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SHOFTIM
PARSHAT SHOFTIM
SHORT SUMMARY
The reading of Shoftim addresses many
laws that pertain to leadership within
the Jewish people. For example, there is
discussion regarding the role of judges,
kings and prophets.
The reading opens with the obligation
to assign judges in the cities of Israel.
There is a need to set up a court system
with the Sanhedrin serving as the
highest court.
The Torah then highlights the laws
regarding appointing kings. The king of

Mazal Tov to

Rabbi Avi & Pnina Berman
and family
on the Bar Mitzva
of their son

Dvir
Mazal Tov to grandparents
Fyvie & Rachel Leah Berman
and Alex & Daniella Kuflik
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Israel must abide by certain laws such
as not amassing an excessive amount
of personal wealth. The king is also
required to have personal Torah scrolls.
One of those Torahs is to remain close
to him at all times in order to instill
humility and fear of God.
Another example of leadership are the
Kohanim who represent the people
spiritually before the Holy One. They
receive special gifts from the nation on
an ongoing basis in order to support
their work and worship in the Beit
Hamikdash.
The Torah makes a special point that
the nation of Israel put their faith solely
in the Creator: “Thou shall be wholehearted with the Lord thy God” (18:13).
The Torah returns to the mitzvah of
setting up cities of refuge that are to
be used in the case of an inadvertent
mirder. Along these same lines the
Torah relays a number of laws in the
domain of capital punishment. For
example, two witnesses are required to
secure a conviction.
The sedra closes out with laws that
relate to battle. These laws have special
significance to the nation at this time as
they will soon engage in conquering the
land of Canaan. A memorable law in this
area is the dictum that one is forbidden
to cut down fruit-bearing trees while
laying siege on a city.
One last halacha found in the sedra
describes a case where a murder of
a Jew has taken place. The corpse is

found lying in the open and there are
no witnesses to the act of murder. The
Torah requires that the elders of the city
nearest to the corpse take responsibility.
They perform
a public ritual in
which they declare that they were not
negligent nor were they responsible for
the murder. They pray for forgiveness
on behalf of the Jewish. The theme of
leadership and taking responsibility is
again emphasized via this fascinating
law which closes out the Torah reading
this Shabbat.

STATS
48th of the 54 sedras; 5th of 11 in Devarim,
Written on 191.6 lines (rank: 27) 18 Parshiyot;
3 open, 15 closed, 97 pesukim - rank: 36 - 7th
in Devarim (tied with Tzav, but larger) 1523
words - rank: 28 - 7th in Devarim 5590 letters
- rank: 31 - 7th in D’varim Relatively large
p’sukim, like most of Devarim but an averagesized sedra

MITZVOT
41 mitzvot - 14 positive, 27 prohibitions;
ranks 6th among the sedras, in mitzvot. The
top 6 mitzva-sedras - contain 55% of the
Torah’s mitzvot. (31 other sedras have the
other 45%; 17 have none)

HAFTORAH
ISAIAH 51:12-52:12
The haftorah this week is a continuation
of the series of seven known as the
“Haftarot of Consolation.” We will be
reading these special selections of
hope and salvation from the book of
Yeshayahu until Rosh Hashanah.

The message this week conveys the
fundamental and uplifting concept that
the long and difficult days of suffering
of the Jewish people will finally come
to an end. One of the most memorable
pesukim in this passage reads: “Burst
out in song, sing together, O ruins of
Jerusalem, for the Lord has consoled his
people; He has redeemed Jerusalem.”
(52:9)
The theme of the haftorah also shares
a particular parallelism with the sedra
of Shoftim, namely, both relate to
judges. The Torah this week speaks of
judges that serve the courts of Israel.
The hafotrah speaks of the one true
judge who will ultimately bring justice
and redemption: The Holy One Blessed
Be He.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Tree-like

I

love metaphors. An apt metaphor can
help stimulate boundless creativity
and can lead to a deeper and richer
understanding of the concept being
studied.
Take, for example, the metaphor of a tree
as representing a human being. We find
this metaphor in this week’s Torah portion,
Shoftim, in the following verse:
“When you besiege a city for many days
to wage war against it, to seize it; do not
destroy its tree, by swinging an ax against
it; for from it you will eat, and you shall
not cut it down; because man is a tree of
the field, to come against you in a siege.”
(Deuteronomy 20:19)
I am aware that there are alternative
translations of the phrase under
consideration, and that some render it as a
question, “Is a tree of the field like a man?”
But the literal meaning of the phrase is
declarative. Man is like a tree of the field.
How? Let us count the ways.

Save a Life - Gain yours

1 of 77,406

EFRAT

www.efrat.org.il 02-5454500
6

TORAH TIDBITS / SHOFTIM 5780

For starters, King David himself in the
very first chapter of Psalms compares
the righteous person to a tree. “He is like
a tree planted beside streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season, whose
foliage never fades, and whatever he does
prospers.” Of all the metaphors available
to the psalmist to paint the picture of the
good man, the tree is the one he finds most
fitting.
The rabbis also use the metaphor of the
tree to capture the essence of one aspect
of humanity. Thus, Rabbi Elazar ben
Azariah would say, “He whose wisdom
exceeds his deeds, to what can he be
compared? To a tree whose branches are
many but whose roots are few, so that
any wind can come and uproot it and
turn it over on its face... But he whose
deeds exceed his wisdom, to what can he
be compared? To a tree whose branches
are few but whose roots are many, so
that even if all the winds of the worlds
beset him, they cannot move him from
his place...” (Avot 3:22)
The righteous person is like a tree beside a
stream. The ethical man of action who puts
his wisdom into practice has deep roots
which give him confidence and security.
There are so many other ways in which we
resemble the tree. The tree regenerates,
and the wind carries its seeds to great

distances. So too, mankind is perpetuated
over the generations, and sometimes our
descendants take root in corners of the
earth that are far removed from us.
When I close my eyes and try to imagine
the tree, two different images compete
for my mind’s attention. One is the tree
standing alone in the field, with long
and drooping overhanging branches,
providing shade for those who sit under
it. So too, I can imagine human beings in
my own life and in the history of humanity
who stood apart and were misunderstood,
yet provided physical or spiritual shelter to
so many others.
The other image I have is of one tree,
not alone, but together with many
others constituting an impenetrable and
mysterious forest. And so too, human
beings band together into social groups
which contain their own idiosyncrasies,
which seem impenetrable to the outsider.
There is a lesson in the metaphor of the tree
for that most important human process:
education. This lesson is so well-expressed
in the lines of the poet, Alexander Pope:
“’Tis education forms the common mind:
Just as the twig is bent, the tree’s inclin’d.”

discipline and training.
And then there is the sad, but ultimate,
connection between the tree and the
human being. Trees wither, and trees die.
They are subject to the forces of nature:
fire, wind, deterioration and decay. Yes,
we know of trees that have endured for
centuries, but even those lengthy life spans
eventually come to an end.
I would like to end this brief contemplation
of the many analogies between mankind
and the trees with a passage from the
ancient Greek poet, Aristophanes, which is
so reminiscent of more than one passage
in our High Holiday liturgy:
“Mankind, fleet of life, like tree leaves,
weak creatures of clay,
unsubstantial as shadows, wingless,
ephemeral, wretched, mortal and
dreamlike.”
But there is a happier connection between
people and trees, and that is through the
Torah, which is itself compared to a tree,
the tree of life; “eitz chaim hi.”
Indeed, “Man is like the tree of the field,”
withering or able to thrive, depending on
one’s own life circumstances.

Trees left to their own devices grow
wildly. Proper cultivation can direct their
growth positively and productively. So too,
humans benefit from proper “bending,”

For Rent: Lovely, renovated, ground floor
apartment with private entrance available
long-term in Rechavia. 3 bed, 2 full bath
(master bath en-suite). Mostly furnished.
No agent fee. 050‑829‑4185
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

A Sage is
Greater than
a Prophet

I

n Shoftim, Moses speaks about the
great institutions of Judaism: courts,
judges, officers, Kings, Priests,
Levites and Prophets. In the case of the
Prophet, Moses says in the name of God:
I will raise up a Prophet for them from
among their own people, like yourself: I
will put My words in his mouth, and he
will speak to them all that I command
him. (Deut. 18:18)
The phrase “a Prophet … like yourself”
cannot be meant literally. In the quality
and clarity of his communications with
God, Moses was unique. He was unique
in the miracles he performed. Most
importantly, only he was authorised
to proclaim Torah: he was Israel’s sole
legislator. The King and Sanhedrin
both had powers to make temporary
8
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enactments for the sake of social order.
Prophets were given the authority to
command specific, time-bound acts. But
no one could add to or subtract from
the 613 commandments given by God
through Moses.
This, therefore, is how Rambam explains
our passage:
Why is it said in the Torah: “I will raise
up a Prophet for them from among their
own people, like yourself” (Deut. 18:18)?
He will come not to establish a religion,
but to command them to keep the words
of the Torah, warning the people not to
transgress them, as the last among them
said: “Remember the Torah of Moses My
servant” (Mal. 3:22).
In other words, the Prophets who
followed Moses, from Elijah to Malachi,
were not revolutionaries. They did not
intend to create something new but to
restore something old. Their task was
to recall people to the mission Moses
taught them: to stay faithful to God,
and to create a just and compassionate
society.
Eventually, during or after the Second
Temple period, most of these institutions
came to an end. There were no Kings
because Israel had no sovereignty.
There were no Priests because it had

no Temple. But there were also no
Prophets. How important was this?
And what happened to prophecy? The
Talmud gives two radically opposite
opinions. The first:
Rabbi Yocḥanan said: From the day that
the Temple was destroyed, prophecy
was taken from the Prophets and given
to fools and children.1
We can’t be sure what Rabbi Yochanan
meant. He may have meant that
children and fools sometimes see
what others don’t (as Hans Christian
Anderson illustrated in the famous
story of The Emperor’s New Clothes). He
may, though, have meant the opposite,
that prophecy deteriorated during
the late Second Temple period. There
were many false prophets, soothsayers,
doomsayers, mystics, announcers of the
apocalypse, and messianic movements,
all confidently predicting the end of
history and the birth of a new order of
things. There were religious sectarians.
There were Essenes expecting the arrival
1
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of the Teacher of Righteousness. There
were rebels against Rome who believed
that their military hero would bring
freedom, even the messianic age. It was
a fevered, destructive time, and Rabbi
Yochanan may have wanted to discredit,
as far as possible, any dependence on
supposedly divine certainty about the
future. Prophecy is the chattering of
children or the rambling of fools.
However the Talmud also cites a quite
different opinion:
Rabbi Avdimi from Haifa says: From
the day that the Temple was destroyed
prophecy was taken from the Prophets
and given to the Sages … Ameimar said:
And a Sage is greater than a Prophet,
as it is stated: “A Prophet has a heart of
wisdom” (Ps. 90:12). Who is compared
to whom? You must say that the lesser
is compared to the greater.2 (Since a
Prophet must have a heart of wisdom,
the Sage, who is wisdom personified,
must be greater still).
This is seriously interesting. The early

Judges in Israel were Kohanim.3 When
Moses blessed the people at the end
of his life he said of the tribe of Levi,
“They shall teach Your laws to Jacob
and Your instructions to Israel” (Deut.
33:10). When Ezra taught Torah to the
Israelites, he positioned Levites among
the people to explain what was being
said. All this suggests that when the
Sages – teachers and masters of Jewish
law – traced their intellectual-spiritual
lineage, they should have done so
by seeing themselves as heirs of the
Kohanim and Levi’im. But they did not
do so. We see this from the famous
Mishnah that opens Pirkei Avot:
Moses received the Torah at Sinai and
handed it onto Joshua, Joshua to the
elders, and the elders to the Prophets,
and the Prophets to the Men of the Great
Assembly.

If there is a chance of
changing someone for the
better, then you must try a
hundred times, but if there

2

Baba Batra 12a.

is no chance at all, better
be silent. This is not only a
wise approach; it is a highly
effective one
The Sages saw themselves as heirs to
the Prophets. But in what sense? And
how did they come to see themselves
3

10
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See Deut. 17:9.

not just as heirs to, but as greater than
the Prophets. What is more, the prooftext they cite means nothing of the kind.
The verse in Psalm 90 says, “Teach us
to number our days, that we may gain a
heart of wisdom.” The Talmud is playing
on the fact that two quite different
words sound alike: ( נבאwe may gain)
and ( נביאa Prophet). In other words,
only by suspending our critical faculties
is the proof-text a proof.
Something very strange is happening
here. The Sages, who valued humility,
who knew that prophecy had come to
an end in the days of Haggai, Zechariah
and Malachi five centuries before the
destruction of the Second Temple, who
believed that the most one could hear
from heaven was a bat kol, a distant
echo, are here saying that not only are
they Prophets, but they are superior to
Prophets.
All this to teach us that the Sages took
the ideals of the Prophets and turned
them into practical programmes. Here
is one example. Remonstrating with
the people, administering rebuke, was
fundamental to the prophetic task. This
is how Ezekiel understood the task:
God said: “Son of man, I am sending
you to the Israelites, to a rebellious
nation that has rebelled against
Me … Say to them, ‘This is what the
Sovereign Lord says.’ And whether
they listen or fail to listen—for they are
a rebellious people—they will know
that a Prophet has been among them.
(Ez. 2:3-5)

Efrat and Gush Etzion

www.angelrealty.co.il
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Ezekiel must take a public stand. Once
he has done that, he has fulfilled his
duty. The people will have been warned,
and if they fail to listen, it will be their
fault.
The Sages had a completely different
approach. First, they understood the
task of remonstrating as belonging to
everyone, not just Prophets. That is
how they understood the verse, “You
shall surely rebuke your neighbour so
you will not share in his guilt” (Lev.
19:17). Second, they held that it should
be done not once but up to a hundred
times if necessary.4 In fact you should
keep reprimanding a wrongdoer until
they hit you or curse you or scold you.5
All of this, though, applies only if there
is a reasonable chance of making the
situation better. If not, then we apply
the rule: “Just as it is a mitzvah to say
something that will be heeded, so it is a
mitzvah not to say something that will
not be heeded.”6
Note the difference between the two
approaches. The Prophet takes a heroic
stand but does not take responsibility
for whether the people listen or not.
The Rabbis do not take a heroic stand. In
fact, they democratise the responsibility
for rebuke so that it applies to everyone.
But they are ultrasensitive to whether it
is effective or not. If there is a chance
of changing someone for the better, then
you must try a hundred times, but if
4
5
6

Baba Metzia 31a.
Arachin 16b.
Yevamot 65b.
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there is no chance at all, better be silent.
This is not only a wise approach; it is a
highly effective one.
Now consider peace. No finer visions of
a world at peace have ever been given
than by Israel’s Prophets. This is just one:
The wolf will live with the lamb, the
leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling
together; and a little child will lead them …
They will neither harm nor destroy on all
My holy mountain, for the earth will be
filled with the knowledge of the Lord as
the waters cover the sea. (Isaiah 11:6-9)
Now consider rabbinic teachings:
“For the sake of peace, the poor of the
heathens should not be prevented from
gathering gleanings, forgotten sheaves,
and corners of the field … Our masters
taught: for the sake of peace, the poor of
the heathens should be supported as we
support the poor of Israel, the sick of the
heathens should be visited as we visit
the sick of Israel, and the dead of the
heathens should be buried as we bury
the dead of Israel.”7
Once again, the difference is glaring.
What for the Prophets was a dazzling
vision of a distant future was, for the
Sages, a practical programme of good
community relations, a way of sustaining
peaceful coexistence between the Jewish
community and its Gentile neighbours. It
was imaginative, gracious and workable.
7 Mishnah Shevi’it, 4:3, 5:9, Gittin 5:9,
Tosefta, Gittin 3:13-14, Avodah Zarah 1:3;
Babylonian Talmud, Gittin 59a-61a.

There are many other examples.
The
Sages
achieved
something
extraordinary. Throughout the biblical
era, the Israelites were constantly
tempted by idolatry and foreign ways.
The Prophets were often driven close to
despair. During the rabbinic era, Jews
became a people defined by religion,
commandments, learning and prayer,
sustained voluntarily and maintained
tenaciously against all pressures to
convert to the majority faith. That is
because the Rabbis did not focus on
distant visions. They devised practical
programmes. These may have lacked
drama, but they worked.
The Sages, perhaps to their surprise,
realised this: where the Prophets
failed, they succeeded. I believe that

institutions like prophecy survive
when they are translated from
utopian ideals into practical policies.
The greatness of the Sages, still not
fully appreciated by the world, is that
guided by the visions of the Prophets,
they gave us the instructions for how
to get from here to there.
Shabbat Shalom
Covenant and Conversation 5780 is
kindly supported by the Maurice Wohl
Charitable Foundation in memory of
Maurice and Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
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RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
PROBING BY
Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

O

ur early Chachamim brilliantly positioned the haftarah of
Parashat Shofetim, which is taken from the 51st and 52nd chapters of
Sefer Yishayahu, to follow that of Re’eh,
which is found three prakim later (54th
and 55th). By doing so, they have left a
subtle-or not so subtle-message for us to
ponder and understand. In the opening
words of last week’s haftarah, the navi
cries: “Aniya so’ara lo nuchama,” the
afflicted, tempest-tossed nation is not
comforted. Despite the words of consolation and encouragement of Yishayahu it would seem that the comfort that
nation sought was not realized. For this
reason, our Rabbis saw fit to juxtapose
this week’s reading from the 51st perek,
that opens with the words “Anochi, Anochi Hu m’nachemchem,” “It is I (Hashem) Who comforts you.” You may doubt
the words of encouragement given to
you by the navi, you might question how
such a glorious future could ever come
to be, given the condition of the Jewish

May the Torah learned from this
issue be לעילוי נשמת
our beloved husband, father,
grandfather and greatgrandfather

Rabbi I. Fred Hollander z"l
on his eighth yahrzeit
Rosh Chodesh Elul
14
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nation, but you must understand: “Anochi, Anochi Hu menachemchem,” that
“It is I (Hashem) Who comforts you.” so
this message should not be regarded as
empty words spoken by the prophet but
a guarantee from the One Who will console you and bring these promises into
fruition.

Chazal were aiming to
comfort future generations
of oppressed Jews and not
only reflect the situation of
Yishayahu’s era
Tenderly, the prophet urges a despondent
nation to awaken from their despair and
reinvigorate themselves by believing
that G-d’s promised redemption is at
hand. In a most touching manner,
Yish’ayahu explains that Hashem, as it
were, suffered in exile together with His
nation (“V’ata ma li fo”) and he proceeds
to depict the arrival of the harbinger of
redemption, whose very footsteps could
be heard on the Judean mountains.
Calling upon the people to rejoice over
the news, Yish’ayahu explains that the
redemptive process is a gradual one.
As opposed to their exodus from Egypt,
this redemption, Israel is told, will not

to be rushed or hurried. It will be,
rather a gradual process, conducted by
G-d Himself, who will gather the nation
back to their land.
And yet, as timely as those words
were to the people of Judea, we can
almost sense that,
in “reordering”
the biblical chronology, Chazal were
aiming to comfort future generations of
oppressed Jews and not only reflect the
situation of Yishayahu’s era. Hashem’s
soothing words that He would comfort
them, that their punishments will cease
and that the Holy City should awaken
and don her garments of strength and
glory, delivered a powerful message to
the suffering Jew in the Diaspora. The
prophet’s call for the people to arise
from the ashes of destruction and to
listen intently to hear the footsteps
of their redeemer echoing upon the
mountains of Yerushalaim rejuvenated
the grief-laden generation of the
churban as well the millions of our
people who mourned throughout two
millennia of history.

Hosting a Simcha?
Save Time, Money & Effort
LD Events
Lenny Davidman
Office: (02) 673-0721
Cell: 054-557-3101
Lenny@LDEVENTS.com

Marci Rapp
MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
050-424-8359
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

For most nations, these words would
have little impact. But to the eternal
nation who remained faithful to the
Eternal One, these words, spoken to
their ancestors thousands of years
earlier, remained fresh and relevant
throughout the ages. And it served as
comfort and inspiration for a people
whose ears were attentive to those
footsteps that echo upon Jerusalem’s
mountains.
Can you not hear them?
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

A
Monumental
Lesson
)כב:ולא תקים לך מצבה אשר שנא ה’ אלקיך (דברים טז
And you shall not set up for yourself a
monument, which Hashem, your God
hates. (Devarim 16:22)
The Torah forbids the construction of a
matzeva (a monolith; a monument made
of one stone), saying that Hashem hates
them. Rashi notes that surprisingly, the
patriarchs all erected matzevos, some as
monuments and others as alters upon
which to offer sacrifices to Hashem.
Rav Moshe Feinstein in Darash Moshe
is puzzled that nowadays it is common
to erect a matzeva as a tombstone over a
grave. Why is this practice not in violation
of the prohibition against erecting
matzevos?
Rav Moshe suggests two possibilities to

help us better understand the concept
of matzeva. First, he examines the root
of the word matzeva: “hutzav”, which
means “stationed”, “positioned”, or
“standing”.
Prior to the giving of the Torah, the
mitzvos were all voluntary. Then, a
person could turn to God and say, “look
what I’ve done; I deserve a reward for
my deed.” They could be proud of a past
voluntary act, with no obligation for
tomorrow. The matzeva was a symbol
of a past achievement, a monument to
memorialize a past event. However, after
the Torah was given, mitzvos became a
matter of daily obligation. There was no
demanding a reward or commemoration
for a past action, as no job was ever truly
completed.
That is why matzevos are prohibited.
While we are alive, we cannot stand still,
as the root of matzeva suggests. Only once
we are dead is it possible to reflect on our
legacy and accomplishments. Therefore,
we can build a matzeva upon a grave.
A second, albeit connected idea, says Rav
Moshe is based on a well-known thought of
the Ba'alei Mussar1 that angels are referred

1 Kli Yakar Vayikra 18:4; Pninime HaGra
Bereishis 1:26.
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to as “omdim” – those who stand.2 Human
beings are called “mehalkim” – those who
walk and move. Rather than be complacent
with our past accomplishments, we must
constantly be seeking to forge ahead and
attempt the next challenge. As we have
mentioned on several occasions, life is
like going up a downward escalator. If we
are just standing still, we will descend. We
must constantly be growing. One can be
proud of accomplishments – keeping in
mind, it is but one stop on the journey.
In the words of Rav Moshe, צריך אדם לילך
 מעלה מעלה בתורה ובמצות באיכות ובכמות- one
must never cease to ascend in our study
of Torah and fulfillment of the mitzvot
both in terms of quality and quantity.
Prior to Matan Torah, when all religious
observance
was
voluntary,
any
achievement
was
laudatory
and
commendable. There was no pressure
to keep growing in spirituality. Thus, a
stationary stone, commemorating a past
achievement was appropriate. However,
post- Matan Torah, when life is all about
growth, matzevos become obsolete. Let
us always strive to reach for the spiritual
stars.
2

Zeharia 3:7.

For Sale in Jerusalem

In a luxurious building on Rav Kook 7
patios, sprinklers, gym, Shabbat elevator,
4 rooms,123sqm + 10sqm Sukka porch,
7th floor, beautiful apartment,
full of light and airy
5,280,000nis (flexible)
for more information call

Yechiel: 052-4876901

CORONA INSURANCE CHECKLIST
Can Mom and Dad take out
local health insurance now
that they’re stuck here? Call E/C
What are the options for
life/health insurance? Call E/C
Can we get a better deal on
our car/home insurance? Call E/C

Egert and Cohen

We’re here when you need us (especially now!)
INSURING YOUR:
Home | Health | Life |
Auto | Business | Travel

02-623 2546 • www.egertcohen.co.il
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RABBI AHARON ADLER
Rav, Ohel Nechama
Faculty, OU Israel

Torah Tidbits is honored to feature a guest
piece from our esteemed OU Israel faculty
member, Rabbi Aharon Adler. In the
context of two recently published books
dedicated to the thought of HaRav Isadore
Twersky zt”l, Rabbi Adler shares with us
a glimpse of a unique Torah personality
who was both a professor at Harvard and
a Chassidic Rebbe.

Two
Luminaries in
One Giant

I

n a talk delivered to his students at
Alon Shevut’s Yeshivat Har Etzion
in 1973, the Rosh Yeshiva, HaRav
Aharon Lichtenstein zt”l sharply
deplored superficiality in Torah studies.
Using military jargon, R’ Lichtenstein
yelled out: “One must conquer a Sugya
(Talmudic discourse). Torah cannot
be acquired with ‘vertlich’ (a Yiddish
word connoting condensed and brief
thoughts)”. Upon which his colleague
Rosh Yeshiva, HaRav Yehuda Amital,
retorted: “But marketing Torah can be
accomplished with such ‘vertlich’!”
This interchange between these two
18
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giant luminaries serving jointly at
the helm of Yeshivat Har Etzion for
over forty years immediately brings
to mind two distinct sides of one
outstanding personality. A rare breed,
indeed, Rabbi Prof. Yitzhak (Isadore)
Twersky zt”l certainly personified
being simultaneously a “conqueror” of
Torah truths to hungry academicians
at Harvard University, as well a
“marketer” of Torah ideas to his flock
in his Boston Shteibel/Bet Midrash as
the Talner Rebbe. In a word, R’ Twersky
was essentially two luminaries in one
giant.
In recent months, two very different
types of books have appeared both designed to preserve the Torah wealth
and wisdom of R’ Twersky. One could
never have imagined that the author
of the first book was also the author
of the second
book. The first
book, K’Ma’ayan
Hamitgaber, (ed.
R’ Prof. Carmi
Horowitz), is an
anthology
(in
Hebrew) of thirty-one scholarly
articles dealing
with
medieval
intellectual Jewish history (Maimonides

LaBriut, RBS Specialty Health Center, is recruiting Medical and Dental specialists to provide the residents
of Ramat Beit Shemesh, Beit Shemesh, and all of central Israel with the very best medical and dental specialty
care available. With the anticipated opening of our multi-specialty center this fall, medical and dental
providers are invited to use our beautiful and professional oﬃces for consulting and treating private and/or
kupot cholim patients during single or multiple sessions (morning, afternoon, evening), or on a full-time basis.
We invite Israel board certiﬁed specialists in the following specialties
(adult and pediatric) to consider this wonderful opportunity.
MEDICAL SPECIALISTS

Cardiology
Pulmonology
Gastroenterology
Dermatology
Otolaryngology
Urology
Orthopedics
Neurology
Endocrinology

DENTAL SPECIALISTS

Rheumatology
Ophthalmology
Surgery
Psychiatry
Podiatry
Psychology, Physiotherapy,
Speech Therapy,
Occupational Therapy,
Chiropractic, Counseling

Endodontist
Periodontist
Oral Surgeon
Oral facial pain / TMJ

Be part of the

LaBriut family

of Medical and Dental
professionals!

For more information, email us at labriuthealthcenter@gmail.com
in particular), written by the Littauer
Professor of Hebrew Literature &
Philosophy at Boston’s prestigious
Harvard University. The second book,
Torah of the Mind, Torah of the Heart ,
(ed. R’ David Shapiro), is a reconstruction of the Torah thoughts as presented
by the Talner Rebbe at his weekly Seudah
Shlishit (third Shabbat meal). These two
editors – devout students of R’ Twersky –
have pointed out that in each respective
book one absorbs and senses the flavor
of the “other” R’ Twersky as well.
For those academically inclined and
possessing serious scholarly knowledge
of medieval Jewish history, K’Ma’ayan
Hamitgaber is an absolute gem.
Supplementing R’ Twersky’s 1962
pioneering work, Rabad of Posquieres: A

Twelfth Century Talmudist, and his 1980
magnum opus, Introduction to the Code of
Maimonides (Mishneh Torah), (Hebrew
translation, 1992), this complementary
over 700-page masterpiece has bridged
the decades of R’ Twersky’s scholarly
activities from 1962-1997. The editor, R’
Horowitz, introduces the book with a
synopsis of all thirty-one essays found
in the book. The reader is then treated
to an in-depth analysis of R’ Twersky’s
biography and literary activities. It
becomes apparent that R’ Twersky
not only integrated his academic
presentations with deep messages
in morality and spirituality, but he
internalized this seeming contradictory
duality into his wholesome personal life.
R’ Twersky’s Talner Rebbe side silently
hovered over his Harvard persona.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Much time and focused attention is
required to plow through these thirtyone essays. My personal favorites, for
a variety of reasons, are the sixth chapter
(published posthumously) dealing with
Maimondes’ unique position throughout
Jewish history, and the final chapter, R’
Twersky’s towering eulogy (published in
1996) for his father-in-law, the Rov, (HaRav
Yosef Dov Soloveitchik zt”l). R’ Carmi
Horowitz deserves much acclaim for his
outstanding contribution to the world of
intellectual Jewish history in general, and
to R’ Twersky’s eternal legacy in particular.
Yet, R’ Twersky was not content with educating and guiding only the brightest of
Harvard’s students. He regarded his spiritual/Torah mission as appropriate for the
general audiences as well. As the functioning Talner Rebbe (succeeding his saintly
father, R’ Meshulam Zusha zt”l), Boston’s
Talner Bet Midrash provided the appropriate venue to promulgate deep ideas to the
masses delivered in regulated and measured doses. Traditionally, great Hassidic
leaders utilized the Seudah Shlishit moments on Shabbat late afternoons to disseminate
their
teachings
to
their flock. R’
Twersky, in his
Talner
Rebbe
role, was no different. However,
his brief talks on
these occasions
were markedly
and qualitatively
different from any other known Hassidic
20
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Rebbe. Not to be forgotten, he was also
the Harvard professor speaking! R’ David
Shapiro did us all a tremendous service
by reconstructing these Seudah Shlishit
weekly talks in Torah of the Mind, Torah
of the Heart – Divrei Torah of the Talner
Rebbe.

The way to acquire knowledge
of something is to take time
and contemplate it silently
The book’s title says it all. The Torah
taught by R’ Twersky emanated from
two symbiotic wellsprings of knowledge
and experiences. The intellect and the
spirit must necessarily go hand-in-hand.
This fusion existed in his wife’s family
– the Soloveitchiks. In a 1954 letter, R’
Twersky’s father-in-law, the Rov, wrote
that: “a touch of Hassidut is hidden in
me”! In 1991, the Rov’s younger brother,
R’ Ahron published, Logic of the Heart;
Logic of the Mind – a book title strikingly
similar to R’ Shapiro’s book title on the
Talner Rebbe.
Unlike the classical “vertlich” delivered
by Hassidic masters which were
usually brief, relatively superficial, and
occasionally witty, the Talner Rebbe,
while brief due to time constraints at
Seudah Shlishit, always capsulized very
sophisticated and philosophical points
relating to ethics and morality issues,
Halakhic challenges, and spiritual
values. Subjects touched upon by R’
Twersky included the challenges of
avoiding routinization in our religious

life, the need to develop sensitivity to
God’s role in our daily encounters, the
centrality of sanctity (Kedusha) along
with one’s responsibility to generate
it in society. He also stressed that
commandments are to be performed
with awareness, joy, and enthusiasm.
Furthermore, the wide range of sources,
utilized by R’ Twersky, is absolutely
mind-boggling. The entire corpus of
rabbinic literature is drawn upon to
augment his thoughts. R’ Twersky is
completely at home with all the Hassidic
masters, along with the philosophical
giants of all the ages. One can sense
the Harvard professor hovering over
the Talner Rebbe’s “Tisch” at Seudah
Shlishit.

I don’t believe that today’s
America is capable any longer
of duplicating such a person!
A particular Talner Rebbe favorite
of mine is found in Chayei Soroh. In
Bereishis 24:21, we find Abraham’s
servant wondering whether or not
he had been successful in locating an
appropriate match for Isaac. The Torah
states: “The man was astonished by her
[Rebbeca]; he remained silent, to know
whether God had granted him success or
not.” Eliezer, the servant, was stunned;
he remained silent and contemplative.
R’ Shneur Zalman of Liadi (founder
of Habad movement) noted that the
cantillation note above the word “silent”
(“maharish”) causes the Torah reader to

pause momentarily before continuing to
read the next word, “to know” (“lada’at”).
The idea thereby conveyed is that the
way to acquire knowledge of something
is to take time and contemplate it silently.
R’ Twersky then applies this thought
to the Ethics of the Fathers (Ch.3), “the
boundaries protecting wisdom is silence”.
We are, indeed, indebted to R’ Shapiro
who worked laboriously to re-create the
talks in a way for the reader to “hear”
R’ Twersky’s actual delivery. The book,
however, remains incomplete (covering
only the sections of Bereishis and Shemos),
as we anxiously await the completion of
the entire set of Torah.
I once questioned, HaRav Amital zt”l if
Israel could have ever produced a fusion
of outstanding Torah scholarship coupled
with such academic depth as personified
by Rabbi Prof. Twersky. His response
was: “I don’t believe that today’s America
is capable any longer of duplicating such
a person!”
The Rov was once approached by an
individual soliciting his opinion on the
dangers of engaging in Torah study as an
academic discipline. The Rov responded
that flying in an airplane is also
dangerous, and yet people do fly! Years
later, this same individual met up again
with the Rov and informed him that “the
plane crashed”!
In the case of the Rabbi Yitzhak (the
Talner Rebbe) / Professor Isadore (of
Harvard University) Twersky zt”l, the
plane never crashed, and continues to
fly forever!
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Experiencing
Elul

E

lul, the month of introspection and
preparation for the coming year, is
the month during which we need to
take stock and reevaluate where we are
in our lives. Chazal have found allusions
to this month in various acronyms of pesukim in Tanach that guide and direct us to
focus on this monumental task.
The most famous acronym for the month of
Elul is “Ani ledodi vedodi li” (Shir Hashirim
6;3), I am to my beloved, and my beloved
is to me. Every person must identify their
‘ani’, their unique, distinct quality and
direct it toward the service of Hashem.
Equally crucial is the task of making the
relationship with Hashem one of ‘love’, one
of closeness. Tefilla is a daily gift that helps
us achieve this goal of closeness. One who

works on this aspect of their relationship
will find that Hashem’s presence becomes
much more tangible throughout the day.

A time for spiritual refuge
from the turmoil and
distractions of life
Another acronym we find for Elul is
in the passuk “Ish l’rei’eihu umatanot
l’evyonim” (Esther 22;9). This reminds us
to concentrate on doing acts of charity and
kindness, to focus on mitzvot that connect
us to others. Elul is a time to give more
tzedakah and look for opportunities to
develop ourselves as givers. Additionally,
this passuk highlights the importance of
‘ish l’rei’eihu’, relating to others with a
feeling of friendship and responsibility for
their well-being.
The task of teshuvah is linked to this month
in the passuk “umal Hashem Elokecha et
levavcha, v’et levav zarecha” (Devarim
30;6). The circumcision of one’s heart
entails removing negativity within us so
that we can live a life full of goodness and
righteousness.
There is, however, another acronym
which zeroes in on the core theme of this
month. The Torah teaches us, “VehaElokim
ena lyado, vsamti lecha makom lanus
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shama” (Shemot 21;13). Just as there
are cities of refuge where one flees if he
kills accidentally, so Elul is a month of
reflection and introspection, a time for
spiritual refuge from the turmoil and
distractions of life. Rav Wolbe encourages
people to spend time in Elul alone,
meditating, assessing, and reconnecting
with one’s self. The Chasidic masters
take the symbol of the city of refuge one
step deeper. Indeed, they say, we are all
guilty of killing by accident, and we need
to run to this city to rehabilitate ourselves.
Whom have we killed accidently? None
other than ourselves. We have murdered
the great potential that Hashem infused
within us to develop ourselves in myriads
of ways, to be exalted and elevated, and we
have fallen short.

SEALING SERVICES

Elul is therefore a time to focus on three
principal aspects. Firstly, to work on
mitzvot that connect us to Hashem,
especially putting more emphasis on
our davening. Secondly, to expand our
relationship with others, focusing on the
mitzvot of tzedakah and chesed. Finally,
to develop a deeper relationship with
ourselves through the mitzvah of teshuva,
returning to our potential.

For rent -

Shaarei Chesed, Sfat Street,
one bedroom, ground floor,
bet Lod and Even Sapir,
private yard and entrance,
no stairs, 50m all inclusive/fully furnished,
no agents, Available NOW!
4900nis includes all bills

WhatsApp Zeva 058-789-4719
zevaadler@gmail.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI JUDAH
OU-NCSY
MISCHEL Mashpiah,
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

Chodesh Elul

R

eb Tzvi Hersh HaKohen of
Rimanov, zy’a, was a humble
and unassuming tzadik, unique
among Rebbes of his generation. He was
orphaned as a young child and did not
come from ‘Rebbishe’ lineage, but was
chosen for the position. Later in life, Reb
Hersch married off a child to the family of
Rebbe Yisrael of Rizhin zy’a. The custom
at Rizhiner weddings was for Rebbe
Yisrael to declare the family yichus lineage
which traced directly back to the great
Reb Dov Ber, Maggid of Mezritch. When
the Rizhiner was done, the attendees at
the simcha waited pensively to see how
Reb Tzvi Hersch would respond. It was
no secret that he’d come from humble
origins.
With clarity and confidence, Reb Hersch
declared, “My father was a simple tailor
and as he was niftar when I was a child,
I sadly do not have many memories of
him. One thing I do remember, is that

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה
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he taught me a fundamental rule of
tailoring: It’s never too late to fix what
you’ve sewn. If you sew the wrong stitch,
you can always take it out and start
again.”
When the Rhizner heard the words of his
new mechutan, he began to cry, “Gevalt is
your yichus great!”

MALCHUS
Our sedra lays out the mitzvos associated
with anointing a king in Israel, and details
the limitations placed on his personal life
so that he will maintain perspective while
ascending the royal throne. He is not to
acquire too many horses, excessive gold
and silver, nor a multitude of wives; he
is commanded to write and carry with
him a personal Sefer Torah, as a constant
reminder “l’vilti rum levavo m’echav — so
that his heart will not be haughty over his
brothers” (17:15-20). Though specifically
directed toward the King, this mitzvah
is an important directive and reminder
for all of us regarding a most basic and
fundamental in our avodas Hashem:
maintaining genuine humility, and
cultivating a sincere, deep respect for one
another.
This Shabbos marks the start of Chodesh
Elul, our formal entry into the Yemei

HaTeshuva, the auspicious days leading
up to the New Year, when each of us
in our own way is thinking about the
‘garments’ we need to fix.
On Rosh Chodesh Elul, a sign would hang
at the entrance of the Beis Medrash in
Kelm, Lithuania: Achdus ha’avadim hi
kiyum haMalchus – “The Kingdom is
upheld by the unity of the servants.”
This important reminder comes at a time
when personal introspection and our
own individual growth is at the forefront
of our minds. It directs our focus and
intention toward one another. While
reaffirming Hashem as the center of our
existence, we recognize that the ultimate
coronation of HaKadosh Baruch Hu as
our King is only possible when we are
all together: Vayehi b‘Yeshurun Melech,
b’hitaseif rashei am, yachad shivtei
Yisrael — “Then He became King in
Jeshurun, when the heads of the People
assembled, the tribes of Israel together”
(Devarim, 33:5).
Dovid HaMelech’s prayer in Sefer
Tehillim (119:63), Chaver ani l’chol asher
yorucha — “I am a friend to all who
fear You” is seemingly not just a selfdescription expressing his yearning to
be a ‘friend’ of all those who strive to live
with awareness of Hashem, but is also a
directive and plea. He is instructing us

in how we ought to see others, and also
pleading with us to be open to others’
different opinions and ways. We actually
have much in common. Regardless of
where we are from, where we are up
to and how we got to where we are, we
are united in our longing for a deeper
connection to the Ribbono shel Olam.
There is an essential friendship among
all who seek to live with a conscious
awareness of God.
May this month be one of new beginnings
for us all in deepening our appreciation
and respect for one another, and in
serving Hashem together, from all our
unique vantage points and perspectives.
May Hashem’s Kingdom be upheld by
the unity of His servants, now and in the
coming year!

Roth Anglia Ramot
Real Estate Agency

In Ramot Bet, a beautiful large,
elegant villa, flooded by natural light,
surrounded by greenery and a pretty
garden. 8 rooms, separate clinic and
entrance, exclusive. 6,500,000 nis
Roth Anglia Ramot Real Estate Agency,
specializes in the private homes of Ramot.
Please view our website:

www.roth-anglia.com
Tel: 052-2674591
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI BARUCH
Emeritus, The BAYT Toronto
TAUB Rabbi
OU Israel Faculty
Torah Tidbits is proud to feature a guest
dvar Torah from our esteemed OU faculty
member Rabbi Baruch Taub. Yasher koach
for your inspirational words and chizuk.

Elul:
Not What
You Think

But what is unique about Elul?
The well known acronym of the letters of
Elul ( אני לדודי ודודי ליI am to my beloved and
my beloved is to me), says it all.
ELUL is an extraordinary period that G-d
has gifted us.
ELUL is the preamble of Teshuva.
ELUL is a month that G-d tells us He loves
us and asks that we respond in kind.

I

ELUL is G-d telling us He cares about
us and wants to desperately restore an
intimate relationship with us.

Immediately following Elul is Rosh
Hashana – Yom Hadin when we are judged.
Only after the judgement does the seasonal
process of Teshuva begin, culminating on
Yom Kippur which hopefully provides a
positive response to our efforts of Teshuva
during the Aseret Yemei Teshuva. So the
timeline is :

You want to know what will motivate a
process of Teshuva? G-d reveals His hand
“I love you” He declares, “ love me back”.

t may come as a surprise to many, but
the month of Elul and its attendant
spiritual activities is not about Teshuva.
A quick look at the time-line following Elul
obviates this.

Elul, Rosh Hashana, 10 days of Teshuva,
Yom Kippur forgiveness.
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ELUL properly addressed is the gateway to
an inevitable Teshuva m’ahava.

ELUL is about the central motif of Torah
– to work toward, develop and enjoy an
intimate relationship with the Almighty.
To love Him and appreciate His love for us.
There is a fascinating Midrash Peliah (a
midrash of unknown origin) which is

mentioned in the introduction of the 16th
century Ein Yaakov by its compiler Rabbi
Yaakov Ibn Chabib.

Experience an inspirational
& luxurious Rosh Hashana
and Yom Kippur

33 Successful years!!!

The Rabbis were debating in the Yeshiva
“ What is the central pasuk of the entire
Torah?”
Ben Zoma said it is שמע ישראל ה' אלקינו ה' אחד.
Ben Nemus disagreed and insisted
 ואהבת לרעך כמוךIs the central pasuk.
Ben Pazi said “ no neither of you are
correct. The central pasuk in the Torah
which expresses the essence of Yahadut is

Ramada Suites Hotel, Netanya
Fri 18- Sun 20 Sept. | Sun 27-28 Sept.

את הכבש האחד תעשה בבוקר ואת הכבש השני תעשה
”בין הערביים
The institution of bringing the daily Korban
Tamid offering morning and evening to the
Temple. (Can Ben Pazi really be serious?)
Rabbi “Ploni” (the anonymous rabbi)
declared Ben Pazi as the winner hands
down. It was so obvious to the rabbis in
the Yeshiva and it wasn’t even necessary to
record the name of the Rabbi who declared
the winner!
NEW DESTINY SERIES

RABBI BEREL WEIN LIVE
(no Zoom)

in Beit Knesset Hanassi
24 Ussishkin St.

4 TUESDAY NIGHTS IN ELUL, 8 PM

HOW TO PROPERLY PREPARE FOR
THE YOMIM NORAIM
This Tues. night., August 25

How to Properly Prepare for Selichot
All Govt. & health regulations observed
Therefore, a maximum of 25 people can attend.
To reserve, you must call or write Nachum. First come, first
served. 25 NIS per lecture or 100 NIS to guarantee a place
for all four lectures,
_nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0544-54-36-18_

Experience a relaxed &
family friendly Sukkot

Elma Hotel, Zichron Ya'akov
Fri 02- Fri 09 Oct.
Kashrut Mehadrin
Rabanut
Contact Shelly: 050-7865200 | shelley@koshertravelers.com
www.koshertravelers.com | info@koshertravelers.com
ISRAEL: +972 2 992 9801 | USA: +1 646 240 4118 | EUROPE: +44 207 048 6168 |
AUSTRALIA: +61 39 9997496
LUXURY CRUISES | EXOTIC TOURS | ITALIAN ALPS | AFRICAN SAFARI | SUKKOT HOTELS | ISRAEL TOURISM

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Rabbi Yaakov Ibn Chabib in his Hakotev
commentary offers an explanation of
the various opinions. Ben Zoma held
that  שמע ישראלis the central verse as it
represents mitzvot bein adam laMakom
– mitzvot between man and G-d.
Additionally Shma represents the entire
theology, philosophy and hashkafa of the
Torah.
Ben Nemus held that ואהבת לרעך כמוך
Is the central verse as it relates to
 – מצוות בין אדם לחברוbuilding a society of
peace and harmony in symphony with
all of klal Yisrael.
In addition this pasuk emphasizes not
necessarily Hashkafa theology but
halacha, how we react and interact with
one another.
Ben Pazzi insisted “ you’re both right!”
We need both.
The korban Tamid was offered daily by
the kohein as a dramatic fulfillment of
 בין אדם למקוםbetween man and G-d. In
addition it was offered on behalf of the
entire enterprise of the Jewish people
בין אדם לחברו. Both must work in tandem.
I want to add
explanation.

something

to

his

There is something dramatic about Ben
Pazi’s conclusion. The korban Tamid
was 24/7. It is constant and consistent. It
represents on our part a desire to enjoy
an intimate relationship with G-d.
The Almighty gives us the opportunity to
return His love for us by gifting us this
mitzva of korban Tamid.
28
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What the korban Tamid achieves as a
mitzva Elul achieves in a period of time!
Elul is unique. It is the only month
in the calendar for which the Rabbis
presented an acronym of the letters אלול.
In fact there are close to thirty additional
acronyms to the letters of Elul presented
by the Kabbalists!
IT IS AS IF THE LETTERS OF  אלולARE
LITERALLY LOVE LETTERS BETWEEN
G-D AND MAN.
Fear and trembling, the attendant
emotions of Teshuva are not what Elul is
about. The Rambam in Sefer Hamitzvot
– positive mitzva 3 – in discussing the
mitzva of ' אהבת ה- loving G-d, insists
that the fulfillment of the mitzva can
only be achieved with joy and happiness
)עונג. Elul therefore the month of
 אני לדודי ודודי ליis a time of simcha.
How to actualize that love? Everyone
can make their own checklist. Clearly
improving the quality of davening
is obvious. Responding to the needs
of individuals and the community
particularly during this Corona Elul is a
given.
At the top of the list is redirecting
ourselves to the great mitzva of Talmud
Torah.
Having processed the enormous potential
of the Elul experience
Who among us would not want to take
advantage of this wonderful moment in
time?

!אלול שמח

CHESED4U

Chesed4U is offering a new opportunity!
Learn how to “Zoom” into shiurim,
events and social meetings

If you are 75+ and have a computer, laptop or
smartphone that has internet and want to learn how
to use the Zoom interactive video platform, we have
volunteers that will teach you via the phone.
Call or email Chana Spivack to register
for this free program.
cspivack@ouisrael.org 050-229-4951
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

l

02-560-9110

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Linking our Lives2gether
for active single Olim, ages 60-75

Presents a new weekly get-together:

SUNDAYS AT 7:00PM

Each week, a different subject will be
presented by our members and guests.
Join us for a virtual night out.
For Zoom address and password contact

Chana Spivack

cspivack@ouisrael.org or
050-229-4951
22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM
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l

02-560-9110

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Gimmel Elul:

Rav Kook Yahrtzeit Commemoration
SUNDAY, AUG 23, 8:00PM (1:00PM EST)
Join us as we commemorate Gimmel Elul,
the 85th anniversary of the passing of
Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohein Kook zt’l
Featuring a special lecture:

Thank G-d for Atheism:
Getting Ready to Meet our Maker
with Rabbi David Aaron,
Founder and Dean of Isralight,
Rosh Yeshivat Orayta, acclaimed author & lecturer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89061137463

l

OU ISRAEL CENTER

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

l

02-560-9100

Interactive Kollel for Kids!
AUGUST 23-27 SUN. TUES. & THURS. 4:00-5:15PM

Join us for a virtual week
of hands-on learning!
Challa bake, shofar
blowing, Parsha games
and more!
Register at:
www.ouisrael.org/kidskollel
to receive the full schedule
and details
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Grades 1-5
l

02-560-9100
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU Israel at
SUN, AUG 23

Online Shiurim & Programs
TUE, AUG 25

MON, AUG 24

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

9:00 AM

Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.us/j/92253147141

Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/144986284

Minchat Chinuch. https://
zoom.us/j/89983298537

10:30 AM

Please note that Mrs. Shira
Smiles regular Parsha shiur
will resume on Sept. 1

Rabbi David Walk

10:15 AM

Rabbi Aharon Adler

The Giants Who Shaped
Modern Orthodoxy
https://zoom.us/j/403831319

11:30 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Mrs. Pearl Borow

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider
Chasidut on the Parsha
https://zoom.us/j/700303855

11:45 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

10:30 AM

Rabbi Avi Herzog

Sefer HaKuzari/ https://
us02web.zoom.
us/j/84083193142

2:00 PM

Ethics, Family and Society
in the writings of
Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook
and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.us/j/81925157325

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.us/j/887981820

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

5:00 PM

7:00 PM

Tefillot of the
Yamim Noraim https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

Mishlei: Wisdom for
Life (L’Ayla). https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82280847618

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

SPECIAL EVENT
4:00 PM

Kids’ Kollel. Mezuzah Mania
– Rabbi Shimshon Jacob

SPECIAL EVENT
8:30 PM

Rav Kook Yahrtzeit Event
with Rabbi David Aaron
https://zoom.
us/j/89061137463

5:00 PM

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/195174554

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

9:00 PM

Rabbi Sam Shor

Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration
from the Masters of
Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.us/j/887981820

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz (L’Ayla)

SPECIAL EVENT

4:00 PM

Kids’ Kollel
Shofar Workshop –

Rabbi Sam Shor

Elul Extravaganza –

Rabbi Josh Botwinick

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
*L’AYLA CLASSES ARE FOR WOMEN ONLY
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in the comfort of your Home
WED, AUG 26
9:00 AM

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

Halacha and Medina
https://zoom.us/j/6878683646

10:15 AM

Rabbi Anthony Manning

Contemporary Issues in
Halacha and Hashkafa.
https://zoom.us/j/460662359

11:30 AM

Rabbi Alan Kimche

Great Jewish Thinkers
https://zoom.us/j/772450422

7:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Halacha
https://zoom.us/j/709706986

THURS, AUG 27
10:15 AM-Rabbi Baruch

Taub Parshat HaShavua. https://
zoom.us/j/615813416

11:30 AM-Rabbi Shai

Finkelstein Unlocking the
Messages of Chazal. https://zoom.
us/j/488542635

2:00 PM-Rabbi Jeffrey

Bienenfeld Men’s Gemara
Chabura https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

8:00 PM-Rabbi Ari Kahn.

Parshat HaShavua. https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009

8:30 PM-JCHAT-Young

Professionals: Parsha
Perspectives Rabbi Ezra
Friedman https://zoom.
us/j/83529763019

8:30 PM

SPECIAL EVENTS

Practical Kashrut
https://zoom.us/j/698124792

4:00PM Kids’ Kollel
Parsha Project - Rebbetzin
Henny Shor

Rabbi Ezra Friedman

Challa Bake - Mrs. Cindy Weisel

MISSED A CLASS?
You can watch the
recording at
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

8:30PM Preparing for a New

School Year in Uncertain Times
Dr. David Pelcovitz
Register at
Amid.im/pelcovitzisrael

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Immersion
for MixedMaterial
Utensils Part II

T

he previous article examined
the various factors that require a
mixed utensil to be immersed. The
Maharam of Rothenberg states that the
requirement of immersion is dependent
on the essential part of the utensil (known
as a ma’amid). Based on this view, a
wooden wine barrel with metal hoops
would require immersion, as the hoops
are essential to the function of the barrel.
Tosfot, however, is of the opinion that the
material that touches the food determines
whether it must be immersed. For example,
a plastic peeler with a metal blade must be
immersed, as the metal touches the food.
Most authorities rule like the Tosfot (Biur
Ha’gra 120:16).
Critical parts of a utensil
The Rema (YD 120:7) in his commentary
to the Shulchan Aruch states that a pepper
mill made of wood with an integral metal
piece inside requires immersion (based
on the Isur V’heter (58:87)). The Rema
34
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explains that even though the metal piece
does not directly touch the food, it requires
immersion, as the pepper grinder cannot
function without the metal piece. This is
based on the understanding that the metal
piece of the utensil is critical for the utensil
to function properly and is therefore
considered one entity, rather than two
separate parts. Many later authorities
(Chochmat
Adam
73:10,
Misgeret
Hashulchan 37:5) support the opinion of
the Rema and rule accordingly.
A practical application of the Rema’s
ruling is regarding a spatula. There are
spatulas that are made with both a metal
handle and a plastic blade that touches the
food. As the spatula is useless without the
metal handle, it requires immersion, even
though only the plastic comes in direct
contact with the food.
Modern authorities debate whether
the Rema’s logic may exempt certain
materials from immersion. For example,
food processors have metal blades, which
enable the device to function. Based on the
Rema, the plastic component is essential to
enabling the blades to function, possibly
exempting the blades from immersion.
However, authorities (see The Kosher
Kitchen p. 460, Ben Yisrael L’amim 13:40)
rule that the metal blades all require
immersion. This ruling is based on the

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

understanding that a metal blade is a
separate utensil that is detachable. An
additional aspect is that the plastic is
merely considered a handle for the metal
utensil. This differs from the example
of the spatula in which the metal handle
makes up an essential component of the
utensil (see Ma’adnei Asher 154).

immersed according to all opinions. Plastic
thermos bottles with metal or glass linings
fall under this category.

Non-essential metal pieces

If the metal or glass does not directly
touch the food but is essential for the
basic function of the utensil, the Rema and
later authorities require the utensil to be
immersed. Examples include a pepper
grinder with essential metal parts and a
plastic spatula connected with a metal
handle.

The Rema (at the end of his commentary
on YD 120:7) comments that insignificant
metal pieces on wood (or other exempt
materials) are exempt from immersion
even if they directly come in contact with
food. He brings the example of a spout
made completely out of wood with a small
amount of iron at the edge. The Rema
rules that even though the liquid touches
the metal, immersion is not required,
as the iron is not critical for the utensil’s
use. A practical application of this ruling
relates to ceramic knives. Ceramic is one
of the materials that are exempt from
immersion. However, there are certain
models of ceramic knives with a small
metal trim on the blade. There is no need
to immerse these knives, as the ceramic
knife is fully functional and may be used
to cut even without the metal.
It is important to note that when the metal
comes in contact with food and serves a
significant purpose, the utensil must be

To summarize:
Direct contact of the metal or glass
component with food determines if a
utensil requires immersion.

Metal blades of a food-processor or blender
require immersion even though the blades
can only function when attached to the
plastic container.
Insignificant pieces of metal found in
plastic, wooden or ceramic utensils, such
as ceramic knives with a metal trim, do not
require immersion.
Plastic thermos bottles with a metal or
lining require immersion.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

T

he Kitzur Shulchan Aruch cites
several pesukim as allusions to
the avoda of the month of Elul.
Indeed, the very word Elul is somehow
an acronym composed of the roshei
teivot - the first letters of the words in
each of these verses.
One such verse is the pasuk from
Megilat Esther:
Eesh L’reayhu Umatanot L’evyonimEach person should give food packages
to their fellow and charitable gifts to the
impoverished.
Giving to others, acts of kindness,
friendship and especially tzedaka are
indeed important values for us to focus
on always, and particularly during
these days of Elul.
In our sedra, Parshat Shoftim, we are
instructed:
Tzedek, Tzedek Tirdof - Righteousness,
Righteousness you shall pursue....
The first Slonimer Rebbe, the Yesod
HaAvoda zy’a offers a beautiful
insight on this apparent redundancyTzedek,Tzedek Tirdof. The Rebbe
explains, that is not enough to simply
think kindly, but we must work to
actualize that kindness through justice,
charitable giving, and other acts of
36
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loving kindness. Parshat Shoftim is
read as we enter into Chodesh Elul, as a
reminder to each of us of this important
fundamental idea during these days of
Elul.
The story is told of the Alter of
Novardok, one of the great Baalei
Musar, that every single Erev Shabbat,
the Alter would return from the mikva,
wearing his undershirt and tzitzit and
missing his formal shirt. When his
Rebbetzin would ask him what had
happened, each week the Alter gave a
different explanation.
“I forgot my shirt.” “I tore my shirt
accidentally.” “I mistakenly knocked into
a house painter and paint spilled all over
my shirt.”
The reality was of course, that each
week the Alter gave his shirt to an
impoverished individual. Each and
every week, the Alter would literally
give the shirt off his back to help a
fellow Jew.
During these days ahead, as we begin to
prepare for the Yamim Noraim, may we
internalize this important message, and
may we merit to actualize and prioritize
that tzedaka and loving kindness are
indeed among our most important
pursuits - Tzedek,Tzedek Tirdof.

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
RABBI MOSHE BLOOM
INSTITUTE BY
en.toraland.org.il

Grapes, Wine
and Kilei
Hakerem #1

T

he prohibition of kilei hakerem
(intercropping with grapevines)
is different from the injunctions
against kilei zera’im (interplanting with
seeds) and kilei ilan (grafting). Even
if one were to plant vegetable seeds
together or graft fruits or vegetables
in a forbidden manner, the produce is
still permitted for consumption. Not so
with kilei hakerem: if one interplants in a
vineyard, it is prohibited to eat or benefit
from the produce grown alongside the
vineyard (also called cover crops), and
the vine must be also be destroyed, as it
states:

”ּאת ַה ָּכ ֶרם
ַ ׁשר ִּת ְז ָרע ו ְּתבו
ֶ ֶרע ֲא
ַ “פן ִּת ְק ַּדׁש ַה ְמ ֵל ָאה ַה ּז
ֶּ
“… else the crop—from the seed you have
sown—and the yield of the vineyard may
not be used” (Deut. 22:9).
In the past few generations, since the
beginning of the Jews’ return to the Land
of Israel, and especially now, there are
many vineyards for both table grapes
and wine grapes growing all over Israel.
These vineyards can be found from the

tip of the Golan Heights, through the
Upper Galilee, and all the way down
to the Arava and Mitzpe Ramon in the
Negev. Grape harvesting season for
table grapes starts in the early spring
in the Arava and Jordan Bank, and ends
in Shevat for the high quality vineyards
in the Lakhish region. Such a long
season would never have been possible
a decade ago, and certainly not two
generations ago. Elongating the harvest
season is made possible thanks to smart
combinations of different cultivars and
to the exploitation of the extremely
varied climate conditions all over the
Land of Israel, a country not lacking for
anything: "לא תחסר כל בה...( "ארץ אשרDeut.
8:7). There is no match anywhere on the
globe for such a long harvesting season
for table grapes in such a small stretch of
land. Of course we must give credit to the
amazing farmers who, with their hard
work and with Divine assistance, achieve
extraordinary results. From a financial
perspective table grapes are branded in
the marketplace as a high quality crop, so
they can be sold expensively throughout
the marketing seasons.

רפואה שלמה
טובה אסתר בת לאה מרים
לאה נעמי בת טובה
צילה בת מרים
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

The Simple
Faith of Rebbe
Nachman zt"l
and Rav
Shach zt"l

“

You shall be wholehearted with
Hashem, your God.” (Devarim 18:13)

)יג:ֹקיך (דברים י”ח
ָ  ִעם ה’ ֱאל,ָּת ִמים ִּת ְהיֶה

Once, at the Friday night seudah, Rabbi
Yisrael Baal Shem Tov started laughing
after the fish had been served. No one
present could figure out the reason for
this; and when he laughed again after
the soup they were further puzzled. It
happened a third time after the main
course, and the chassidim begged their
Rebbe for an explanation. The Baal
Shem Tov promised that one would be
forthcoming after Shabbos.
That Motza’ei Shabbos the Baal Shem
Tov and his chassidim set out for
a certain village. They came to the
house of Reb Shabsi Hopstein, an
impoverished bookbinder, and the Baal
Shem Tov said, “Tell us what happened
on Shabbos!”
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Replied the man, “Well. it seems you
already know that something happened; I
will tell you what it was. This erev Shabbos
we had no food in the house. We had no
wine, so I thought we would make Kiddush
on mead, but we had no mead either!
I thought we could use challos, but we
had none. In fact, we had no food at all!
There was nothing I could do but go to
the Beis Medrash to study; before I left I
cautioned my wife not to borrow from the
neighbors.”
Reb Shabsi went on, “My wife was
despondent about the lack of necessities
for Shabbos, but she was determined to do
what she could in honor of the sacred day.
Recalling that she had a beautiful dress left
from her mother stored in the attic, she
went upstairs to look for it. To her delight
she realized that it had three gold buttons.
Hurrying to the market, she sold them to
buy food for Shabbos.”
“When I returned from shul and saw the
Shabbos table laden with food”, continued
the simple bookbinder, “I thought that my
wife must have broken her promise, but
I decided not to say anything. Then she
told me how Hashem had provided for
us, by causing her to remember about her
mother’s dress, so that she could prepare
a beautiful Shabbos without having to accept any help from others. I was so overjoyed that I danced with my wife around

the table! After the next course we danced
again, and after the chicken once again.”
Said the Baal Shem Tov to the bookbinder,
“When you danced, the angels in Heaven
were so delighted, they danced as well!
And when I saw this, I laughed with joy.”

The little setbacks in life do
not overwhelm such a person
because they embrace the
knowledge and faith that they
are not alone
Before leaving their home the Baal Shem
Tov asked Reb Shabsi if there is anything
he wishes for. Sighing, Reb Shabsi told the
Tzaddik that after many years he and his
wife were still childless. The Baal Shem Tov
blessed him and told them that they would
have a son that year who would grow up
to be a tzaddik, and so it was. They named
their son Yisrael, after the Baal Shem Tov,
and he became famous as the Maggid of
Koznitz. (‘Gut Voch’, Artscroll, p.248)
This enchanting story speaks of the notion
of simplicity. Simple laughter. Simple
buttons. A simple dance. A simple Shabbat.
Simple and pure love. Chassidic thought
often employed the term ‘Emunah P’shuta’
to describe the noblest form of faith, a
simple faith in Hashem, unadulterated
and wholesome.

1810). Rebbe Nachman’s great emphasis
on simplicity - saying one’s prayers
with simple faith and trust, snatching
each opportunity to practice charity
and kindness, even singing a cheerful
song of melody to lift one’s spirits - are
all a necessary antidote to the super
sophisticated and harried life we often
find ourselves in.
Throughout his writings, one finds the
Rebbe teaching the lesson of ‘emunah
peshuta’ or temimut: The Rebbe once
stated simply, “In order to attain perfection
in one’s life one must pursue their
avodat Hashem with absolute temimut,
wholeness” (Likutei Moharan Tinyana, 19).
The Rebbe, in a memorable lesson,
underscores the wonderful benefits of a life
lived with such a perspective. Conversely,
one lacking ‘simple faith’ is prone to be
burdened with more sadness or heaviness;
“Because certainly, one whose mind and
heart is filled with pure faith believes
that Hashem is watching over and hears
every word that one utters...certainly one
would not feel sadness or weighed down.”
(Likutei Moharan 155).
Even more, a person filled with
wholehearted faith, says the Rebbe,
remains optimistic and positive. Such a
person is filled with courage and fortitude
knowing that Hashem is at his or her side.
The little setbacks in life do not overwhelm

One of the most well known Chassidic
masters to champion the approach of
temimut regarding our faith in Hashem
was Rebbe Nachman of Breslov (1772OU ISRAEL CENTER
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such a person because they embrace the
knowledge and faith that they are not
alone and that there is a guiding hand
at every turn. Ultimately this leads to a
state of joy and happiness that we are all
searching to achieve.
Rebbe Nachman in this noteworthy
teaching posits that there is a certain
location on the globe where temimut,
simple faith, is most successfully acquired;
in the land of Israel; “Because Eretz
Yisrael is saturated with the quality of
“faith.” In the Holy Land we are most
connected to Hashem. It was in this Land
that our forefathers lived their lives and
prophesied. In a word, the Land contains
intrinsic holiness.
The following chassidic parable poignantly
expresses the idea of simple faith: The first
Rebbe of Ger, Chiddushei HaRim (17991866) shared the following story with Reb
Simcha Bunim of Peshischa (1765-1827):
An important official in the government
who owned a very expensive and most
valuable horse assigned a well-trained
guard to keep a watch both day and night
over his prized possession. One afternoon
he was called to a series of meetings
in another city. He arrived late in the
afternoon and was forced to leave the
horse with a guard that he did not know.
He was concerned that if these meetings
would go late into the night that guard
might fall asleep on the job; he therefore
told the guard that he must think about
engaging and intriguing matters so that he
would not doze off.
After his first meeting ended, he quickly
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ran outside to check on his horse and the
guard. He asked the guard, “What have
you been thinking about’’. The guard
answered,”I have been contemplating the
question - ‘When one hammers a nail into
a piece of wood, where does the wood go
when it makes room for the nail?’” The
government official was pleased to see
that he was following his advice. An hour
passed and the official came out again to
check on the horse. He again asked the
guard, “What are you pondering?” He
answered. “When one eats a bagel, where
does the hole in the bagel disappear?”
“Wonderful, said the official, “keep up
the good work.” It was now a few hours
later, much deeper into the night as the
last meetings came to a close. The official
came out. He happily took note of the
guard deep in thought. He asked him what
he was now thinking about. He answered,
“I am speculating over the following: How
is it possible that a horse which was tied
up, with a guard standing on duty, and
yet, the horse has disappeared?
The Chidushei HaRim explained his
parable’s teaching: When a person
is engaged in extended analysis and
scrutinization, the Yetzar Hara can
suddenly come and steal from a person
their straightforward thinking and
natural and pure beliefs. (Iturrei Torah,
Devarim, p. 123)
It is striking that the essential trait of
temimut is given exquisite prominence
in the life of the very first Jew. Hashem
directs Avraham Avinu to pursue the
path of wholehearted righteousness.
Namely, “Walk before me, and be tamim”

(Bereshit 17:1).
Rashi interpretes “walk before me” and
v’heyei tamim; as two district directives:
‘Walk before me: “As the Targum interpests
it: “serve me”, cling to my worship.
V’heyeii tamim - this, too, is a command,
pursuant to the previous command: be
wholehearted throughout all the tests
which I will give you.”
The trait of Temimut, according to Rashi,
consists of the exalted quality of one
accepting the difficult decrees even when
one’s faith and trust in the Almighty is
tested.
Rabbi Moshe Wienberger shlit”a, the Rav of
“Aish Kodesh Congregation” in Woodmere,
NY shared the story of a chassidic Jew in
Bnei Brak who lost everything during
World War II and was spiritually broken.
One day he came to pour his heart out to
Rav Menachem Man Shach (1899-2001),
the great Lithuanian Rosh Yeshiva (who
represented quite a different approach
from a Chassidic Rebbe).
The Jew told Rav Shach everything that
had befallen him and his family. Rav
Shach understood full well the pain of this
broken Chassidic man. The man said, “I
simply cannot even pray anymore.”
Rav Shach asked him, “What Chassidic
group do you belong to?” The man told
him, and Rav Shach began to hum a niggun, a tune, from that sect of Chassidim.
The Chassid closed his eyes and hummed
the niggun together with Rav Shach, until
he started to cry.

Rav Shach said, “For a Chassid, it’s not
enough to sing a niggun. We have to
dance.” So Rav Shach got up and danced
with this Jew, round and round.
The end of the story goes that this Jew
returned to Shul and began to pray again.
Rabbi Weinberger commented, “Rav
Shach did not give him a theological
explanation about where God was during
the Holocaust. On the contrary Rav
Shach was convinced that this niggun
was still inside that Jew, merely hidden
underneath the ashes of Auschwitz. At
the depth of one’s heart and soul, the trait
of temimut is never extinguished. (Song
of Teshuva, Vol. 1. Rav Moshe Weinberger
p.110)
Chassidut offers a unique prescriptive
regarding the notion of temimut, ‘simple
faith’. The Masters emphasized that this
mida is readily available to each of us.
Temimut is actually an innate gift of God; it
is a natural and organic bond with which
we experience our Maker. Simplicity of
faith and closeness to Hashem is a quality
that has actually been placed within the
soul. Each and every neshama insistently
yearns to tap into its actual source of life,
namely the Almighty Himself. May we
actualize this yearning and and thereby
feel a true sense... of spiritual ease,
tranquility, and joy.
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Guard Thy
Gates!

W

e are entering the palace of
the king, only to be confronted
with guards at the gate. We
make our way to the castle, but a deep
moat bars our entrance. We then try to
force our way into the nearby pleasure
grounds, but there is a ticket office: Not
everyone is allowed in. So, what’s going
on?
Our Parsha begins with the well-known
verse, “Judges and officers shall you
appoint (‘Titten-Lecha’) in all your gates.”
On face value, the plain meaning is clear.
Courts should be established in all the
cities in the land to resolve disputes and
set down the law. Moreover, officers
of the law would enforce standards
and summon violators to the courts for
adjudication.
The first question to ask, however, is why
the command to appoint judges is given in
the second-person singular and not in the
plural form? For, typically, the injunction
to appoint judges (who would sit by the
gates of the cities) was to be carried out
by a number of people and not by an
individual. And, then, we should ask,
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why the specific expression, “Lechah,”
meaning ‘for you’?
The Netivot Shalom characteristically
explains this opening sentence as a
parable. The directive is indeed addressed
to each of us, ‘for you’ – for your benefit.
And those gates are the gates that each of
us possesses within our consciousness.
There are gates that protect what we see,
we hear, we smell, we speak, and we
touch. In Psychology 101, we learn that
these senses operate as our means of
perception, of initial awareness. Based on
our past experiences, these senses then
arouse associations within us and trigger
responses that, sometimes, are beyond our
immediate control.
The rabbi thus reminds us to activate
our “gates,” to build fences around the
mechanisms that stir our arousal, and
to control what it is our eyes behold, our
mouths declare, and our ears discern.
Ideally, we would exercise a kind of filter,
only allowing to pass through those gates
stimuli that serve to bring us closer to G-d
and His service.
Each of us, it appears, needs to create a
private court and mechanism for policing
our thoughts and actions. Easier said than
done! We should recall, of course, that our
senses are not primarily evil or corrupt.
On the contrary, they serve to awaken us

to Mitzvot: smelling the spices on Motzei
Shabbat, tasting the wine on the Chagim,
hearing the blessings of the priests, eating
Matzah on Pesach, offering up our prayers,
and so on.
The point is that we somehow need a
generic, master control that regulates these
personal gates that adorn our being and
sense of self. Clearly, opines the Netivot
Shalom, relying on our intellect alone is
insufficient protection against the Yetzer
Hara that works overtime to create cracks
within those gates.
We are to activate our internal system of
judgment that informs us that what we
are about to do conforms to the will of
Hashem. We are to enter our inner private
chambers, and, like the barristers of
today, we are to check the precedents and
“the law books” to inquire whether our
premeditated actions are pleasing to the
King or, G-d forbid, displeasing.
Let us hope and pray that we can live up to
this challenge and that we can internalize
the words our prophets and poets:
“Lift your eyes on high and see Who created
these?” (Isaiah 14).
And

Mortgage
RATES at
historic
LOWS for
refinance
& purchase
Purchase / Refinance Rates
(Non-inflation linked)*
Special rates up to 75% LTV:

30 year 3.85%
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%

For well qualified borrowers

“[Let] my heart and my flesh extol in You”
(Tehillim 84).
And

firstisrael.com

“Let all my bones declare ‘Who is like you?’”
(Tehillim 35).

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv

Shabbat Shalom!

02-625-2555

*Rates are for qualified borrowers and are current as of
the printing of this advertisement but are subject to
change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and
are for illustrative purposes only.

OU ISRAEL CENTER

43

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Women
Passing
through an
Outdoor
Minyan
Question: We have an outdoor “Corona
minyan” outside the entrance of my
building. Some men stand in locations
that make it impossible to enter or exit
the building without entering someone’s
four amot. I (a woman) avoid passing
by during davening, but to take my son
to his school van, I go before Shemoneh
Esrei. Last week, I felt compelled to pass
by during Shemoneh Esrei and return
during chazarat hashatz. Was that
permissible?
Answer: In normal times (for which we
yearn), we likely would take the whole
minyan and the particular “path blockers”
to task for gross inconsideration. However,
it is scientifically/statistically clear that
the existence of outdoor minyanim with
proper spacing has, nationally, saved
lives. While people can argue whether it
is better for people whose only safe place
for a minyan disturbs others should daven
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at home, Jewish society is expected to
make certain special allowances for shuls
(see Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat
156:3). In the “old days,” people would
debate the pros and cons of minyanim on
(El Al) planes. But nowadays, without ideal
options, some (including high risk men)
would end up davening in unsafe and/
or illegal minyanim. Especially since you
are not complaining, we will be melamed
z’chut and assume that the minyan overall
finds the right balance of meeting needs
and focus on your dilemma about passing
through.
The first issue we will dispatch of is
whether a woman may be in close
proximity to men davening. Our
community does not require mechitzot
for even a minyan in places that are not
set for tefilla, including shiva homes
and airplanes (see Living the Halachic
Process, V, A-9; Rav Moshe Feinstein,
cited ibid., distinguishes between places
that are open or closed to the public).
It is unclear how long a minyan must
operate in a makeshift location to qualify
as set. However, even when a mechitza
is needed, a woman may pass through,
if necessary. Rav Feinstein (Igrot Moshe,
OC V:12) reports that individual women
have always been allowed to enter to, for
example, collect tzedaka. While he says
this should be done only on an ad hoc

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

basis, your situation is especially valid
case.
Whether there is or is not a mechitza, men
may not daven or learn aloud if a woman
not dressed according to the halachot of
tzniut is in their sight (Shulchan Aruch,
Orach Chayim 75). We do not feel a need
to review for you what this entails, and
this need not be a problem at all.
Finally, we address the halacha of not
walking in front of someone who is
davening Shmoneh Esrei (Shulchan
Aruch, OC102:4-5). (During chazarat
hashatz, it is only an issue regarding
the chazan). Most agree that the issue of
walking in front of a davener concerns
harming his concentration. What if he
does not mind? Just as the davener may
not do things to harm his own kavana, so
too he may not allow others to do so to
him (see similar idea in Bava Kama 91b).
However, there are a few grounds for
leniency. The Shulchan Aruch (OC 102:4)
rules that one may pass near someone
from the side, and the Mishna Berura
(ad loc. 16) is inconclusive on whether
passing diagonally in front is a problem.

In a case of need, one can rely on the
lenient opinion. Here, there are multiple
levels of need. You need to pass by for
your need. If we would not allow you and
your neighbors to do so, then it would be
unreasonable to have the minyan there,
which we are assuming is important.
On a more fundamental level, the Da’at
Torah (to OC 102:5) says that if a davener
blocks a “thoroughfare” (even in shul),
it is comparable to one who was buried
in a public area, and therefore he allows
people to walk by. One certainly cannot
create an off-limits zone that prevents
from entering or exiting their own
building. Therefore, what you did was
absolutely justified. (Whether people
may daven in such a location given
that others may walk by is beyond our
present scope). Your normal attempt to
not disturb is an act of tzidkut; people
helping others with their practical and
spiritual needs is crucial in navigating
this crisis.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or
Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
OU ISRAEL CENTER

45

Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

If I Have to
Eat Before
Shacharit

I

n continuing from last week’s
discussion of the special leniencies
that doctors have regarding prayer,
we will discuss the issue of eating before
praying.
The halacha (Shulchan Aruch, Orach
Chayim 89:3) does not permit eating, or
doing any other activities, before one
prays the morning prayers. The Rabbis
(Berachot 10b) explained that whoever
eats before they pray is described by the
verse “you cast Me behind your back”
(Melachim I 14:9). The word “back” is
“gavecha” which could also be read as
gaava, your pride. God says that after this
person ate and drank and was proud, he
then remembered to accept upon himself
the yoke of heaven. His own pride and
concern for his own wellbeing precedes
his concern for spiritual pursuits and the
Lord’s glory.
The Rabbis also supplied another source
for the prohibition of eating and drinking
prior to prayer. The verse states “do
not eat with the blood” (Vayikra 19:26)
which is explained to mean that a person
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should not eat before they pray for their
own flesh and blood.
The two verses appear to say the same
thing; however there is a difference
between them. The former source
suggests that once someone has prayed
even some of the prayers then they are
permitted to eat. Once they have “broken
their pride”, and turned to God, they
are permitted to take care of their own
needs.
The latter verse suggests differently; the
reason that we do not eat is that we need
to ask God to sustain us before we partake
of food. As such one cannot eat even
after saying some of the prayers, until
they have prayed the Amidah, which
contains the requests and supplications
that should precede eating and drinking.
This explains the comment of the Rema
on the aforementioned halacha in the
Shulchan Aruch. The Rema writes that
some are lenient that after reciting the
Birchot HaShachar one can eat, but
he suggests that it is appropriate to be
strict and not eat or drink even in such
circumstances.
Therefore someone who needs to eat
before prayers, for medical reasons,
should recite some of the prayers before
eating, such as reading the Shema
(see Biyur Halacha ad loc.). Rabbi

Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (as quoted in
Nishmat Avraham, Vol I 89:2) suggests
that it is preferable to recite a verse of
supplication. For example, “hear God and
answer me, God be my help” (Tehillim
30:11).
More on this next week
The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem
and helps couples from all over the world
who are experiencing fertility problems.
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles
& Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org

For information on magnificent stand alone homes in
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863

Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka)
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.
Garden Apartment in an historic building. 300 sqm
built space with 375 sqm garden. 12,500,000 NIS.
Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces.
160 sqm brand new. Fantastic deal. 4,550,000 NIS!!!

Old Katamon
Fantastic garden apt in Old Katamon. High ceilings,
authentic Jerusalem stone building, registered
garden, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 4,800,000 NIS.
New construction. 144 sqm apt, 4 bedrooms with
13.8 sqm terrace, 5th floor, two Shabbat elevators,
registered parking & storage. Asking 5,000,000 NIS.
115 sqm, new apartment, with 50 sqm registered
garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS.

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7
doorman. 145 sqm on one floor , facing garden, 3
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.
Beautiful apt in Talbiya, 107 sqm. Fully renovated
with high end finishings- underfloor heating/central
air, elevator, terrace, shared parking. Close to the
Old City, Mamilla, First Station. 4,400,000 NIS

German Colony
100 sqm apartment in a new project to be ready in
2 years. 50 sqm registered garden, parking.
4,500,000 NIS.
160 sqm on one floor, 2nd floor in small luxury
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat
elevator, views, lots of light. 8,500,000 NIS.

North Talpiot/Caspi
Rehov Caspi, view of the old city, 5th floor, 191 sqm
brand new apartment, 30 sqm sukka terrace,
Shabbat elevator. 9,500,000 NIS.
054-723-3863
Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Tel: 054-723-3863 · etamorrisrealty.co.il
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PIRKEI AVOT פרקי אבות
SPECIAL SUMMER SERIES
Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb
What Does it Mean
to be a “Student of
Ahron”?
The mishna in Avot (1:12)
famously teaches, in the name of Hillel,
“Be from the students of Ahron, [someone
who] loves peace and pursues peace, who
loves people and who brings them closer to
Torah.” Many of the commentators quote
the well known tradition (Avot D’Rebbe
Natan 12:3) that establishes Ahron as the
paradigm of peace: when two people were
fighting Ahron would approach each of
them and explain how the other person
genuinely regretted what he had done and
very much wanted to reconcile. Softened
– and encouraged – by Ahron’s message,
the disputants were moved to forgive each
other and resume their relationship with
renewed friendship.
Ahron’s credentials thus established, it
still remains puzzling why the Mishna
mentions Ahron at all; why not just tell us
to love and pursue peace without making
reference to Ahron? What is gained by
including Ahron in this teaching? The
Chida explains that what made Ahron
special was not just that he pursued
peaceful relationships, but that being a
“lover of peace” was an integral part of his
personality. The Mishna is encouraging us
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not just to do things which foster peace, but
to be like Ahron and allow those peaceful
actions to mold and shape our personality.

If we truly love another
person then we want what’s
best for them in all areas
While the description of Ahron as
someone who “loves peace and pursues
peace” is inspiring, it is also enigmatic.
What is the difference between these
two phrases? In what substantive way
does “pursuing peace” add to “loving
peace”? Rabbenu Yona suggests that
some people genuinely value peace
but they are not necessarily willing to
take the time or extend the effort to
actually bring resolution to a discordant
situation. The Mishna is teaching that it
is not enough to love peace, we have to
do whatever we can to achieve it. Other
commentators, such as the Midrash
Shmuel and Maharal, explain that the
double formulation in the Mishna refers
to two different scenarios. Being a “lover
of peace” refers to creating a peaceful
environment that prevents argument
and fighting from ever taking place.
However, in a situation where ill will
already exists, being a “pursuer of peace”
demands that we take an active role and

engage the parties in order to resolve the
disagreement.
The Mishna’s final exhortation, to love
people and bring them closer to Torah, is
also somewhat confounding. What does
loving people have to do with bringing
them closer to Torah? These are both
essential and admirable values, but they
are independently important and not
necessarily connected to each other. What
do Chazal intend to convey by combining
these two ideas into a single charge?
The Chafetz Chayim explains that the
Mishna is teaching us that part of loving
someone is caring about their spiritual
welfare. If we truly love another person
then we want what’s best for them in all
areas, spiritual as well as material. The
obligation to love our fellow Jew certainly
includes providing for their physical needs,
but it also demands that we do whatever
we can to expose them to the wisdom and
beauty of Torah. Additionally, the Tiferet
Yisroel and others explain that the Mishna
is conveying a critical insight into how
we can bring people closer to Torah, and
that is, only by loving them. It does not
matter if it is a child, student, congregant
or casual acquaintance, people will only
be receptive to your message of religious
guidance if they are convinced that you
truly love them and want what’s best for
them. If you genuinely love the person that
you are teaching – you can’t fake it, people
can usually detect your true feelings – then
he or she will be open to your message.
This was the key to Ahron’s success and it is
a necessary component whenever anyone
is trying to communicate the nobility of

Torah ideas and ideals.
Ahron remains one of the great heroes of
our tradition, but he is more than that; he
is also a role model who we can and must
learn from. Ahron personified the values
of genuine love and peace and he utilized
these values to inspire others to better
their interpersonal relationships as well
as their relationship with Hashem. He set
a high standard, but one which we must
all aspire to.
Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb is a Ram at Yeshivat
Har Etzion (Gush) and the rabbi of Kehillat
Ha’ela, a new community located in the
suburbs of Ramat Beit Shemesh.
To contact R. Gottlieb, or to join his Daily
Divrei Torah group:
rabbidovidgottlieb@gmail.com
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AMUDIM

Change Lives, Build Futures

The past number months have been quite
challenging for all of us due to the Corona
Virus. Torah Tidbits shares the following
wisdom from a premier organization that
deals directly with the issues of crises and
trauma in the Jewish community. Special
thanks to Amudim for this exclusive piece.

Transforming
Challenge into
Opportunity
Sarah Malka
Case Manager,
Amudim Israel

L

ori, 69, has been at home for 6
months. At home, all day, every day
for 6 months. Lori has preexisting
conditions that put her in a high-risk
category. She is terrified that she may
catch Covid-19 in the grocery store or on
the bus. So she stays at home.
Lori has many children and grandchildren,
but they have not come to visit in order to
protect her from possible infection.
In her life BC (Before Corona), Lori was
busy. Though she was retired from her
job as an accountant, her life was full of
50
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activity. She attended a weekly shiur, had a
walking partner, family obligations, social
gatherings, and many hobbies.
At first, Lori relished the quiet and the
slower pace of life when she began her
prolonged “stay-cation.” She had leisurely
breakfasts, time to daven, time to read and
relax. But as her self-quarantine continued
with no visible end in sight, Lori began to
feel trapped. Her restlessness made it hard
to sleep at night. She woke up feeling listless,
with little motivation to start her day.
The things she used to enjoy like crafting
and gardening no longer interested her.
Even the times that she spoke to her
children on video-chat brought her little
comfort. She found it difficult to do even
the most mundane daily chores, and began
neglecting paying the bills.
As Lori drew deeper into herself, her family

For rent - short term

Newly renovated apartment –
City Center Jerusalem – Rechavia Ground
floor with a few steps – easily accessible.
Near Great-Synagogue
2 bedrooms, 1 en-suite – and a separate family
bathroom. Strictly kosher kitchen
Large living area. Photos available upon
request via email: ams@avracon.ch
For further details please contact:

+41 79 404 7982

began to take notice. Her eldest daughter
lovingly suggested that Lori get some
support.
What Lori was experiencing is something
called situational depression. Situational
depression differs from clinical depression
in several ways. Situational depression is a
short-term response to a traumatic event
or change in a person’s life. It is also called
an adjustment disorder as it indicates a
maladjustive response to a life event.
In contrast, clinical depression is a longterm mood disorder that is usually more
severe than situational depression.
Some symptoms of both types of
depressions include a saddened mood
or constant irritability, restlessness,
listlessness, feelings of worthlessness,
reduced interest or pleasure in usually
pleasurable activities, and recurrent
thoughts of death or suicide.

SERVICES
Renovations
Electrical & Plumbing
Framing & Drywall
Aluminum Windows & Screens
Metal Work & Bars
Painting

zakonmetal@gmail.com

052.8855653

/zakonmetal

Lori is facing a real challenge. All the things
that made her feel useful, productive, and
connected to others before corona are no
longer part of her daily life. Additionally,
she is coping with the uncertainty of how
long she will have to remain at home
before she can safely restart her routine.
THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.
JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com
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While the depression might dissipate
once her life returns to normal, as Lori
might still need to remain home for a
long time, she can take actions now to
bring energy and joy back to her life.

opportunity to do something one
previously didn’t have time for like
learning a new language, an instrument,
crafting, or furthering education towards
a degree online.

It might be a good idea for Lori to reach
out for support from an experienced
therapist. If she is not sure how to
find an appropriate therapist, she can
call Amudim Israel (02) 374-0715 for
guidance.

Reframing the situation from “stuck” to
“new opportunity” can help alleviate the
feeling of being trapped.

Many therapists in Israel are open (todate) to meet clients in person in a safe,
socially-distanced way. Alternatively,
there
are
many
mental
health
professionals speaking to people via
video-chat.
Though Lori is not feeling very motivated
right now, keeping up a daily routine
can be extremely effective in keeping
depression at bay. She can focus on
getting regular exercise- either in the
house or out of the house, eating wellbalanced meals, and going to sleep at
regular times.
Lori can find a group of a few friends
who call each other each day to give each
other strength.
She should find ways to replace her BC
habits and hobbies with new AC (After
Corona) activities.
There are a plethora of shiurim available
online, many on OU Israel’s website,
or by phone to replace the live shiurim
which were the previous norm.
Being stuck at home can be a great
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The Torah describes the tearful parting
between Dovid and Yehonasan in Sefer
Shmuel. As Dovid takes leave of his
dearest friend, Yehonasan says: “Go
because G-d is sending you.” As the
Telshe Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Eliyahu Meir
Bloch, famously commented on this
pasuk- even though Dovid is running for
his life because Shaul wants to kill him,
Yehonoson is reminding him that he’s
not a runaway. He is not escaping. He is
going to the next place where G-d wants
him to be. This is just the next leg of a
purposeful journey.
Perhaps Corona has not chased us into
our homes to feel trapped. Perhaps this
new normal is an opportunity to begin
a purposeful journey towards finding
inner resources that have until now lain
dormant.
Amudim Israel provides free and
confidential clinical case management to
Anglo individuals and families dealing
with trauma, addictions, and mental
health issues. In addition to providing
direct support, Amudim's mission includes
providing education and awareness about
these topics within our communities.
For more information please contact
office@amudim.org.il or 02-374-0175.

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
TEFILLA BY
Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Birchot
Hashachar IV

A

s the losing baseball team neared
the final inning of the game, the
coach took a moment to gather the
team together for a last-minute pep-talk.
He looked the players in the eye and said to
them – “You can do it!! You have the strength,
you have the energy! Wake up and step
up to the plate
with
dignity!
We
are
the
winning team!!”.
And with that,
the team took
their place in
the dugout. With that boost of inspiration
ringing in their ears, they each took their
turn at bat with renewed confidence and
pride, ready to face the other team and
emerge victorious.

The above scenario really encapsulates
the final section of Birchot Hashachar. The
last four brachot are like that last-minute
pep-talk before we go into the day! As we
encounter myriads of issues and difficulties throughout the day, we can keep these
words of inspiration in our heads, giving
us that extra boost of energy to be able to
succeed.

ברוך אתה ה’ אלוקינו מלך
העולם אוזר ישראל בגבורה
Chazal originally recommended that one
recite this bracha
while fastening his belt in the morning.
This is because a belt signifies the separation between the upper part of the body
(the head, the heart, the neshama) which
represents the spiritual, from the lower part of the body which represents the
physical. In this bracha, we are praising
Hashem for giving us the strength to over-

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat
elevator, parking & large separate storage room.
lots of character, excellent condition, central A/C
Truly one of a kind!
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come our physical desires and our evil inclination. There’s a famous saying in Pirkei
Avot - איזהו גבור הכובש את יצרוWho is strong?
One who overcomes his Yetzer Hara. This
is the type of strength we really need at
the start of a new day. We need Hashem
to gird us with a special strength, with
the ability to do what’s right throughout
the day, despite the pull to do otherwise.
(Gemara Sukkah 52b) Throughout the day,
we are faced with hundreds of dilemmas
like – should we get angry or remain calm?
Should we spend our time well or waste
it? It’s not easy to be strong in the face of
temptations but this bracha is telling us
that Hashem is with us and with His support, we can do it!

ברוך אתה ה’ אלוקינו מלך העולם
עוטר ישראל בתפארה
This bracha was originally
instituted to be said as one
puts on his turban (Kippah). The idea here
is that we wear something on our head to
remember who we are and who is above

us. I would venture to say that a woman’s
head covering can also help to accomplish
the same goal. When we remember who
we are and what our role is as the Jewish
people, we can take pride in the fact
we have been crowned with glory and
splendor. We are the children of the King!

ברוך אתה ה’ אלוקינו מלך העולם
הנותן ליעף כח
We need to thank Hashem
every day for the renewed
strength He gives us at the start of the
day. No matter how exhausted we were
the night before or how overwhelmed we
might have felt yesterday, in the morning
we are recharged and rejuvenated,
ready to face the day’s challenges with
renewed vigor. In addition, there are
many times when we somehow manage
to accomplish the impossible - we look
back at what we have done, despite
limits in manpower and time, and we
realize that without Hashem giving us
that extra energy boost, our success

Cut and paste into your siddur
Some points to focus on as we make the Brachot:
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•

 אוזר ישראל בגבורה- We thank Hashem for girding us with a special strength,
with the ability to do what’s right, despite the pull to do otherwise.

•

 עוטר ישראל בתפארה- We remind ourselves of our role as Hashem’s nation,
taking pride that we have been crowned with glory as children of the King.

•

 הנותן ליעף כח- We thank Hashem every day for the renewed strength He gives
us at the start of the day.

•

 המעביר שינה מעיני ותנומה מעפעפי- We are thankful for the alertness and clarity
that Hashem has given us.
TORAH TIDBITS / SHOFTIM 5780

would have been virtually impossible.
We need to recognize this and remember
Who is really enabling the realization of
our achievements.

ברוך אתה ה’ אלוקינו מלך העולם
המעביר שינה מעיני ותנומה
מעפעפי
In this last bracha, we
begin with praise to
Hashem for removing both sleep and
drowsiness from our eyes. The Gra
explains that  שינהrefers to when one is in
a very deep sleep and  תנומהis referring to
when we are very tired and our eyes are
starting to close but our minds are still
very active. The idea here is that we are
thankful for the alertness and clarity that
Hashem has given us.
The Siach Yitzchak writes that the beginning
of any operation determines what the
outcome will be. If we start off on the
right foot, then we will continue upwards
from there. As we begin the day, removing
all vestiges of drowsiness and lethargy,
and we begin new thought processes
and deliberations, we are at a significant
crossroad - where will our thoughts lead
us? Which direction will we go in? And so,
we jump immediately into the paragraph
“שתרגילנו בתורתך... “יהי רצוןwhere we ask
Hashem to lead us in the right direction.
We will iy”H focus next week on this
יהי רצון.

GabaiRealEstate
GabaiRealEstate.com

OLD KATAMON, G. Katamon

In the prestegious Ganei Katamon project is a rare
4 bdrm apartment, with 3 airways, renovated, parking,
storage and an elevator. Asking price: 3,590,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON, Rachel Imenu

134 Sqm, elevator, private parking, fantastic natural
light, 3 beds (2 are en-suites), 3 baths,
plus a sukah porch!

OLD KATAMON, Palmach St.

Boutique 60 sqm apartment, renovated, high quality,
3 rooms with a succah balcony on the second floor.

OLD KATAMON, Bustenai St.
Renovated 113 sqm duplex. 3.5 Bdrms, 2.5 baths &
24 sqm of balconies. Bright with incredible views and
private parking. Asking NIS 4,500,000
Efrat

Zeit Shemen, Zayit

Beautiful 3 beds, 2 baths, laundry room, large Sukah
terrace, overlooking park. ONLY NIS 1.490.00

M. Hakramim, Rimon

Freestanding house! Over 350 sqm, rental unit,
excellent layout, large backyard. Only NIS 3.280.000

P. Haketoret, Zayit
400 sqm semi attached house, 7 bdrms, Americanstyle kitchen w/ add. 2 bdrm rental. Beautiful view &
excellent Zayit location for under 10K NIS/ meter!

DEKEL Halamed Hey
Private freestanding house 350 sqm, gorgeous views,
6 beds, 4 baths.
Yaniv: 052.614.1442

Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
EliaGabai@gmail.com
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THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

The Fear of
Fear

F

ear is one of the most powerful
emotions in the human experience
and presents itself at some of
the most critical junctures in our lives.
Whether one is on the brink of making
an important decision, waiting to hear
news of a loved one or embarking on a
new professional path, that familiar, often
crippling sentiment courses through a
person’s veins and preys on the mind,
rendering clarity at that moment almost
impossible. The Torah, which speaks ‘in
the language of mankind’ (BT, Tractate
Nedarim 3a), recognises and addresses
this.
When preparing for war, a carefully
selected priest would approach the soldiers
and give the following exhortation, ‘Listen,
O Israel, today you are drawing near to
wage war against your enemies – let your
heart not be faint, do not be afraid, do not
panic, and do not be broken before them’
(Deut. 20:3).
The children of Israel are not to fear as
God is among them. However, the priest
who is responsible for assuaging fears
and for building up the nation’s bravery
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and determination then makes a most
surprising announcement, exempting
three categories of people from military
duty: he who is engaged to a woman,
but has not yet married her; he who has
built a house, but has not yet lived in
it; and he who has built a vineyard, but
has not yet drunk from its wine (20:5-9).
Although they have to contribute to the
war effort through supplying food and
water (Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of
Warfare 7:9), these people are not allowed
to serve on the front line. What is it about
these three groups that exempts them
from battle?

It is precisely this singleminded devotion that gives
him the courage to fight
As Abraham ibn Ezra points out, the Torah
is teaching us a deep lesson about the
nature of facing fear, one that applies to
our routine lives as much as it does to the
soldiers on the battlefield. Wars are waged
in our hearts and minds, just as much as
on the battlefields. The Torah is showing us
the critical role that our emotional psyche
can play in impacting our performance on
the battlefield and whether or not our heart
is in it is what makes all the difference.

Two soldiers can be standing next to each
other facing their enemy, both feeling
the same primordial feelings of physical
and psychological terror that accompany
mortal danger. The first one is absolutely
committed to the mission – he knows
that what he is doing at this moment is
of cardinal importance to his people, and
he is able to confront the fear head-on.
Despite his trepidation, he knows that
there is nowhere else he should be; and it is
precisely this single-minded devotion that
gives him the courage to fight. The second
soldier, standing in exactly the same
position, feels the same fear. He is just as
aware as his counterpart, on a cognitive
level, that his military task is important.
But his heart is elsewhere – perhaps he
is thinking about his fiancée, or the fine
house he has just finished building, or
the financial success that he is about to
enjoy from his new vineyard. One who is
preoccupied is unable to confront his fear
head-on and it is as if he is not truly there.
He is constantly seeking comfort through
thoughts of his newly acquired life back
home. He repeatedly attempts to mentally
escape the danger he is facing through
letting his mind wander rather than
focusing on what is right in front of him.
And a soldier whose heart is not strong
and whose mind is not present is a liability
not just to himself, but to all those around
him.
In our own lives too, we often attempt to deal
with our challenges (especially those that
induce tremors of fear) through avoidance
– conscious or otherwise – and through
escaping into our various constructed

realities, online or otherwise. While this
may allow us to avoid confrontation in the
short term, it dooms us in the long term.
No soldier can defeat an enemy through
retreat and similarly no challenge can
be solved through avoidance. In order to
overcome the obstacles we face in life, we
must be bold enough to tackle them headon with crystal-clear determination.

‘The only thing we have to
fear is fear itself.’
‘Courage,’ as Mark Twain said, ‘is the
resistance to fear, mastery of fear, not
absence of fear’ (Pudd’nhead Wilson).
Through the section describing the
preparations for war, the Torah teaches
us that escapism is more dangerous than
any mortal enemy. Our diversions will
render us incapable of dispelling the fears
that threaten to cloud our lives. But in the
words of Franklin D. Roosevelt, ‘the only
thing we have to fear is fear itself.’ We
must confront our challenges and battles
whole-heartedly, secure in the knowledge
that this is the only way to grow. Only then,
as the priest anointed for warfare reminds
us, will God’s presence enter our lives and
join with us in our battle.
Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and learn
more at www.RabbiBenji.com

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES
Over the coming year Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding
Rabbis and teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

YESHIVAT LEV HATORAH, RAMAT BEIT SHEMESH
Yeshivat Lev HaTorah is a full-time Torah learning
program. Our mission is to nurture inspired, confident, wellrounded bnei Torah with the skills to learn independently,
while simultaneously developing a deep devotion to Eretz
Yisrael, Medinat Yisrael, and the entire Jewish community.

Rabbi Shimshon Jacob
Morning
Seder Rebbe,
Director of PR and
Social Media
A Place Before God
Early in the litany of laws, we find
ourselves confronted with an idea counter
to the sensibilities of sportsmanship and
inclusivity, that have been drilled into us
since hearing the name “Rudy” chanted
by a stadium of onlookers recognizing the
efforts of an underprivileged, ungifted,
loner, fighting for his dream.
In the place of college football, our
parsha focuses on the life of “Ruvi”, a
young lamb, born to a family line known
to be designated for Korbanoat in the Beit
Hamikdash! Only, a genetic variation
caused Ruvi to be born with just 3 legs.
His grandfather was a Korban, his father
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was a Korban, his mother, brothers,
sisters… all Korbanot… but because of
his genetic defect he is told he can’t do
it! Ruvi’s strong will cries out in rejection
of the naysayers… he won’t accept it! He
fights against all odds, he overcomes the
impossible challenges, he makes it to
the Beit Hamikdash. Carried in on the
shoulders of of a Kohen, we hear the
crowd chanting “Ruvi, Ruvi, Ruvi...”, as
tears of joy stream down his face… he
is about to fulfil his lifelong dream, his
destiny, his desire to be fully dedicated
to Hashem as part of the Avodah! And
BLAM we get hit with the following
pasouk:

ׁש֨ר י ְִהֶי֥ה בוֹ֙ מ֔וּם ּכֹ֖ל
ֶ ׂ֗ה ֲא
שוֹר ָו ֶש
֣ ׁ ֹקיך
ָ ֹא־ת ְז ַּבח֩ ַלה’ ֱאל
ִ “ל
”ֲב֛ת ה’ אלקיך ֽהוּא׃
ַ ָּד ָב֣ר ָר֑ע ִּכ֧י תוֹע
“Do not sacrifice to Hashem your G-d an
ox or sheep that has any type of blemish,
because it is an abomination to Hashem
your G-d.” (Devarim 17:1)

How could the inclusion of a deficient
being, especially when done for the sake
of a Korban, be an abomination?!

So, the age old question, who
do I teach to? Not nearly as
simple as “high, middle, low”
The question strikes close to home!
Deafness runs in my family, so does
ADHD, OCD, Endometriosis,... I often
teach students that display a wide
variety of different learning challenges,
some more visually apparent, others
not… honestly, we’re all unique, we’re
all different… So how am I supposed to
understand this?! How do I relate to a
mandate that inclusion of the “different”
is unacceptable?!
A couple weeks ago the staff at Yeshivat
Lev HaTorah waited with nervous
anticipation as the government debated
whether to let foriegn students into Israel
for their year of study or not. 17 brave
young men held tickets, unsure if they
would receive the permits allowing them
to board the plane. Literally an hour
before they were to leave for the airport,
a telephone halfway around the world
rang and everything sprang into action…
update
we had planned for their
arrival,icon
had the
education and programming scheduled
and prepared… but now it was real,
now it was happening. This may seem
ridiculous, but the closest thing I can
equate it to is the stories I hear from our
hesder guys about preparing for an army
mission and the anticipation that builds

There's a chess player in
Chicago who’s looking for
a mate.
(submitted by Hadas Feld, Jerusalem)

There's a genealogist in
Givatayim who wants to
connect with family.
(submitted by Pinny Ringel)

There's a gardener in
Shoresh who wants to
discover his roots.
(submitted by Tova Meltzer, Netanya)
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& be entered into a raffle for 180 NIS worth of Jewish books!

Learn (and shmooze!)
with a fellow Jew for
just 30 minutes a week.

Help shape the
Jewish future.
Sign up to be a mentor:
partnersintorah.org/tt
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up until you get that final green light
telling you it’s a “Go”.
Throughout the year morning seder
options at Yeshivat Lev HaTorah include: a
hands-on experiential track, a basic “skills
for beginners” track, an intensive text
skills development boot camp, a halacha
focused option that remains practically
driven, the opportunity to traverse the
complex byways of talmudic pilpull,
and finally an in depth comprehensive
learning experience guided by a world
class posek for those guys looking for
truly erudite learning!
And it is with this backdrop, that I took
on teaching the first wave of students
who arrived for their quarantine period
before the program kicked off.
17
students (the staff has come to refer to
lovingly as the “Chalutzim” for their
dedication and bravery in being trail
blazers in this year’s Israel experience)
from varied backgrounds, communities,
educational
histories,
genetic
predispositions, and over all drastically
divergent walks of life. 17 guys that on a
normal year would have been scattered
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amongst the 6 morning seder options,
but due to the global situation found
themselves all together in one classroom
experience.
So, the age old question, who do I teach
to?
Not nearly as simple as “high,
middle, low”. Where should the focus
be? Talmud? Halacha? The introductory
period is only a couple weeks, but that is
more than enough time to alienate a kid
from the Yeshiva experience if pushed in
the wrong direction.
Maybe there is another way to read
this pasuk; traditionally in order to
express the preposition “to” in Hebrew
the prefix “ ”לis used. Upon inspection
we find it conspicuously absent for the
common translation of “abomination ‘to’
G-d”. Instead one might read the end of
our verse as “an abomination of G-d”.
Meaning our verse now read would be
a statement to the effect of, “anyone who
would use a blemished animal is in fact
degrading the concept of G-d itself”!
Perhaps what parshat Shoftim is teaching
us is that variation exists in the world,

resources abound… but every resource,
every being, has a purpose. If we misuse
those resources, if we take money
that is not ours, we are not only held
accountable for the theft itself, but we are
also responsible for what didn’t happen
because those resources wasn’t available
where it should have been.
Maybe the message is that “Ruvi” has a
mission, has a purpose, has something
so incredible to offer to the world… but
if we were to force him like a classical
sheep to be offered, then we are missing
his unique and special mission in the
world.
Jewish education is not a one-size fits
all concept. 17 students, means a lot of
different approaches. I’m proud to be a
part of an institution that understands
that!
Shabbat Shalom

SHIUR SPONSORS
Wednesday, August 19 - Rabbi Manning’s shiur
is sponsored in memory of
Moshe ben Michael Shaul z”l
who left this world on the 6th of Sivan, Shavuot
Sunday, August 23 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur
is sponsored by Shoshana Ehrenfeld
in loving memory of her mother
Chana Shayna bat Shmuel Mordechai and
Hulda Katz Hoch a”h on the 10th yahrzeit
Monday, August 24 - Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is
sponsored by Jan Fidler and Linda Levine
in loving memory of their father
Michael Filder Michoel ben Chaim Dovid Aryeh z”l
on his 31st yahrzeit, 5 Elul

There's a quantum physicist
in quarantine who wants to
know the limits.
(submitted by Sharona Nordlicht, Bet Shemesh)

There's a diamond dealer
in Dimona who's looking
for clarity.
(submitted by Mendel Yoelitz)

There's an ophthalmologist
in Ofakim who wants to see
things from a new lens.
(submitted by Melanie Mernick, Bet Shemesh)
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
Eitan Phillips
Modiin
Chapter Director
Dealing with Doubt
Have you ever had a real dilemma
about something important? Have you
ever had an argument with friends or a
co-counselor how to do something the
right way? I’m sure most of us have.
Perhaps the Torah in this week’s parsha
as well as giving a procedure for beit
din to follow when they don’t know
the answer to something is also giving
us advice in such situations. The Torah
says:

כי יפלא ממך דבר למשפט בין דם לדם בין דין לדין
ובין נגע לנגע דברי ריבת בשעריך וקמת ועלית אל
המקום אשר יבחר יהוה אלהיך בו
The word יפלא, explains the Sforno, is
talking about a situation of doubt. The
Torah tells us that in such a situation we
must get up and go up to Yerushalalyim
and ask the Kohanim, the Leviim and
the Shofet what to do. The expression
to get up and go up is a strange one,
surely the passuk could have just said
go up. The expression get up, therefore,
is teaching us how to deal with doubt.
Sometimes, doubt can make us down
and not just doubt the answer in that
situation but our whole existence all
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together. Our reply is ‘just forget it’. The
Torah challenges us to ‘get up’; being
stuck with doubt is an opportunity to
rise up, question more and seek the
truth from wise people who can lend us
insight. In other words, don’t be stuck
with doubt and give up, rather get up
and resolve the difficulty!

Emily Kaufman
Efrat,
11th Grade
Rooted in Potential
When going to war and laying a siege on
a city, the Torah tells us not to cut down
the trees around it. Then the Torah says
an interesting thing:

כי האדם עץ השדה
If we take the literal meaning of this
phrase it means that man is a tree! What
does that mean? How are trees and
people similar. Well, like trees we start

CHESED FUND

Please help us help the 40 individuals
and families who turn to us for help
Make checks (Israeli, only) payable to
the "Chesed Fund"
and send them to

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND
att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk

as something very small and then over
time grow into something much bigger.
Trees resemble potential, something as
small as a seed, that looks so tiny can
become so big and strong! The Torah is
teaching us that even when we go to war
we have to realize that man is a tree,
and we all as humans have the potential
to grow to become something much
greater! Even more than that when we
see that people seem small and we think
we can treat them without respect we
need to realize that all people can be
great and must be treated with respect.
May we all grow to maximize our full
potential.
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire,
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"
to the Land of Israel by encouraging
passionate Judaism through Torah and
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

There's a grocer in
Greenland who wants
to start fresh.
(submitted by anonymous)

There's a reporter in
Raleigh who's asking
the right questions.
(submitted by anonymous)

There's a naysayer in
Kiryat Ono who said
'oh yes!' to Torah study.
(submitted by anonymous, Bet Shemesh)

Special Prices for Rosh Hashana
and Sukkot in Select Hotels
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Yehoshafat 13,
Greek Colony
Full floor penthouse
118 sqm +140 Sqm balcony
Building after Tama 38
Occupancy 03/2021

HaZefira 9,
German Colony
76 sqm apartment
Bright and surrounded in green
3 rooms
2 bathrooms
Building is in the process
of Tama 38

Mechalkei Hamaim 18,
Old Katamon
brand new building
5 rooms
180 Sqm+165 Sqm garden
2 private parking spots
2 storage rooms
private entrance

CONTACT US
02-567-03-03
www.prosperity-realestate.com

