sukkotmd 
and we’lll send you details

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 7:00PM

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l     22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM     l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

WEDNESDAYS, 8:30PM ISRAEL TIME

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l        WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Shiur will be given in easy Hebrew - 
Great chance to improve your Hebrew 

and be inspired at the same time!! 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/2244321902

New weekly Parsha shiur 
with Rav Meir Goldwicht  

Rosh Yeshiva at Yeshiva University
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OU Israel at          Online Shiurim & Programs  in the comfort of your Home

SUN, SEP 6 MON,  SEP 7 TUE,  SEP 8 WED,  SEP 9 THURS,  SEP 10

9:15 AM
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski
Torah Readings of the Yamim 
Noraim https://zoom.
us/j/81195417604 

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua 
https://zoom.us/j/615813416

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal
https://zoom.us/j/488542635 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.us/j/887981820 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn. 
Parshat HaShavua 
https://zoom.us/j/2624570009

9:00 AM
Rabbi David Walk
Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

10:15 AM
Rabbi Aharon Adler
The Giants who Shaped 
Modern Orthodoxy
https://zoom.
us/j/403831319

11:30 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz
Mishlei: 
Wisdom for Life (L’Ayla) 
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

9:15 AM
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/144986284

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron 
Goldscheider
Chasidut on the Parsha
https://zoom.
us/j/700303855 

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, Family and Society 
in the writings of 
Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook 
and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.
us/j/81925157325

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/888974573

9:00 PM
Rabbi Sam Shor
Penimiut HaTorah- 
Inspiration from the 
Masters of Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz 
Minchat  Chinuch 
https://zoom.
us/j/89983298537

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/98629920642  

10:30 AM
Rabbi Avi Herzog
Sefer HaKuzari 
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/84083193142

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820  

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz 
(L’Ayla)
 Tefillot of Yamim Noraim
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

9:00 AM
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel 
Halacha and Medina 
https://zoom.
us/j/6878683646

10:15 AM
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Contemporary Issues 
in Halacha & Hashkafa
https://zoom.us/j/460662359

11:30 AM
Rabbi Alan Kimche
Great Jewish Thinkers
https://zoom.
us/j/772450422

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Halacha https://zoom.
us/j/709706986

8:30 PM
Rabbi Ezra Friedman
Practical Kashrut
https://zoom.
us/j/698124792 

8:30 PM
Rav Meir Goldwicht 
(Hebrew) Parshat Hashavua
https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/

MISSED A CLASS?
 You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

*L’AYLA CLASSES 
ARE FOR 

WOMEN ONLY

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE
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Immersion 
of Coated and 
Lined Utensils

An important factor regarding the 
laws of tevilat keilim (immersing 
utensils) is whether food directly 

touches the utensil. Normally utensils 
must be immersed only when they come 
in direct contact with food or liquid 
(Shulchan Aruch YD 120:4, Chochmat 
Adam 73:9). Stove grates, for example, are 
exempt from immersion, as they don’t 
directly touch food. 

As mentioned in previous articles, the 
Rema (120:7) rules that wherever only 
a small area of a material requiring 
immersion (such as glass or metal) touches 
the food, there is no obligation to immerse. 
The Rema’s logic is that the metal or glass 
component is so insignificant that halacha 
doesn’t consider it substantial enough to 
require immersion. 

In today’s kitchen, it is common to find 
permanent or temporary coatings on 
dishes, pans, and other cookware. This 
article will discuss the halachic status of 
these materials.

Among the later authorities who discuss 

coated utensils, the Maharsham (3:20) 
considers the obligation of tevilah for 
enameled pots. Enamel is a coating used 
on metal utensils to give them a smooth 
finish. The coating is usually made of 
clay or ceramic. The Maharsham rules 
that enameled utensils require tevilah. 
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (cited 
repeatedly in Sefer Tevilat Keilim) rules 
likewise. Both poskim agree that the 
coating is insignificant to the utensil and 
thus doesn’t change the obligation of 
tevilah. In addition, since the coating is 
baked onto the utensil, they’re considered 
one entity made of metal with a clay 
overlay; the coating is negated by the 
utensil (Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, 
cited in Sefer Tevilat Keilim p. 124). 
(Modern enamel is also made partially 
from silica glass, which would obligate the 
utensil to be immersed in any case.) 

Modern authorities apply the same logic 
to Teflon nonstick pans. Since the Teflon 
becomes part of the utensil and is only a 
coating, tevilah is required (Mayim Chaim 
163; Encyclopedia of Kosher Food, p.100, 
cites that this was the opinion of Rav 
Mordechai Eliyahu).

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach extends 
this logic to numerous scenarios 
associated with tevilat keilim. If a utensil 
is covered for decorative purposes, tevilah 
is still required. For example, metal 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education
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utensils covered with a thick coat of paint 
require tevilah, because a layer of color 
is halachically insignificant. Likewise, a 
metal breadbasket into which a decorative 
napkin is always placed under the bread 
requires immersion. 

Rav Shlomo Zalman added that simply 
wrapping a piece of paper or cloth 
around food doesn’t exempt the container 
in which it is placed. As such, a glass 
candy jar containing wrapped sweets  
must be immersed. 

The principle behind all these halachot is 
that a minor covering or coating doesn’t 
change the requirement of immersion.

Another practical application relates to 
baking paper or paper towels used to line 
utensils. Baking pans lined with baking 
paper require immersion, as the paper 
isn’t part of the pan and is insignificant to 
the utensil (see Chelkat Binyamin 120:34 
and Bein Yisrael LaAmim 13:20). 

Similarly, a paper towel placed on a 
glass microwave turntable doesn’t 
exempt it from immersion. Although 
food is usually not placed directly on the 

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

turntable, if food is placed there even 
once, or even on a paper towel, the glass 
requires tevilah (see OU Kashrut page,  
Parashat Devarim 5780). 

Likewise, a metal oven rack must be 
immersed if food, such as bread, will 
be placed on it directly or even on  
aluminum foil.

To summarize:

A glass or metal utensil requires 
immersion if it comes in direct contact 
with food. Generally, stove grates are 
exempt from immersion.

Enamel and Teflon-coated pots/
pans require immersion, as the 
coating merges with the utensil and is  
halachically insignificant.

Painted glass or metal utensils  
must be immersed.

Baking pans, glass microwave turntables, 
and oven racks require immersion 
even when separated from food by a 
minor layer such as baking paper or 
paper towels, which are halachically 
insignificant. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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Every week we are honored at Torah Tidbits to receive your feedback by phone and 
electronically.  We love hearing how much you enjoy the weekly publication and 
that it adds so much to your week and your celebration of Shabbat. We thought 
that we would share a sample from one of our readers with you this week. Thanks 
again for all your support and uplifting comments especially over these challenging 
months we have all been facing together. Best wishes from your family at OU Israel!

Dear Rabbis Shor and Goldscheider,

I just want to let you know how much I appreciate the OU and the Torah Tidbits.  
The Torah Tidbits is like a lifeline for me during this challenging time.  I plan my 
day around the shiurim in the morning.  The rabbis and rebbetzins are so learned 
and skilled in all their various styles of lecturing, and so engaging!  It is really a joy 
to learn with them and a huge personal bracha for me.

The Torah Tidbits is an essential part of our Shabbat experience.  I keep 
reviewing it all week as well.  This week, I reached out to Rabbi Friedman, who 
writes the column on kashrut.  I am so grateful that he included  a phone number  
in his column. 

 I did not grow up religious, and I have been uncertain about many  issues related 
to the status of parve.  I collected questions over several weeks and I asked Rabbi 
Friedman about them.  He very patiently explained all the issues, after asking me 
clarification  questions, and gave me very thorough answers.

Thanks once again for your excellent publication and your kindness in distributing 
it in Beit Shemesh.

Debbie 

FROM OUR READERS
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Wine & Thyme
CATERING AND EVENT SERVICE

For more details & menu contact 0527704446 or email  
wineandthymeisrael@gmail.com 

e
Delivery available in the Jerusalem area

New in Jerusalem

Take away for Shabbos | A variety of good Jewish food
Under the the supervision of the  
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Doorways

Where is the proper 
place to stand in a  
synagogue?

The Talmud offers the following 
instructions: “A person should always 
enter through two doorways in the 
synagogue...and then pray.” (Berachot 
8a). It is noteworthy that there are 
three interpretations of this statement 
and all were accepted as halacha  
(Shulchan Aruch 90:20). 

The first explanation is that one must enter 
inside the synagogue at least the distance 
equal to the width of two small doorways 
(about 25 inches), since one who prays 
next to the entrance makes it seem that 
prayer is a burden to him and therefore 
stands there in order to leave immediately 
(Rashi). The second explanation is that one 
should not sit close to the entrance so as 
not to look outside and be distracted from 
one’s prayers (Maharam MiRutenberg). 
A third explanation cited in the Shulchan 
Aruch is that the person coming to pray 
must pause a few seconds, equivalent 
to the amount of time it takes to enter 
two doorways, before beginning to 
pray, in order to devote his thoughts to  
prayer (Rosh).

Regarding the halacha, the Sfat Emet in 
the name of the illustrious Rebbe Simcha 
Bunim of Peshischa relayed a spiritual 
insight (Tavo 5646): The Talmud’s statement 
regarding ‘entering the doorway’ alludes 
to two spiritual doorways through which a 
person must pass before he starts praying. 
In the first doorway, he must rid his mind 
of the worldly matters troubling him that 
distract him.  In the second doorway, he 
must direct his full attention and kavanah 
to serving Hashem.

In parshat Ki Tavo the pasuk says: “It 
shall be if you listen to the voice of  
Hashem.” (28:1)

The Midrash explains this pasuk by 
quoting the following pasuk in Mishlei 
(8:35): “Happy is the man who listens to me, 
who is persistent at my doors every day, to 
guard the doorposts of my entrances.”

“What is meant by “Happy is the person 
who listens to me”? The Holy One blessed 
is He, said, “Fortunate is the person when 
all he hears is for my sake.”....What is 
meant by “who is persistent by the 
door”? If you have gone to pray inside the 
synagogue, do not stand at the outer door to 
pray there; rather, be sure to enter the door 
within the door...and what is meant by “to 
guard the doorposts of my entrances”? 
...Just as the doorpost does not budge from 
the entranceway, so too, you should never 
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budge from the synagogue and study 
halls.’” (Midrash Rabah, Ki Tavo 7:2)

Sfat Emet

Indeed, the Sfat Emet was fond of this 
midrash, returning to it again and again. 
He utilized this passage to offer three 
lessons for spiritual success:

1. Why Am I Stationed In This Place?

The Sfat Emet says: Standing at the 
doorstep is suggestive of the idea that one 
has yet to encounter what is found inside 
the room. As we journey through life and 
find ourselves at different junctions, it 
is incumbent upon us to search for the 
deeper meaning and purpose as to why we 
are found in a particular place. We need to 
listen closely to perhaps hidden messages 
that we need to access. This is the message 
being conveyed in the first half of the pasuk, 
“Happy is the man who listens to me, who 
is persistent at my door…” The ‘double 
doors’, which is the term employed in the 
pasuk, is suggestive of the notion that we 
search deeper and deeper with the intent 
of discovering the true significance and 
worth of one’s situation and the potential 
that is embedded in that station of life.  
)תרל"ב ד"ה במדרש אם(

2. Always A New Doorway to Enter

He taught that at each doorway or portal 
a person reaches in life another doorway 
is waiting to be opened. We should never 
allow ourselves to feel content regarding 
past achievements and accomplishments.  
There is a danger in life that once we 
attain a certain plateau, we will fail to 
reach for the next rung. Perhaps the next 
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rung which one failed to try to achieve 
could have catapulted that person to 
greatness. We must remain eager to set 
new goals and take on new challenges.  
 )תרל"ח ד"ה במדרש שמוע(

3. Steadfast At The Door

In a third explanation the Sfat Emet focuses 
on the phrase: “...to guard the doorposts 
of my entrances.”  The Rebbe echoes the 
Talmud and states: Just as the doorpost 
remains firmly affixed to the entrance or 
the gate, so too a Jew is to remain at the 
gate of Heaven with their prayers in hand...
never easing up on supplicating before the 
King of the World. )תרמ"א ד"ה במדרש אם(

At this time of year in particular, says the 
Rebbe, during the month of Elul, Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, our prayers 
have even greater potential to penetrate 
the gates that are often locked. The Rebbe 
powerfully added: “The prayers that did 
not ascend to heaven over the past year, 
ascend with our prayers that we offer 
on these solemn days.” Somehow those 
prayers that  may have lacked potency 
over the past year are now retrieved and 
are catapulted heavenward along with the 
prayers of the High Holidays.

A touching story about Reb Aryeh Levin 
zt”l, belovedly known as the ‘Tzaddik 
of Yerushalayim’, is apt to share in 
this context. He was revered by all 
that knew him and cherished for his 
righteousness and profound sensitivity. 
The downtrodden and broken-hearted of 
Jerusalem would make their way to the 
Tzaddik’s home knowing that they would 
be received with love and be offered 

comfort and an uplifting word.

An elderly woman arrived at Reb Aryeh 
doorstep. A mere glance at her countenance 
revealed her deep despair. She turned to 
the Rabbi: “Rabbi, my beloved husband 
passed away just a few days ago from a 
terrible sickness. He was sick for months. I 
sat by his side day and night. I prayed and 
prayed and wept many tears. So now I ask 
you, ‘Where are all the tears that I cried 
over the last months? Where did they go? 
Where are all the chapters of Tehillim that 
I said? What did God do with the hours of 
weeping and wailing? 

Reb Aryeh turned to the woman with 
loving empathy; tears welled up in his eyes. 
He sat for a moment hoping he could find 
the right words and offer a response that 
was sincere. He then said the following: 
You must know something. God in Heaven 
collects every single tear, every single 
prayer. None are ever lost. Our Father in 
Heaven places them in a chest - every tear, 
every word of Tehillim, every cry - and in 
the end Hashem will lift up the chest high, 
turn it over, and spread the contents of 
the chest all over the world - so that the 
world be engulfed in goodness and love.”  
(Tikon Le’ad Vol 2, p.259)

Shem MiShmuel

This memorable midrash, describing 
doorways we await to enter, caught 
the attention of another eminent 
Chassidic Master, the Shem Mishmuel,  
Rebbe Shmuel Bornstein (1855-1926).

The Rebbe asked, “What is the main 
function of a door?” He suggested that a 
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door is affixed often to create a barrier or 
protection. From a spiritual perspective 
we are guilty at times of placing doors, 
blockages, at the entranceways to our 
minds and our hearts. We don’t allow 
the wisdom and purity of the Torah to 
penetrate. We build a barrier to our 
minds, the seat of our intellect, when we 
allow ego and self importance to  block out 
other perspectives. Our hearts, the seat 
of emotion, fail to be moved by the spirit 
of the Torah because we are entrenched 
in materialistic pursuits. We then even 
despair of achieving spiritual greatness 
(Shem Mishmuel תרע"ו)

The hebrew word for a door is delet, which 
comes from the word dal, says the Rebbe, 
has two possible meanings - which are 
contradictory. This word can mean ‘high’ 
or can mean ‘low’. When the doors that 
shield the mind are too high due to our 
arrogance, we block out the profundity of 
Torah. Conversely, when we take ourselves 
to a lowly place due to overindulgence 
in physicality and materialism we plug 
up our hearts and our emotions and 
fail to forge a closeness and intimacy  
with the Almighty.

On the basis of this introduction, the Shem 
Mi Shmuel explains the midrash. One who 
waits by the door refers to a person who 
finds the ‘doors’ of his mind and heart shut 
closed. Such a person may think it’s futile 
to pray and study in this unreceptive state. 
But King Solomon in his book of Mishlei 
teaches us to ‘await by the doors’ - even 
when we are not moved by the prayers 
and learning. Why? Because the door may 
suddenly swing open. 
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In this vein the Rebbe quotes his illustrious 
grandfather the Kotzker Rebbe, who 
observed the verse from the Sh’ma that we 
recite, “And these matters that I command 
you today should be upon your heart, 
instead of using the more natural “in”your 
heart. This indicates that even when the 
heart is closed to holy matters let the 
words of prayer and study accumulate on 
the heart. In that way when they build up 
there, and the doors eventually open, they 
will fall in. The sacred buildup that will 
enter inside enlarges and ennobles one 
heart and soul.

Meshech Chochmah

A third rabbinic luminary who elucidated 
this midrash was the preeminent Meshech 
Chochmah, Rabbi Meir Simcha of Dvinsk 
(1843-1926). He lived during the same 
period as the Shem Mishmuel; both passed 
away in the same year, 1926.

Interestingly, Rabbi Meir Simcha in a 
similar vein suggested the imagery of 
‘doorways’ as representing the two portals 
through which a person actualizes and 
enhances their Jewish lives. There is the 
avenue of the mind and the avenue of the 
heart; we engage in both modalities in our 
search for wisdom and truth, pursuing a 
path of sacred living (Meshech Chochmah, 
Parshat Vayerah 22:14)

Rav Meir Simcha posited that there is 
one place on the globe that epitomizes 
this vision and ideal: Yerushalayim. The 
name of the city itself alludes to this 
concept. Yeru, from the word Yir’ah, 
meaning awe, connotes the idea of 
intellectual or philosophic pursuit of a 

Divine being. The word Shalem, which 
means wholeness, refers to the idea 
of correcting one flaw and developing 
a deeper sense of brotherhood and 
morality toward all mankind.

The midrash says that our forefather 
Avraham named the city Yirah, based 
on his theological explorations and 
epiphanies that came to fruition in that 
place. Shem, the son of Noach, named the 
city Shalem, a place that would epitomize 
improvement and mastery of the middot 
that were horribly perverted by his 
generation, the generation of the flood. 
The Almighty said, ‘Both names together 
perfectly capture the essence of the holy 
city, therefore it will be called both: Yeru-
shalayim.” (Bereshit Rabbah 56:16)

When we pray for the rebuilding 
of Yerushalayim each day, we have 
both the physical city and its spiritual  
perfection in mind.

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook zt”l was 
on a fundraising trip in America. A 
wealthy individual met with the saintly 
rabbi and said, “I am willing to make a 
sizable contribution if you can answer 
the following question that I have. At 
the conclusion of the Pesach Seder Jews 
around the world pray, “Next Year in 
Jerusalem. I understand why Jews in the 
diaspora say these words. But a Jew of 
Jerusalem - are they not already there?

Rav Kook answered: “The matter is quite 
simple my friend” he explained. First of 
all in Jerusalem we add a word. We say, 
“Next Year in a Rebuilt Jerusalem.  The 
Temple is not yet rebuilt. We still have 
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much to achieve.”

“But there is more”, continued Rav Kook 
with a smile on his face.

When we beseech God, “Next Year In 
Jerusalem” we mean that we hope to be 
there in the fullest sense - in body and 
soul and thought.” In these areas as well 
we have much to achieve.’ (Based on An 
Angel Among Men, Rabbi Simcha Raz,  
pp. 253-254)

The metaphor of ‘doorways’ conveys the 
inspiring notion that a Jew persistently 
pursues spiritual nobility and sanctity. 
May we merit to enter these holy spaces.

  This is the  - "זה השער לה' ,צדיקים יבאו בא"
gateway of the Lord; through it, the 
righteous will enter (Tehillim 118:20).  
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Turning Bad 
Times to  
Good Times

There are good times and bad times. 
This week’s Parsha relates of the 
horrendous results of not fulfilling 

our obligations to Hashem with the 
proper attitude. Curses will be actualized 
upon the people “because you will not 
have hearkened to the voice of Hashem...
because you did not serve Hashem your 
God with gladness and goodness of 
heart when everything was abundant” 
(Devarim 28:45-47).

Now, we would expect that misfortunes 
would occur to us on account of idol 
worship or because of Lashon Hara 
or any number of other significant 
misdemeanors. But because we did not 
serve Hashem in joy when things were 
going well? How do we explain that?

We might first recall the importance 
that our kings of old attached to  
Simchah. Who is not familiar, for  
example, with verses such as  
 Serve“ - "עבדו את ה' בשמחה בואו לפניו ברננה"
Hashem with joy and present yourself 
to Him in ecstasy” (Tehillim 100:2) or  

 And I praised the“ - ושבחתי אני את השמחה
[concept of] joy” (Kohelet 8:15). The latter 
verse, in particular, was said to relate to 
the joy attached to the Simchah of Mitzva.

Our Parsha speaks of the rewards for 
fulfilling the Mitzvot. The rabbis, however, 
also stressed the emotional involvement in 
their observance. If we now return to our 
opening verse, we could imagine – in good 
times – uttering the Birkat Hamazon, thus 
thanking Hashem for His benevolence. 
That is well and good. But we mumbled 
the prayer; we felt it was a burden to 
express; we were thinking about our next 
meeting at work.

In short, we had no joy in the Mitzva at 
all! Our service of Hashem was lacking – 
because we should enjoy being involved 
in the Mitzva for its own sake. That, too, 
is a Mitzva! Moreover, notes R. Shlomo 
Aviner, there is an additional reward for 
delighting in its observance.  

The corollary of this mindfulness, the 
Rav remarks, is that any Mitzva should 
be carried out with Kavannah, with the 
proper intentions and the understanding 
of the Mitzva’s intrinsic value so that the 
joy attached to its observance is genuine. 

Rav Aviner is aware that joy is not an 
attribute that is easy to attain, especially 
when we are absorbed in the day-to-

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM
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day humdrum of life and coping with 
its issues. Perhaps that is why the 
Torah stresses that we should serve 
Hashem with the right attitude of mind 
when all is going well for us. Then,  
we have no excuses. 

In any case, Rav Aviner offers a small 
piece of advice to set us on our way to 
gladness, appreciation, and thankfulness: 
Let each day be a new beginning. At 
every dawn, put aside thoughts of the 
iniquities we have performed, not in a 
light-headed spirit but with thoughts 
of better serving Hashem – with joy. In 
that spirit, and following the words of 
the prophet Yeshayahu (49:15), measure 
for measure, Hashem will “forget” our 
transgressions and (joyfully) forgive our 
sins – and, Be’ezrat Hashem, turn the  
curses into blessings. 

Shabbat Shalom!
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Trapping and 
Releasing on 
Shabbat
Question: A couple of weeks ago, we saw 
a mouse in the house and put out a cage 
trap. A mouse was trapped last Shabbat. 
Because we felt bad for the mouse, we 
took it (on Shabbat) to an isolated area 
and let it out. Did we violate anything 
by trapping the mouse on Shabbat, or 
by letting it out (like some melachot that 
come in pairs, like tying and untying)? 
Was the cage muktzeh and, if yes, did 
tza’ar ba’alei chayim justify taking it out? 

Answer: At first glance, whether you 
violated tzad (trapping) with your cage 
is the subject of a machloket between 
Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel (Shabbat 
17b). The former says that one may not 
put out traps before Shabbat unless 
he can assume the prey will be caught 
before Shabbat. Beit Hillel, like whom 
we pasken, says a broad rule that one 
does not violate melachot on Shabbat 
when the apparatus he set up before 
Shabbat “works” on Shabbat. (It is not 
clear that Beit Shammai refers to placing 
a trap several days before Shabbat, as 
the chances the animal will be caught 

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

on Shabbat are small – see Meiri ad loc.). 
In certain cases, Beit Hillel prohibits 
Rabbinically setting up such a system, 
due to concern the situation will cause 
one to personally mistakenly violate 
Shabbat. For example, it is forbidden to 
keep partially cooked food on the flame 
on Shabbat unless one does something to 
mitigate the chance of mistake (Shabbat 
36b). Chazal did not find grounds for such a  
gezeira here.

Chazal did not view letting an 
animal free as connected to 
the possibility of re-trapping

Indeed, some melachot come in pairs, 
but the list (Shabbat 73a) does not 
include a counterpart to tzad. Usually, 
undoing a melacha is forbidden when 
it is preparatory to redoing the main 
melacha. I sewed poorly, so I rip the 
stitches to redo them. The wall is weak, 
so I take it down to redo. There may also 
be cases where the “undoing” has special 
significance, like extinguishing a fire 
in order to use the ashes (see Rambam, 
Shabbat 12:2). The classic case of tzad is 
normally to trap something in order to 
kill it and use the carcass, and Chazal 
did not view letting an animal free as 
connected to the possibility of re-trapping 
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or something significant and/or related to  
construction of the Mishkan. 

Animals are muktzeh on Shabbat (Beitza 
2a). Although you were happy the mouse 
found was contained in the cage (see 
Mishna Berura 309:27), it did not become a 
permanent bassis l’davar ha’asur because 
the mouse was not there when Shabbat 
started (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 
310:7); there may be other reasons for 
this determination (see Shulchan Aruch, 
OC 309:4 and Mishna Berura 309:21). 

The cage not being a bassis is of limited 
value because when you carried it, the 
mouse was still there. In such cases, one 
may move the cage only under specific 
circumstances (see details in Shemirat 
Shabbat K’hilchata 20:47). We have to 
divide your case into two possibilities. If 
you would have let the mouse out even if 
you would not be allowed to take the cage 
outside, then moving it was for your sake, 
to remove the mouse from your house. If 
so, you could have moved indirectly, e.g., 
carrying by means of a permitted utensil 
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 311:8).

If you would not have let out the mouse 
in the house, moving indirectly is not 
enough, because you are moving it for the 
sake of the muktzeh item (ibid.) – getting 
it somewhere you could release it. Let us 
assume (I lack expertise to determine if 
keeping a mouse in a small cage is tza’ar 
ba’alei chayim (=tbc)) that there was tbc. 
Does it help? The gemara (Shabbat 128b) 
allows placing cushions under an animal 
to alleviate its pain, as tbc overcomes 
the Rabbinic prohibition of mevatel kli 
meiheichano. There is a machloket if tbc 
also waives muktzeh (Mishna Berura 
305:70), and it is hard to give a broad 
ruling (see Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata 
27:54). Perhaps it might have helped 
to put something not muktzeh of more 
value on the cage (see Mishna Berura 
310:37; Shulchan Aruch, OC 309:3) before 
moving it. There are serious complicating 
factors (beyond our scope - see Orchot 
Shabbat 19:288; Living the Halachic 
Process II, C-21), but in the face of tbc,  
it might be justified. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  
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Grapes, Wine and  
Kilei Hakerem #2

The standard practice for growing table 
grapes in Israel today includes clearing 
out all weeds from the vineyards for 
various reasons, so it is safe to assume that 
there is little chance of interplanting in 
table grape vineyards. Until recently, this 
has also been the standard practice for 
wine grape cultivation: clearing out any 
weeds that might compete for water and 
mineral resources and thereby minimize 
the risk of pests and the spread of disease.

Recent years have seen the beginning 
of a new trend of leaving weeds in the 
vineyard; or, alternatively, planting 
various cover crops alongside them, also 
known as intercropping or interplanting. 
Intercropping is not a new method for 
orchards, but until recently it was rarely 
used in vineyards. There are several 
reasons that farmers intercrop:

1. Preventing soil erosion and drift 
-There are vineyards planted on steep 
inclines or declines, which are subject to 
topsoil drift due to rain. Leaving weeds 
in place or planting annual crops with 
extensive root systems helps minimize 
this problem.

2. An agro-ecological ideology that 
values sustainability, both short-
term and long-term - According to this 
general outlook, any harm done to plants 

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

or animals is wasteful and needless. 
The basis for this thinking, with some 
limitations, is not new and can be found 
in Torah sources, as the Midrash states: 
“See to it that you do not degrade and 
destroy my world, for if you destroy it no 
one will be there to fix it up after you” 
(Midrash Raba, Kohelet 7:1).

3. Minimizing pesticide use - Avoiding 
spraying the grapes with poisonous 
chemicals reduces the risk of harming 
the soil, the greater environment, and the 
people who consume the produce.

4. Maintaining the beneficial insect 
population - Leaving weeds or cover crops 
after blooming and seed dispersal attracts 
and maintains the beneficial insect 
population. At the same time, it could 
provide forage for pests that can destroy 
the plants or fruit, and then the harm 
outweighs the benefit. This approach goes 
together with on ongoing monitoring of 
the populations of beneficial insects and 
pests and maintaining a healthy balance 
between them, as is standard practice 
in organic farming. At times, farmers 
pay a heavy price with the diminishing 
of quality and quantity of the harvest, 
but generally receive in compensation 
higher profit for their organic produce. 
In the case at hand of leaving weeds 
in the vineyard, the wine is branded  
“healthy wine.” 
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Rabbi Uri 
Pilichowski
Precious In God's 
Eyes

If asked, what would you say is the greatest 
benefit to being born and being alive? My 
answer comes from the third chapter of 
Pirkei Avot and a teaching of Rebbe Akiva. 
The 17th Mishna teaches, “Beloved are 
people for they were created in the image 
of God; an extra love is made known 
to people who were created in God’s 
image, as it as it is written in the Torah, 
(Genesis 9:6) “For in His own image G-d  
made humankind”. 

In his commentary to this Mishna, 
Rabbenu Yona explained that there 
are two different  lessons taught in this 
Mishna. The first is that people were 
created in the image of God, meaning 
that a human being shares certain Divine 
qualities. Second is that he is let in on the 
fact that he was created in God’s image. 
By knowing the talents and potential man 
possesses, he is able to use those talents to 
accomplish much more.

The Rambam teaches in his Moreh 
Nevuchim that our being created in 
the image of God is not a physical 
representation of God, but rather a 
sharing of the Divine intellect.What 
greater gift could we have been  

 PIRKEI AVOT
SPECIAL SUMMER SERIES

PEREK 3-4

given to actualize? 

Rebbe Akiva taught an even more 
profound lesson: The Jewish people were 
given more than other nations: “Beloved 
are the Jews that they are called children 
to God; an extra love is made known to 
them that they are called children to God, 
as it is written in the Torah, (Devarim 14:1) 
“You are children of the Lord your God.” 
As Jews, we are considered the children 
of God and merit special Divine attention 
and providence. As the Ibn Ezra wrote 
in his commentary to this posuk, we are 
supposed to recognize our fate is in God’s 
hands and we should not worry when 
times are challenging. 

The greatest gift of all is the 
opportunity to observe the 
Torah’s mitzvot

In  our sedra of  Ki Tavo we read, “This 
day, the Lord, your God, is commanding 
you to fulfill these statutes and ordinances, 
and you will observe and fulfill them 
with all your heart and with all your soul. 
You have selected the Lord this day, to be 
your God, and to walk in His ways, and to 
observe His statutes, His commandments 
and His ordinances, and to obey Him.” 
(Devarim 26:16-17) The Sforno comments 
that ‘fulfilling the Torah with all of your 

פרקי אבות
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heart’ means that you have no doubt 
that it is God’s will for you to do the 
mitzvos. With all of your soul means to 
not allow your desire to overcome both 
your recognition of God and that the  
mitzvot are God’s mitzvot. 

We are privileged to have been created 
in God’s image and to be the “children of 
God.” We are blessed to hold a treasured 
position in the universe. The greatest 
gift of all is the opportunity to observe 
the Torah’s mitzvot. It is through the 
observance of the Torah that we recognize 
God and the gifts that have been given to 
us. As Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
approach, we should remember the gifts 
we have been granted, repent for the 
times we forgot this truth, and recommit 
to stronger observance in the future. 

054-723-3863  

For information on magni�cent stand alone homes in 
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.

Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2 
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka) 
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.

New garden apt, 110 sqm plus 25 sqm registered 
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Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces. 
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New construction. 144 sqm apt, 4 bedrooms with 
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garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS.

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7 
doorman. 145 sqm on one �oor , facing garden, 3 
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat 
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.

Beautiful apt in Talbiya, 107 sqm. Fully renovated 
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air, elevator, terrace, shared parking. Close to the 
Old City, Mamilla, First Station. 4,400,000 NIS

German Colony
100 sqm apartment in a new project to be ready in 
2 years. 50 sqm registered garden, parking. 
4,500,000 NIS.

160 sqm on one �oor, 2nd �oor in small luxury 
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat 
elevator, views, lots of light.  8,500,000 NIS.

North Talpiot/Caspi

Rehov Caspi, view of the old city, 5th �oor, 191 sqm 
brand new apartment, 30 sqm sukka terrace, 
Shabbat elevator. 9,500,000 NIS.

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

  Tel: 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il

Options In Aging

Advice and Guidance  
on Growing Older by 
experienced geriatric  

social workers

Dealing with issues like:
intergenerational relations

memory loss
loneliness

physical decline
mood fluctuations

call 
054-4399278 

for appointment
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When people first meet me, 
they often ask me about the 
origins of my name – Zemira. I 

explain to them that when I was born, my 
parents decided they wanted to name me 
after my great grandmother Celia and so 
they began searching for a Hebrew name 
beginning 
with a similar 
sound. Being 
new Baalei 
Teshuva, they 
used a Jewish 
name book to 
find a good Jewish name. After scanning 
all of the names beginning with an “s” or 
“tz” or “z” sound, they settled on the name 
Zemira, not realizing how uncommon 
the name was. As a child, I resented the 
uniqueness of the name, but my parents 
reassured me that in Israel, Zemira was 
a very common name. Upon arriving in 
Israel, I was eager to meet all of the many 

women who would share my name, but 
alas, I have yet to meet even one! Today, I 
am quite fond of my name but am always 
happy to uncover more layers of meaning 
to the name and its essence.

With that intro, we begin our study of  
 the section of Shacharit which פסוקי דזמרה
spans from ברוך שאמר 
through ישתבח. Rabbi 
Yitzchak Abuhov, au-
thor of the Menorat 
H a m e o r ,  w r i t e s 
that פסוקי דזמרה comes from the root  
 to prune. (That’s right, call me ,לזמור
Prunella!) Just like a farmer removes all 
of the bad branches from the vine, leav-
ing only the good branches to grow,  so 
too, these words of זמרה that we sing be-
fore we get to Shemonah Esrei, allow us 
to remove any obstacles blocking us from 
reaching Hashem, so that when we get to 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Shoshana Dekel, M.S.W. - 
Individual & Couple/Family therapy

Clinical Social Worker 
& Certified Couple/Family Therapist

20 years experience
Languages: English & Hebrew 

as mother tongue
Private clinic in Rechovot

Online therapy optional upon request
Tel: 0549263636 

E-mail: shoshpashosh@gmail.com

Talbieh rental 
A jewel in best Jerusalem location.

2 BR with a magnificent 
private garden, 1.5 baths, catv, WiFi 
and private parking. Available for 1 

to 6 months.
Ideal for Sukkot 

For reservations write to 
9721956@gmail.com
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Shemonah Esrei, we are prepared and 
ready to daven in the most ideal way 
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Rav Reuven 
Melamed in his sefer, Tefillat Chana, 
expands on this and writes that one 
way that we do that is that as we praise 
Hashem over and over again for all that 
He does in this world, we slowly but 
surely remove all of our feelings of ar-
rogance and self-importance. By ”prun-
ing” ourselves of our egos, we make 
room to really connect to Hashem in our  
Shemonah Esrei.

So we see that the goal of Pesukei dZ-
imra is really to prepare ourselves 
for a perfect Shemonah Esrei. Chazal 
explain in Gemara Avoda Zara 7b  

 we ,"לעולם יסדר שבחו של מקום ואחר כך יתפלל"
need to focus ourselves by first singing 
praise to Hashem and only then get to the 
crux of our tefilla in the Shemonah Esrei .
The Rosh explains that the Pesukei Dzimra 
help us to get into the right mindframe, 
giving us the seriousness as well as the 
happiness) SImcha shel Mitzvah (needed 
for a good davening. 

The Sefer HaChasidim writes that this 
section of the Tefillah is so important that 
even if we don’t know all of the Pesukim 

and we make some 
mistakes when we 
say them, it makes 
Hashem extremely 
happy and is accepted 
like the ריח ניחוח (sweet 
fragrance of the 
Korbanot).

And how much more so, if we do manage 
to say them properly! Therefore, the 
Shulchan Aruch writes (51:68) that one 
shouldn’t rush through this section but 
rather say it בנחת, slowly and pleasantly. 
The Mishna Berura explains this means 
that we should be careful not to skip or 
swallow any words. Just like one who 
counts his coins at the end of a hard 
day’s work, will do slowly and carefully, 
making sure to not even miss one, so too, 
we need to say the words of the davening 
as if we were counting and appreciating 
each one. The Kaf Hachaim says that 
through this, one will be awakened with 
yiraa and ahava  towards HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu.  

What an opportunity! What a special 
Tefilla! And what a name (thanks to my 
parents and their name book)! 

Rabbi Yitzchak Abuhov, author of the Menorat Hameor, writes that פסוקי דזמרה comes 
from the root לזמור, to prune. Just like a farmer removes all of the bad branches from 
the vine, leaving only the good branches to grow, so too, these words of הרמז that we 
sing before we get to Shemonah Esrei, allow us to remove any obstacles blocking us 
from reaching Hashem, so that when we get to Shemonah Esrei, we are prepared and 
ready to daven in the most ideal way to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 

Cut and paste into your siddur
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES

Rabbi Binny 
Freedman  
Rosh Yeshiva

An Unforgettable Lesson 

I remember the first Mishnah I ever 
learned, and it wasn’t in a classroom. 
(The Mishnah is the basic text of the oral 
tradition, as codified and edited by Rabbi 
Yehuda Ha’Nasi circa 200C.E.)

The Synagogue we attended when I was 
five years old, had a strict decorum, and 
I recall the challenges this presented to 
my parents; vague images of my red-faced 
and embarrassed father carrying me out 
of synagogue kicking and screaming come 
to mind.

I had succeeded in escaping from the 
seat next to my father, and running up 
to the front of the synagogue. Rabbi Dr. 

Simon Greenberg, who was an eminent 
Torah Scholar (Talmid Chacham), had 
an honored place in the front row, and 
I can still remember his piercing eyes 
and warm smile. He had the largest 
hands I had ever seen, and somehow, he 
succeeded in getting hold of me (I was not 
easy to catch) and hoisting me up to sit 
on his lap. I can still remember the sefer 
(book) he was holding, and his query as 
to whether I knew what it was. And I 
even remember the text of the Mishnah, 
which he proceeded to teach me in its 
entirety. Most people, catching hold of a 
rambunctious five-year-old shouting and 
yelling in synagogue, usually head for 
either their parents, or the door. But he 
chose instead to teach me the entire first 
Mishnah of the Talmud in its entirety, 
right there on his knees. 

Most of all, I still remember how important 

YESHIVAT ORAYTA, YERUSHALAYIM    

Now in its 13th year, Yeshivat Orayta is focused on training 
leaders who can communicate Judaism with soul. With a 
full day of learning, our 60+ first year, and 12 second-year 

students spend an incredible year living and learning in Jerusalem's Old City, with a focus on 
traditional Talmudic study alongside the exploration of life's deepest questions and today's 
greatest challenges.

Over the coming year Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding 
Rabbis and teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.
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I felt as a five year old, to be sitting on this 
great rabbi’s lap, all the way in the front 
of the synagogue with, so it seemed to 
me, nothing more important to him than 
our conversation. Looking back, those 
few moments must have had a strong 
impact on me, as I still remember not 
only the text he taught me, but the entire  
conversation as well.  

‘Mentsch’ is a hard word to translate. 
It refers not to a person’s wisdom, or 
brilliance, but to the pure human decency 
such wisdom is meant to produce. It would 
be safe to say that my path to teaching 
began not from some brilliant insight full of 
wisdom but rather from a simple moment 
filled with a Torah scholar’s willingness to 
spend time on a text even with a noisy five 
year old boy.

We are in the midst of preparing for Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, known also 
as the Yamim Noraim, the ‘Days of Awe’. 
On Yom Kippur we will beat our breast 
and cry out our regrets over the missed 
opportunities and mistakes of the last 
year. Most people spend time considering 
the actions we regret, but very little focus 
on whether our character needs refining 
as well. What of the less measurable 
challenge of being, generally, a fine human 
being? Is there a mitzvah to be a mentsch? 

At the beginning of this week’s portion, Ki 
Tavoh, we read:

“Ye’kimchah’ Hashem Lo’ Le’Am Kadosh, 
Ki’ Tishmor et Mitzvoth Hashem Elokechah’ 
ve’Halachta’ Be’Deracahav.” (Devarim 28:9)

“Hashem will raise you to Him as a holy 

nation … when (because) you will fulfill the 
mitzvoth of Hashem your G-d, and walk in 
His ways.”  (28:9)

Interestingly, all the blessings we hope to 
receive as a people seem to be based on 
this clause “Ve’Halachta’ Be’Derachav” 
(“and walk in His ways”). But what does 
this mean?

Maimonides lists this particular phrase 
as a separate mitzvah, in his Sefer 
HaMitzvoth (Book of Mitzvoth, Positive 
Commandment 8), implying that there is a 
very specific mitzvah we are expected to 
fulfill. But what is this mitzvah on which, it 
seems, everything depends? 

Maimonides actually spells this out in 
his Hilchot Deot, the laws of character 
development. In his magnum opus, the 
Mishneh Torah, where the Rambam 
delineates and organizes the entirety of 
Jewish law (halacha), the second set of 
laws, right at the beginning of the first 
of his fourteen books concern the Jewish 
recipe for becoming a mentsch. Second 
only to the laws of the foundations of 
Torah (Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah, the basic 
principles of faith in Judaism), Maimonides 
believed Judaism begins and ends with the 
challenge of becoming a mentsch.

And the basis for his insistence that 
adherence to a Torah lifestyle begins with 
the obligation to become a good person is 
our verse: of “Ve’Halachta’ Be’Deracahav”. 
(Deot 1:5). 

In other words, it is not just commendable, 
when a person becomes a mentsch; it is 
an obligation, without which we are not 
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fulfilling one of the basic ingredients of 
Judaism. A closer look at Maimonides’ 
Hilchot Deot reveals that a person who 
is too angry or too stingy, too greedy or 
too lazy, is transgressing (or at least not 
fulfilling) one of Judaism’s basic mitzvoth. 
In fact, the context in which this mitzvah 
appears here in the Torah, suggests that it 
is a far more important mitzvah to develop 
one’s character than putting on Tefillin, or 
even refraining from eating pork!

All the Torah a person may ever teach is 
not as worthwhile, as the way in which he 
or she teaches it. 

Indeed, the Rambam points out that 
not only are we obligated to refine our 
character, but also indeed we have to do 
Teshuvah (repentance) for our lacking in 
these areas. The Teshuva process we seek 
to achieve in the days leading up to Rosh 
Hashanah is not just about our mistaken 
actions, but our incomplete character 
traits as well! (Hilchot Teshuva or Laws of 
Repentance 7:3) We have to repent, says 
the Rambam, for every moment of anger, 
jealousy, hatred, greed, arrogance and 
pride as well!

In fact, this is the true meaning of the 
verse in Isaiah read on the afternoon of 
community fast days: 

“Ya’azov rasha Darko, Ve’ish Aven 
Machshevotav….”

“Let the wicked leave his path, and 
the man of iniquity is thoughts….”  
(Yishayahu 55:7)

Preparations for Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur begin with our determination to 

make ourselves into better human beings.

Rav Kook (in his Mimrakei Emunah) 
suggests that all of a person’s problems and 
all the baggage we carry in life stem from 
one’s relationship with Hashem. If my 
relationship with and perception of G-d 
is skewed, then I will be skewed as well. 
That is how a human being who believes 
in G-d can walk into a pizzeria or café’ 
on a beautiful afternoon strapped with 
explosives, and murder innocent women 
and children in the name of that same G-d. 

If my G-d is an angry G-d, then on a certain 
level, I will be an angry person, and if my 
G-d is only a G-d of judgment, then I will 
be a person filled with judgment. But 
even more, if I cannot see the piece of 
G-d inside every human being, beginning 
with myself, then I have an incomplete 
and distorted perception of G-d. If I can 
kill, whether by bomb or by character 
assassination, another human being, then 
it must be because I do not fully see the 
image of Hashem inside them. And that is 
the source of all the pain, and all the curses, 
as well as the vehicle to achieving all the 
blessings we so long for in this world.

Shabbat Shalom, Binny Freedman 
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THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

Parashat Ki Tavo begins by listing 
the steps we should take upon 
entering our homeland. We must 

acknowledge the good, give first fruits and 
tithes, provide for the leaders and teachers 
and care for the less fortunate. After giving 
the tithes we are commanded to make a 
speech, saying, ‘I have given to the Levite, 
proselyte, orphan and widow...I have not 
transgressed Your commandments and I 
have not forgotten [lo shachachti]’ (Deut. 
26:13). This is a strange command. When 
else are we ever commanded to give a 
speech like this following the performance 
of a mitzva, stating that we have performed 
it and that we haven’t forgotten to perform 
it? Surely, if we are announcing that we 
have successfully performed a mitzva then 
it is obvious that we didn’t forget it? 

Rashi explains that the phrase ‘I have 
not forgotten’ is actually referring to the 
requirement to make a blessing upon the 
separation of tithes. However, the question 
remains as the blessing or lack thereof 
does not actually change the essence or 
efficacy of the performance of the mitzva. 

A possible answer is hinted to through 

the parallel with the final words of the 
previous parasha, ‘erase the memory of 
Amalek from beneath the heavens – do not 
forget [lo tishkach]’ (Deut. 25:19). Amalek 
represents absolute evil. It is a nation that 
preys upon the innocent and weak, and as 
such is the antithesis of the Jewish vision 
of helping the needy and the vulnerable. 

With a negative perspective, it 
is extremely difficult to create 
a positive outcome

The Torah juxtaposes the story of Amalek 
with the commandment of the tithes, in 
order to show us that the only way to wipe 
out the abuse of the less fortunate is for 
the more fortunate to seek them out and 
act kindly. The society of Amalek worships 
power. The Torah, in contrast, constructs 
a society that cares for the powerless, the 
‘Levite, proselyte, orphan and widow’. 

Rav Kook states:

The purely righteous: Don’t complain about 
wickedness, they increase righteousness; 
don’t complain about heresy, they increase 

Don’t Forget: Increasing 
Good is the Antidote to Evil
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faith; don’t complain about ignorance, 
they increase wisdom.

When we encounter challenging 
situations in our lives, often our first 
reaction is to complain and to focus on 
the negative. This approach, however, can 
lead us to sink deeper into the problem 
itself. We become consumed by the issue, 
and this blurs our ability to deal with it 
objectively. With a negative perspective, 
it is extremely difficult to create a positive 
outcome. Our complaining leads us to 
become part of the problem rather than a 
part of its solution. 

With all the problems facing our world 
today, we must realise that the remedy 
for the world’s ills lies in transcending 
the bad by overcompensating with 
good, combatting radical hatred with 
radical love. Darkness does not become 
diminished as a result of complaining 
about it or trying to cover it up, but rather 
through creating an abundance of light. 
And this message, as stated by the Torah, 
is so crucial, that we should all be able to 
proudly declare: ‘I have not forgotten!’ 

Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and learn 
more at www.RabbiBenji.com 
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

Rabbi Yosef 
Ginsberg 
Co-Regional Director,                      
NCSY Israel

Simcha Le’Artzecha

Parshat Ki Tavo opens with the words   
 And it will be when“ ”והיה כי תבוא אל הארץ“
you enter the Land (of Israel).” Many 
commentaries discuss why we need the 
extra word vehaya, “and it will be.” In 
my love for Israel, the Ohr Hachayim 
Hakadosh spoke to me. He says that 
‘Vehaya’ is a lashon of Simcha and there 
is no greater Simcha than that of the 
mitzvah of dwelling in the Land of Israel.

The Rambam tells us that in order for a 
Mitzvah to be done properly a mitzvah 
needs the proper Kavanah, and in order 
to have the proper Kavanah the mitzvah 
needs to be done with Simcha. The 
question then begs to be asked, how about 
the mitzvot where you are commanded 
to be sad like that of mourning? How are 
you supposed to have Simcha?

I’d like to suggest that Simcha does not 
only mean happiness. It could mean 
happiness, but first and foremost I would 
define it as content. Not everything in 
Israel is easy or makes one happy. Not 

everything tastes as good as where one 
used to live or runs as smoothly as things 
used to. Coming to the Land of Israel 
is a sacrifice and won’t always make 
one happy. But knowing that you’re in 
the right place, where you belong, with 
your people and being content with 
that knowledge can trump any level of 
happiness. It gives one the ability to smile 
when they are sad and laugh when they 
are happy. We should be content and 
confident in knowing that as hard as it 
may be and with all its challenges, we are 
living the word of Hashem. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Gav Jacob
12th Grade,                     
Beit Shemesh

Zooming out

Parshat Ki Tavo talks about Bikkurim 
- bringing the first fruits to Jerusalem. 
There, we make a declaration of  
gratitude, saying:

“An Aramite man tried to destroy 
my father, and our nation endured  
slavery in Egypt.”

Why would this be said in gratitude?

The commentators explain: The Aramite is 
Lavan, who tricked Ya’akov by switching 
Rachel and Leah. (Ya’akov had planned to 

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה
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marry Rachel, but Leah appeared under 
the chuppah instead.) Now let’s consider: 
If Lavan had never done that, then Ya’akov 
would have married Rachel as he intended 
- and Yoseph would have been the first born 
son. When Ya’akov showed favoritism 
toward Joseph, the other brothers would 
have likely not been jealous - and Yoseph 
never would have been sold into slavery.

Here’s the crazy part: Yoseph would never 
have become Egyptian “prime minister” 
who, years later, was able to save the 
Jewish people from famine. So, yes, even 
though Lavan the Aramite tried to destroy 
Ya’akov, we express the gratitude that 
somehow, in some weird way, it was all for 
the best.

When tragedy strikes, it’s impossible to see 
the big picture and understand why this 
may have happened.

We don’t always know why things 
happen. When events occur that are so 
unfathomable, all we can do is trust in God. 
This is the lesson we learn when bringing 
the first fruits to Jerusalem - we express 
the gratitude, that somehow, in some way, 
it’s all for the best. 

------------------------------------

NCSY Israel is the premier organization 
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, 
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita" 
to the Land of Israel by encouraging 
passionate Judaism through Torah and 
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org 0537272815
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