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mate was made in the past. One cannot 
second guess that decision every day and 
think about whether they chose the best 
mate. Those who move forward after 
making the initial decision will have a 
happy marriage. The term matza is in 
the past tense. It is the path to happiness. 

Motzei, on the other hand, is in the 
present tense. If one re-evaluates their 
decision every day, their marriage will be 
bitter. Each party will be suspicious of the 
other’s allegiance and commitment. For 
the relationship to flourish, there must be 
a real commitment. Sure, issues arise in a 
marriage, but the couple can work hard 
and resolve misunderstandings. 

Rav Chaim Soloveitchik relates that upon 
leaving on his first date with his future 
wife, his father, Rav Aharon Soloveitchik 
told him “start with your eyes open and 
your heart closed.” Make a careful and 
mindful decision.  However, once you’ve 
decided, close your eyes and open your 
heart.  Just enjoy being together and don’t 
look back.  

We live in a disposable generation. If we 
don’t like something, we just buy a new 
one. We cannot have that attitude when 
it comes to marriage. That is something 
that we have to work hard at to improve. 
As Hazal tell us (Sota 2a), finding the 
proper mate is as hard as splitting the Red 

Matza or 
Motzei

כי יקח איש אשה חדשה... )דברים כד:ה(

When a man takes a new wife… (Devarim 
24:5)

The Gemara (Berakhot 8a) states:  

In the West (i.e., Eretz Yisrael), when 
a man marries, they ask: “‘Matza’ or 
‘motzei’?” Matza – as it is written, “One 
who has found (matza) a wife has found 
goodness.” Motzei – as it is written: “I find 
(motzei) that woman is more bitter than 
death.” 

What exactly is intended by this Talmudic 
statement? What is the distinction 
between matza and motzei in that one 
relates to happiness while the other 
relates to bitterness? 

Rav Shimshon Pincus (Tiferes Shimshon) 
suggests as follows. When a couple 
marries, they are in love. They are 
determined to build a life together. As life 
progresses, and the couple experiences 
some challenges, they may question 
whether they made the correct choice. 
For a marriage to succeed, one must 
realize that the decision of selecting a 
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Sea. It is not natural for two individuals 
to come together as one. When there is 
a misunderstanding, grab the wedding 
album and remind each other of the love 
you felt then and wish to maintain. 

 Hakadosh Barukh Hu treats us that way, 
too. Sefer Yirmiyahu (31:1) states: “So says 
Hashem, the people found favor in the 
desert…."כה אמר ה מצא חן במדבר"

Hashem found favor (“hen”). What does 
that mean? Once he chose us, he did 
not wonder every moment, “Am I going 
to keep this nation or not? They really 
sinned against me?” No! He does not 
re-evaluate whether it was the correct 
decision to select Am Yisrael as the 
treasured nation. It’s a done deal. We’re 
married to HaKadosh Barukh Hu. 

The message to us is clear. Once we made 
the determination to marry, we do not 
second guess that decision on a daily 
basis. If we want a happy marriage, there 
is no room for testing the waters. Accept 
things as they are and build a strong, 
trusted and happy life together.  May we 
do our best to enhance our relationship 
with our spouse and ensure a happy and 
healthy environment in our homes. 

For Sale in Jerusalem
In a luxurious building on Rav Kook 7

patios, sprinklers, gym, Shabbat elevator, 
4 rooms,123sqm + 10sqm Sukka porch, 

7th floor, beautiful apartment, 
full of  light and airy

5,280,000nis (flexible)
for more information call 

Yechiel: 052-4876901

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

SALES:
YAVNIEL YAVNIEL - Villa + Rental Units! NIS 2,490,000 !
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GANHOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
OLD KATAMONOLD KATAMON * New on Market! Spacious 3 en suite 
bdrm. apt.  Beautifuly renovated!  Succah balcony !
GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY - Existing building with permit to 
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTERCITY CENTER - 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies.
ROMEMAROMEMA- New 137 sqm, 5 bdrms. (2 with en suite 
bathrooms) parking, storage, succah, view
HAR NOFHAR NOF * Shlav B, 3 bdrms, Succah, storage, view !
* Renovated 4 bdrms, bright and airy, 3 exposures, 

MB en suite, large succah, no steps to the building !
* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,

outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!     
RENTALS:
OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON * 6 rms., garden apt. furnished !
* Lovely 2 bdrms, furnished, 3 exposures, two balconies !
HAR NOFHAR NOF  Villa, beautiful 6 bedrooms, view!
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When: Sun Aug 30,
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