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Rabbi Avi Berman 
Executive Director, 
OU Israel 

One of the major advantages 
of having our administrative offices 
in the same building as the OU Israel 
Center is seeing the thousands of people 
who participate in our shiurim and 
programming on a daily basis. I miss 
running into everyone and having the 
opportunity to check in and share what’s 
going on with each other’s lives. While we 
try to keep in touch over the phone and 
zoom, it’s not the same. It is for this reason 
– to keep the warm connection with the OU 
Israel family – that I decided to share some 
personal thoughts. I and the rest of the OU 
Israel staff would love to hear from you as 
well. Please feel comfortable reaching out 
via phone and email. We miss you. 

-----------------------------

Saba? Zayde? Grandpa? This year I had the 
tremendous zechut and exciting opportu-
nity to choose which of these titles I want-
ed to be called when I was blessed with 
becoming a grandfather for the first time. 
I spent a long time thinking about which 
name sounds better. How will my grand-
children view me? Which name is cooler? 

The first ten days of Elul are always more 
meaningful to me than the rest of the 
month. The 3rd of Elul is the yahrtzeit of 
Rav Avaham Yitzchak HaCohen Kook zt”l. 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

The 6th of Elul is my zayde’s yahrtzeit (my 
father’s father) and the 10th of Elul is my 
grandpa’s yahrtzeit (my mother’s father).

Beyond everything else, both my 
grandfather and my zayde taught me 
the importance of religion, commitment, 
and dedication to Torah and davening, 
especially when it wasn’t always easy to 
do these things. They were trailblazers, 
starting minyanim where there were no 
minyanim and being the first to arrive for 
davening.  “B’makom she’en ish, hishtadel 
l’hiyot ish” (in a place where there is no 
man, strive  to be a man). The message 
from both of them was always make sure 
to do what’s right and not what’s popular.  

My grandparents were always there to give 
me advice and share stories; even when I 
didn’t ask them for advice they somehow 
knew what I needed to hear. “Sha’al 
avicha v’yagedcha ziknecha vyomru lach” 
(Ask your father and he will tell you, your 
elders will say it to you). Our sages teach 
that you need to ask your father, but your 
grandfathers will tell you what you need to 
know, whether you ask and whether you 
are physically together or not.

So, returning to my original question, I 
chose to go by zayde. I knew that if I did 
not choose this title this traditional name 
would probably be lost from our family, and 
I wanted to keep this part of our tradition. 
To me, the Yiddish version connects the 
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The OU Israel 
mourns the loss of 

HaGaon HaRav Zalman Nechemia Goldberg zt”l
One of the great Talmidei Chachamim and poskim of our generation. HaGaon HaRav was a 
Chief Justice of the Rabbinical High Court in Jerusalem and the chief editor of the Talmudic 

Encyclopedia. He was the Rosh Kollel of Kollel Shevet U’mechokek, Rosh Yeshiva of the Beit 
Hamidrash in Machon Lev and of Yeshivat Da’at Torah (Sadigura). Over the years Rav 
Goldberg delivered tens of thousands of Shiurim and educated thousands of Talmidim 

worldwide. 

OU Israel was honored to host the eminent Rav Goldberg at the 'Torah 
Yerushalayim' gathering a year ago, one of his last public appearances.

 At that event he served as one of the three gedolim to sign the certi�cates 
for the Semichat Chaver Program.

HaGaon HaRav Rav Zalman Nechemia Goldberg zt’l together with 
HaGaon HaRav Rav Shlomo Amar shlita, at the Siyum for OU Semichat 

Chaver Program from last year’s OU Israel Torah Yerushalayim gathering

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.

past to the present; the older world of my 
grandparents and great-grandparents 
to me and my precious grandson here 
in Israel. I feel blessed to wake up every 
day in Israel, teaching my children how 
special it is to be here and contributing 
to Israeli society in our own individual 
ways. At the same time, I recognize it 
would be a crime not to incorporate the 
dedication, traditions and work ethic 
from the generations that preceded us. It 
is my prayer that by being a Zayde to my 
grandson and, B’ezrat Hashem, future 
grandchildren and progeny I will be able 
to link them to a legacy which is strong and 
rich with Torah and meaning.  

Rabbi Avi Berman,
Executive Director, OU Israel
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PARSHAT KI TEITZEI 
SHORT SUMMARY

This week’s sedra of Ki Teitze stands out 
with its abundance of mitzvot - 74 to be 
exact. This single sedra contains more 
than any other sedra in the Torah. 

The first aliyah opens with a challenging 
rule which discusses the permissibility 
of taking a female captive in war and 
marrying this woman. Following this, the 
Torah moves on to the area of inheritance 
and the rule of a double portion which 
is received by the oldest male child. The 
aliyah concludes with a law that many 
commentators struggle to understand 
regarding  a rebellious child and the steps 
taken to deal with his recalcitrance.

The sedra then moves on to speak of 
various situations in which one comes to 
the aid of their fellow man. For example, 
quickly burying a corpse, the mitzvah 
to return a lost object to the owner, and 
helping a neighbor whose animal is 
struggling from lifting a heavy load.

The well known mitzvah of sending away 
the mother bird before taking the chicks 
or eggs is found this week and famously 
promises long life for those who abide by 
this dictum.

In the third aliyah we find two examples of 
mitzvot that relate to the clothing and how 
we dress. Namely, there is a prohibition to 

KI TEITZEI wear clothing which contains a mixture of 
wool and linen - shatnez. Additionally, we 
find the mitzvah of wearing tzitzit. 

Marriage and laws of divorce are now 
taught to the people of Israel. Related to 
this mitzvah we find the law which states 
that a newlywed man is exempt from 
military service for a full year. At the end 
of this passage (the 6th aliyah) we find 
the command that we always remember 
what happened to Miriam when she was 
afflicted with tzara’at (biblical leprosy) 
for the lashon harah that she spoke about 
Moshe.

The final aliyah opens with the prohibition 
to withhold or delay the wages that must 
be paid to workers (see Rav Daniel Mann’s 
dvar halacha in this TT that deals with this 
issue during our contemporary times). 
The aliyah comes to a close adjuring Am 
Yisrael to maintain weights and measures 
that are accurate. Finally the sedra ends 
with the well known mitzvah to remember 
Amalek and their evil actions against 
young and vulnerable people. In an act 
of terror they ambushed the Israelites as 
they left Egypt at a time when they were 
‘faint and exhausted.’ Not only was this an 
attack on the people of Israel, even worse, 
Amalek showed special contempt for God. 
It is for this reason that they are to be more 
despised than any other nation that waged 
war against Israel.

HAFTORAH                                 
ISAIAH 54:1-10

This week’s short Haftorah of only 10 

KI TEITZEI
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STATS

49th of the 54 sedras; 6th of 11 in D’varim
Written on 212.8 lines; ranks 21st
44 Parshiyot; 2 open, 42 closed; rank: 1
110 p’sukim; ranks 28th (5th in D’varim)
1582 words; ranks 23rd (5th in D’varim)
5856 letters; ranks 26th (6th in D’varim)

74 mitzvot - 27 pos., 47 prohibitions;
Ki Teitzei has the most mitzvot (both positive 
and prohibitions) in the Torah

A NOTE FROM   
THE EDITOR         

As we herald in the holy season of 
Elul and the Yamim Noraim it is 
my honor to personally reach out 

to you on behalf of the entire OU Israel 
staff with sincere wishes for your safety 
and good health. We so deeply miss seeing 
so many of you at the Israel OU Center but 
hope that we will soon be able to greet you 
in person, be'ezrat Hashem. 

We feel very fortunate and blessed to 
maintain close ties with you through 
this precious publication. The words of 
Torah in these pages bond all of us closely 
together. Although we may be far apart 
from each other physically we continue to 
feel a real sense of achdus.

Please enjoy this edition of Torah Tidbits 
and we hope you enjoy each and every 
issue. It is a wonderful feeling knowing 
that together we are all sharing inspiration 
and wisdom from the wonderful rabbis 
and teachers that grace the pages of Torah 
Tidbits.

Wishing you strength, happiness, bri'ut 
and be'sorot tovot.

Be'yedidut,

Aaron Goldscheider

MITZVOT

verses continues the series of “Haftarot of 
Consolation.”

It is the fifth in the series. We began 
reading these haftarot on the Shabbat 
following Tisha b”Av and continue until 
Rosh Hashanah.

The opening pasuk offers a metaphor 
likening Jerusalem to a barren woman 
without children. Hashem calls out to 
her and says that she will soon rejoice 
when the nation of Israel returns to and 
repopulates the holy city. The navi conveys 
the fundamental principle that Hashem 
has never forsaken the nation of Israel.

Although there are moments in our 
history when we experience God’s face as 
if hidden from us - the Almighty never has 
turned away fro his people. 

The haftorah makes an allusion to the 
flood of Noach, “From like the waters of 
Noach shall this be to me…” Just as God 
promises that He will never again destroy 
the earth by means of a flood, so too he will 
never sever His unending devotion and 
commitment to His chosen people. 

Lovely, renovated (95 meter) ground floor 
apartment with private entrance available long-

term in Rechavia. 3 bed, 2 full bath (master 
bath en-suite) and spacious living area. Mostly 

furnished. No agent fee. 050-829-4185
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Words Can 
Never Harm 
Me?

For many of us, the first pieces 
of wisdom which we learned 
were from nursery rhymes and 

schoolyard jingles. Sometimes these 
childish lessons had value, but more often 
they were off the mark and had the effect 
of distorting a truer perspective on life.

Take, for example, this ditty: “Sticks 
and stones may break my bones, but 
words can never harm me.” The implicit 
message, which had some utility on the 
playground, is that we can safely ignore 
insults to our emotions and feelings, and 
need to only be concerned about physical 
injury. The truth, however, is quite 
different.

Obviously, we want to protect ourselves 
from physical harm. The trauma of bodily 
injury is something which none of us 

wishes to bear. But we cannot minimize 
the harmful effects of psychological 
trauma, whether it comes in the form of 
insults, embarrassment, or shame.

During the years I spent as a 
psychotherapist, I dealt with quite a few 
victims of domestic violence. I saw the 
effects that abuse could have upon people, 
but I noticed that those who suffered 
emotional abuse were less amenable 
to successful treatment than those who 
were physically battered.

Let’s face it. Words hurt.

The power that words have to do damage 
is something which is recognized by our 
Torah. That emotions can be grievously 
wounded, reputations ruined, and 
relationships damaged beyond repair 
through “mere words,” is illustrated in 
biblical narratives, Talmudic tales, and 
Hassidic stories.

In this week’s Torah portion, Parshat Ki 
Tetzei, we are instructed to “remember 
what the Lord your God did unto Miriam, 
on the road out of Egypt.” The Torah is 
referring to the fact that Miriam was 
punished by a leprous infection.

The full episode of Miriam’s sin and 
its consequences appears in an earlier 
portion of the Torah, at the very end of 
Parshat Beha’alotecha, Numbers 12:1-16. 

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 77,462
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There we learn that Miriam and Aaron 
spoke against Moses because of his Cushite 
wife. They went on to belittle Moses’ 
importance, and spoke condescendingly 
about him.

It seems from the context of the story that 
Miriam, as the instigator of this critique, 
did so privately. Nevertheless, the 
Almighty was angry with her and she was 
healed, ironically, only because of Moses’ 
prayerful intervention.

Thus, our sages understand this command 
to remember Miriam as an injunction 
against speaking lashon hara, malicious 
gossip.

Much closer to our time, at the beginning 
of the last century, the sage and saint 
Rabbi Israel Meir Kagan of Radin, 
became convinced that the central evil 
of modern times was the abuse of words. 
So confident was he of the certainty of his 
diagnosis of the social ills of our time that 
he devoted a major work to the subject 
of lashon hara. The name of that work is 
Chafetz Chaim, “Desirous of Life,” after 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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“Just loving our“Just loving our 
holiday apartment, and
best of all, only needed 
$75,000 to seal the deal!”

said another happy client

 
holiday apartment, and 
best of all, only needed 
$75,000 to seal the deal!”

said another happy client

NOW is the time to take advantage and lock down
a great deal on your dream vacation home –
one which offers sun, pleasant sea breezes along
with beautiful views!

And best of all, it’s very affordable – just 15%
down payment, with mortgages available and bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.

ברוך דיין האמת
We are saddened 
by the passing of 

Rabbi Joseph Karasick z"l
past President and 

long standing board member 
of the OU

We extend our condolences 
to his entire family
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the verse in Psalms, which reads, “Who 
is the person who desires life? Let him 
guard his tongue against speaking evil.”

Recalling Miriam’s misdeeds, and taking 
seriously the comprehensive teachings of 
the author of Chafetz Chaim, is especially 
valuable today. Because, you see, words 
have become even more powerful and 
potentially destructive than a rabbi 
living a hundred years ago could possibly 
imagine.

Nowadays, through the power of 
electronic instant communication, 
words can be sent to millions of people 
in microseconds of time. If these words 
are negative, they can harm individuals 
instantly, without even the possibility of 
recourse or recall. The power of words 
has exponentially increased in scope and 
effect in our day and age.

Our tradition teaches that using words to 
offend another human being is akin to a 
snake and its venom. The snake’s venom 
kills, yet the snake has no benefit from 
its fiendish action. So too, human beings 
usually benefit from every other sin 
imaginable, but gain nothing by harming 
others verbally. Because of this, lashon 
hara is the least justifiable of sins.

Not a day goes by when we do not receive 
e-mails or read Internet reports which 
damage reputations of individuals, 
without due process and without 
the remotest possibility of defending 
themselves. This goes against both our 
Jewish heritage and our democratic ideals 
in a very fundamental way.

It is already the first week of Elul, the last 
month of the Jewish year. At this time, it 
behooves us to introspectively examine 
our faults. It is the season of teshuvah, 
repentance, which precedes and heralds 
the imminent High Holidays. We must 
give thought to how we have offended 
others with words and with deeds.

Although the unimaginable spread of 
verbal abuse that postmodern technology 
has instigated is beyond the capacity for 
any one of us to correct, we have no option 
but to try individually to control the way 
we use words and the words which we 
use. None of us is innocent of lashon hara, 
and none of us is exempt from sincerely 
addressing this weakness.

In conclusion, I call to your attention the 
rabbinic dictum that the power of Good 
exceeds the force of Evil manifold. Thus, if 
words have the ability to harm, they have 
the infinitely greater ability to soothe and 
to heal. The way to undo our sins of the 
negative use of language is to resolve to 
use language positively.

Imagine if e-mails were limited to 
complimentary statements and words of 
praise. Imagine if the blogs and websites 
were replete with stories of human 
accomplishment, altruism, and heroism. 
It would be a happier world for sure.

And it would be a world closer to that 
which the Almighty intended. Now, less 
than a month before Rosh Hashanah, is 
the ideal time for each of us to commit, in 
a deeply personal way, to bring about that 
better world. 
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The best team in Jerusalem real estate 

 

 

City Center, Agripas/ Yaffo 
In Windows of Jerusalem: new, lovely,  50 
sqm ,2 room apartment with large succah 

balcony with beautiful view. Shabbat 
elevator, parking. Asking 2,070,000  NIS 

Orna Even- 054-621-6069 
 

Oley Hagardom – Armon Hanetziv 
 4 rooms, 85 Sqm. 1st floor. Well Kept. 

Good exposures (South, East).  
Available immediately.  

ONLY 1,350,000  
Orli Raz 050-724-3735 

Elkachi 36 – Armon Hanetziv 
 5 room (4 bed) duplex cottage.  

120 meters plus huge roof terrace and 
views! Amazing street in Armon HaNatziv!  

2,550,000 flex  
Rachel Gluck - 052-478-9193 

 

 

 
Zichron Tuvia St., Nachlaot 

6 rooms, 3 BaR, 250 sqm. Private- corner 
house. Architecturally designed. High-end 
finishes. Large internal succah courtyard, 

complete car access, Asking 6,500,000 NIS 
 Orna Even- 054-621-6069 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Jaffa street -owerTShalem  
Great location. Across from Saidoff Tower 

5th floor. 125 sqm. 20 sqm balcony. South 
and West exposures. pool, Gym, Guard in 
the entrench. Storage, parking. 4,150,000  

Chani  - 053-522-4782 
 

 

 

 
Adam 29- Arnona/Armon Hanetziv 

172  Sqm. dream cottage with huge succah 
balcony on Adam St, Great location- 2 min 

from Embassy and Arnona!  
Asking 3,350,000. flexible 

Rachel Gluck - 052-478-9193 

Luria 6, Arnona 
Lovely Duplex Pent-cottage. 148 Sqm.  

5 rooms. Private entrance. Master 
bedroom. Succah balcony. Mamad. 
Additional rental unit.  NIS 4,600,000 

Orli Raz 050-724-3735 

 
Jewish quarter- Old City  

Pent-cottage, 4.5 rooms. tastefully 
renovated Renovated at a high standard. 
Lovely rooftop balcony overlooks temple 

mount. Asking NIS 5,500,000 
Natan Brand  058-4857770  

 

 
Kurtz, Arnona Valley- mini-penthouse 
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Does Love 
Conquer All?1

Our parsha contains more laws 
than any other. Some of them 
have generated much study and 

debate, especially two at the beginning, the 
law of the captive woman and that of the 
“stubborn and rebellious son.” There is, 
however, one law that deserves much more 
attention than it has generally received, 
namely the one placed between these two. 
It concerns the laws of inheritance:

If a man has two wives, and he loves one 
but not the other, and both bear him sons 
but the firstborn is the son of the wife he 

1  The quote, “Love conquers all,” comes 
from the Roman poet Virgil. The Prioress 
in Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales wears 
a brooch engraved “Amor Vincit Omnia” 
(Love conquers all). The Prioress’ Tale is 
notorious for its antisemitism: it contains a 
14th century version of the Blood Libel. This 
itself should give us pause. 

does not love, when he wills his property 
to his sons, he must not give the rights of 
the firstborn to the son of the wife he loves 
in preference to his actual firstborn, the 
son of the wife he does not love. He must 
acknowledge the son of his unloved wife as 
the firstborn by giving him a double share 
of all he has. That son is the first sign of his 
father’s strength. The right of the firstborn 
belongs to him. (Deut. 21:15-17)

Note that the Hebrew word here translated 
as “does not love” or “unloved” is senuah, 
which normally means “hated.” We will 
see later why this strong word is used.

On the face of it, this is a straightforward, 
logical law. It tells us that love must not 
override justice. The firstborn, in ancient 
Israel and elsewhere, have special rights, 
especially in connection with inheritance. 
In most societies they tended to succeed 
to their father’s position. That was the 
case in Israel in relation to kingship and 

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by Dr. Robert 

Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  
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priesthood.2 They did not inherit all the 
father’s property, but they did inherit 
twice as much as the other children.

It was important to have rules like the 
above to avoid damaging family splits 
every time a death occurred or was 
imminent. The Torah gives us a graphic 
example of the court intrigue that went 
on, as David lay dying, as to which of his 
children should be his heir. More recently, 
lehavdil, there have been several examples 
of Hassidic dynasties irreparably torn 
apart because different groups wanted 
different individuals to inherit the 
leadership.

There is a tension between individual 
liberty and the common good. Individual 
liberty says, “This wealth is mine. I should 
be able to do with it what I like, including 
deciding to whom to hand it on.” But there 
is also the welfare of others, including the 
other children, other family members, 
and the community and society that are 
damaged by family disputes. The Torah 
here draws a line, acknowledging the 
rights of the biological firstborn and 
circumscribing the rights of the father.

The law as such is straightforward. What 
makes it remarkable is that it reads as if 
it were directed against a specific biblical 
figure, namely Jacob. One connection is 
linguistic. The key terms in our law are an 
opposition between ahuvah, “loved,” and 
senuah, “hated/unloved.” This opposition 
occurs ten times in the Torah. Three have 

2  Significantly, this was not the case when 
it came to Torah and positions based on it. 
See Nedarim 81a.
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to do with the relationship between us and 
God: “those who hate Me and those who 
love Me.” That leaves seven other cases. 
Four are in the paragraph above. The 
other three are all about Jacob: two of them 
about his love for Rachel in preference to 
Leah (Genesis 29:30-31, 32-33), the third 
about his love for Joseph in preference to 
the other sons (Genesis 37:4). Both caused 
great grief within the family and had 
devastating consequences in the long run.

This is how the Torah describes Jacob’s 
feelings for Rachel:

Jacob loved Rachel and said, “I’ll work 
for you (Laban) seven years in return 
for your younger daughter Rachel” … So 
Jacob served seven years for Rachel, but 
they seemed like only a few days to him 
because of his love for her … And Jacob 
cohabited with Rachel also; indeed, he 
loved Rachel more than Leah. And he 
served him (Laban) another seven years. 
(Genesis 29:18-30)

And this is its description of the impact it 
had on Leah:

When the Lord saw that Leah was 
hated, He enabled her to conceive, but 
Rachel remained childless. Leah conceived 

and bore a son, and named him Reuben; 
for she declared, “It means: ‘The Lord has 
seen my affliction’; it also means: ‘Now 
my husband will love me.’” She conceived 
again and bore a son, and declared, “This 
is because the Lord heard that I was hated 
and has given me this one also,” so she 
named him Simeon. (Gen. 29:31-33)

I have translated the word senuah here 
as “hated” simply to give a sense of the 
shock of the text as it is in Hebrew. We also 
understand why this word is used. Leah 
was, as the text says, loved less than Rachel. 
Jacob did not hate her, but she felt hated, 
because less loved, thus unloved. This 
feeling dominated her marriage as we see 
in the names she gave her eldest children. 
The rivalry continues and intensifies in the 
next generation:     

When his brothers saw that their father 
loved him more than any of his brothers, 
they hated him and could not speak a 
peaceful word to him. (Genesis 37:4)

Less loved, the brothers felt hated, and so 
they hated the more loved Joseph. Love 
generates conflict, even though none of 
the parties want conflict. Jacob didn’t hate 
Leah or her sons or the sons of the hand-
maids. He did not deliberately decide to 
love Rachel and later Joseph. Love doesn’t 
work like that. It happens to us, usually not 
of our choosing. Yet those outside the re-
lationship can feel excluded and unloved. 
This feels like being hated. The Torah uses 
the word senuah to tell us how serious the 
feeling is. It is not enough to say “I love you 
too,” when every act, every word, every 
look says, “I love someone else more.”

May the Torah learned from this issue
of Torah Tidbits be p"rl my father

l"f iav oa dyn
Moshe Goldstein l"f

on his 28th yahrzeit, 3 Elul

Harriet Goldstein-Mark
Grandsons and Great-Grandchildren
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Which brings us to inheritance. Joseph 
was the eleventh of Jacob’s twelve sons, 
but the firstborn of Jacob’s beloved Rachel. 
Jacob proceeded to do what our parsha 
tells us not to do. He deprived Reuven, 
his and Leah’s firstborn, of the birthright, 
the double portion, and gave it instead to 
Joseph. To Joseph he said:  

Now, your two sons, who were born to 
you in the land of Egypt before I came 
to you in Egypt, shall be mine; Ephraim 
and Manasseh shall be mine no less than 
Reuben and Simeon. (Gen. 48:5)

Later in the same chapter, he says: “I am 
about to die; but God will be with you and 
bring you back to the land of your fathers. 
And now, I assign to you one portion more 
than to your brothers, which I wrested 
from the Amorites with my sword and 
bow” (Gen. 48:21-22). There are many 
interpretations of this verse, but according 
to Rashi, “This refers to the birthright, 
that Joseph’s children should receive two 
portions when Canaan would be divided 
amongst the tribes.” Jacob’s other children 
would receive one portion, while Joseph 
would receive two, one for each of his sons 
Ephraim and Manasseh.

It is against this practice that the law in our 
parsha is directed. That is what is extraor-
dinary. Jacob/Israel is the father of our 
people. But specifically in this respect, his 
conduct must not be taken as a precedent. 
We are forbidden to act as he did.

The Torah is not telling us that Jacob did 
wrong. There are all sorts of explanations 
that reconcile his behaviour with later 
law. Jacob did not keep the Torah except 
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in the land of Israel (Ramban), and his gift 
of a double portion to Joseph happened in 
Egypt. We are forbidden to transfer the 
birthright on grounds of love alone, but we 
may do so if we believe that the firstborn 
has significant character deficiencies, 
which Jacob believed to be true of Reuben 
(Gen. 49:3-4; Abarbanel). 

But the law is telling us something very 
profound indeed. Love is the highest of 
emotions. We are commanded to love God 
with all our heart, soul and might. But it 
is also, in family contexts, fraught with 
danger. Love ruined Jacob’s life, time and 
again: in his relationship with Esau (Isaac 
loved Esau, Rebecca loved Jacob), in the 
relationship between Leah and Rachel, 
and in the relationship between Joseph 
and his brothers. Love brings joy. It also 
brings tears. It brings some people close, 
but makes others feel distanced, rejected.

Therefore, says the Torah, in our command: 
when love is likely to be the cause of conflict, 
it must take second place to justice. Love 
is partial, justice is impartial. Love is for 
someone specific; justice is for everyone. 
Love brings personal satisfaction; justice 
brings social order.

Judaism is the most effective attempt in 

history to provide the proper balance 
between the particular and the universal. 
It is both. It worships the universal God 
by way of a particular faith. It believes in 
a universal connection between God and 
humanity – we are all in God’s image (Gen. 
1:27) – and a particular one – “My child, 
My firstborn, Israel” (Ex. 4:22). It believes 
in a universal covenant with Noah, and a 
particular one, with Abraham and later the 
Israelites. So, it believes in the universality 
of justice and the particularity of love and 
the importance of both.

When it comes to the relationship between 
humans, there is an order of priority. First 
create justice, then express love. For if we 
let those priorities be reversed, allowing 
injustice in the name of love, we will divide 
and destroy families and groups and suffer 
the consequences for a long time.

A seemingly minor law about inheritance 
is in fact a major statement of Jewish 
values. I believe that Judaism got it 
right by placing love at the heart of the 
religious life – love of God, neighbour 
and stranger – but at the same time 
recognising that without justice, love 
will not save us. It may even destroy us. 

Shabbat Shalom 

Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable 
Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ 
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read 
more on www.rabbisacks.org.

Mazal Tov
to Harriet G. Mark and family 

on the engagement of her grandson 
Matthew-Moish Mark to 

Elzie Winiarsky (in New York) 
and on the engagement 

of her granddaughter Jordana Mark 
to Tani Ostrov (from Efrat)
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According to Josephus, there 
were 1.1 million Jews living in 
Yerushalayim in the year 66 CE, 

before the Romans destroyed Bayit Sheni 
four years later.

According to most historians the 
population of Jews in Yerushalayim 
shriveled down to about 70,000 after the 
Roman siege and exile.

In the Middle Ages, as Jews were 
banished from the Holy City, no more than 
200 Jewish families lived there in any one 
year.

In the early Ottoman period the Jewish 
population rose to 2,000 and Jerusalem 
was described as such:

“By the beginning of the 19th century, 
Jerusalem was little more than a small 
provincial town in the western marches 
of the Ottoman Empire. The 19th century 
city occupied roughly the same area as 
the Roman colony of Aelia Capitolina built 
in AD 132 over the ruins of the Jewish city. 

The census of 1849 gives the first 
modern count of the population.  Limited 
to male Ottoman subjects, it enumerated 
3,074 Muslims, 1,972 Christians and 895 
Sephardim Jews. Added to that number 
was the growing number of Jews, from 
Eastern Europe, who had come as pilgrims 
and had settled in the city.  According 
to the estimate given by the chief rabbis 
of the two communities, there were a 
total of 2,660 Sephardim Jews and 2,000 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

Ashkenazim in the city.”
But by the 1850s, Jews numbered over 

8,000 and constituted the majority of the 
population. That number grew to 33,000 
by 1921 and to 195,000 by 1967.

The population of Yerushalayim today 
approaches one million people, 600,000 of 
them are Jews.

I apologize for the somewhat dry list 
of figures and statistics that open this 
week’s PtP (Probing the Prophets) but 
I do so because that was the first thing 
that came into my mind upon reading 
this week’s haftarah. The selection, 
from perek 54 of Sefer Yishayahu, is 
the shortest of the sheva d’n’chemta-the 
seven haftarot of consolation-with every 
pasuk expressing Hashem’s reassurance 
that His promises of a glorious future 
awaiting the nation, promises that the 
prophet Yishayahu had delivered to the 
people, would indeed be realized. 

G-d begins His words by telling Israel 
to rejoice, referring to the suffering 
nation as an “akara”, a barren woman, 
for, He promises, that she would have 
a greater amount of children, i.e., of 
population, than those cities that had 
not been “barren”, the very cities whose 
population outnumbers her now. And, 
in order to reinforce His message to the 
people, the message of dramatic growth 
and expansion, Hashem tells them to 
“widen their tents” and to “extend the 
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curtains of their dwellings”, impressing 
them with the fact that there would be 
no room for all those who will enter the 
Holy City!! This change in status will 
affect her stature in the eyes of the other 
nations as well. Nevermore would she be 
considered shamed or disgraced as one 
rejected by Hashem but would be seen as 
one graced by G-d’s presence-for He will 
never again remove His kindness and 
mercies from His chosen nation.

Look again at the earlier statistics. See 
how empty and “barren” Yerushalayim 
was as she experienced almost two 
millennia bereft of her children. 

These words of comfort and 
consolation would have very little impact 
on a mourning nation who had lost 
their faith. But the promises of G-d and 
the words of Yishayahu were directed 
at a holy nation who kept their faith-in 
Hashem and His prophets-throughout 
their painful history. 

So what say we now?
Today, these promises ring true as 

we look around our Holy Land and see 
how we are “widening our tents” and 
“extending the curtains of our dwellings”, 
how the rapid pace of construction still 
struggles to keep up with the growing 
population and how new communities 
are being built in places where there were 
none-even in the time of Yishayahu! And 
no longer can Jerusalem be described as 
a “provincial town” or a “Roman colony.”

So put down your Torah Tidbits while 
the haftarah is chanted. Listen to the 
words of the haftarah; digest its message.

Hashem is speaking to us today.
And He is saying: “See-I told you so!” 
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 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

mate was made in the past. One cannot 
second guess that decision every day and 
think about whether they chose the best 
mate. Those who move forward after 
making the initial decision will have a 
happy marriage. The term matza is in 
the past tense. It is the path to happiness. 

Motzei, on the other hand, is in the 
present tense. If one re-evaluates their 
decision every day, their marriage will be 
bitter. Each party will be suspicious of the 
other’s allegiance and commitment. For 
the relationship to flourish, there must be 
a real commitment. Sure, issues arise in a 
marriage, but the couple can work hard 
and resolve misunderstandings. 

Rav Chaim Soloveitchik relates that upon 
leaving on his first date with his future 
wife, his father, Rav Aharon Soloveitchik 
told him “start with your eyes open and 
your heart closed.” Make a careful and 
mindful decision.  However, once you’ve 
decided, close your eyes and open your 
heart.  Just enjoy being together and don’t 
look back.  

We live in a disposable generation. If we 
don’t like something, we just buy a new 
one. We cannot have that attitude when 
it comes to marriage. That is something 
that we have to work hard at to improve. 
As Hazal tell us (Sota 2a), finding the 
proper mate is as hard as splitting the Red 

Matza or 
Motzei

כי יקח איש אשה חדשה... )דברים כד:ה(

When a man takes a new wife… (Devarim 
24:5)

The Gemara (Berakhot 8a) states:  

In the West (i.e., Eretz Yisrael), when 
a man marries, they ask: “‘Matza’ or 
‘motzei’?” Matza – as it is written, “One 
who has found (matza) a wife has found 
goodness.” Motzei – as it is written: “I find 
(motzei) that woman is more bitter than 
death.” 

What exactly is intended by this Talmudic 
statement? What is the distinction 
between matza and motzei in that one 
relates to happiness while the other 
relates to bitterness? 

Rav Shimshon Pincus (Tiferes Shimshon) 
suggests as follows. When a couple 
marries, they are in love. They are 
determined to build a life together. As life 
progresses, and the couple experiences 
some challenges, they may question 
whether they made the correct choice. 
For a marriage to succeed, one must 
realize that the decision of selecting a 
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Sea. It is not natural for two individuals 
to come together as one. When there is 
a misunderstanding, grab the wedding 
album and remind each other of the love 
you felt then and wish to maintain. 

 Hakadosh Barukh Hu treats us that way, 
too. Sefer Yirmiyahu (31:1) states: “So says 
Hashem, the people found favor in the 
desert…."כה אמר ה מצא חן במדבר"

Hashem found favor (“hen”). What does 
that mean? Once he chose us, he did 
not wonder every moment, “Am I going 
to keep this nation or not? They really 
sinned against me?” No! He does not 
re-evaluate whether it was the correct 
decision to select Am Yisrael as the 
treasured nation. It’s a done deal. We’re 
married to HaKadosh Barukh Hu. 

The message to us is clear. Once we made 
the determination to marry, we do not 
second guess that decision on a daily 
basis. If we want a happy marriage, there 
is no room for testing the waters. Accept 
things as they are and build a strong, 
trusted and happy life together.  May we 
do our best to enhance our relationship 
with our spouse and ensure a happy and 
healthy environment in our homes. 
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Long Term 
Lessons

According to chazal, the laws 
concerning the ben sorer umoreh 
have never been practically 

applied since the scenario described in 
the Torah has never actually occurred.  
Rather one is obligated to learn this topic 
and become inspired from its messages 
and lessons.  

Rashi teaches us a fascinating ruling in the 
case of this rebellious child. He is killed ‘al 
shem sofo’, for what will become of him in 
the future. His gluttonous ways will lead 
him to steal and kill, therefore beis din 
decrees the death sentence before he does 
these terrible things.   Chazal wonder, how 
can we reconcile this verdict with another 
ruling, ‘ba’asher ho sham’. In that case one 
is judged from the place at which he is at 
the present moment, not based on what 
he will become in the future.  Rashi notes 
that the angels wanted to kill Yishmael 
as his descendents would kill Jews 
generations later.  Hashem responded, we 
will look at where he is now, not what will 
be in the future.

Rabbi Eliyahu Mizrachi, a famous 
commentator on Rashi, suggests that the 

theoretical ben sorer umoreh had already 
begun his evil acts, while Yishmael at the 
time had not yet been involved in such 
destructive behavior.

Rabbi Yisrael Salanater suggests that 
the ben sorer umoreh’s negative habits 
were so entrenched in his being that he 
was bound to behave in such a dreadful 
way.  He was indeed being judged for the 
present since the future was so clearly 
defined by his terrible present.  However 
Yishamel had not acted at that point with 
such wickedness. It was not a given that 
his children would follow in his ways, he 
therefore was judged where he was at 
that moment.   Rav Schwadron sees here 
a timely message for Elul. He comments 
that we must introspect at this time of 
year to insure that our negative patterns 
are not so rooted within us that we are 
almost bound to sin.  We must ensure that 
our negative middot aren’t an automatic 
precursor to sin.

Rav Moshe Scheinerman in Ohel Moshe 
develops this idea even further.  Hashem 
judges a person where he is since every 
person has free choice and has can 
change his behavior.  A person can 
always do teshuvah and therefore one 
can’t be judged on what may occur in the 
future.  However, a ben sorer umoreh, 
who continuously followed his base 
inclinations, has obviated his gift of 
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choice and therefore is punished now for 
the future that has been predetermined. 
Such a person has destroyed his self-
control and will no longer be able to 
overcome his desires.

Rav Shach points out a different 
dimension completely. The Torah 
teaches us that the ben sorer umoreh 
does not listen to his parents’ voice 
(Devarim 21; 18).  One who is not open 
to rebuke, is not open to change and 
growth.  This boy has proven that he 
refuses to listen to anything or anyone, 
except his own cravings.  Such a person 
will never change.  Rav Scheinerman 
further shows that this dimension was 
not present with Yishmael.  The Torah 
tells us what seems to be an extraneous 
fact, Yishmael’s mother took a wife for 
him from Mitzrayim.  This, notes the 
Ohel Moshe, proves that he was able to 
listen to his parents; at that time he was 
an open receptacle. 

Indeed, there is a powerful lesson here 
that we can all process and apply .  Now 
is a time to analyze and expose ourselves 
to the following question: how  open are 
we really to ‘listening’, to growing? 

31 King George, Jerusalem  02 563-7155 
Web: SherlockSHats.com

SHERLOCKS
Hats for Men & Women

3 Reasons to Buy  
a Panama Hat Now

CLASS!

SAVINGS!

PROTECTION!
You Can Never Have Enough

The Sun’s UV Rays Are Dangerous

25% Off Through August 31

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR 
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.

JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.



24     TORAH TIDBITS / KI TEITZEI 5780

Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver 
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l 

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Not a 
Laughing 
Matter

An American yeshiva student 
learning in the Gerrer Yeshivah 
Sefas Emes in Yerushalayim  was 

set to return home, and wanting to make 
the most of his last hours in Eretz Yisrael, 
decided to spend the night davening at the 
Kotel. To his amazement, in the moments 
before dawn, Rebbe Yisrael Alter, the ‘Beis 
Yisrael’ of Gur, arrived to daven there 
as well. Thrilled at his good fortune, the 
young man approached the Beis Yisrael 
and requested a bracha.

The Rebbe looked deeply into the 
young man’s eyes. “Tell me, what is the 
greatest praise a person can say about 
the Ribono Shel Olam?” Overwhelmed 
and intimidated, the young man could 
hardly speak as the Rebbe answered his 
own question: “There is no greater praise 
of Him than extolling the fact that the 
Ribbono Shel Olam doesn’t laugh at a Yid.”

As the Rebbe continued on his way, the 
young man, speechless and confused 
headed back to the yeshiva on his way 
to the airport, where he noticed that the 
light was still on the office of the Rosh 
Yeshiva, the ‘Pnei Menachem’, Reb Pinchas 
Menachem, zt’l. He  knocked on the door, 
and as he was welcomed in he asked the 
Pnei Menachem if he could shed light on 
the Rebbe’s cryptic statement. Smiling 
knowingly, the Pnei Menachem explained:

“Imagine if a student were to act 
inappropriately and violate the rules of 
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the yeshiva. Brought before me, he asks 
to be forgiven, declares that he regrets his 
actions, and that he’ll never ever repeat 
the same poor choices. Of course, I will 
believe his sincerity and give him another 
chance. Now imagine that this person 
breaks the rules not once or twice, but 
again and again, and each time, he comes 
into the office and tearfully regrets his 
indiscretion, begging for forgiveness. How 
would a Rosh Yeshiva react? What could I 
say? ‘Are you not making a mockery of the 
program, the rules, of me, of yourself?’ His 
act of piety and sincerity is all a show, one 
big joke.

“This is how basar v’dam, a human being, 
might respond. However, when it comes to 
the Ribono Shel Olam, even if someone has 
fallen over and over, repeating the same 
mistakes again and again, his Teshuvah 
is accepted as if it is the first time he is 
seeking to change. This is gevaldik praise 
of the Ribono Shel Olam, who takes our 
efforts in Teshuvah and our retzonos to 
change seriously. For Hashem Yisborach 
there are no jokes and the sincere efforts 
of a Yid are no laughing matter.”

“MAN PLANS,                              
G-D LAUGHS”

“Ki Seitze l’milchamah — When you go 
out to engage your enemy….” Chazal 
interprets this opening pasuk of our 

sedra to be a description of our eternal 
struggle with our lower self and yeitzer 
hara, our evil inclination. In this parshah 
of the month of Elul, we are instructed to 
“go out” and adopt a proactive stance in 
our efforts to draw close to Hashem and 
make good choices. While sometimes we 
may get discouraged, and we may need 
to begin again countless times, we must 
nonetheless “go out” and re-engage, over 
and over again.

As we approach the end of another year, 
we are looking forward to new beginnings, 
a year of health and stability. All too often 
this past calendar year we heard the old 
Yiddish aphorism quoted: A mentch tracht, 
un Gott lacht, “Man plans, G-d laughs.” 
Though this saying never sat well with me, 
this year it stung. It was as if the Ribbono 
shel Olam were insensitive and deaf to our 
suffering and disappointment, snickering 
over our cancelled plans and misfortunes, 
chas v’Shalom. How could it be?

The truth is, however, man plans and 
sometimes Hashem sees fit to rearrange 
those plans for the best. If one thing is 
important to remember during this season 
of Teshuvah, it is that the desires of a Jew 
to draw close and fulfill Hashem’s will are 
no joke — and no laughing matter. May we 
have the bitachon to “go out” as many times 
as it takes, no matter what obstacles or 
“enemies” may arise. And may HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu always see the good of our 
inner intentions, for the sincere efforts of 
a Yid are no laughing matter! 

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

לכבוד שלמה יהודה בן-לאהלכבוד שלמה יהודה בן-לאה
הידוע ככלב איש-שדההידוע ככלב איש-שדה

 איש אמת איש אמת
בברכה ואהבה לכבוד יום הולדתך,בברכה ואהבה לכבוד יום הולדתך,

 משפחתך משפחתך



26     TORAH TIDBITS / KI TEITZEI 5780

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

These past number of months 
have been both challenging and a 
blessing. The additional time spent 

at home, and with loved ones has enabled 
us to refocus our priorities and to cherish 
those experiences we share together as a 
family.

One of the many experiences our fami-
ly has shared during the past number of 
months, has been the appearance on three 
different occassions of birds' nests on the 
balcony of our home. In addition to the ex-
citement of our very inquisitve six year old 
daughter, the presence of these nests posed 
an interesting halachic shaila as well.

Our Sedra, Parshat Ki Teitzei, contains 
within it the challenging mitzva of 
Shiluach HaKen- the mitzva  to send away 
the mother bird.

If you happen upon a bird's nest before 
you on the road, on any tree, or on the 
ground, and it contains hatchlings or 
eggs, if the mother is sitting upon the 
hatchlings or upon the eggs, you shall 
not take the mother upon the young.

You shall send away the mother, and 
[then] you may take the young for 
yourself, in order that it should be good 
for you, and you should lengthen your 
days (Devarim 22:6-7).

There are many important details 

contained within these verses. First and 
foremost, the pesukim describe happening 
upon the nest, baderech while you are 
traveling, on the road, on the ground or 
in a tree ground before you. According to 
many poskim, the mitzva may thus not be 
performed by shooing away a mother bird 
from our own porch or yard, rather it  is as 
the pesukim  stipulate, if we happen upon 
the nest in a random place, while traveling 
outside, away from our own home.

The Rambam in the Moreh Nevuchim  
points out two powerful ideas contained 
within the Torah's instruction to send 
away the mother bird.

First ,we are concerned for the trauma 
it might cause the mother bird if we 
were to take the eggs or hatchlings 
within her sight, and therefore we are 
instructed to send away the mother bird. 
However the Rambam points out another 
important idea, our concern for the eggs 
and hatchlings themselves. The young 

Looking for someone to spend quality 
time with your elderly father? 

Religious middle-aged man, speaks multiple 
languages (English, Hebrew, Yiddish, French) 

available to chat/learn with your elderly father. 
Very knowledgeable, gentle and patient. 

For details: 0544-520598
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underdeveloped hatchlings and small 
eggs, are probably not even truly edible 
or appropriate to be eaten! Despite 
our hunger, or human inclination, by 
requiring the extra step of sending 
away, of chasing away the mother bird, 
this extra step, explains the Rambam,  is 
meant to be an impediment that for most 
people will result in their letting go of 
any desire to take the eggs or hatchlings.

The mitzva of Shiluach HaKen therefore 
could really be categorized on two 
levels as a mitzva kiyumit- a mitzva  
which may indeed be fulfilled, but is 
not obligatory under all circumstances. 
First, if indeed we happen upon a bird's 
nest while traveling, according to most 
poskim, we may indeed follow the 
Torah's specific instructions, and fulfill 
the mitzva of sending away the mother, 
and taking the eggs to eat. However, the 
Rambam's insight, perhaps, gives us a 
different understanding of the mitzva 
inherent in these pesukim. Perhaps, the 
mitzva  opportunity contained within 
the various details of this scenario, is 
specifically as the Rambam suggests, 
meant to condition us to rise above any 
natural inclination to serve our human 
desire and hunger, and rather channel 
our innate potential for emulating the 
compassionate midot of the Ribono Shel 
Olam.

Yehi Ratzon that indeed each of us, 
during these days of Elul, should merit 
to take to hear this beautiful idea 
introduced in the Moreh Nevuchim, and 
merit to channel the mida of compassion 
toward one another. 
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As Olim, we have all experienced both the euphoria and joy of making aliya, the 
fulfillment of the dreams of our ancestors, to be able to return to our beloved and 
sacred homeland. That pride and joy, for most of us, has been accompanied by 
periodic challenges as we transition to a new country, struggle with language, work 
hard to acclimate and find our place in our new environment.
For more than forty years, OU Israel has served Anglo Olim, providing both community 
events, Torah inspiration, emotional support, and constant advocacy on behalf of all 
Olim. OU Israel continues to be engaged in advocacy on behalf of anglo Olim on both 
the municipal and national level. In our efforts to better serve our current and growing 
constituent population of English speaking Olim, OU Israel is conducting a survey of 
current anglo Olim across the country and across demographics. This survey will 
enable us to provide additional programs and services, and to better articulate and 
advocate for the needs of all current and future Olim. Please share your experiences 
by completing this brief survey, and join us in ensuring that all Olim are given the 
support and resources to truly thrive here in Eretz Yisrael.
Please visit the following  link to participate in this brief survey:
https://www.ouisrael.org/olim2020/

Anglo Olim Survey 2020
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OU ISRAEL CENTER     l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 8:30PM

Food for Thought

 Rosh Hashana Cooking Demo
 with Torah Insights

Join us virtually as four special women 
present their Rosh Hashana recipes, 

alongside words of Torah and inspiration.  

https://zoom.us/j/85706073239

Go to 
www.ouisrael.org/rhrecipes

to register and receive a list of ingredients

LaBriut, RBS Specialty Health Center, is recruiting Medical and Dental specialists to provide the residents 
of Ramat Beit Shemesh, Beit Shemesh, and all of central Israel with the very best medical and dental specialty 
care available. With the anticipated opening of our multi-specialty center this fall, medical and dental 
providers are invited to use our beautiful and professional offices for consulting  and treating private and/or 
kupot cholim patients during single or multiple sessions (morning, afternoon, evening), or on a full-time basis.

We invite Israel board certified specialists in the following specialties 
(adult and pediatric) to consider this wonderful opportunity.

 Cardiology
 Pulmonology
 Gastroenterology
 Dermatology
 Otolaryngology
 Urology
 Orthopedics
 Neurology
 Endocrinology

 Rheumatology
 Ophthalmology
 Surgery
 Psychiatry
 Podiatry
 Psychology, Physiotherapy, 

   Speech Therapy, 
   Occupational Therapy, 
   Chiropractic, Counseling

 Endodontist
 Periodontist
 Oral Surgeon
Oral facial pain / TMJ

For more information, email us at labriuthealthcenter@gmail.comFor more information, email us at labriuthealthcenter@gmail.com

DENTAL SPECIALISTS MEDICAL SPECIALISTS 

Ultrasound 
3D/4D Imaging

 Available Options
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Linking our Lives2gether
for active single Olim, ages 60-75

Presents a new weekly get-together: 

SUNDAYS AT 7:00PM
Each week, a different subject will be 
presented by our members and guests.
Join us for a virtual night out.

For Zoom address and password contact
Chana Spivack
cspivack@ouisrael.org or 
050-229-4951

 22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM   l   02-560-9110    l   WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l     22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM     l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 8:00 PM

The Women’s Performance Community of Jerusalem & OU Israel present

Come visit Venice, Italy, with “Rebbetzin Unplugged”, the beloved Rebbetzin 
Shachar Banin of the Beit Chabad in Venice. 
Join us for a taste of Jewish life in Venice, in the past and during today’s trying times. 
We will also be joined by classical singer Sara Covey Lopez of Tucson, Arizona, who 
will regale us with an Italian aria.

Women Reaching Higher

VISITING VENICE... VIRTUALLY

FOR 
WOMEN 

ONLY

A zoom link will be posted on Facebook
on the day of the event at: 
Facebook.com/wpcjerusalem 

To learn more about Rebbetzin Banin, 
visit: www.RebbetzinUnplugged.com
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OU Israel at          Online Shiurim & Programs  in the comfort of your Home

SUN, AUG 30 MON, AUG 31 TUE, SEP 1 WED, SEP 2 THURS, SEP 3

9:15 AM
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski
Torah Readings of the Yamim 
Noraim. https://zoom.
us/j/81195417604 

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua. https://
zoom.us/j/615813416

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal. 
https://zoom.us/j/488542635 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.us/j/887981820 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn. 
Parshat HaShavua. 
https://zoom.us/j/2624570009

9:00 AM
Rabbi David Walk
Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

10:15 AM
Rabbi Aharon Adler
The Giants who Shaped 
Modern Orthodoxy
https://zoom.
us/j/403831319

11:30 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz
Mishlei: Wisdom for 
Life (L’Ayla). https://
us02web.zoom.
us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.

9:15 AM
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/144986284

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider
Chasidut on the Parsha
https://zoom.us/j/700303855 

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, Family and Society 
in the writings of 
Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook 
and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.us/j/81925157325

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

9:00 PM
Rabbi Sam Shor
Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration 
from the Masters of 
  Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz Minchat  
Chinuch. https://zoom.
us/j/89983298537

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/98629920642  

10:30 AM
Rabbi Avi Herzog
Sefer HaKuzari/ https://
us02web.zoom.
us/j/84083193142

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820  

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz 
(L’Ayla)
 Tefillot of Yamim Noraim
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

9:00 AM
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel Halacha 
and Medina. https://zoom.
us/j/6878683646

10:15 AM
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Contemporary Issues in Halacha 
& Hashkafa. https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

11:30 AM
Rabbi Alan Kimche
Great Jewish Thinkers
https://zoom.us/j/772450422

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub Halacha. 
https://zoom.us/j/709706986

8:30 PM
Rabbi Ezra Friedman
Practical Kashrut
https://zoom.us/j/698124792 

8:30 PM
Rav Meir Goldwicht (Hebrew)
Parshat Hashavua
https:// zoom.us/j/2244321902

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/

MISSED A CLASS?
 You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

*L’AYLA CLASSES 
ARE FOR 

WOMEN ONLY

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

8:00 AM Special Event
WPC Event (women only)
VISITING VENICE... 
VIRTUALLY Go to facebook.
com/OUIsrael to get zoom link
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Last week, on Rosh Chodesh Elul, 
Am Yisrael lost a Torah giant, my 
Rebbe and teacher, Hagaon Harav 

Zalman Nechemia Goldberg zt"l. During 
his lifetime, the Rav gave tens of thousands 
of in-depth shiurim across the religious 
sectors. He was blessed with an incredible 
mind and capacity for Torah knowledge. 
In a single day, the Rav would deliver 
up to twenty Torah classes, on twenty 
different topics without any preparation 
whatsoever. His humility was beyond 
compare, always distancing himself from 
any form of honor or recognition.

The current article presents the teachings 
of Rav Zalman Nechemia on the topic of 
“nullification” as it relates to kashrut.

Kashrut organizations are faced with 
the challenge of guaranteeing the 
highest standards of kashrut in factories, 
restaurants, and in private kitchens. The 
goal is to prevent as many mistakes as 
possible. Even though there is room at 
times to be lenient, a stricter approach 
prevents many mistakes from being made. 

Rav Zalman Nechemia explains the basis 
for the use of stringency using various 
halachic concepts. 

The halachic principle of “nullification” 
applies in kashrut when a non-kosher 
food falls into a mixture of kosher food. 
The non-kosher food is nullified as there 
is a majority of sixty times more kosher 
substance than non-kosher food. 

Would it be halachically permissible to 
intentionally nullify food? For example, 
would it be permissible to toss a small 
drop of pork fat into a pot of kosher 
soup knowing that it will be nullified? 
The Gemara (Beitza 4:B) and Shulchan 
Aruch (YD 89:5-6) explicitly prohibit this 
intentional action.

Rav Zalman Nechemia brings the halachic 
concept of “Davar Sheyesh Lo Matirin” 
(see Nedarim 57:B, Shulchan Aruch YD 92) 
in order to explain the logic behind this 
prohibition of intentional nullification. 
“Davar Sheyesh Lo Matirin” refers to a 
case in which a prohibited food falls into 
a mixture of kosher food. The non-kosher 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

Kashrut Principles as taught 
by Rav Zalman Nechemia 
Goldberg zt”l
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food holds a unique status in which it will 
become kosher in the future. An example 
of such (although disputed), relates to 
chametz on Pesach. If a piece of bread falls 
into a kosher l’pesach dish, even though 
there is sixty times more kosher l’pesach 
food, the chametz is not nullified as it will 
be permissible right after Pesach. 

Rav Zalman Nechemia explains that 
the halacha regarding “Davar Sheyesh 
lo Matirin” and the prohibition to 
intentionally nullify non-kosher food are 
related. If our sages rule against relying on 

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

nullification of a kosher l’pesach mixture 
containing chametz as it will become 
permissible after the chag, then surely 
it is prohibited to intentionally nullify 
food by purposely mixing in a prohibited 
substance.

Rav Zalman Nechemia explains that 
nullification is not ideal but rather an ex 
post facto tool. Nullification was meant to 
be applied in a situation where a mistake 
has been made. The Torah never intended 
the concept of nullification to be used as a 
loophole.
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Rav Zalman Nechemia expands the 
aforementioned concept through the 
halacha of “kavua” (permanence). Kavua 
refers to the prohibition of nullification 
as it relates to an important or permanent 
mixture. The Gemara (Ketuvot 15:A) brings 
the example of a town in which meat is sold 
in ten different stores, nine kosher stores 
and one non-kosher store. An individual 
purchased meat in a store, yet he forgot 
from which store the meat had been 
purchased. One may assume that the meat 
would be permissible on the grounds of 
nullification. However, the Gemara (Ibid) 
states that the meat is prohibited based 
on the fact that it may not be kosher. The 
reasoning for this ruling is that the stores 
are permanent (kavua) and nullification 
therefore does not apply. 

Rav Zalman Nechemia addresses the logic 
behind Kavua. He explains that if it were 
permissible on the basis of nullification to 
purchase from any permanent store, then 
a person could hypothetically enter any 
store to purchase meat without checking 
kashrut certification. This would falsely be 
relying on the fact that the majority of the 
stores were kosher. The Rav emphasizes 
that nullification is not used an ideal tool, 
but rather only in a case of need.

The Rav explains that our sages were 
teaching about the need to have foresight 
in order to prevent halachic complications. 
The underlying halachic principles 
are applied through strict policies in 
our factories, restaurants and private 
kitchens. The OU makes extreme effort to 
enforce policies that maintain the highest 
worldwide standards of kashrut.

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

On a personal note:

While I was a talmid in Yeshivat Ohr Eztion, 
I had the immense honor and privilege of 
driving Rav Zalman Nechemia Goldberg to 
his weekly shiurim. The Rav’s vast scope of 
Torah knowledge left a deep impression 
on me and on all those who merited to 
learn from him. The Rav was a source of 
inspiration, teaching Torah to anyone who 
wished to listen. His dedication and love 
of Torah impacted the lives of thousands 
of talmidim. May his legacy of Torah 
study continue to inspire Am Yisrael for 
generations to come. 

Top: 
Rav Goldberg at 
my son, 
Yosef Simcha's 
Bris, 2014

Left:
Me attending 
Rav Goldberg's 
shiur, 2012



OU ISRAEL CENTER         37

For Rent

GabaiRealEstate

BAKA, K. Galuyot

RECHAVIA, HaTibonim Street

GabaiRealEstate.com

102 sqm, 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, bright, airy,  
succah balcony and gorgeous view.   
Asking price: 2,390,000 NIS

RECHAVIA, Even Gvirol
On Even Gvirol, 2 bedrooms, fully furnished, shabbat 
elevator, succah balcony, bright and airy.

110 sqm, 3 bedroom apartment, renovated, furnished. 

Yaniv: 052.614.1442
Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
EliaGabai@gmail.com

ARNONA, Beitar st.

O. KATAMON, Dostai

1.5 Flights up, 80 sqm, 3 rooms, fully furnished,  
in great condition, w/ central AC. Asking NIS 5,500

Spacious 4 room apartment in the heart of Katamon. 
The apartment is equipped with 3 bedrooms, 1.5 
bedrooms, a porch, and is well lit.  
ASKING PRICE ONLY 6,300 PER MONTH

BEIT HAKEREM, Hechalutz
Private house!  300 sqm, 750 sqm lot,  
one of a kind, potential for future expansion.

O. KATAMON, Chaim Bajayo

ARNONA, H. Chaim Cohen

In the prestegious Ganei Katamon project is a rare 
3 bdrm apartment, with 3 airways, renovated, parking, 
storage and an elevator. Asking price: 3,590,000 NIS

89 Sqm, 196 sqm registered garden!  2.5 beds, 2 full 
baths parking, new building.

For Sale

SHIUR SPONSORS
Thursday, August 20 - Rabbi Taub’s shiur 
was sponsored today in Loving Memory of 

Yael bat Mordechai v’ Batya a”h
Sunday, August 23 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s Shiur was 

sponsored לעילוי נשמת 
Adele Alice Schaalman a”h  beloved mother of 

Susie Secemski  on her yahrzeit, 3 Elul
Monday, August 24th - Rabbi Goldscheider’s 
shiur was sponsored for a Refuah Shleima for 

Mirel bat Dvora
Tuesday,  August 25 - Rabbi Herzog’s shiur 

on Sefer HaKuzari was sponsored by  
Darlene Herman 

in honor of the beauty and wisdom of Judaism
Wednesday, August 26 -  Rabbi Manning’s Shiur

 is sponsored by Joe Bloomberg, in loving 
memory and for the aliya neshama of my mother 
Anita Bloomberg – Chana Gitel bas Yosef a”h, 

today (6 Elul) being the day that my saying of 
Kaddish for her is concluded (11 months)

Wednesday, August 26 - Rabbi Manning’s shiur 
is sponsored today by Mark and Debra Zohar in 
appreciation and Hakarat Hatov to Rabbi Manning 

for the wonderful Torah 
he shares with us every week

Wednesday, August 26 -  Rabbi Manning’s shiur 
is sponsored in Memory of Fruma bat Meijer 

a”h who’s yahrzeit was the 9th of Sivan  
Sunday, August 30 -  Rabbi Aaron Adler’s Shiur is 

Sponsored by Rachel and Yochanan Elrom 
in heartfelt memory of David Quint z”l   

Monday, August 31 — Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is 
sponsored by Ceil and David Olivestone 

in loving memory of Ceil’s father 
Josef Weinberg - Yosef Reuven ben Meir 
Mordechai z”l  on his 18th yahrzeit, 3 Elul
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

A Match Made 
in Heaven

In his final days as leader of the nation 
Moshe continued disseminating the 
Divine law and guiding his people. It 

may come as a surprise that it is at this 
stage that Moshe communicated the laws 
of divorce.

“If a man marries a woman...and he wrote 
her a bill of divorce and presented it into 
her hand...and she shall leave his house 
and go and marry another man.” (Devarim 
24:1-2).

The Rebbe’s Analysis

In a fascinating sicha (public teaching), the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson zt”l (1902-1994) interestingly 
focuses on the unique relationship of 
‘marriage’ the Almighty shares with the 
nation of Israel. He uncovers the deeper 
meaning surrounding the idea of divorce. 

Contradictory Terms

The Rebbe is intrigued by the term the 
Torah employs for the bill of divorce: 
Sefer Kritut. The two words actually have 
conflicting meanings. Kritut, literally 
‘cutting off’ or ‘separation’ implies that 

this document must sever all legal bonds 
between husband and wife. The document 
must be unconditional in terms, leaving no 
ties between the man and his former wife.

In contradistinction, the first term sefer 
symbolizes unity. The word sefer is 
associated with a sefer Torah - a scroll 
which stands for wholeness and peace. 
Indeed, a get actually must conform with 
certain rules that are required when 
writing a sefer Torah. For example, it 
must be written upon ruled lines and its 
length be greater than its width.  (Tur, 
Shulchan Aruch, Even Haezer, ch.25). 
Another unique example of unity uniquely 
embedded within the divorce document 
is that the divorce scroll must be written 
on a single sheet. This is in contrast to a 
Torah scroll which consists of many sheets 
sewn together. In sum, the Rebbe quotes 
the Rambam who proposes that a Torah 
scroll is a supreme symbol of unity: “The 
whole Torah was given to make peace in 
the world,” (Hilchot Chanukah)

Is it not surprising to find a dual symbolism 
inherent in the divorce document; on the 
one hand ‘separation’ (kritut), on the other 
(sefer), a symbol of unity and wholeness?

Marriage Between Israel and God

The Rebbe proceeds to examine the notion 
of marriage and the possibility of divorce 
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in the spiritual realm between God and 
Israel. 

Our Sages assert that a bond of marriage 
was forged between the Almighty and 
Bnei Yisrael at Sinai. We are reminded of 
this when reciting a bracha and we use 
the same word that is used concerning 
a wedding - kiddushin, namely, “asher 
kideshanu bemitzvotav ve’tzivanu…”. 

A striking example of a ritual in which we 
affirm a Jew’s betrothal to God is when 
donning Tefillin. We wrap the strap around 
the finger, which symbolizes erusin, the 
betrothal with the Almighty - we declare: 
V’erastich li l’olam, ‘You are betrothed to 
me forever.”

Indeed, the axiom is established that the 
nation of Israel and God are wed to one 
another.

A passage in the Talmud raises the 
question if divorce is actually a feasible 
prospect between the Divine One and 
His people (Sanhedrin 105a). A group of 
ten elders, leaders of Israel, sat before 
Ezekiel the prophet and exclaimed: “If God 
answers us favorably, fine. However, if he 
does not, but rather leaves us in the hands 
of our enemy, Nebuchadnezzar, then he 
has no right to punish us for our sins, for 
a husband who divorces his wife no longer 
has a claim of loyalty upon her (see Rashi 

to Yechezkel 20:1).” In other words, these 
sages raised the possibility that a divorce 
between God and Israel may have actually 
already occurred.

The Holy One Blessed be He answered 
through prophecy with these words, 
“Where is the divorce document?…” 
(Isaiah 50:1) In other words, the fact that 
you have no ‘bill of divorce’, no ‘get’ was 
ever delivered to you proves that the 
relationship was never severed. Rather, 
our separation is only temporary due to 
the force of your sin and rebellion.

Merely An Appearance of Divorce

The Rebbe cites a further proof that a 
divorce from Hashem is untenable: A 
decisive halacha  proves that God’s exile 
of the nation of Israel in no way brought 
about the actuality of divorce. The 
Mishnah in Tractate Gittin tells us, “The 
bearer of a divorce from another country 
must declare, “In my presence it was 
written and in my presence it was signed’.” 
In other words the individual delivering 
the get states he is not the husband, he is 
only his messenger. 

We can apply this law to the situation of 
Israel in exile. Namely, any of the foreign 
powers that have defeated Israel and 
ruled over her in exile serve only as God’s 
messengers; they have no real power 
over Israel. Indeed; they therefore have 
no means to effectuate a divorce. Israel 
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remains, and will always remain God’s 
people. The bill of divorce never left God’s 
hands and therefore we emphatically 
affirm that there is no divorce.

Why A Get is called a ‘Sefer’

The Rebbe declared that a deep and 
enduring love between Israel and God was 
established at Sinai - a  love that can never 
be extinguished. The love of the Jew for 
God is reciprocal. Thus exile is not divorce. 
It may be a hiding of love - however, the 
love between God and Klal Yisrael is 
constant and alive.

The Rebbe makes the claim that the exile 
actually revealed an even stronger bond 
between God and his nation. There is a 
love that exists that is essential to their 
bond, even when they have ostensibly 
‘parted ways.’ Neither side gives up on 
the relationship even when it is strained 
and might even appear that a divorce has 
transpired.

Although at a time of exile the relationship 
between God and Israel may have appeared 
as a divorce outwardly,  inwardly, that 
bond is never broken. On a spiritual plane 
this is the metaphysical meaning as to why 
the bill of divorce is given the name sefer 
and is written on a single sheet - because 
the apparent divorce never took place. 

The Rebbe went further and suggested 
that when Talmudic tractates were 
organized by the Sages they intentionally 

placed Gittin (the tractate that deals with 
divorce) prior to the chapter of Kiddushin 
(the tractate that deals with marriage). 
This symbolizes that our spiritual exile, 
which often is experienced as divorce, 
will be followed by the expression of the 
essential love that will be revealed and 
manifest to all mankind.

Lessons for Living

What are we meant to glean from these 
lofty ideas that will help guide our own 
interpersonal relationships?

The bond between people is also powerful 
and profound. The Chassidic masters 
taught that there exists between all people 
an intrinsic connection because we are all 
a sliver of a single soul. When two people 
bond in the holy act of matrimony there 
exists a deep cohesiveness. Says the Torah, 
a man will cling to his wife “and they will 
become one flesh” (Bereshit 2:24).

In the heavenly realm we know that God 
never severed his bond with Israel. In a 
similar way we aspire to emulate, even 
duplicate, that unity here below.

The Teaching of Tractate Gittin

The opening of Tractate Gittin offers a 
particular perspective on the entire issue 
of divorce. Noteworthy is the fact that the 
Talmud does not begin with the standard 
law, rather it opens with a side issue; 
it does not concern divorce itself but 
the rule of sending a divorce document 
by a messenger from overseas. It is an 
unusual case. The Rebbe suggested that 
the fact that Rabbi Yehudah the Prince 
opens the tractate with a case of divorce 

רפואה שלמה
טובה אסתר בת לאה מרים

צילה בת מרים
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from a foreign country alludes to the 
idea that the entire concept of divorce 
has its origins in a “foreign place”. There 
is unnaturalness to divorce.Although at 
times it is necessary,  the most organic or 
natural state is unity and cohesiveness.

The final passage of Tractate Gittin 
concludes: “Whenever anyone divorces 
his first wife even the Temple Altar sheds 
tears on their account.” (Talmud Gittin 
90b)

This Precise Location in the Torah

The Rebbe now asked: “In what way does 
this topic have relevance to the time of 
year it is read?” He suggested a compel-
ling answer: Ki Teitze is always read in 
the Weeks of Consolation. The apparent 
forsaking of Israel is not real. Eternal love 
abounds.

From a chassidic perspective, Moshe 
teaches this law at this time, one of his 
concluding messages to his beloved 
flock, as it conveys the unity and oneness 
that binds together the nation and the 
Almighty. This is a message that the 
people of Israel need to carry with them 
long after Moshe will leave this world.

There is a profound lesson to be learned 
from this conceptualization of the notion 
of a sefer kritut: Cohesiveness exists even 
in the face of fragmentation. The more we 
seek to actualize a close kinship with our 
fellow Jew and endeavor to attain true 
oneness with Hashem, the closer we move 
toward heralding a time of wholeness and 
the Redemption.

May that moment come soon.  

ARNONA FOR RENT garden apartment, 3 bedrooms, 
110sqm, amazing garden, easy access, parking, storage, 
a.c , fully renovated 

ARNONA 3 bedrooms, 100sqm, elevator, 2 parking, 
storage, balcony, light & airy, 5 minutes from Baka

ARMON HANATZIV - GARDEN APARTMENT 3 bedrooms, 
90sqm, private entrance, first floor, close to transportation, 
garden, gym, light & airy, only 1,650,000 nis

BAKA- Derech Chevron Arabic house, 2 bedrooms, private 
entrance, no steps, handicapped accesible, 50m garden, 
parking, walking dist. to Kotel and First Station, close to 
buses. Can be used as an office. 1,780,000 nis

ARNONA 4 bedrooms, 126m, nicest in Arnona, renovated, 
breath-taking view, sukkah porch, spacious living room, 
Shabbat elevator, 2 parking spots, large machsan, central 
A/C, private heating

OLD KATAMON- DUPLEX 5 bedrooms, 150m+building 
rights, 2 Sukka porches, 100m, authentic Arab house,                   
4 air directions, very very special

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
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The Whole       
or the Parts?

This week’s Parsha thoughts are 
dedicated to the memory of Rav 
Adin Steinsaltz, z”l, whose writings 

inevitably stirred us to think anew. The 
rabbi’s observations on this week’s Parsha 
were no exception: Not only do they 
challenge us, but they also take us out of 
our comfort zone.

The opening line of the Parsha relates to 
one who goes out to battle with the enemy. 
For R. Steinsaltz, the “enemy” might well 
be the tendency to refer to the Torah as a 
glorified treatise on how to conduct our 
lives in humanitarian terms. For the way 
we view this week’s Parsha, in particular, 
with its multitude of rules and regulations 
– and the way we conceive of the Torah 
altogether – is key to this discussion.  

In Parshat Ki Tetze, there is a collection of 
divine directives that are so diverse (and 
sometimes seemingly at odds) that we 
cannot easily fathom what the essence 
of Hashem’s rulings is. Moreover, from 
an examination of the abundant Mitzvot 
in the Parsha, it appears that the Torah 
makes no distinction between the gravity 
of one Mitzvah over another, whether it 

refers to our relationship with Hashem 
or inter-personal relations, or whether it 
concerns major principles or seemingly 
marginal matters.

More unsettling, perhaps, is our 
understanding of the juxtaposition of 
“humanitarian” Mitzvot that protect fruit 
trees from being cut down in battle or 
animals from painful exertion alongside 
injunctions to forcefully wipe out 
Canaanite cities or the whole nation of 
Amalek.

The rabbi implies that one of the dangers 
of asking such questions that focus on 
particular Mitzvot is that the inquiry, 
in and of itself, might be indicative of a 
world-view that is narrow, if not stifling. 
One is reminded of the “figure-ground” 
debate in psychological circles whereby 
one questions when looking at a painting, 
whether it is better to view each of its items 
separately or view the whole picture, even 
if we cannot connect its parts.

Either way, R. Steinsaltz would caution: 
“It is far from simple to always give 
the Torah a friendly face.” The rabbi is 
saying, in other words, that the Torah 
does not represent a corporate body that 
has to present a unified front or image. 
Paradoxically, however, the conglomerate 
of Mitzvot in the Parsha does enable us to 
see a bigger picture.

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM
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And what is that bigger picture? To cite 
Rav Steinsaltz, the Torah is not a book of 
remedies or even a guidebook for life: 
“The truth is that God’s commands are 
indeed merely decrees – and the only way 
to comprehend the Torah is as a bridge 
between us and God.”

So how do we reconcile seemingly contra-
dictory ethics such as the “humane” ap-
proach to trees and animals with the ag-
gressive, if not belligerent, destruction of 
cities? To that question, R. Steinsaltz leaves 
us with a quotation attributed to the Kotzke 
Rebbe, namely, that “A God who can be un-
derstood by anyone is not worth serving.” 

In conclusion, Rabbi Steinsaltz would 
reiterate that the attempt to reconcile 
everything in the Torah, and to create a 
unified and complete picture, turns the 
Torah (and by implication God) “into a 
plaything.” Better to understand that the 
Torah is but the bridge to Hashem. “It is 
the bridge [the journey] that God wants 
us to walk; it is a path that reaches to the 
highest heavens.” 

Shabbat Shalom!

02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.

Talbieh rental 
A jewel in best Jerusalem location.

2 bedrooms with magnificent 
private garden, 1.5 baths, catv, 

WiFi and private parking. 
Available for 1 to 6 months.

Reserve today 
054-805-0425
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How to 
Determine 
‘Paying on 
Time’ 
Question: I live in New York, but often 
people in Israel do work for me, which 
they send me via computer. How do I 
calculate my deadline to pay them and 
fulfill the mitzva to pay on time – based on 
my time-zone or my workers’?

Answer: I did not find poskim who deal 
with this question, which is not surprising, 
because the ability to work and pay at such 
a distance is new, and nowadays people do 
not usually pay for such jobs right away 
(see below). We must analyze the matter 
at its roots.

We will start with the general issue of 
time differences. Obviously, a person 
does mitzvot according to his time, but 
what about when they relate to someone 
or something with a different time? We 
cannot deal with all halachic applications, 
but the general rule is that the person 
deciding how to act follows his own time. 
Let us mention a couple of examples. At 
least fundamentally, one may operate in 

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

a place where it is not Shabbat on behalf 
of one for whom it is Shabbat or operate 
equipment where it is Shabbat (see this 
column, Bamidbar 5774). One may not 
own chametz when he is in a place where 
it is Pesach even if the chametz is in a place 
where it is not Pesach. In the opposite 
case (it is on Pesach for the object, not the 
person), Igrot Moshe (OC IV:94) says that 
it is fundamentally permitted (he claims 
it creates a Rabbinic problem, while some 
say it is fully permitted). 

On the other hand, it seems obvious 
that although a father is obligated to do/
arrange a brit mila on his son’s eighth day, 
if the two are many time zones apart, he 
would have it done on his son’s eighth day. 
Why is that obvious? The mitzva of mila is 
focused on the baby. The father’s mitzva is 
as a facilitator. A proper facilitator has to 
act in sync with the baby who is becoming 
nimol and being impacted in the process. 
It may not always be simple to determine 
upon whom the focus is. In Living the 
Halachic Process (I, D-13) we discussed the 
possibility that matanot la’evyonim need to 
be given at a time when it is Purim both for 
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

the giver and the receiver. 

So on whom is the focus regarding an 
employer paying a worker promptly 
(i.e., before the next change of day/night 
after receiving the product – Shulchan 
Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 339:6)? Is it 
the worker who may need the money 
promptly, or is it the employer, who must 
not procrastinate (or both, so that the 
time requirements of both must be met)? 
While philosophically, Chazal considered 
this mitzva crucial, likely due to the needs 
of the worker (see Devarim 24:15), the 
mitzva includes unusual halachot that 
focus on feasibility for the employer. For 
example, if a craftsman finished his work 
and informed the client, the payment clock 
does not start until the client receives it 
(ibid.; see opinions in Pitchei Choshen, 
Sechirut 9:(31) about cases where the 
employer improperly refuses to receive 
it). Also, if the employer does not have 
money available, he does not violate bal 
talin (Shulchan Aruch ibid. 10). In both 
cases, the worker may need the money 
as desperately as usual, but we follow the 
employer’s situation, if he is not stalling 

from his perspective. These are some of 
the indications (not proofs) that the basic 
halachot are based on the mandate on the 
employer not to procrastinate – apparently 
based on his circumstances.

These halachot are not usually practical 
because of another surprising leniency. 
If the worker knows that the employer 
usually has cash flow only on the market 
day or that he usually doesn’t pay anything 
until he has calculated how much he owes, 
he is not obligated to pay right away. Also, 
it is only when the worker has asked (or 
assumed to want) immediate payment that 
the mitzva to pay promptly is activated 
(ibid.). Therefore, since in most cases, 
workers are not paid for several days after 
they give the work they did, the employer/
client can keep within the normal range 
(see also Shach ad loc. 2). Of course, it is 
laudable to try (when feasible) to be ahead 
of the curve in paying workers (see Rav 
Pealim IV, CM 7), but the exactness you 
refer to is rarely needed. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Eat, Drink and 
Then Pray

Last time we discussed the 
prohibition of eating in the morning 
before Shacharit. The Shulchan 

Aruch (Orach Chayim 89:3) permits one 
to take medication before praying. The 
reason for this leniency is quite clear, 
since eating before prayers is prohibited 
either because one should first pray for 
their souls and only afterwards take 
care of their body, or that eating before 
praying is arrogant towards the Creator; 
one should first connect with God and 
only subsequently take pride in their own 
body. Taking medication is not arrogant 
and is not considered over involvement in 
physical needs. For both these reasons it is 
permitted prior to eating.

What about eating before praying for 
medical reasons? If a particular medicine 
must be taken with food or drink this is 
clearly not a problem as it is considered to 
be part of the medication itself, but what 
about a person who needs to eat or drink 
for their health, is this also permitted 
before Shacharit?

Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, the Chafetz 
Chayim, wrote the halachic seminal work, 
the Mishnah Berurah, on the first section 
of the Shulchan Aruch. In addition, he 
authored another tangential commentary 
to the Mishnah Berurah called the Biyur 
Halacha, that provides complex analysis 
of the legal rulings of earlier Jewish 
halachic authorities.

The Biyur Halacha (ad loc.) discusses 
whether one is permitted to eat and drink 
before prayers even if he could pray first 
and only afterwards eat and drink. He 
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Let us make your holidays easier & delicious!
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Deliveries in Jerusalem* & Maale Adumim; Pickups in Maale Adumim
Under private hashgacha of Rabbi Gedalia Meyer
Call or email us for this year's menu

* Unfortunately, because of Corona issues, no pickups in Jerusalem

Marc of 
Excellence 
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quotes from Rabbi Chezkiah Da Silva, the 
author of the Pri Chadash, and Rabbi Yosef 
ben Meir Teomim, the author of the Pri 
Megadim, who agreed that one can eat 
and drink prior to prayers for medicinal 
reasons, even if they could wait until 
after Shacharit.

It appears that concern for health takes 
precedence over the obligation to pray 
before eating. Even in a case where one 
could first pray, and then eat or drink for 
health reasons, they are still permitted 
to eat or drink before prayers. This is 
not limited to the case of immediate and 
present danger to health. For example, 
Rabbi Avraham Danzig wrote, in his 
book, the Chayei Adam, that someone 
who needs to eat, due to a weak heart, is 
permitted to do so even though there is no 
threat to his life.

The obligation to be healthy and maintain a 
healthy lifestyle is so imperative that it can 
take precedence over other obligations, 
such as praying as soon as possible after a 
person wakes up.

More on this next week. 

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem 
and helps couples from all over the world 
who are experiencing fertility problems. 
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles 
& Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050 
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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A Giving Heart

Our lives are filled with opportunities to 
impact change. Perhaps now more than 
ever, we look around and see families 
struggling, individuals stepping up. We see 
that the world can be  healed through acts 
of kindness between one another. Perhaps, 
there is one population in particular 
who has the gift of seeing the world with 
unlimited potential - that is our teenagers.

There is something to be said for the teenage 
years, when one looks at one’s life ahead  as 
a blank canvas of potential. The challenge, 
though, is making the right choices and tak-
ing the right paths that will set one on the 
ideal route to follow into adulthood. 

One of those choices is figuring on what 
element of personal development to place 
emphasis. 

The Mishnah in Avot 2:13 recounts an 
interaction with Rav Yochanan ben Zakkai 
where he tasks his students to discern the 
most important trait for man to strive to 

 PIRKEI AVOT
SPECIAL SUMMER SERIES

achieve. Each of these talmidim of Rav 
Yochanan ben Zakkai bring a relevant 
response to the question posed to them. 
What should we focus on to be the 
best versions of ourselves? R’ Eliezer’s 
suggestion of ‘a good eye’, is explained 
by the Rambam to be a total satisfaction 
with his life, void of jealousy of others. R’ 
Yehoshua’s response of a ‘a good friend’ is 
understood by most poskim to be someone 
who is willing to offer constructive criticism 
and someone from whom we can receive 
that corrective guidance. R’ Yose had said 
‘a good neighbor’, which according to Rav, 
is critical because those who surround us 
tend to have the greatest influence on us, 
and R’ Shimon’s response of ‘considering 
the outcome of a deed’ is explained by 
the Meiri to mean having foresight and 
planning ahead for all circumstances. 

The winning response is that of R’ Elazar 
who believed that a ‘good heart’ was the 
most important virtue, for, as Rav explains, 

פרקי אבות

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. 
lots of character, excellent condition, central A/C 
Truly one of a kind!

Mazal Tov 
to Aytan & Rivki Himelstein and family

on the birth of their granddaughter
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from a good heart flows all good actions 
and character. It is obvious that all of these 
attributes are commendable, but what is so 
revolutionary about R’ Elazar’s response is 
that in our efforts to succeed outwardly, 
we must first turn inward. 

A good heart is the lifesource of our 
existence; the passion behind our choices, 
the ability to serve Hashem with love and 
to see goodness and the potential around 
us. As Rabbeinu Yonah teaches, one good 
attribute can serve as the spark for the 
overall pursuit of a noble path.

I have had the tremendous privilege of 
serving as the Director of NCSY GIVE, 
a remarkable summer program for 
high school girls who spend five weeks 
volunteering throughout Israel. Over the 
last twelve years I have watched as these 
high school girls internalized the values of 
chessed and achrayut, and returned home 
as empowered community leaders.

The experience is truly transformative 
and is clearly marked by each NCSY 
GIVErs new awareness of and investment 
in their ‘lev tov’, their good heart. There 
is no greater moment then when you 
watch as a teen unlocks that potential 
within. I often recount the story of a 
GIVEr, as we affectionately call our girls, 
who arrived on the program on fire and 
ready to change lives. Her first volunteer 
encounter was with an older gentleman 
at a nursing home, to whom she gushed 
happily about her Jewish pride and deep 
appreciation to be in Israel. He listened 
but after a few minutes, stopped her to 
clarify that as much as he respected her 

personal feelings, he did not share a love 
for religion, a love for Israel or a love for 
much else- especially family. 

The older man proceeded to tell her that he 
had not been in touch with his son in years 
and had never even met his grandchildren. 
Though heartbroken by his words, this 
GIVEr chose to channel her ‘lev tov’ and 
harness her teenage innocence, handing 
him a piece of paper with her name and 
phone number, and encouraging him to be 
in touch if he ever wanted to speak about 
the brachot of being a Jewish person. 

Their interaction ended there and she 
went on to have a fantastic summer of 
honing and polishing her ‘lev tov’. Several 
weeks after the summer, this girl received 
a voicemail from an unknown number. 
When she went to listen, she realized that 
the message was from the older gentleman 
in the nursing home. He reintroduced 
himself and explained that as much as he 
tried to forget their encounter, he could 
not get her words or her passion out of his 
head. He continued to explain that those 
words led him to call his estranged son 
and reconnect and that the next day, he 
would be moving in with his son’s family, 
meeting his precious grandchildren for 
the very first time. He ended his message 
with thanks and a reminder to her that you 
never know the power of one interaction, 
one word, or one gesture. 

Though Judaism appropriately focuses on 
learning from our elders, I would also like 
to encourage us to learn from our youth 
so that we discover the passion and good 
heart within each of us. 
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Raising              
One’s Voice

This week I could have written 
about such mitzvot as returning 
lost articles, Shatnetz, or Tzizit. But 

other verses caught my eye in the portion, 
and though they are related to topics that 
are a bit more difficult to write about they 
are very important and unfortunately 
very relevant. I hope I will do them justice. 

In this week’s portion we are told the laws 
of two different cases of inappropriate 
conduct between a man and a girl who 
is betrothed to another man. In the first 
case (22:23-24) the man finds her in the 
city, whereas in the second case (22:25-
27) he finds her in a deserted field. In 
both cases it says that the man “lies with 
her – SHACHAV IMA”, but in the first case 
both the man and the girl are punished, 
whereas in the second case only the man is 
punished. What is the difference between 
these two cases and why is the woman 
treated differently in each case? 

Let us look closer at these verses starting 
from the second case – where the man 
finds the girl in the field. The verse says (25) 
“ VEHECHEZIK BA,– he grabbed and held 
her by force “. Here the verse mentions 

 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

force on the part of the man as Onkelos 
translates “YATKEF BA”. In the first case, 
on the other hand, this word relating to 
force is not mentioned. In this second 
case the Torah tells us that the woman is 
not guilty at all – stating that “even if the 
woman tried to shout, to object, to call for 
help, since she was in the fields there was 
no one there to come to her aid” (27). 

In the first case, on the other hand, the 
Torah tells us that the woman chose not 
to shout. It wasn’t a case of abuse, rather 
in the words of Rav Shimshon Raphael 
Hirsch  – it was conscious adultery (22-27). 
For that reason she is also punished. 

It is true that there are times when a woman 
who is being attacked may be unable 
to scream or call for help for example if 
she has a fright or freeze reaction or her 
mouth is covered by the perpetrator as 
Abarbanel suggests, but that is not the case 
being described in this first scenario. 

So why was I interested in these specific 
verses? One of the things we can learn 
from them is the importance of a woman 
shouting for help in order to protect 
herself, as well as the importance of there 
being others around who will come to her 
aid. 

I found this fascinating as I just finished 
a training course to be an instructor for 
Empowerment Self Defense (ESD). This 
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very practical method of self-defense 
is appropriate for all ages and for all 
types of attacks against women - such as 
terrorists or thieves. It can also be used 
against rapes, which, unfortunately, are 
perpetrated more than 60 percent of the 
time, by someone known, and usually 
trusted, by the victim.

One thing we learned in this training is 
the importance of using one’s voice – and 
especially shouting. The method includes 
5 principles: think, yell, run, fight, and tell. 
Fighting is only one aspect of the method. 
“Yell” is another and is just as important 
and even comes before fighting. A woman 
using her voice may actually save her own 
life. 

Reading this week’s portion strengthened 
my feelings as to the importance of 
teaching girls and women how to protect 
themselves.  

With this very difficult topic in the news 
this past week, we are reminded that it is 
of the utmost importance for our society to 
invest in education and prevention of such 
horrible incidents.  The Torah teaches us 
of the importance of women shouting and 
of having a society of people who would 
go to help women when needed. We all 
must ask ourselves if we help create such 
a society. What more can we each do to 
improve the situation?

Even in these times of Corona, there are 
still  many Health Ministry approved 
classes in person or online  where women 
can be trained in self defense (or just basic 
techniques to protect themselves). We all 
must also do our part to make sure that 

in our circles “if the betrothed girl had 
screamed out” there would be someone to 
come to her aid.  

 RECIPE

With Rosh Hashana around the corner I 
am including a recipe for a simple salad 
with black eyed peas that can be used as 
one of the simanim, rubia. 

BLACK EYED PEAS AND 
CORN SALAD

2 cups black eyed peas, cooked and cooled 

1 cup corn kernels (fresh or frozen)

1/2 red onion, finely chopped

1/2 red pepper, finely chopped

2 tablespoons fresh cilantro, chopped

1/4 cup olive oil

1/4 cup fresh lemon or lime juice

1/4 teaspoon salt

Rinse, check and cook peas. Remove excess 
water. Combine all ingredients together. 
Chill for about an hour and then serve.

Very special thanks and 

appreciation to

Avraham Saunders 

of Beitar Illit for 5 years of 

dedicated pick-up and personal 

delivery service

of TT to Beitar Illit readers
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 יהי רצון מלפניך...
 שתרגילנו בתורתך

Every morning, on my bus ride to 
work, I take a moment to say Tefillat 
HaDerech. As I begin the tefilla, I 

pause and think not only about the dangers 
of the upcoming journey on the highway, but 
also of the challenges that I expect to come 
my way that day. This is a very meaningful 
way for me to set out on my day’s journey. 
But the reality is that Chazal actually 
instituted a daily “Tefillat HaDerech” 
for the bumpy road ahead called life. 
That Tefilla is the Yehi Ratzon  which 
closes Birchot Hashachar. 

Let us analyze the beautiful words of this 
Tefilla:

יהי רצון מלפניך...שתרגילנו בתורתך – 

We begin by asking Hashem to help us 
become accustomed to the Torah way of 
life, that the Torah lifestyle should become 
our natural way of being, an ingrained 
habit. When a person accustoms himself to 
doing things which are negative or a waste 
of time, it becomes an addictive habit that 
is extremely difficult to break. We all can 
relate to this on a personal level, living in 
a generation where there is such a strong 

pull to waste time on the internet and on 
our phones. On the other hand, when one 
accustoms himself to learning Torah and 
doing Mitzvot, it also becomes an addictive 
habit and he will develop a natural pull 
to continue in that direction. The Sefer 
Haminhagim explains that we want our 
mitzvot to become second nature – we 
should feel that just like we can’t survive 
without food or drink and we have a 
natural drive pulling us to eat and drink, so 
too we should feel this overwhelming need 
and desire to do the Mitzvot. The Gerrer 
Rebbe points out that the interesting thing 
about eating is that even though we do it 
every day and it is second nature to us, we 
never get bored of it; each time we have a 
fresh appetite and desire to eat again. The 
same is true with regard to the mitzvot – 
they should become second nature but at 
the same time remain exciting and fresh. 
We need Hashem’s help to get us to the 
point.

ודבקנו במצוותיך - 

We ask Hashem to enable us to feel 
attached to the Mitzvot. It’s not enough 
to just do the Mitzvot, we want to feel a 
very strong connection and attachment 
to them. We can do our part by doing the 
Mitzvot and we ask Hashem to do His part 
and to help us to develop that emotional 
connection.

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative
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ואל תביאנו לא לידי חטא ולא לידי עבירה ועון  - 

Hashem, please don’t bring us to sin. The 
Shla asks - How can we make this request 
of Hashem? We have free choice – we need 
to decide whether or not to sin, we can’t ask 
Hashem to make us not sin!  He answers 
that we are asking Hashem to remove any 
obstacles in our path that might prevent 
us from doing the Mitzvot. Ultimately, 
we need to make the right choices and to 
decide whether or not to do the mitzvot, 
but we can still ask Hashem to help us out 
by giving us the ideal conditions to enable 
us to do so.

The Siach Yitzchak comments on the 
fact that we ask Hashem to keep us away 
from both חטא (unintentional sins) and                               
 different types of intentional) עבירה ועון
sins). He says that one may have thought 

that we should first ask Hashem to prevent 
us from more severe types of sins and 
only then ask to prevent us from the less 
severe unintentional sins. He explains 
however that it is the exact opposite – it’s 
a lot easier to commit a minor sin or to sin 
unintentionally. Most of us are not about 
to take a bite of a cheeseburger but we are 
very prone to committing something more 
“minor” like, talking Lashon Hara. So we 
ask Hashem first to prevent us from the 
sins we are more likely to commit, and only 
then ask that if we did end up committing 
“minor sins” to please prevent us from 
continuing down the slippery slope and 
committing even worse sins.

לא לידי נסיון ולא לידי בזיון – 

We ask Hashem not to make us go through 
any tests or be brought to embarrassment. 
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Hatov, to good thoughts and plans, but to 
translate that into action with a clinging to 
good deeds as well.

וכף את יצרנו להשתעבד לך – 

We ask Hashem not only to protect us 
against the Yetzer Hara, but to help us 
to take that evil inclination and use it 
to serve Him. We were all given certain 
character traits and desires – the ideal is 
to take those set of circumstances which 
may seem negative at the outset and to 
transform them into something positive, 
and not just to crush and suppress our 
natural drives.

כל  ובעיני  בעיניך  ולרחמים  ולחסד  היום...לחן  ותננו 

רואינו – 

As Torah observant Jews, is it very 
important that everything we do, not only 
finds favor in the eyes of Hashem, but also 
in the eyes of those around us, enabling a 
huge Kiddush Hashem. 

ברוך....הגומל חסדים טובים לעמו ישראל –

The concluding line (חתימה) of this bracha 
brings us back to where we started                   
 thanking Hashem for ,(חתימה מעין פתיחה)
all of the many kindnesses He has done 
for us, including removing the sleep from 
our eyes and all of the other kindnesses we 
mentioned in all of the Birchot Hashachar. 
May we all indeed be zocheh to be on the 
receiving end of all of the beautiful brachot 
of Birchot Hashachar! 

In Judaism, we believe that it is our 
job in this world to face challenges 
and tribulations, stand up to them and 
succeed, and to become better people 
because of what we’ve been through. But 
here we ask Hashem not to test us. Why is 
this? Rabbi Shimon Schwab answers that 
we ask Hashem to test us with those tests 
that we are capable of passing but not to 
test us with those tests which we are not 
able to pass, so that we will not be brought 
to embarrassment and humiliation.

ואל תשלט בנו יצר הרע – 

Even though we already asked that 
Hashem help us make Torah and Mitzvot 
become our natural habits, we need to ask 
for protection against the Yetzer Hara, the 
evil inclination. The more we are pulled to 
the good, the more the Yetzer Hara is going 
to try to pull us in the opposite direction 
so we need to ask Hashem for extra 
protection.

והרחיקנו מאדם רע ומחבר רע – 

As much as it’s important to fortify 
ourselves with Torah and Mitzvot and 
protect ourselves from the Yetzer Hara, 
the biggest danger to our spiritual 
growth is the people who surround us. 
Human beings are naturally influenced 
by those around them and so we need 
to daven for help to make sure that we 
are surrounded by good neighbors and 
friends who will have a strong positive 
influence on our spiritual growth and 
not vice versa.

ודבקנו ביצר הטוב ובמעשים טובים – 

Not only do we need to cling to the Yetzer 
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Parshat Ki-Teitzei contains 
27 positive commandments and 47 
prohibitions. Among those prohibitions 
we find “You shall not reject an Egyptian, 
for you were a sojourner in his land.” The 
grandchild of an Egyptian convert may 
marry a Jew.  Sefer HaChinuch (mitzvah 
679, in the context of a similar prohibition 
regarding Edomites) explains that we may 
not hate the Egyptians forever, even though 
they tortured and killed us, because that 
enslavement was a decree of G-d’s and we 
should not direct hatred towards them, as 
a response. They were just the messenger, 
sent by Divine Providence. 

Some people might find difficulty with 
this answer in the Sefer HaChinuch, when 
considering Rambam’s explanation of 
free will in Chapter 6 of Hilchot Teshuva.  
After explaining the concept of free 
will, Rambam recounts many verses 
throughout Tanach that support his theory 
that people are not born righteous or 
wicked. In halacha 3, Rambam claims 
that Hashem’s hardening Pharoah’s heart, 
understood by Sefer HaChinuch as Divine 
providence, was actually a punishment 
for deciding to enslave and torture the 
Jews. Once Pharoah decided that he would 
not listen to Hashem’s demand to “let my 
people go”, then Hashem would not allow 
him to change his mind. The punishment 
was loss of free choice. According to 

MIDRESHET MORIAH, YERUSHALAYIM    

Midreshet Moriah, a Religious-Zionist seminary located in 
the Baka neighborhood of Jerusalem, offers a warm, family-
like environment. The program emphasizes the individual 
growth and growing independence of every student; maximum 
flexibility for each student in designing her personal schedule 

to match her interests and goals; close relationships with teachers and mentors; the 
opportunity to create a passionate relationship with Torah through challenging, exciting 
shiurim and in private chavrutot with our faculty; and lasting ties to friends, teachers, and 
the Land of Israel.

Over the coming year Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding 
Rabbis and teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.
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Rambam’s theory here, we DO hold 
Egyptians responsible for their choices 
and therefore the mitzvah in this week’s 
parsha “to let it go and let bygones be 
bygones” is more difficult to grasp.  How 
can we just “move on” and welcome them 
with open arms, even after 3 generations 
have passed from a conversion?

I think that what we are seeing here is the 
Torah’s insistence on cultivating gratitude, 
a reason which is often suggested for many 
mitzvot – Bikkurim, korban Todah, and 
kibbud horim, to name a few. Here, too, 
although we have so many reasons to turn 
our backs on the Egyptain nation forever, 
the Torah will not let us. We can do better 
than that, and are being commanded to 
do better than that. We owe them love, 
brotherhood and partnership “because we 
were sojourners in their land.” At the end 
of the day, they hosted us, took us in, fed 
us in a famine and gave us great pasture 
lands in Goshen on which to live.  We must 

acknowledge the hospitality that they 
extended us in our time of need.

Chaza”l warn us of the danger in being 
ungrateful, in a midrash on a pasuk at 
the beginning of Sefer Shemot. We read 
in perek 1 Pasuk 8 that  “A  new king 
arose over Egypt who did not know of 
Yosef.” Our sages (Shemot Rabbah 1:10) 
direct our attention to a few chapters 
later, when Pharoah brazenly declares “I 
do not know Hashem, nor will I send out 
Israel.” They connect the two verses with 
a warning: all who cannot be grateful to 
man will ultimately deny G-d! If one does 
not cultivate the middah of hakarat haTov, 
then ultimately it will interfere in one’s 
relationship with haKadosh Baruch Hu. 
This Pharoah who did not acknowledge 
and thank Yosef for his help in the years 
of famine would never acknowledge and 
respect Hashem.

Rav Hutner, in an essay on Chanukah, 
points out that the verb for “to thank” in 
Hebrew shares the same root as the word 
for “to admit.” Both are expressed with 
the Hebrew word l’hodot. In what way 
are these two words related? Rav Hutner 
suggests that when we thank someone, 
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we are, in essence, admitting we do 
not have self-sufficiency and complete 
independence. We could NOT have done 
it without them: “I admit that I could not 
have done as well on the test without your 
tutoring – thank you!” or “I admit that It 
would have been such a schlep to get to 
this wedding without your picking me up 
and taking me – thank you!” 

When we welcome the Egyptian into our 
nation, through marriage with a third 
generation convert, it strengthens that 
muscle that can acknowledge the good 
that people have done for us. We can 
then use that middah in our relationship 
with Hashem, recognizing daily the 
gifts in our life that we receive. Each 
morning we begin our day with “modeh 
ani,” a short prayer thanking Hashem 
for returning our soul. What we are 
saying, as we recite that prayer, is also 
“we acknowledge, Hashem, that you 
have given us a soul, We would not be 
here again this morning were it not for 
Your kindness. Thank you for that gift! I 
could not be embarking upon a new day 
without You!” 

In working on hakarat haTov between us 
and our neighbors and friends, may we 
strengthen and deepen our relationship 
with Hashem. In this merit, may we be 
zocheh to see geulah in our days. 

Yitchak Kowalsky

Unique Garden Apartment on Hatzfira
Street in the German Colony

6 Rooms, High Ceilings, 160 sqm, Spacious
Kitchen, 250 sqm Garden, 4 Exposures, Full of

Character and Charm, 2 Separate Units of 25 sqm
each, Private Parking

Great Family Duplex 
in Old Katamon

5 Rooms, Large Kitchen, Spacious Living Area,
Roof, Parking, Sukkah Balcony

054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

Properties for
Sale/Rent in a New

Building in San Simon

Newest Sale Listings In Jerusalem

For Sale: Starting at 5,000,000 NIS
For Rent: Starting at 9,000 NIS

Large Duplex in Rechavia on Diskin Street

5 Rooms, 2.5 Baths, 186 sqm, Parking, View

FOR RENT

Exclusive

Exclusive
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THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

Finding 
Humanity   
in Animals

One of the greatest moral 
developments in the last 
century is reflected in the 

way we treat animals. From time 
immemorial, societies subjected 
animals to sadistic cruelty and savage 
abuse simply for the convenience 
or entertainment of humans. Today, 
however, most developed societies have 
a comprehensive system of laws in place 
to protect animals from unnecessary 
harm. In celebrating and honouring 
the value inherent in all of creation the 
Torah was one of the first codes to ever 
legislate against animal cruelty, several 
examples of which appear in Parashat 
Ki Tetze. 

One of the more famous and enigmatic 
examples of the protection of animals is 
the legislation concerning a mother bird 
and her nest eggs: 

If you happen upon a bird’s nest…and 
the mother bird is roosting over the 
young birds or eggs, you shall not take 
the mother with the young. Rather, you 

shall surely send the mother bird away, 
and take the young for yourself, in order 
that it will be good for you (Deut. 22:6-7).

Maimonides understands the underlying 
purpose of this law as being to discourage 
people from taking the eggs or chicks from 
the nest at all (Guide for the Perplexed 
3:48). Since such young birds and eggs 
are most likely unfit for consumption, in 
the face of this requirement to shoo away 
the mother bird from her children, many 
people will not bother with approaching 
the nest at all and spare it in its entirety. 
Such behaviour can inculcate compassion 
forcing confrontation with the emotions of 
a potentially bereaved mother. Through 
bringing us to consider the emotional 
state of a parent, of any species, the Torah 
is guiding us to heighten, condition and 
reinforce our understanding for the 
emotional welfare of all. 

Rabbi Obadiah Sforno, a sixteenth-century 
Italian commentator, offers an explanation 
of this law that is surprisingly relevant for 
our own society. He points out that if one 
were to swipe both a mother bird and 
her offspring, one would have effectively 
destroyed that family line. By sending the 
mother bird away, we offer her the chance 
of beginning her life anew, of producing 
more children and playing her part in 
the perpetuation of her species. In other 
words, the Torah is raising our awareness 
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of environmental conservation. When 
utilising natural resources, one of the most 
important considerations must always 
be sustainability. We cannot simply take 
what we want from the earth, because it 
cannot always replenish itself to keep up 
with our desires. The spirit of this law 
teaches us to be constantly reassessing 
our relationship with our environment, 
to ask ourselves whether we are leaving 
sufficient resources to sustain our children 
and whether we are calibrating our 
actions to ensure that we don’t exhaust our 
natural habitat. Sforno’s interpretation of 
this law teaches us that the thoughtless 
destruction of an entire line of a species is 
a desecration of God’s natural system. 

There is an important lesson that we 
can learn from the explanations of both 
Maimonides and Sforno in relation to this 
most unusual commandment. The Torah 
is painfully aware that our perceived 
dominion over animals may easily lead us 
to practice cruelty, greed and destruction 
upon our helpless fellow creatures. 
Equally, it is concerned with inculcating 
the character traits of empathy and 
kindness witan all of humanity. With the 
advantages and intelligence, we have over 
other species, comes great responsibility. 

Through commandments like this, relating 
to our behaviour towards animals, we are 
guided towards a life of care and concern 
to all creatures. 

When hiring educators, those with 
the sacred task of teaching the next 
generation, I often do so in coffee shops 
and restaurants. One reason I enjoy 
interviewing in this context is to see 
how the potential employee acts towards 
the people around us – the staff and 
strangers who could be perceived to be 
insignificant to our conversation. When 
sharing this strategy with a student of 
mine, they quoted Sirius Black, who, in 
a rare moment of acting as a good role 
model, tells Harry Potter and his friends, 
‘if you want to know what a man’s like, 
take a good look at how he treats his 
inferiors, not his equals.’ On the way to 
the top of the figurative food chain, many 
can lose their sensitivity towards those 
lower down. Through commanding us to 
treat animals in a humane way, the Torah 
educates us to maintain our humanity in 
everything we do. 

Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and learn 
more at www.RabbiBenji.com 

For rent -  
Shaarei Chesed, Sfat Street, 
one bedroom, ground floor, 
bet Lod and Even Sapir, 
private yard and entrance, 
no stairs, 50m all inclusive/fully furnished, 
no agent fees, Available NOW!
4900nis includes all bills

WhatsApp Zeva 058-789-4719
zevaadler@gmail.com
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

Avraham Zvi Thau
Jerusalem Chapter 
Director

Striking the Balance, 
Hashem will Help Us

Parshat Ki Teitzei is read at a very 
auspicious time in the Jewish calendar - 
during the month of Elul. The month of 
Elul is uniquely meant for preparation and 
introspection. For every great event or any 
moment that is worthwhile, if one wants 
to maximize it,  one needs to prepare. 
Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz said, when we 
think about Pesach, we spend hours, days, 
weeks, a month preparing for one night, 
a mere few hours! Why do we do this? 
Because if we want our seder to be special 
we need to prepare. If we want Rosh 

Hashana and the Aseret Yemei Teshuva 
and Yom Kippur to be special we need to 
prepare. But that preparation needs ample 
time. It requires an entire process which 
eventually culminates in Hoshana Rabbah. 
We are striving to become the people we 
want to be. The question remains; how do 
we begin this process?

The process of change has two major 
components; acting and believing in 
Hashem that he will help us. The pasuk 
says

כי תצא למלחמה על איביך ונתנו ה’ אלקיך בידך ושבית 

שביו:

The pasuk is talking about us going out to 
war against our enemy and that Hashem 
will deliver them into our hands. The 
Masters of the Mussar Movement 
interpret this verse in a different light 
than its literal translation. They explain 
that the enemy being referred to here 
is not a physical enemy combatant, it is 
rather our yetzer harah.

This is very apropo for the time period 
we are in, Elul. If we are trying to 
improve ourselves to be the best people 
we can be, we must also improve our 
relationship with Hashem and serve 
Him properly. We cannot always wait for 
things to improve on their own. When 
we find ourselves to be inspired we must 
act on it.

 CHESED FUND
In this pre-Rosh Hashana 

Corona period
Help to make Rosh Hashanah happy 

and sweet for the 40 needy
 individuals who turn to us.

Make checks (Israeli only) payable to
"The Chesed Fund"

and send to 
ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND

att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370

or contact us at 050-570-1067
to make a bank transfer.

Thanks to all who have helped during 
the Corona
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This can be a daunting task. We may 
question our own abilities to accomplish 
our mission - we ask ourselves, “Can we 
really succeed?”

The answer is clear, Hashem will deliver 
our enemies into our hands! 

Liat Sanders 
Jerusalem,                      
11th Grade

The Role of Mitzvot in Our 
Lives

Parashat Ki Tetzei is a very unique parsha. 
It stands out due to the fact that it contains 
seventy four mitzvot! That is the largest 
number of mitzvot mentioned in any 
parsha and in the five books.

The mitzvot in this Parsha include laws 
about inheritance among the sons of 
two wives, a wayward son, the corpse 
of an executed person, found property, 
rooftop safety, prohibited mixtures, sexual 
offenses, membership in the congregation, 
camp hygiene, runaway slaves and many 
more.

In this Parsha of course we learn about 
many  different laws we should obey and 
often see a glimpse of the moral and ethical 
concerns behind Hashem dictates. We are 
meant to adapt these ideals to other areas 
in our life. where we do not find explicit 

mitzvah mentioned in the Torah..

Often we also find that there are mitzvot 
that we do notunderstand.  The Torah 
teaches that just because we might not 
understand the meaning does not mean 
it does not have one. God knows it and 
we don’t have to always have the ability 
to  understand God’s ways. We follow the 
mitzvot  because the almighty said so. 
We  should trust and believe that all has 
meaning.  Even when  we do not see the 
deeper meaning, God does. 

------------------------------------

NCSY Israel is the premier organization 
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, 
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita" to 
the Land of Israel by encouraging passionate 
Judaism through Torah 
and Tradition. Find out 
more at israel.ncsy.org

NEW DESTINY SERIES 
RABBI BEREL WEIN LIVE 

(and in person -- no Zoom) 
 

in Beit Knesset Hanassi 
24 Ussishkin St. 

4 TUESDAY NIGHTS IN ELUL, 8 PM 
HOW TO PROPERLY PREPARE FOR 

THE YOMIM NORAIM 
This Tues. night, September 1  
HOW TO PROPERLY PREPARE  

FOR ROSH HASHANA 
 

All Govt. & health regulations strictly observed. 
 

To reserve, you must call or write Nachum. 
First come, first (re)served. 25 NIS per 

lecture or 100 NIS to guarantee a 
place for all four lectures. 

_nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0544-54-36-18_ 




