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ROSH CHODESH ELUL
Shabbos Mevorchim Elul is on this Shabbat, August 15, 2020.
Rosh Chodesh Elul is on Thursday, Aug. 20 and Friday, Aug. 21
 חלקים16 דקות ו54 , בלילה1  בשעה,המולד בליל רביעי
The time of the molad of Elul 5780 is:
Wednesday, August 19, 2020, 29th of Av 1:54 am and 16 chalakim.
(Wednesday morning, 54 minutes and 16 chalakim after 1:00 am).
ראש חדש אלול יהיה ביום חמישי וביום ששי הבא עלינו ועל כל ישראל לטובה
2
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TImes According to My Zmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities,
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RE'EH
PARSHAT RE'EH
SHORT SUMMARY
Moshe continues his address to the Jewish
people and emphasizes that the Torah, at
its essence, is a source of life and joy for
the nation; “See I set before you today
blessings and a curse” (Devarim 11:26).
Even more so, said Moshe, when entering
the Land of Israel the wisdom and ways of
the Torah need to be our guide. When the
nation is in the process of conquering the
Land they must also uproot the idols and
pagan practices.
Special emphasis is placed on designating
a place of worship and sacrifices for the
nation: “It shall be that the place where
Hashem, your God, will choose to rest His
name - there shall you bring everything
that I command you…” (Devarim 12:11)
Although it will now be permitted to eat
meat for consumption purposes, blood
may never be eaten.
There is an express prohibition against

copying the rites of the Canaanites. “How
these nations worship their gods...you shall
not do so to Hashem…” (Devarim 12:30-31).
On the contrary you should be vigilant in
closely observing the commands of the
Almighty: “You shall not add to it or you
shall not subtract from it” (Devarim 13:1).
After warning the Jewish people about
idolatry and pagan culture, Moshe
addresses an issue that could precipitate
such behavior. Namely, a person who
professes to be a prophet and gives
instruction to worship idols. Such an
individual must be put to death. Stern
action must be taken towards anyone
who entices others to idolatry. This leads
us to the laws of a “wayward city’ that has
completely succumbed to idolatry, which
must be eradicated.
A further set of prohibitions regarding not
emulating the foriegn cultures relate the
issur of defacing one’s body with tattoos or
other forms of mutilation.
Along these same lines the laws of kashrut
are given. There are precise signs that
distinguish between kosher and nonkosher animals. This section concludes
with the law that we are forbidden to eat
meat that was not properly slaughtered,
and against cooking meat with milk.
An example of engaging in a positive and
sacred act in the new land of Israel is after
giving one’s crop to the Levite, a tenth of
the remainder - the Second Tithe - is to be
taken and eaten within Jerusalem.
Another example of the uniquely holy life
of the Jew in the Land will be observance

4
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of the laws of Shemitah (Sabbatical year).
During this year a creditor forgives
outstanding loans.
Within the context of being forgiving
and charitable the Torah mentions the
obligation to give tzedaka employing the
beautiful expression: “...you shall not
harden your heart or close your hand
against your impoverished brother.”
(Devarim 15:7).
The parsha concludes in celebratory
fashion by highlighting the joyous days
of the three major festivals: Pesach,
Shavuot and Sukkot. These are times for
great happiness and unity for the nation.
These auspicious days are set aside as
opportunities throughout the year to be
in the presence of Hashem at the Holy
Temple.
May that day come soon! Amen.

HAFTORAH
YESHAYAHU 54:11- 55:5
We continue this Shabbat to imbibe the
uplifting messages of comfort from the
prophet Yeshayahu.
Hashem will take back the nation of Israel
from the exile and return her to the Holy
Land. With our return the true splendor of
Israel will be reinstated and goodness will
abound for our nation and humankind.

רפואה שלמה
טובה אסתר בת לאה מרים
לאה נעמי בת טובה
צילה בת מרים

For rent -

Shaarei Chesed, Sfat Street,
one bedroom, ground floor,
bet Lod and Even Sapir,
private yard and entrance,
no stairs, 50m all inclusive/fully furnished,
no agents, Available September 2020, 4900nis

WhatsApp Zeva 058-789-4719
zevaadler@gmail.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
THE PERSON BY
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus
IN THE PARSHA

Acquiring
Faith

T

his week’s Torah portion, Parshat
Re’eh
(Devarim
11:26-16:17),
invariably is read near the
beginning of the Hebrew month of Elul.
Elul is the last month of the year before
Rosh Hashanah. It has a special place
in religious life because it is viewed as a
time to prepare oneself for the process of
divine judgment, which begins on Rosh
Hashanah and concludes on Yom Kippur.
Despite my excellent early Jewish
education, I was fairly ignorant about the
significance of Elul until the year I began
my post-high school Jewish studies. It was
then that a teacher introduced me to a
spiritual approach known as the Mussar
movement. This movement was inspired
by a charismatic, scholarly, creative
Lithuanian rabbi in the second half of the
19th century. His name was Israel Salanter.
He found the religious condition of the
Jews of his time to be deficient in several
respects. For one thing, he was convinced

Save a Life - Gain yours

1 of 77,346

EFRAT

www.efrat.org.il 02-5454500
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that people were ignoring the ethical
dimensions of our tradition. He insisted
that one had to be very meticulous in his
or her ethical behavior and devote extra
caution to relationships with other people.
He was also concerned with the lack of
true faith, the absence of yir’at shamayim,
fear of Heaven.
Thus, he developed a comprehensive
methodology for achieving faith in the
Almighty, true “fear of heaven.” He also
formulated a program through which
individuals could attain greater sensitivity
to their own ethical behavior with regard
to their spouses, friends, employers and
employees, and neighbors, Jewish or
otherwise. He placed special emphasis
upon the month of Elul, when Jews
approach the impending days of judgment;
he realized that these waning days of the
Jewish year represent the optimal time to
focus on what we would call faith in God
and one’s duties to his fellow man.
The teacher who inspired me to learn
more about Rabbi Israel Salanter and to
follow his rigorous program of religious
and ethical self-improvement was a man
named Rabbi Zeidel Epstein, may he rest in
peace. I will reserve a detailed description
of this remarkable spiritual mentor for
another venue. Suffice it to say that he was,
for me and for my peers, a bridge to the

lost world of the disciples and followers of
Rabbi Salanter. Rabbi Epstein had a long
and distinguished teaching career, which
began at the yeshiva I attended in New
York City and which culminated in the
holy city of Jerusalem, where he passed
away about ten years ago, at nearly one
hundred years old.
I was intrigued by one of the central
teachings of Rabbi Salanter. For, you see,
about the time that I was attending Rabbi
Epstein’s lectures, I was also enrolled in a
secular university and was taking a course
in the philosophy of religion. One of the
questions we explored in that class was
how to obtain religious faith. We studied
a wide range of techniques ranging from
meditation and contemplation to the
proofs of the existence of God, which
were popular even among traditional
Jewish philosophers during the Middle
Ages. It was then that I was first exposed
to William James’ classic work, The
Varieties of Religious Experience. We even
experimented with methods of cultivating
ecstatic mental states in order to directly
apprehend the Divine.
Rabbi Salanter suggested a very different
approach, one which was nowhere to be
found on the curriculum of the college
course in which I was enrolled. Instead, he
preached that the way to achieve emunah,
faith, or to use the term he preferred,
yir’at shamayim, fear of heaven, was to
engage in moral behavior and character
refinement. He emphatically maintained
that only when we improve our
relationships with others do we begin to
connect with God.

Finally, Some Good News!
The Knesset Approves:

Tax Reduction on
Purchase of
Second Home!

david zwebner
Licensed real estate
professional

L I V E

Apartments starting at
only $500,000 with only
15% down payment and
bank guarantees.
Enjoy rental income often
in excess of 3.5%

O P P O S I T E

T H E

S E A

0544-332621

dav idz@A shke lonProperties.com

True wholesaler from the diamond
boursa with over 25 years experience
member diamond dealers club

∙

Engagement Rings Stud Earrings
Pendants Tennis Bracelets

∙

050-573-9061 jeffmor36@gmail.com
www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER

7

Permit me to attempt to illuminate Rabbi
Salanter’s theory by referring to a passage
from one of the literary works we studied
in that class on the philosophy of religion.
It was from the section entitled “The Grand
Inquisitor” in Fyodor Dostoevsky’s classic
novel, The Brothers Karamazov. In it, one
of the brothers, Ivan, states that “if God
is absent, then everything is permitted.”
In other words, the basis of ethics and
morality is the existence of God. Without
God, there is no reason to be ethical or
moral, and anarchy reigns in human life.
Ironically, Rabbi Salanter and the
famous Russian novelist were exact
contemporaries of each other, although
it is highly doubtful that either of them
knew of the other’s existence. But Ivan
Karamazov’s words, if inverted, express

Rabbi Salanter’s insight very well: Instead
of “If God is absent then everything is
permitted” invert the words to read
“If everything is permitted, then God
is absent.” Meaning, God is absent in a
society where men behave as if everything
is permitted and there is no distinction
between right and wrong. In such a society,
it is futile to search for God and try to gain
religious faith.
On the other hand, if a society acts in
accordance with principles of right and
wrong, and realizes that not everything
is permitted, possibilities of faith in the
divine open up. Belief in God depends
upon righteous behavior. Elul is the time to
intensify and enhance righteous behavior
in the individual and in society, thus
creating an opening for emunah and yir’at
shamayim. In the words of one of Rabbi
Salanter’s disciples, “Emunah (faith) can
only be achieved through tikkun hamidot
(character development).”
This insight, seemingly so simple and
direct yet philosophically so profound, is
expressed in the wording of one particular
phrase in this week’s Torah portion. The
verse reads:
“Observe and understand (shamor
v’shamata) all these matters that I
command you; so that it will go well with
you and with your descendants after you
forever, for you will be doing what is good
and right in the sight of the Lord your
God.” (Devarim 12:28)
The commentator Ohr HaChaim wonders
about the first part of this verse. Should it
not read “understand and observe?” Why

8
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is the observation, the fulfillment, written
before the need for understanding? Surely
it would be preferable to first understand
and only then to obey.
Rabbi Chaim Zaitchik, an ardent devotee of
Rabbi Salanter’s movement who survived
the Holocaust, wrote an essay entitled
“Flawed Character Traits Weaken Faith,”
which offers the following explanation of
why we must first “do what is good and
right in the sight of the Lord” and only
then understand Him:
“From this we gain the following guidance:
in order for a person to achieve the precious
quality of faith in the Almighty in his life, he
cannot do so through intellectual inquiry.
He must first rectify his ethical and moral
conduct, laying down a foundation of
good deeds and charitable acts, and then
thereby develop a complete and strong
faith. Only then can he understand the
meaning of yir’at shamayim, only then will
faith be revealed to him.”
As we advance from the advent of Elul to
the High Holy Days, to the days of awe and
judgment, we would do well to remember
the teachings of the 19th century Rabbi
Israel Salanter, and the teachings of
those of his disciples, Rabbis Epstein and
Zaitchik, who survived into the late 20th and
even early 21st century. We would do well
to focus on character development and
self-improvement in our ethical and moral
conduct; for to the extent that we grow in
our behavior to other persons, we will be
granted strengthened faith and a more
profound appreciation of the Ribbono shel
Olam, the Master of the Universe.

GabaiRealEstate
GabaiRealEstate.com

RENT: Tibonim Street

110 sqm, 3 bedroom apartment, renovated, furnished.
1st floor with Succah balcony. NIS 8,500/ per month.

RENT: Nisim Bachar

30 sqm, 1 bedroom and a balcony. Central AC, fully
furnished and on the 2nd floor with an elevator.

RENT: ARNONA, Beitar st.

1.5 Flights up, 80 sqm, 3 rooms, fully furnished,
in great condition, w/ central AC. Asking NIS 5,300

RENT: RECHAVIA, Even Gvirol
On Even Gvirol, 2 bedrooms, fully furnished, succah
balcony, bright and airy.

RENT: KIRYAT YOVEL

Incredibly spacious 60 sqm apartment. 1 bdrm, sun
balcony, 3 exposures, 1 bath, on 2nd floor.

RENT: CITY CENTER, Maziah
70 sqm garden apartment in the heart of the city.
2 beds, 1 bath, renovated beautifully with
a large private garden.
Efrat

P. Haketoret, Zayit
Best value! Rare 250 sqm, semi-attached house,
investors dream. Front yard, large terraces, spacious,
bright, view. ONLY NIS 2.590.000

Zeit Shemen, Zayit

Beautiful 3 beds, 2 baths, laundry room, large Sukah
terrace, overlooking park. ONLY NIS 1.490.00

M. Hakramim, Rimon

Freestanding house! Over 350 sqm, rental unit,
excellent layout, large backyard. Only NIS 3.280.000
Yaniv: 052.614.1442

Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
EliaGabai@gmail.com
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on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

The Good
Society

M

oses, having set out the prologue
and preamble to the covenant
and its broad guiding principles,
now turns to the details, which occupy
the greater part of the book of Devarim,
from chapter 12 to chapter 26. But before
he begins with the details, he states a
proposition that is the most fundamental
one in the book, and one that would be
echoed endlessly by Israel’s Prophets:
See, this day I set before you blessing
and curse: blessing, if you obey the
commandments of the Lord your God that
I enjoin upon you this day; and curse, if
you do not obey the commandments of
the Lord your God, but turn away from
the path that I enjoin upon you this day
and follow other gods, whom you have not
experienced. (Deut. 11:26-28)
If you behave well, things will go well.
10
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If you act badly, things will turn out
badly. Behaving well means honouring
our covenant with God, being faithful to
Him, heeding His words and acting in
accordance with His commands. That was
the foundation of the nation. Uniquely
it had God as its liberator and lawgiver,
its sovereign, judge and defender. Other
nations had their gods, but none had a
covenant with any of them, let alone with
the Creator of heaven and earth.
And yes, as we saw last week, there are
times when God acts out of chessed,
performing kindness to us even though
we do not deserve it. But do not depend
on that. There are things Israel must do
in order to survive. Therefore, warned
Moses, beware of any temptation to act
like the nations around you, adopting
their gods, worship or practices. Their way
is not yours. If you behave like them, you
will perish like them. To survive, let alone
thrive, stay true to your faith, history and
destiny, your mission, calling and task as
“a Kingdom of Priests and a holy nation.”
As you act, so shall you fare. As I put it in
my book Morality, a free society is a moral
achievement. The paradoxical truth is
that a society is strong when it cares for
the weak, rich when it cares for the poor,
and invulnerable when it takes care of the
vulnerable. Historically, the only ultimate
guarantor of this is a belief in Someone

greater than this time and place, greater
than all time and place, who guides us in
the path of righteousness, seeing all we
do, urging us to see the world as His work,
and humans as His image, and therefore
to care for both. Bein adam le-Makom
and bein adam le-chavero – the duties we
have to God and those we owe our fellow
humans – are inseparable. Without a
belief in God we would pursue our own
interests, and eventually those at the social
margins, with little power and less wealth,
would lose. That is not the kind of society
Jews are supposed to build.

Britain is not ruled by “We,
the people.” It is ruled by Her
Majesty the Queen whose
loyal subjects we are
The good society does not just happen. Nor
is it created by the market or the state. It is
made from the moral choices of each of us.
That is the basic message of Deuteronomy:
will we choose the blessing or the curse?
As Moses says at the end of the book:
This day I call the heavens and the earth
as witnesses against you that I have set
before you life and death, blessings and
curses. Now choose life, so that you and
your children may live. (30:15, 19)
The test of a society is not military, political,
economic or demographic. It is moral and
spiritual. That is what is revolutionary
about the biblical message. But is it really
so? Did not ancient Egypt have the concept
of ma’at, order, balance, harmony with the

Efrat and Gush Etzion

www.angelrealty.co.il

For Sale in Tamar
Luxurious and
modern 5 room
apt. + option.
Great location
1,875.000 NIS

For Sale in Dekel
7.5 room cottage.
200m, Stunning
view. (Ezra st.)
2,150,000 NIS
For Sale in Dagan
Stunning modern
cottage, 250m, 8.5
rooms + option
3,950,000 NIS

Tzippy - 0524588715
Gabi- 0524588716
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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universe, social stability, justice and truth?
Did not the Greeks and Romans, Aristotle
especially, give a central place to virtue?
Did not the Stoics create an influential
moral system, set out in the writings of
Seneca and Marcus Aurelius? What is
different about the way of Torah?
Those ancient systems were essentially
ways of worshipping the state, which was
given cosmic significance in Pharaonic
Egypt and heroic significance in Greece
and Rome. In Judaism we do not serve
the state; we serve God alone. The unique
ethic of the covenant, whose key text is
the book of Devarim, places on each of
us an immense dual responsibility, both
individual and collective.
I am responsible for what I do. But I am
also responsible for what you do. That is
one meaning of the command in Kedoshim:
“You shall surely remonstrate with your
neighbour and not bear sin because of

him.” As Maimonides wrote in his Sefer
ha-Mitzvot, “It is not right for any of us to
say, ‘I will not sin, and if someone else sins,
that is a matter between him and his God’.
This is the opposite of the Torah.”1 In other
words, it is not the state, the government,
the army or the police that is the primary
guardian of the law, though these may be
necessary (as indicated at the beginning
of next week’s parsha: “You shall appoint
magistrates and officials for your tribes”).
It is each of us and all of us together. That
is what makes the ethic of the covenant
unique.
We see this in a phrase that is central to
American politics and does not exist at all
in British politics: “We, the people.” These
are the opening words of the preamble
to the American constitution. Britain is
not ruled by “We, the people.” It is ruled
by Her Majesty the Queen whose loyal
subjects we are. The difference is that
Britain is not a covenant society whereas
America is: its earliest key texts, the
Mayflower Compact of 1620 and John
Winthrop’s address on board the Arbella
in 1630, were both covenants, built on the
Deuteronomy model.2 Covenant means we
cannot delegate moral responsibility away
to either the market or the state. We – each
of us, separately and together – make or
break society.
1
Rambam, Sefer ha-Mitzvot, positive
command 205.
2 See the recent survey: Meir Soloveichik,
Matthew Holbreich, Jonathan Silver and
Stuart Halpern, Proclaim liberty throughout
the land: the Hebrew Bible in the United
States, a sourcebook, 2019.
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Stoicism is an ethic of endurance, and it
has some kinship with Judaism’s wisdom
literature. Aristotle’s ethic is about virtue,
and much of what he has to say is of
permanent value. Rambam had enormous
respect for it. But embedded in his outlook
was a hierarchical mindset. His portrait
of the “great-souled man” is of a person of
aristocratic bearing, independent wealth
and high social status. Aristotle would
not have understood Abraham Lincoln’s
statement about a new nation, “dedicated
to the proposition that all men are created
equal.”
The Greeks were fascinated by structures.
Virtually all the terms we use today
– democracy, aristocracy, oligarchy,
tyranny – are Greek in origin. The message
of Sefer Devarim is, yes, create structures
– courts, judges, officers, priests, kings
– but what really matters is how each
of you behaves. Are you faithful to our
collective mission in such a way that “All
the peoples on earth will see that you are
called by the name of the Lord, and they
will be in awe of you” (Deut. 28:10)? A free
society is made less by structures than
by personal responsibility for the moralspiritual order.
This was once fully understood by the key
figures associated with the emergence (in
their different ways) of the free societies
of England and America. In England
Locke distinguished between liberty, the
freedom to do what you may, and licence,
the freedom to do what you want.3 Alexis
3 John Locke, The Second Treatise of Civil
Government (1690), chapter 2.
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050-424-8359
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)
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* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,
outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!
RENTALS:
OLD KATAMON * 6 rms., garden apt. furnished !
* Lovely 2 bdrms, furnished, 2nd oor, two balconies !
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02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com
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de Tocqueville, in Democracy in America,
wrote that “Liberty cannot be established
without morality, nor morality without
faith.”4 In his Farewell Address, George
Washington wrote, “Of all the dispositions
and habits which lead to political
prosperity, religion, and morality are
indispensable supports.”
Why so? What is the connection between
morality and freedom? The answer was
given by Edmund Burke:
“Men are qualified for civil liberty in
exact proportion to their disposition to put
moral chains upon their own appetites…
Society cannot exist, unless a controlling
power upon will and appetite be placed
somewhere; and the less of it there is
within, the more there must be without.
It is ordained in the eternal constitution
of things, that men of intemperate minds
cannot be free. Their passions forge their
fetters.”5
In other words, the less law enforcement
depends on surveillance or the police, and
the more on internalised habits of law
abidingness, the freer the society. That
is why Moses, and later Ezra, and later
still the rabbis, put so much emphasis on
learning the law so that it became natural
to keep the law.
What is sad is that this entire constellation
of beliefs – the biblical foundations of a
free society – has been almost completely
4
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in
America, Introduction.
5 Edmund Burke, Letter to a Member of
the National Assembly (1791).
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lost to the liberal democracies of the West.
Today it is assumed that morality is a
private affair. It has nothing to do with
the fate of the nation. Even the concept
of a nation has become questionable
in a global age. National cultures are
now multi-cultures. Elites no longer
belong “somewhere”; they are at home
“anywhere.”6 A nation’s strength is
now measured by the size and growth
of its economy. The West has reverted
to the Hellenistic idea that freedom
has to do with structures – nowadays,
democratically elected governments –
rather than the internalised morality of
“We, the people.”
I believe Moses was right when he
taught us otherwise: that the great
choice is between the blessing and the
curse, between following the voice of
God or the seductive call of instinct and
desire. Freedom is sustained only when
a nation becomes a moral community.
And any moral community achieves a
greatness far beyond its numbers, as we
lift others and they lift us.
Shabbat Shalom
Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable
Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
6
David Goodhart, The
Somewhere, Penguin, 2017.
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RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
PROBING BY
Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

T

his week, we have the opportunity
to read the haftarah of Parashat
Re’eh, a selection that we were able
to read only twice over the past six years
on this parasha. For four years out of the
six, Parashat Re’eh coincided with Rosh
Chodesh and the widespread minhag is to
read the special Rosh Chodesh haftarah on
this Shabbat and combine this selectionfrom the 54th and 55th perakim of Sefer
Yeshayahu, with the beginning of chapter
54, which is read for parashat Ki Tetze.
Despite the fact that the reading is often
omitted on Parashat Re’eh, it is familiar
to us from both Parashat Ki Tetze and
Parashat Noach, when we read the entire
perek 54 (and the beginning of 55) as
the haftarah of that parasha. I included
this short introduction only because
I wondered over this week whether I
could find a new idea or thought to share
with you. But, as we learn in Pirkei Avot:
“Hafoch bah v’hafoch bah-d’kula bah”-if
we review and revisit the text, we will find
everything in it!
And I believe that I did.
Throughout the 40 plus years I served
in the Rabbinate, I have been blessed
with lasting relationships and impactive
experiences. This is especially true of the
last 37 years which I spent in Fort Lee,
New Jersey where I was privileged to lead
a congregation made up of many “Nitzolei
16
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Shoah”-Holocaust survivors. Among them
was a most remarkable individual who,
even as he approached his ninetieth year,
would be the first to arrive at the 6:30
morning minyan, unlocking the shul for
all of the attendees. He was particular in
remembering each member of his family
who perished (read: “was murdered”) in
the Shoah and reminded me each year
how the Rav of his community was shot
before his very eyes-and he observed that
yahrzeit as well.
One quiet evening, he told me how he felt
upon his liberation. He was relieved, he
was joyous, but he was concerned and he
was angry. So when the men gathered to
daven in their first minyan after liberation
in order to thank G-d for saving them,
this man, brought up as a Belzer Chasid,
refused to join. He was angry-and, after
the losses he suffered, we understand
why. After the service, a former inmate
said to him: “So, will you give H***** the

victory he cherished? Will you destroy
the remainder of our people by erasing
our past and traditions?” He was stunnedand he changed. He told me then: “Rabbi,
that’s why I come to every minyan. I will
never give that monster a victory.” And,
after seeing his children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren living in Israel,
he commented: “You see, Rabbi, these are
my answers to that monster!”
Nice story-but what does it have to do with
the haftarah?
Both in last week’s and this week’s
haftarot the nation cries out to Hashem
for comfort. Last week, we read that they
believe that Hashem had abandoned
them. Yeshayahu responds with the
magnificent vision of the future geula-a
vision that comforted Israel, reaffirming
the fact that Hashem would never
abandon them. Yet, as we begin this
week’s haftarah, we hear “Aniya so’ara
LO nuchama”, that the “afflicted one” was
NOT comforted!?
HaRav Moshe Lichtenstein addresses this
very question and explains that Israel
suffered from two effects of the galut.
On the one hand, she felt an emotional
and spiritual distancing from G-d, that
feeling of abandonment that the navi
successfully addressed in the haftarah
of Parashat Ekev. But exile also affected
the nation in a different way, a way that
also caused a feeling of estrangement
from Hashem. And that was the physical
torment of poverty, hunger and physical
pain that an exiled people often suffer,
challenging their long-held beliefs..

EXCLUSIVE

For Sale/Rent Prime Rechavia Talbieh Property
on quiet Radak

Small building of charm... Luxurious, very
spacious 4 room apt, top finishes, high ceilings,
very light , 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, large
living /dining areas, great succa terrace.
Shabbat elevator, private parking, storage.
A must see!

Aviad Realty

CHOICE JERUSALEM PROPERTIES

www.aviadrealty.com
054-499-9043
Eva@EvaAviad.com
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Our history teaches us that there are
Diasporas during which the Jews are
targeted as scapegoats to be attacked,
oppressed and killed. Often, it brought
the people closer to G-d and the need to
shelter beneath His wings and often it
caused them to doubt and wonder where
He is. And then there are Diasporas during
which the Jew flourished, succeeded
and even excelled in their professions,
businesses and achievements and helped
Jews turn to Hashem in thanksgiving.
Too often, however, that type of exile
experience led the people to assimilate
with the general society and to reject their
beliefs and their connection to G-d.
And, sadly, there are those galuyot in
which both “abandonments” are felt.
The prediction of Hashem’s bringing us
back to the land found in the haftarah
of Ekev addressed Israel’s first fear of
being spiritually distanced from G-d

and comforted them by assuring that
Hashem would return them to their
land as he could never abandon them.
But Israel still felt that the terrible
conditions under which they lived in
galut was an indication that they still had
not repaired their relationship with G-d
and remained distanced from Him. It
was this fear that Yeshayahu addressed
in this week’s haftarah predicting that,
upon the geula, Hashem would remove
them from their poverty, “I will lay your
floor stones upon pearls…and make
your sun windows of rubies…” and this
message of the navi comforted those
who were troubled by the poverty and
torment of the exile.
So what say I who was blessed to know
survivors who were challenged in their
beliefs by unmatched cruelty and pain
as well as by the feeling of spiritual
abandonment by the G-d they davened to
and trusted, and yet were not defeated by
those challenges?
I say that I was so blessed and am so
thankful to have met these amazing
survivors who overcame their doubtseven without Yeshayahu speaking directly
to them, but…..
….they lived to see the words of the
navi come true through their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren!
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RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

Location,
Location,
Location….

A

t least fourteen times in Parshas
Re’eh alone, the Torah refers to
a location that is not explicitly
named. It is clearly referring to the
location of the Beit HaMikdash, but it uses
the phrase, “makom asher yivchar” – “the
place that He will choose.”1 Why is the
location of the Beit HaMikdash not made
explicit? The Torah could have referred
to the location as Har HaMoriah, as it did
when Avraham was instructed to journey
there to sacrifice his son.
The Rambam (Moreh Nevukhim 3:45)
offers three explanations as to why the
location of the Beit HaMikdash was not
explicitly disclosed in the Torah.
First, so that the other nations will not
1 Devarim 12:5; 12:11; 12:14; 12:18; 12:21:
14:23; 14:24; 14:25; 16:2; 16:6; 16:7; 16:11;
16:15; 16:16.

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה
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know the location of the holiest place on
earth and try to prevent Bnei Yisrael from
being able to conquer and establish a
presence in the vicinity. Isn’t it fascinating,
now that its location is known, how
prophetic the words of Rambam are, and
how so many religions are fighting over
the Temple Mount!? It is even counted as
one of the three locations in Eretz Yisrael
that was purchased and specifically these
three locations are among those most
contested. The three locations purchased
were: Jerusalem (Har HaBayit), Hevron
(Me’arat HaMakhpela) and Shekhem
(Yosef’s burial site).
Second, if the other nations would know
the location of the future Temple, the
place where Jews would serve their
God, they would defile the place. Again,
history has proven what the Rambam
expressed as a threat. One of the gates
leading to the Old City of Jerusalem today
is called “Sha’ar HaAshpos” – the Dung
Gate in English. Legend has it that in
the time of the Byzantines, garbage was
thrown from there up until the Temple
Mount, to prevent the Jews from praying

Check out the interviews with
Charlie Harary, Lori Palatnik, Nissim Black,
Rabbi Paysach Krohn and Batya Ruddell!
Jewish Inspiration at your Fingertips.com.

on this holy site. In more recent times,
prior to the establishment of the modern
State of Israel, the area was full of litter
and filth.
Third, if we knew the location of the
Mikdash, all the shevatim would want
their tribe to be granted that territory,
and it would create an inner conflict.
That is why the commandment to erect
the Mikdash may only be fulfilled after
a king is anointed, as the king would be
able to control the people and prevent
fighting over the location of the Temple
and the ownership over that territory
(Sanhedrin 20b).
For these three reasons, the specific
location of the Mikdash was left
undisclosed until immediately prior to
it being built. Today, we not only know
the location of the Beit HaMikdash, we
are privileged, after two thousand years,
to once again return to that exact site.
Unfortunately, though, Har HaBayit is still
in a defiled state.
As we are in the  שבע דנחמתא- the seven
weeks between Tisha B’av and Rosh
Hashana where we read a haftorah of
prophecies of the geula, may we merit
experiencing a complete redemption and
witness the rebuilding of the Mikdash in
our lifetime.

For information on magnificent stand alone homes in
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.
Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863

Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka)
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.
Garden Apartment in an historic building. 300 sqm
built space with 375 sqm garden. 12,500,000 NIS.
Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces.
160 sqm brand new. Fantastic deal. 4,550,000 NIS!!!

Old Katamon
Fantastic garden apt in Old Katamon. High ceilings,
authentic Jerusalem stone building, registered
garden, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 4,800,000 NIS.
New construction. 144 sqm apt, 4 bedrooms with
13.8 sqm terrace, 5th floor, two Shabbat elevators,
registered parking & storage. Asking 5,000,000 NIS.
115 sqm, new apartment, with 50 sqm registered
garden. Ready to move in. 4,300,000 NIS.

Talbiya
King David Crown apartment for sale. 24/7
doorman. 145 sqm on one floor , facing garden, 3
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, terrace, parking, Shabbat
elevator and storage. USD 1,800,000.
Beautiful apt in Talbiya, 107 sqm. Fully renovated
with high end finishings- underfloor heating/central
air, elevator, terrace, shared parking. Close to the
Old City, Mamilla, First Station. 4,400,000 NIS

German Colony
100 sqm apartment in a new project to be ready in
2 years. 50 sqm registered garden, parking.
4,500,000 NIS.
160 sqm on one floor, 2nd floor in small luxury
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat
elevator, views, lots of light. 8,500,000 NIS.

North Talpiot/Caspi
Rehov Caspi, view of the old city, 5th floor, 191 sqm
brand new apartment, 30 sqm sukka terrace,
Shabbat elevator. 9,500,000 NIS.
054-723-3863
Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Tel: 054-723-3863 · etamorrisrealty.co.il
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Three or Seven:
A Calendric
Choice?

A

striking imbalance marks our
calendar journey at this time of the
year….

Three mournful weeks led from Shiva
Assar B’Tamuz to Tisha B’Av. Seven weeks
of consolation follow. Why not three and
three, or seven and seven?
I will admit that this is not the kind of
question that I usually ask. A Litvak (Jew
of Lithuanian descent) by birth, I tend to
steer clear of symbolic interpretations,
including numerical allusions. Show me a
new insight into the pshat (straightforward
interpretation) of a biblical text, and I am
in heaven.

Even Litvaks, however, can be tempted;
and the puzzle at hand is powerfully
tempting. The path that we travel during
the months of Tamuz, Av, Ellul and Tishrei,
after all, is carefully calibrated. The weeks
leading to and from Tisha B’Av comprise
an essential prelude to the Yamim Noraim
(see last month’s column for elaboration).
Can it be that the journey’s numerical
imbalance carries a message, as well?
A number of years ago, I realized that the
key to this calendric disparity might lie in
the significance of the numbers three and
seven, themselves. Each is a significant
number in Jewish tradition.
In the halachic sphere, the number
three speaks of the concept of chazaka,
a status quo. When an event occurs or
a phenomenon appears three times in
succession, a reality is established that
must be reckoned with. The event or
phenomenon has taken on a life of its own,

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

CALL
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aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il www.aaronkatsman.com
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and will continue to exist and/or operate
until the chazaka is broken.
The number seven is vastly different. Seven
speaks of the concept of bria, creation. The
world is created is six days plus Shabbat…
seven.
Perhaps our calendar reminds us that
these numbers are operant in the arena of
human behavior, as well…
Behavioral chazaka speaks of “status quo
behavior”, of life on “automatic pilot.” In
the realm of behavioral chazaka , one day
leads to the next, without thought, without
change. The trouble with habits, after all,
is that they are “habit forming.” We simply
allow ourselves to follow our well-trodden
life paths, regardless of their flaws and
shortcomings.
Behavioral bria, “creational behavior,” is
vastly different. In this realm, each day
presents opportunities for self-examination, change and growth. Each day
is a potential adventure, filled with unexplored prospects and pathways. We
learn from past mistakes as; with imagination, strength and courage; we break
new ground in our journey towards the
future.
The calendar informs us that three weeks
lead to Tisha B’Av; while seven weeks lead
to the Yamim Noraim…

ARNONA - Great opportunity, 3 rooms, 73sqm,
modern building, Shabbat elevator, balcony, large living
room, good shape, storage room, parking, Exclusive,
2,080,000nis
OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE SHTIBLECH - Great
investment, 3 rooms, 75sqm, elevator, nice balcony,
spacious, bright, quiet, master bedroom, parking,
Exclusive, 2,640,000nis

GERMAN COLONY - In the luxury Ganei Katamon
Residence, 3 rooms, 70sqm, sukkah balcony, good shape,
storage room, parking, 3 directions, rare! Exclusive,
2,850,000nis
ARNONA CLOSE TO BAKA - Beautiful 4 rooms, modern
building, elevator, balcony with view, spacious, quiet,
parking, storage, 3,000,000nis
OLD KATAMON - New Project, 3/4/5 rooms, great
location, garden or sukkah balcony, luxury, quiet, storage,
parking

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

CORONA INSURANCE CHECKLIST
Can Mom and Dad take out
local health insurance now
that they’re stuck here? Call E/C
What are the options for
life/health insurance? Call E/C
Can we get a better deal on
our car/home insurance? Call E/C

Egert and Cohen
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Behavioral chazaka inexorably leads
to tragedy; behavioral bria can lead to
beautiful new horizons.

INSURING YOUR:
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Sharing and
Caring

T

here is an art of giving, how, what,
and to whom it is fitting to give. The
Torah gives a clear directive by teaching us to “...open your hand to [your destitute brother]; you shall lend him his requirement, whatever is lacking to him” (Devarim
15;8). In this one pasuk lies fundamental
lessons in the mastery of benevolence.
The Gra notes the double language of
“patoach tiftach et yadcha”. When you look
at your hand with a clenched fist, you may
notice that all the fingers are relatively
the same size. It is only when we open
our hand that we see the different sizes of
each finger. This conveys an imperative
in giving; one size does not fit all. Each
person and situation must be sized up
individually to see what the needs are and
how respond accordingly.

In Alei Shur, Rav Wolbe teaches that the
root of chesed is found in the final phrase of
the passuk, “asher yechsar lo”, whatever is
lacking to him. The first essential principle
in giving is to identify and sometimes intuit
what are the needs of another. At times the
necessity will be financial, at other times
it may be a spiritual, medical, or deeply
24
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personal need. One who is a true giver
will sense what is lacking and will be able
to offer appropriate assistance. We often
know what we ourselves are missing, but
it takes a person who can step outside the
self to see what another is missing.
How do we know another’s needs? Often
people are reticent to share their deficiencies; no one likes to feel indebted to someone else. Rav Wolbe notes an additional
principle in giving, to have “hearat panim”.
When meeting others we should be careful to not only say a perfunctory hello, but
to express a true interest in their situation.
When we converse openly and share genuine concern, people are more inclined to
disclose their needs, and we are then better able to help.
Rav Gamliel Rabinowitz in Tiv HaTorah
teaches an additional valuable principle.
Whenever a person approaches you
to share his challenges and struggles,
know that it is hashgacha pratit that you
were chosen to hear it. If you can help,
Rav Gamliel continues, then that is your
mitzvah and you should do so. If you are
unable to help, at the very least you should
daven for the person and ask Hashem to
alleviate his pain. Giving is not only filling
a physical need, it is feeling empathy and
davening for relief and appealing for
deliverance on behalf of our brothers and
sisters.

RABBI JUDAH
OU-NCSY
MISCHEL Mashpiah,
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

The Blessing
of Today

A

wealthy
Jew
and
clever
businessman approached Reb
Yisrael Meir, the Chofetz Chaim
zt’l, with what he thought was a winning
proposition: “In my tzava’ah (will), I’ll
divide up my estate into seven portions.
As I have six sons, each will receive one
cheilek (portion) and the seventh portion I
will leave to the yeshivah on condition that
you will learn Mishnayos for the sake of
my neshamah. The talmidim of Radin will
benefit, and I will enjoy the merit of your
Talmud Torah from the next world!”
The sagely Chofetz Chaim answered,
“Why wait until after you are dead to
dedicate one-seventh of your belongings to
tzedakah? Give the money to the yeshiva
today, and instead of me learning Torah for

the sake of your neshamah, you yourself
can learn those Mishnayos right now!”

A PATH OF BLESSING
“Re’eh, Behold, I set before you hayom,
today, a blessing and a curse; blessing
if you will heed the commandments of
Hashem, which I command you hayom...
and the curse, if you will not heed the
commandments...but turn away…to follow
other gods, which you did not know.”
(11:26-28)
The directive is simple and clear: we are
empowered to make the most of our lives,
to determine our fate and create the reality
in which we desire to live. The choice is
ours, and we have the responsibility to
embrace a path of blessing and revealed
good, or the opposite. We are the masters
of our own fate, and the Torah places the
ultimate responsibility for the life we lead
directly upon us.
One of the details in this directive that
draws our attention and hints at deeper
meaning is the repetition of the word
hayom.
Rebbe Nachman of Breslov teaches
(Likutei Moharan 272) regarding the verse
in Tehilim (95:7): Hayom, Today — if you
heed His voice… “It is an important rule
in Avodas Hashem to focus only on today.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Newest Sale Listings In Jerusalem
Exclusive

Unique Garden Apartment on Hatzfira
Street in the German Colony
6 Rooms, High Ceilings, 160 sqm, Spacious
Kitchen, 250 sqm Garden, 4 Exposures, Full of
Character and Charm, 2 Separate Units of 25 sqm
each, Private Parking

Exclusive

Great Family Duplex
in Old Katamon

5 Rooms, Large Kitchen, Spacious Living Area,
Roof, Parking, Sukkah Balcony

Properties for
Sale/Rent in a New
Building in San Simon
For Sale: Starting at 5,000,000 NIS
For Rent: Starting at 9,000 NIS

FOR RENT

Rental in Excellent Location in Rechavia

Whether with regard to one’s livelihood
and personal needs, one should not think
about one day to the next…with regard
to serving God, he should not consider
anything beyond this day and this moment.
Sometimes the world of Avodas Hashem
can seem overwhelming, heavy, even
burdensome. However, when a person
considers that he has only ‘that day’ ...he
will find it no burden at all.”
Rebbe Nachman’s advice parallels the
directive of our sedra and is the essence of
the wise words of the Chofetz Chaim. When
we feel moved to grow and strengthen our
relationship with Hashem, we ought to
immediately attach an action-point to this
awakening and capitalize on a feeling of
inspiration or desire for self improvement
and responsibility in our lives:
“...A person should not procrastinate
from one day to the next, saying, “I’ll
start tomorrow. Tomorrow I’ll pray more
attentively, and with the right enthusiasm,”
and likewise for other devotions. For a
person’s world consists only of the present
day and moment. Tomorrow is a different
world entirely.” (Likutei Moharan, 272,
continued).
Hayom — as soon as Hashem sets before
us a blessing or presents a mitzvah — may
we merit to swiftly ground it in this world
of action. As the Chofetz Chayim urges us,
“Why wait?”

3 Large Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, 130 sqm, Partially Furnished

Yitchak Kowalsky
054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com
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For Rent: Lovely, renovated, ground floor
apartment with private entrance available
long-term in Rechavia. 3 bed, 2 full bath
(master bath en-suite). Mostly furnished.
No agent fee. 050‑829‑4185

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
RABBI MOSHE BLOOM
INSTITUTE BY
en.toraland.org.il

Re’eh: Looking Ahead –
Preparing for Shemitah in
Public Institutions, Continued

L

ast week we gave one example
for preparations we need to make
now to ensure that the upcoming
shemitah year will be observed properly
in institutions and organizations.
Many institutions want unpaved areas
to look aesthetic, so they generally plant
flowers every year. This is obviously
forbidden during the shemitah year. Is
there a halachic solution?
Biennials

There are many biennial plants and
flowers (short-lived perennials with a twoyear life span) that can be planted during
the sixth year. With proper care they will
continue to bloom throughout the shemitah
year and into the eighth year, when it will
be possible to plant new flowers. Biennials
might be more expensive than annuals and
their maintenance is more complex than
the latter. However, planting biennials
saves the cost of purchasing flowers and
planting them during the shemitah year.
Therefore, financially it is not much more

expensive than planting annuals. The
solution is aesthetically pleasing, most
people will not notice a difference, and it
facilitates 100% shemitah observance.
Fertilizer solutions
There are also fertilizers that decompose
gradually over several months and provide
an excellent solution for shemitah. Such
fertilizers can be applied once before the
onset of shemitah and continue nourishing
plants for many months to come.
Laying sod
Laying sod should be planned for the sixth
year enough in advance of shemitah to
allow at least one lawn mowing before the
end of the year. This done, it will be possible
to mow the lawn in the usual way during
the shemitah year in a timely fashion..

Mazal Tov to

Aytan & Rivki Himelstein and family
on the marriage of their daughter
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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בראש השנה יכתבון
וביום צום כיפור יחתמון
33 Successful years!!!

Experience an INSPIRATIONAL & LUXURIOUS Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur
Ramada Suites Hotel, Netanya | Fri 18- Sun 20 Sept. | Sun 27-28 Sept.
Scholar Rabbi Baruch Taub
Experienced Ba'alei Tefillah
Exclusive Beit Knesset & Dining Room with
safe social distance
Rosh Hashana - Gourmet Meals - Full Board
Yom Kippur - pre and post meals
Kashrut Mehadrin under Rabbanut of Netanya
Deluxe Accommodation - Ocean Facing Suites
Hosted by David & Chana Walles
Flexible Cancellation Terms
Strict Adherence to Ministry of Health protocols

This boutique program is designed
for Couples & Single Adults
www.koshertravelers.com | info@koshertravelers.com
ISRAEL: +972 2 992 9801 | USA: +1 646 240 4118 | EUROPE: +44 207 048 6168 | AUSTRALIA: +61 39 9997496
LUXURY CRUISES | EXOTIC TOURS | ITALIAN ALPS | AFRICAN SAFARI | SUKKOT HOTELS | ISRAEL TOURISM
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ושמחת בחגיך והיית אך שמח
33 Successful years!!!

EXPERIENCE A RELAXED & FAMILY FRIENDLY SUKKOT
Elma Hotel, Zichron Ya'akov | Fri 02- Fri 09 Oct.

Scholars Rav David Lapin & Rav Aaron Adler
Exclusive Beit Knesset & Sukkah with safe social distance
Gourmet Meals
Kashrut under Rabbanut of Zichron Ya’akov
Deluxe Accommodation options
Hosted by David & Chana Walles
Flexible Cancellation Terms
Strict Adherence to Ministry of Health protocols

This boutique program is designed
for Family Groups & Couples
www.koshertravelers.com | info@koshertravelers.com
ISRAEL: +972 2 992 9801 | USA: +1 646 240 4118 | EUROPE: +44 207 048 6168 | AUSTRALIA: +61 39 9997496
LUXURY CRUISES | EXOTIC TOURS | ITALIAN ALPS | AFRICAN SAFARI | SUKKOT HOTELS | ISRAEL TOURISM

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Immersion
for Mixed
Utensils

T

he Gemara (Avodah Zara 75b) states
that utensils purchased from a nonJew require tevilah (immersion)
in a kosher mikveh. As mentioned in
previous articles, metal and glass utensils
both require immersion. However, due to
modern manufacturing, a single utensil
is often composed of various different
materials, thereby adding a measure
of complexity to the requirement of
immersion.
Early authorities debate regarding which
part of a utensil determines whether
immersion is required. All authorities
agree that if the utensil is composed
entirely of a material that requires
immersion, such as metal, the utensil must
be toveiled. However, this may not be the
case regarding a utensil that is composed
of various materials such as wood and
metal. According to Tosfot (Ibid) and the
Rosh (Ibid Siman 35), tevilah is required
only when the material that is obligated
in immersion comes in direct contact with
the food.
The Maharam of Rothenberg (Responsa
30
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621) has a unique approach, in which he
applies the concept of ma’amid. Ma’amid
refers to a certain part of an object that
has essential purpose. For example, the
use of metal bars to hold up s’chach for a
sukkah is known as a ma’amid. Without
the metal bars, the s’chach would not
stay in place and therefore the metal is
considered a ma’amid for the s’chach. The
same logic may be applied to immersing
utensils. In the case of a utensil made of
both metal (required) and wood (exempt
of immersion), in which the metal directly
touches the food, while the wood serves
an essential purpose of holding the
utensil together, the wood is considered
a ma’amid. Therefore, according to the
Maharam, one would NOT be obligated to
immerse the utensil. On the other hand, in
the case of a metal peeler with a ceramic
blade, if the ceramic directly touches the
food but the metal component is essential
for its use, that utensil requires tevilah.
A third opinion is brought by the Tur (YD
120). The Tur rules that it is necessary
to be stringent on both, meaning that if
the material that touches food requires
immersion, such as metal or that metal
helps hold the utensil together, even though
it’s not touching (ma’amid), immersion is
required. The Shulchan Aruch (YD 120:67) seems to contradict himself regarding
this halacha. The Beit Yosef (the detailed

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

writings of Rav Yosef Karo explaining
his rulings in the Shulchan Aruch) writes
that we should be stringent as in the third
opinion. However, in the Shulchan Aruch
he rules like Tosfot that only when food
is touching a non-exempt material is
immersion required.

Since the wine is only
touching the wood, no tevilah
is required even though the
metal bars hold the barrel
together.
Later authorities disagree on this halacha depending on how they reconcile
the contradiction in the writings of Rav
Yosef Karo. The Taz (12: 9) and others (Pri
Chadash, Gr”a, Be’er Hagola) all rule as
written in the Shulchan Aruch, meaning
that ma’amid has no halachic relevance

Stargazing Experience:

Monday, August 24
Meet our professional team at Mitzpe Masua
(south of Bet Shemesh) - powerful telescopes
will penetrate the heavens as we learn and
are entertained by professional astronomers
(in Hebrew) - Depart from the Inbal Hotel at
6:45pm, Return before 11:00pm
Price:250 shekels if coming with bus,
200 shekels on your own
shalompollack613@gmail.com

regarding tevilat keilim. Therefore, only if
the material that touches food is metal or
glass do we require immersion. The Shach
(120:12) and Chochmat Adam (73:11) disagree and follow the stringency of the Tur.
There are many practical applications
based on this dispute. For example, there
is the case of wine barrel made of wood
with metal hoops around it. According to
Tosfot and the Taz, since the wine is only
touching the wood, no tevilah is required
even though the metal bars hold the barrel
together. The Maharam, Tur, and Shach
would require immersion based on the
fact that the metal bars are considered a
ma’amid.
According to modern authorities (see Sefer
Tevilat Keilim 1:6), the generally accepted
opinion is that of the Tosfot Shulchan Aruch
and Taz. Based on this, wooden wine
barrels would not require immersion.
In conclusion, a mixed utensil must be
immersed when the material which comes
in direct contact with the food requires
immersion (metal or glass). Additional
aspects of this halacha will be discussed in
forthcoming articles.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU Israel at
SUN, AUG 16

Online Shiurim & Programs

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

Tehillim – Divine Poetry
https://zoom.us/j/92253147141

Sefer Daniel (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/144986284

Rabbi David Walk

10:15 AM

Rabbi Aharon Adler

Insights into the Haftora
https://zoom.us/j/403831319

11:30 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Mishlei: Wisdom for
Life (L’Ayla). https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.us/j/887981820

SPECIAL EVENT
8:00 PM

Mrs. Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

9:00 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz Minchat

Chinuch. https://zoom.
us/j/89983298537

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider
Chasidut on the Parsha
https://zoom.us/j/700303855

Please note that Mrs. Shira
Smiles regular Parsha shiur
will re-continue on Sept. 1

11:45 AM

10:30 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Ethics, Family and Society
in the writings of
Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook
and Rav Soloveitchik
https://zoom.us/j/81925157325

5:00 PM

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/195174554

7:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Managing Expenses in
Uncertain Times. JCHAT
seminar for young
professionals with

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

https://zoom.
us/j/83245419689

Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration
from the Masters of
Jewish Thought
facebook.com/OUIsrael

Sara Berelowitz

TUE, AUG 18

MON, AUG 17

9:00 PM

Rabbi Avi Herzog

Sefer HaKuzari/ https://
us02web.zoom.
us/j/84083193142

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

5:00 PM

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz (L’Ayla)

The 13 Attributes:
From Moshe to Micha
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

Rabbi Sam Shor

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
32
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*L’AYLA CLASSES
ARE FOR
WOMEN ONLY

in the comfort of your Home
WED, AUG 19
9:00 AM

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

Halacha and Medina
https://zoom.us/j/6878683646

10:15 AM

Rabbi Anthony Manning

Contemporary Issues in
Halacha and Hashkafa.
https://zoom.us/j/460662359

11:30 AM

Rabbi Alan Kimche

Great Jewish Thinkers
https://zoom.us/j/772450422

7:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Halacha
https://zoom.us/j/709706986

8:30 PM

Rabbi Ezra Friedman

Practical Kashrut
https://zoom.us/j/698124792

THURS, AUG 20
10:15 AM

Rabbi Baruch Taub Parshat
HaShavua. https://zoom.
us/j/615813416

11:30 AM

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Unlocking the Messages of Chazal.
https://zoom.us/j/488542635

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.us/j/887981820

8:00 PM

Rabbi Ari Kahn. Parshat
HaShavua. https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009

8:30 PM

JCHAT-Young Professionals:
Parsha Perspectives-Relevant
Messages rooted in the weekly
Torah Portion. This week with

Rabbi Ezra Friedman

https://zoom.us/j/83529763019

SPECIAL EVENT

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

MISSED A CLASS?
You can watch the
recording at
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

Rosh Chodesh Elul
Seminar for Women
Preparing for Rosh Hashana.
www.ouisrael.org/
elul2020 for details. https:/
zoom.us/j/87869044510

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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CHESED4U

Chesed4U is offering a new opportunity!
Learn how to “Zoom” into shiurim,
events and social meetings

If you are 75+ and have a computer, laptop or
smartphone that has internet and want to learn how
to use the Zoom interactive video platform, we have
volunteers that will teach you via the phone.
Call or email Chana Spivack to register
for this free program.
cspivack@ouisrael.org 050-229-4951
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

02-560-9110

Linking our Lives2gether
for active single Olim, ages 60-75

Presents a new weekly get-together:

SUNDAYS AT 7:00PM

Each week, a different subject will be
presented by our members and guests.
Join us for a virtual night out.
For Zoom address and password contact

Chana Spivack

cspivack@ouisrael.org or
050-229-4951
22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM
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l

02-560-9110

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Interactive Kollel for Kids!
AUGUST 23-27 SUN. TUES. & THURS. 4:00-5:15PM

Join us for a virtual week
of hands-on learning!
Challa bake, shofar
blowing, Parsha games
and more!
Register at:
www.ouisrael.org/kidskollel
to receive the full schedule
and details
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

Grades 1-5
l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

02-560-9100

Gimmel Elul:

Rav Kook Yahrtzeit Commemoration
SUNDAY, AUG 23, 8:00PM (1:00PM EST)
Join us as we commemorate Gimmel Elul,
the 85th anniversary of the passing of
Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohein Kook zt’l
Featuring a special lecture:

Thank G-d for Atheism:
Getting Ready to Meet our Maker
with Rabbi David Aaron,
Founder and Dean of Isralight,
Rosh Yeshivat Orayta, acclaimed author & lecturer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89061137463
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

l

02-560-9100
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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JCHAT Presents:

PARSHA PERSPECTIVES
Relevant Messages rooted in the weekly Torah Portion

Jerusalem Community Hub
for Anglos & Torah

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 8:30 PM

A new weekly shiur for young professionals
featuring a dynamic rotation of speakers
offering relevant messages rooted
in the weekly Torah portion

with Rabbi
Ezra Friedman
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83529763019
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

l

02-560-9110

ROSH CHODESH ELUL SEMINAR FOR WOMEN
Thursday August 20 – 30 Av, 9:00AM – 1:00PM
In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל
9:00 – 9:15 Welcoming Remarks
Zemira Ozarowski
9:15 – 10:15 Rosh Hashana Machzor
Workshop Mrs. Shoshana NissenbaumPool
10:15 – 11:15 My Personal Teshuva Story
Devorah Sisso

Women Reaching Higher

11:15 – 12:15 The Key to Our Rosh Hashana
Tefillot being Accepted with Love and
Happiness Rav Meir Goldwicht
12:14 – 12:45 Virtual Shofar Factory Tour
Rabbi Daniel Rosenthal
For more information and to register:

www.ouisrael.org/elul2020

Join us at: https://zoom.us/j/87869044510
Free of charge
22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM
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l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

JCHAT Presents:

Managing Expenses
in Uncertain Times

Jerusalem Community Hub
for Anglos & Torah

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 8:00PM

A free seminar for young
professionals with

Sara Berelowitz,
Comptroller, OU Israel
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83245419689

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

Limited Space Register at:
https://www.ouisrael.org/events/jchat-sara-berelowitz/
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

l

02-560-9110

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

‘

Re’eh Anochi notein lachem hayom,
bracha uklala” - See, I set before you
today, a blessing and a curse...”

Seder table asks : “Ma Nishtana HaLayla
Hazeh Mikol Halaylot - How is this night,
different from all other nights?”

Rabbi Yisrael Grossman zt’l notes that we
must understand this verse as presenting
us with the potential inherent within each
and every day.

Rabbi Shlomo Aviner, Rosh Yeshiva of
Yeshivat Ateret Cohanim in Jerusalem’s
Old City has a powerful explanation
of this question- Ma Nishtana HaLayla
Hazeh Mikol Halaylot.

Re’eh Anochi notein lachem hayom Hashem has given us Hayom - Todaythis day - to either bring blessing into
the world through our actions, or
chas v’shalom to bring further harm
and damage into this world through
inappropriate or destructive choices and
behavior.
This idea of the ability to grasp the
potential in the here and now of each and
every “today,” is an important perspective.
Perhaps we might also see this message as
an instruction for us to reflect, take stock,
and note where we are today, within the
greater context of Jewish history, to reflect
on where we are as a people and a nation.
Similarly, each year on the first night of
Pesach, the youngest child present at the

38

TORAH TIDBITS / RE'EH 5780

Ma Nishtana Halayla Hazeh, Rav Aviner
explains, is not asking what makes the
15th of Nisan different from the 4th of
Adar, or the 6th of Elul, or any other
night on the Jewish calendar; rather it is
stating this night of Pesach this year is so
different than Pesach ten years ago, than
Pesach fifty years ago, than Pesach 2,000
years ago.
Rav Aviner writes so vividly:
“What makes this night different from
all other nights? This night is so different
indeed! During all other ‘nights’ of our
exile, the Jewish people found themselves
oppressed in foreign lands, on this ‘night’ we
are home in our Land. On all other nights
we served foreign kings and governments,
on this night we are independent and free.

On all other nights in our history we built
foreign cities like the Egyptian store-cities
of Pitom and Ramses, on this night we’re
building right here in Tel Aviv. On all other
nights in our history we spoke Russian or
German, tonight we speak Hebrew. During
all other “nights’ of our dispersion we were
in foreign nations, tonight we are home
in our State. On all other nights we were
forced to enlist in foreign armies, tonight
we proudly adorn ourselves with the noble
garments of the Armed Forces of the State
of Israel...
Thank G-d, this night is so different,
through Hashem’s unending kindness
toward us...”
Rav Aviner’s insight into the significance
of this moment, of where we are in Jewish
history is powerful. There is so much to
be thankful for, so much to recall and
appreciate.
‘Re’eh Anochi notein lachem Hayom,’ is
an eternal reminder to us, to both reflect
on how far we have come, how much
we have achieved as a nation, and to be
makir tov to the Borei Olam for the many
blessings that come into our lives each
and every day.

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA FOR RENT garden apartment, 3 bedrooms,
110sqm, amazing garden, easy access, parking, storage,
a.c , fully renovated
ARNONA 3 bedrooms, 100sqm, elevator, 2 parking,
storage, balcony, light & airy, 5 minutes from Baka
ARMON HANATZIV - GARDEN APARTMENT 3 bedrooms,
90sqm, private entrance, first floor, close to transportation,
garden, gym, light & airy, only 1,650,000 nis

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.

BAKA- Derech Chevron Arabic house, 2 bedrooms, private
entrance, no steps, handicapped accesible, 50m garden,
parking, walking dist. to Kotel and First Station, close to
buses. Can be used as an office. 1,780,000 nis

JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

ARNONA 4 bedrooms, 126m, nicest in Arnona, renovated,
breath-taking view, sukkah porch, spacious living room,
Shabbat elevator, 2 parking spots, large machsan, central
A/C, private heating

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com

OLD KATAMON- DUPLEX 5 bedrooms, 150m+building
rights, 2 Sukka porches, 100m, authentic Arab house,
4 air directions, very very special

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

The Judge is
My Father

those whom death is chillingly final.
Indeed, a believing Jew affirms that with
the end of the body’s earthly life, the soul
remains intact and is gathered in by God.
(Ramban, Devarim 14:2)

“בנים אתם לה’ אלוקיכם לא תתגדדו ולא תשימו קרחה
)א:בין עיניכם למת” (דברים יד

The Ramban’s explanation sheds light on
the phrase that precedes and follows the
directive not to slash. The pasuk opens
with the phrase, “You are children of the
Lord your God and is then followed with
the phrase “For you are a holy people to
the Lord your God…” (Devarim 14:1-2).
This special relationship, namely, being
the precious child of God and, even more,
containing a spark of His holiness is
indicative of the fact that the holy soul of
man is not extinguished when the body
expires.

“You are the children of the Lord your God.
You shall not cut yourself nor make any
bald spot between your eyes as a sign of
mourning” (Devarim 14:1)
In ancient times there was a practice to
slash one’s own skin or pull out one’s
own hair following the death of a friend
or family member. Apparently this was a
pagan ritual meant to express the pain and
devastation over a life lost (Rashi, Devarim
14:1). The Torah is straightforward
in demanding of the Jew, “Do not cut
yourselves nor make a bald patch between
your eyes for the dead (Devarim 14:1).
Is there a particular rationale as to why a
Jew is prohibited from acting this way?
The Ramban offered a penetrating insight:
As Jews we have faith in the promise of
eternity for the soul. Thus, despite the
natural grief that one feels at the loss of
a loved one, we as people of faith are not
overwhelmed and do not feel hopelessness
to such a degree that one would mutilate
one’s body. Such behavior is fit only for
40

TORAH TIDBITS / RE'EH 5780

The Sages of the Talmud offered a very
different explanation of the law ‘not to
slash oneself’ (Yevamot 13b). The word
in the verse that prompted them to offer
a distinct insight is titgodedu. The simple
understanding of this is, as we explained
above, “to slash oneself.” But the word also
means “group” or “faction”. Hence the
pasuk, according to the Sages should be
understood to be teaching: “Do not make
‘agudot’”, separate divisions, or cliques
within the Jewish people.
The eminent Rebbe of Sochotchov, Rabbi
Shmuel Borntstein (1855-1926) in his

remarkable Torah work Shem Mishmuel
(Parshat Re’eh 5675/1914) is puzzled by
the fact that these two seemingly disparate
interpretations are extrapolated from this
one phrase. What has self-mutilation for
the dead to do with factionalization of the
nation of Israel? He is convinced however,
that if the Sages connected these two
prohibitions they must be deeply linked.
The Rebbe offered the following exquisite
answer: In both cases the Jew is summoned
to be cognizant of the sacred soul that
permeates one’s fellow man. In the case
of death, although it is normal and proper
to weep and mourn the loss of a dear one,
one curtails any extreme expression of
loss knowing that the soul is everlasting.
He beautifully adds that the soul of the
living and the one who has departed
remain permanently connected on a ‘soul’
level; that immeasurable bond can never
be terminated.
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of the similarities between people and the
substantial common ground - and this is
the key to attaining unity. We are obliged
to recognize that every soul of every
member of Klal Yisrael is from the same
root; we are all part of one spiritual entity.
The Rebbe of Sochotchov demonstrates
that the additional layer that the Sages
added in interpreting lo titgodedu, was
not arbitrary. On the contrary, the two are
closely linked: Both emphasize the need to
perceive the sanctity and unique nature
of the soul. It is incumbent upon us to
perceive this truth.
The importance of peeling away the
physical veneer and perceiving the sacred
soul inherent in our neighbor is one of
Chassidut’s most celebrated teachings.
The Baal HaTanya, Rebbe Shnuer Zalman
of Liadi (1745-1812) famously posited
precisely this perspective in his classic
work. The choice of the Baal HaTanya to
expound on this subject matter in chapter
32 of the Tanya was apparently deliberate.
In Hebrew every number spells a word.
Thirty two spells lev, heart. This teaching
was meant to be the heart of the Tanya
(Chabad.org, Tanya Chap. 32)
The Rebbe posited that our physical form
often blurs our view from seeing the
true essence in one another - namely,
the soul. When we place less emphasis
on the physical we would naturally be
more inclined to love others with greater
affection and closeness. If in fact we are
children of one God, says the Rebbe, then
ipso facto we are brothers and sisters with
one another.
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“It is on account of this common root in
the One God that all of Israel are called
“brothers” - in the full sense of the word;
only the bodies are distinct from each
other. Therefore, there can be no true
love and fraternity between those who
regard their bodies as primary and their
souls secondary, but only a love based on
external factors…” (Tanya, Chapter 32).
The Alter Rebbe is suggesting the notion
that there is a natural love that will simply
flow freely when we focus on seeing the
soul, sanctity, and righteousness of those
who surround us.
***
Let us examine each word in the
Torah’s indelible phrase: “Banim Atem
L’Hashem”

”“בנים אתם לה’ אלוקיכם
Banim
The notion of being a ‘child of God’ means
grasping the truism that Hashem extends
His endless love when judging his children.
This breakthrough idea is beautifully
articulated in the Talmud (Kiddushin 36a).
We find a dispute between Rebbe Yehuda
and Rebbe Meir. Rebbe Yehuda posits we
are only called ‘banim’, identified as God’s
children, when we act like it. Rebbe Meir
says that no matter what, we are ‘banim’,
identified as God’s children. To support
his contention, Rebbe Meir brings four
different verses to show that no matter
what we do, no matter how bad we get, we
are ‘banim’ to Hashem.
Rabbi Tzvi Yehudah Kook zt”l (1891-1982)
was quick to comment on this Talmudic

passage that even though in disputes
between Rebbe Yehuda and Rebbe Meir,
we always say that the law is like Rebbe
Yehuda, here there is an exception: Rebbe
Meir is correct (see Teshuvot HaRashba
Part 1, )רמב. No matter what happens, no
matter how we act, just like a biological
son remains irrevocably his father’s child;
so are we ‘banim’ to Hashem our God.
(Itturei Torah, vol 6 p.92 )
Atem
The verse says, Banim atem. The pasuk
could have simply said banim l’Hashem.
Does the word atem have special
significance?
The illustrious chassidic master Rebbe
Yisroel Hopstein (1737-1814) known as the
‘Kosznitzer Maggid’ zt”l, identified another
pasuk in the Torah that employs a similar
word. The passage speaks of the court of
Israel proclaiming the new month. The
Torah writes: Asher tikreu otam, “Which
you shall designate “ (Vayikra 23:4) The
Talmud comments that although the pasuk
says Otam it can also be read Atem, which
signifies, “Afilu shogegin, afilu mezidin”,
“Even if you were mistaken, even if you
intentionally established the wrong date
of the month [as Rosh Chodesh].” In other
words, even if the High Court of Israel
declares the wrong date for Rosh Chodesh
it is always legitimate.
The Kosznitzer Maggid made the point
that the Sages in this case went so far as
to reinterpret the word Otam ( )אתםand
suggested that it be read it atem ()אתם, in
order to emphasize the idea that even a
court that mistakenly or even intentionally
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declared the wrong date, is to be accepted.
However, suggested the Rebbe, here in
our pasuk, the Torah actually employed
the word, atem, which unambiguously
conveys the message - “afilu shogegin, afilu
mezidin” - we remain Hashem’s beloved
child even if we made mistakes, and even
when we intentionally sin.” (Itturei Torah,
Devarim, p.92).
L’Hashem
The fact that we are ‘Children of God’
means that the inverse is also true, namely,
Hashem is a father to us. This fact is plainly
stated toward the end of the book of
Devarim. Moshe exclaims “Is He not your
Father?” (Devarim 32:6)
Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin zt”l (1881-1966)
was an outstanding Polish rabbinic leader
who fled during the Second World War to
come to Palestine. He tells a story of his
trip to the Holy Land. He shared a cabin
on the ship with a very wealthy man
who owned factories abroad, as well as
gardens and orchards in the Holy Land.
The individual had abandoned God and
his commandments.
During the four day travel at sea Rabbi
Sorotzkin tried speaking to him about
the existence of God. His words made an
impression on him. On the fourth day of
the trip, he said that he now believed in
God - but not in the Divine origin of the
Torah.
Rabbi Sorotzkin describes how the ship
approached the Jaffa shore. He turned to
his newfound friend and said if he had
another four days he would also convince
44

TORAH TIDBITS / RE'EH 5780

him of the Divine origin of Torah. “But
what could I do now, with so little time
left?”
Rabbi Sorotzkin then describes going up
to the deck and seeing the Holy Land from
afar. As they stood next to one another the
Rabbi turned to his new acquaintance and
asked, “Do you have any children?” He
answered that he had a son in university
and a daughter in a fine high school. The
Rabbi then asked, “Why burden them
with study? You are such a wealthy man,
they will never need to work a day in their
lives?” The man was a bit disturbed by his
question and quickly responded, “They
need to be educated. They need to acquire
wisdom. As a father I am responsible that
they be people of good character and
nobility.”
The Rabbi was very pleased with his
answer. He said to him, “Let your ears
hear what your mouth has said. A father
has an obligation to his children. Namely,
that they be wise, that they be moral,that
they be enlightened, and be upright.” The
Rabbi then added, “Once you admit that
God is the creator of man and the world
and that we are his children - our Father in
Heaven, is concerned that we live our lives
according to the straight path, ethically
and virtuously - this is the meaning behind
all the commandments of the Torah.”
Rabbi Sorotzkin relayed that at that
moment, as he was finishing sharing this
explanation, the ship had docked and it
was time to disembark. The man had not
responded to the Rabbi’s last argument.
Rabbi Sorotzkin said to himself that he

would never know what happened to the
man but he was sure that he left him with
much to contemplate. (Oznaim L’Torah,
Artscroll edition, Devarim p.370-371)
***
We are the children of God. Hashem is our
father. The Almighty, therefore, loves us
unconditionally.
There is a beautiful lesson found in
Chassidic wisdom which asks how it’s
possible for a Jew on Rosh Hashanah,
the Yom Hadin, judgment day to engage
in joy and gladness. How is it that we sit
down for festive meals and sing uplifting
tunes and celebrate a day which is fraught
with the dread of din, God’s decrees and
judgement? They answer this query with
a simple analogy to one who is standing
in court before a judge. One is only fearful
of the outcome when one does not know
the judge who is adjudicating the case. But
when the judge is your loving father, then
one feels secure and at ease.
Chassidut insisted on the necessity
to convey to every Jew, both those
committed and those distant, how much
they count in God’s eyes. A contemporary
Chassidic teacher once quipped, “I am
convinced that most Jews believe in God,
but do most Jews realize how much God
believes in them?” This is what Moshe
sought to teach the Jewish people when
he exclaimed ‘You are the children of
God’. We all seek to truly experience an
intimacy with the Holy One in which we
perceive ourselves as beloved children,
held close in Hashem arms, and forever
cuddled in His loving embrace.
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the commentators. For example, the
mountains are described as being “Mul
Gilgal,” literally, ‘opposite Gilgal’; but
what is the exact meaning of “Mul” and
where exactly is Gilgal?

hen our people were to enter
the Holy Land, there were no
maps and no GPS apps to guide
them. In the wilderness, the Cloud of Glory
showed the way, but now, how would Bnei
Yisrael ever know how to reach Har Nevo
and Har Gerizim when the time would
come to receive the blessings and the
curses there?

Notwithstanding geographical conundrums, the verse itself appears to be pregnant with a very pertinent message to the
people, then, if not for us today: The way
to reach one’s spiritual goals is filled with
hurdles. Let us then examine the text as
metaphor.

The significance of that upcoming event
was that the people would now become
empowered to exercise what the Rambam
expressed as one of the defining aspects
of the Jewish way of life, the exercise of
Free Will. Now, the people would have
to choose between blessings and curses,
following in Hashem’s footsteps or, G-d
forbid, going after their whims and
egocentric urges.

and corruption, the word of

The people were to become empowered
by declaring publicly where their
sentiments and loyalties lay. But with
no map to guide them, how would
they find their way? So the Torah
narrative spells out the route in what
seems convoluted detail (Devarim
11:30), which, incidentally, confused
46
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Even at this place of evil
Hashem is imminent
HALO HEYMAH BE’EVER HAYARDEN –
‘Behold they [the mountains] are on the
other side of the Yarden.’ Like Avraham
Ha’Ivri, you are now “on the other side”
about to make a life transformation: You
are about to give up your old way of life;
you are about to cross that line (BE’EVER),
but instead of rising up, you could descend
(HAYARDEN)…
ACHAREI DERECH MEVO HASHEMESH
– ‘Behind the way of the setting of the sun
to the west.’ There is yet danger lurking:
The sun sets and darkness overcomes the
impending light...

BE’ERETZ
HAKENA’ANI
HAYOSHEV
BE’ARAVA – ‘In the land of the Canaanites
that dwell in the plain.’ The danger lurks
especially if you traverse the Land of
the Canaanites (and follow their ways)
BE’ARAVA, literally, in that area between
town and countryside, but better in the
“twilight zone,” that admix of light and
dark (as in BEIN HA’ARBAYIM), where you
are pulled in opposite directions.
MUL HAGIGAL –‘Against, opposite, or in
the direction of GILGAL,’ a place of circular
design, like a wheel (GALGAL) that turns.
You will sway. Sometimes, you will be on
top, sometimes on the bottom. However…
ETZEL ALON MOREH – Finally, you will
arrive ‘close to the Terebinths of MOREH’
(Shechem), but literally, at the ‘Terebinths
of that which Teaches (TORAH).’ Yes, even
at this place of evil and corruption, the
word of Hashem is imminent. For here is
where Avraham first encountered Hashem
in Eretz Yisrael (Bereishit 12:6-8), where
G-d promised Avraham “To your seed, I
will give this land,” and where Avraham
offered up his first offering to Hashem in
Eretz Yisrael.
Yes, taking that step to Har Eval and Har
Gerizim to fulfill one’s destiny was (and
still is) a journey fraught with difficulty
and vicissitudes. But with the faith and
perseverance of Avraham Avinu and
the exercise of our free will, we can yet
turn darkness to light to find Torah and
fulfillment, hope, and salvation.
Shabbat Shalom!

There's an olympic
swimmer in Switzerland
who wants to dive in.
(submitted by anonymous, Efrat)

There's a pilot in
Petach Tikva who
can use a lift.
(submitted by Mordechai Weiss, Mitzpeh Yericho)

There’s a playwright in
Pittsburgh who wants to
clean up his act.
(submitted by anonymous, Efrat)

Send wording for next ad to hello@partnersintorah.org
& be entered into a raffle for 180 NIS worth of Jewish books!

Learn (and shmooze!)
with a fellow Jew for
just 30 minutes a week.

Help shape the
Jewish future.
Sign up to be a mentor:
partnersintorah.org/tt

OU ISRAEL CENTER

47

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

How Does
the Chazan
Act During
Modim
D’Rabbanan?
Question: I have seen some chazanim
wait, during their Modim, at “l’olam va’ed”
for the tzibbur to finish Modim D’Rabanan.
That seems to make the most sense, so
everyone can hear all of Modim. Should
everyone be doing that?
Answer: The gemara (Sota 40a) lists
various recitations of praise to Hashem,
proposed by different Amoraim, for the
tzibbur to say as the chazan recites Modim
(the Yerushalmi Berachot 1:5 has different
proposals). The gemara concludes with the
idea that we therefore say all of them. The
Beit Yosef (Orach Chayim 127) posits that
it is called Modim D’Rabbanan because it
combines sayings of several rabbis. The
idea of the recitation, along with the unique
practice of bowing along with the chazan
(see how the Yerushalmi ibid. connects it
to the recitation) is that at the moment of
the main praise of Hashem, the tzibbur
48

TORAH TIDBITS / RE'EH 5780

must be actively involved to show their
agreement and not imply disagreement
(see Aruch Hashulchan,OC 127:1; Teshuvot
V’hanhagot II:60).

Chazarat hashatz was
instituted for those who do
not know how to daven on
their own
The first nine words of the regular Modim
and Modim D’Rabannan are identical.
According to the original, short versions,
the tzibbur would miss no more than a
very little of Modim by reciting it, and
it would serve like a long amen. In fact,
several Acharonim assume that if the
chazan or even one saying the silent amida
recited Modim D’Rabbanan, he would not
have to go back because they did the right
beginning and end of the beracha and
the middle is similar enough (see Eliya
Rabba, OC 127:1; Halichot Shlomo 8:28;
Yechaveh Da’at (Chazan) III:17). You (and
others) are bothered with missing part of
Modim, which deserves a minyan. Indeed,
some Acharonim, starting with the Eliya
Rabba (ibid.) and including more recent
authorities (some are cited in Ishei Yisrael
24:(124)), instruct the chazan to say the
first (joint) words slowly or wait for the
tzibbur to finish. There is another minhag

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

(cited ibid. 125) that the chazan says the
beginning of Modim quietly, as there is
no point in saying it out loud if no one
will be listening.
However, these are not the more
accepted opinions. The Mishna Berura
(127:3) rules like earlier Acharonim and
the simple reading of the gemara that
the chazan continues Modim despite the
tzibbur’s recital of Modim D’Rabbanan
and that he should do so out loud (ibid.
124:41). The Mishna Berura provides
two reasons for the latter: 1) Chazarat
hashatz was instituted for those who do
not know how to daven on their own, and
they would be listening to the chazan
rather than saying Modim D’Rabbanan;
2) Ten people need to hear the chazan.
The Mishna Berura does not explain
how #2 can be accomplished if people
are reciting something else. Halichot
Shlomo (8:(40)) suggests that one can
speak and listen at the same time to two
similar things. This seem to work better
on a halachic rather than a practical
level. If one is saying the same basic
thing as the chazan, he is considered
part of the minyan. (We substantiated
this elsewhere – soon to appear as Living
the Halachic Process VI, A-6, regarding
one who starts Shemoneh Esrei with the
tzibbbur’s chazarat hashatz. Admittedly,
it is easier to make this claim when they

are saying the same words.)
According to what we laid out above, this
approach sits well with the historical
and logical development of the practice
of Modim D’Rabbanan. Chazal saw it
not as an independent recitation (see
Teshuvot V’hanhagot ibid.) that ends up
competing with chazarat hashatz but as
a natural accompaniment of this crucial
part of chazarat hashatz. Due to this
understanding, the Rabbanan did not
have a problem extending a few-word
response into a longer piece and did not
see it as stopping the flow of chazarat
hashatz. Because this caused a perception
that the tzibbur is not involved in all
of chazarat hashatz, practices arose to
either give up on the middle of Modim as
a joint matter and have the chazan recite
it silently or, in the other direction, wait
to have everyone listen. But the main
minhag accepted by most poskim is that
the chazan and tzibbur say different
words and still form one unit.
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The Doctor’s
Prayer

W

e recently saw that the doctor is
permitted to endanger himself
since he is involved in the allimportant mitzvah of saving lives. This
commandment is intrinsic to the medical
profession and supersedes the obligation
to distance oneself from danger.
What about other mitzvot? Is the doctor
obligated to pray with a minyan, or pray
at all? The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim
90:9) writes that “a person should make
an effort to pray in the synagogue with the
community.” Praying with the community
enables us to pray, since certain prayers
can only be said with a minyan, such as
Kedusha and Kaddish. Praying with the
community also enhances prayer and
presents a communal setting for us to pray
together. During the Covid 19 pandemic,
many people felt, and many still feel,
a deep longing to return to pray in the
synagogue.
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The essence of the communal prayer is to
pray the Amidah, the central component
of the prayers, with the minyan. The ten
men have to pray the Amidah together
and not just listen together to Kedusha
or Kaddish. Therefore, one must make
an effort to come to the synagogue to
pray the Amidah together with a minyan.
(See Mishnah Berurah ad loc. in the
name of the Chayei Adam). For example,
someone who is ill, and can only come
to the communal prayers for a limited
amount of time, should try to be in the
synagogue to pray with nine other people
the Amidah. This is more important than
hearing the Torah read, which can also
only be read in the presence of a minyan.
Rabbi Yitzchak Yaakov Weiss writes
(Minchat Yitzchak Vol. VII:6) that if the
sick person is incapable of praying with
the minyan he is permitted to pray alone,
and can later go to the synagogue to hear
the Torah reading.
Rabbi Chayim Falachi (Lev Chayim Vol.
II, 148) writes that if the doctor was in
the middle of the Amidah with a minyan,
and was called to deal with a critically
sick patient, he can leave to treat the sick

person even if he is in the middle of the
Amidah or the Torah reading. He does
not have to conclude his prayers and
must treat the patient. Even if the time for
prayers will pass, and he will not be able to
pray at a later time, he must still treat the
sick person.
From here we see the importance of the
mitzvah of saving a life which supersedes
prayer and other mitzvot.
More on this next week.
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48 Ways
48 ways are a lot of ways…
The sixth chapter of Avos
extols many of the virtues in Torah. At
the center of the discussion we find the
statement that royalty is established
through 24 attributes, Jewish priesthood
is achieved through 30, but our Torah is
acquired through 48 methods!
The number can be a bit overwhelming.
While it speaks to the grandeur of Torah,
it also relegates it to elite realms and
seemingly renders it unattainable.
In fact, the opposite can be true.
One perspective on the Mishna reveals
that we are being handed a very specific
instruction manual for a task that is as
arduous as it is rewarding.
Magazines and websites are replete with
a variety of tests and evaluations that are
used as clickbait. There are quizzes that
determine personality types, intelligence,
strength of marriage, and most anything
else curious people might want to measure
about themselves.
It may well be helpful to view the Mishna
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as a companion to the Talmudic dictum
(Megila 6b)Rabbi Yitzḥak said: If a person says to you: I
have labored and not found success, do not
believe him. Similarly, if he says to you:
I have not labored but nevertheless I
have found success, do not believe him.
If, however, he says to you: I have labored
and I have found success, believe him.
In this sense, Torah is the ultimate
meritocracy. In such a system there are
two potentially fatal flaws. If labor and
effort are unrewarded OR if outstanding
results emerge by chance without
sacrifice, intentionality, and perspiration
then the process is compromised and we
would indeed surrender to our inclination
to give up. There can be no cheat codes or
lifehacks here. But the lack of shortcuts
is not a burden. It is empowering and
liberating to know that the roadmap exists.
We are not wandering aimlessly.
We can view the 48 steps as this kind of
self-test. How well do we grade on each
of the 48? How many of the 48 can we
claim to have mastered? This score can
then be correlated to our overall sense of
connection and ownership with Torah.
In this sense, a poor score can be a
remarkable source of encouragement
and motivation! Not because failure is
ok or because we believe in participation

trophies and consolation prizes. It is simply
because we have been given the rules and
a compass. When our shortcomings are
viewed as confirmations of the integrity of
the system, we can take great solace in that
system and be optimistic of how it bodes
for our future.
In essence, the Mishna is giving reason
and logic for all of our triumphs and
disappointments alike. This makes the
victories and accomplishments sweeter
and more meaningful.
Imagine the
delight of child winning a game at the
carnival midway. The child will always
be more exultant when attributing his
win to skill and performance, as opposed
to dumb luck. It will also make it more
clear how to cope with the failures. If I
lose a game that I don’t deserve to win, I
can recover with confidence and a plan.
It is when I throw up my hands and ask
“what else can I possibly do??” that I turn
truly despondent.
This can also help explain the somewhat
bizarre transition in summer months
from intense mourning to a degree of
consolation- without much change in the
national reality. As much as we ask and
question our fate in Eicha and Kinnos, we

also read extensively of the accompanying
“tzidduk hadin.” This declaration of
ultimate Divine justice is not just
appropriate and true. It is also the source
of our deepest consolation. Were this all
to make no sense, were we to be victims
of cosmic influences without rhyme or
reason and without our own causative
actions, we would be saddened beyond
hope. But it is the acknowledgement of
the ultimate sensibility of the tragedy and
our level of personal responsibility that
leads to the greatest of Nechama. There
is a system, and there is a plan. There are
rules, and there are no shortcuts. What
brought us to destruction is the same that
will bring us to glorious redemption.
Our society has labeled those with
questions and doubt as being “Off
the Derech.” Without addressing the
appropriateness (or inappropriateness)
of this term, it is fair to speculate that
there may be far more people straying
from the path then commonly reported.
This is not due to closet heretics or
poor polling. Rather, it is a reflection of
inaccurate terminology and word usage.
To be “off the derech” doesn’t (only) mean
to defy Jewish law and rebel against its
authority. It means that we are playing
without rules. It means that we are not
on any real path with real direction or
cause and effect.
The 48 ways are a “derech.” They provide a
road map and a structure of accountability
for our lives. Even If we fall short of our
aspirations, we can take great solace
in knowing exactly what it will take to
rebound and achieve them.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
TEFILLA BY
Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Birchat
HaShachar
Part III
In this column, we will continue our
analysis of Birchot HaShachar.

ברוך אתה ה' אלוקינו מלך
העולם רוקע הארץ על המים
In this bracha, we
thank Hashem for
spreading the earth
out over the water. The fact that water
and land can co-exist without the water
flooding over the land and without
the land sinking under the water is
incredible. Every day, we get up in the
morning and step off our beds onto solid
ground. This is an unbelievable fact that
we take completely for granted (Olan
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HaTefillot). The land is balancing on top of
water, holding up millions of people and
skyscrapers and doesn’t even move an
inch (Olat Tamid). We walk around feeling
completely grounded and secure. Rabbi
Shimon Schwab writes that one can begin
to truly appreciate the solid ground we
live on after experiencing an earthquake
or landing from an airplane or long boat
journey. We need to take a moment each
day to appreciate this in our daily lives.

ברוך אתה ה' אלוקינו מלך
העולם שעשה לי כל צרכי
Chazal
originally
intended for this
Bracha (which thanks
Hashem for giving us all of our needs) to
be recited after one puts on his shoes.
(Brachot 60b). So on a basic level, we thank
Hashem here for giving us shoes. Shoes,
in essence, grant us the ability to take
care of our needs, since if we did not have

shoes, it would be very difficult to go out
and tend to our needs. (Avudraham) On
a deeper level, Rabbi Shlomo Kluger in his
book Chachmat Shlomo, writes that when
we thank Hashem for giving us all of our
needs, we are recognizing that whatever
Hashem does is for the good. Sometimes
we might feel that our needs are not being
met, there are some days that we really
feel that everything is falling apart. Yet we
need to make this bracha every single day.
We have to recognize that Hashem has a
bigger plan. He knows what we need, even
if we might think differently. Perhaps the
suffering we are going through is in order
to atone for something we did wrong, or
maybe it will lead to something positive.
Only Hashem in His infinite wisdom,
knows what our true needs are.
The Olat Tamid quotes a famous Kli Yakar
about the word כל. When Yaakov and Esav
met on Yaakov’s way back to Israel, Esav
told Yaakov יש לי רב, I have a lot. In that same
conversation, Yaakov told Esav יש לי כל, I
have everything. The Kli Yakar explains
that these two statements represent two
completely different outlooks on life. A
Rasha will always feel that no matter how
much they have, it is not enough, he is still

CHESED FUND
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lacking. A Tzaddik no matter how little they
have, will feel that they have everything.
When we make the bracha, שעשה לי כל צרכי
we recognize that no matter how little or
much we have, we have exactly what we
need and we are thankful for that.
The Alei Shur tells the following story.
Rabbi Naftali Amsterdam once said to his
Rebbe, Rabbi Yisrael Salanter – if I had the
brains of the שאגת אריה, the heart of the
author of  יסוד ושורש העבודהand the middot
of my Rebbe, Rav Salanter, then I would
be able to properly serve Hashem. Rav
Salanter answered him and said – your job
is to serve Hashem with your brain and
your heart and your middot – and then
you can truly serve Hashem properly.
Hashem gives us exactly what we need, the
exact strengths, talents, and circumstances
necessary for each of us to achieve our
specific mission in this world. In this
bracha, we thank Hashem for giving us all

of the specific custommade things that we
need.

ברוך אתה ה' אלוקינו מלך
העולם המכין מצעדי גבר
On a basic level, this
bracha is thanking
Hashem for creating our מצעדים, our
feet, in such a remarkable way. Our feet
contain 52 bones, 66 joints, 62 tendons, 38
muscles, and 214 ligaments, and nearly
8000 nerves!!! This enables us to move our
feet in all directions and to be active all day
long. The skin on the soles of our feet is
thicker than the rest of the body, in order
to protect our feet from anything sharp we
might step on. On a deeper level, we also
thank Hashem for the specific Hashgacha
He assigns to each and every one of us,
counting every step that we take, and
leading us to where we need to go in life.

Cut and paste into your siddur
Some points to focus on as we make the Brachot:
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•

 – רוקע הארץ על המיםfocus on the blessing of feeling grounded and
secure on the solid ground beneath us.

•

 – שעשה לי כל צרכיfocus on the fact that Hashem gives us all of the exact
strengths, talents, physical needs and circumstances necessary for
each of us to achieve our specific mission in this world

•

 – המכין מצעדי גברfocus on the specific Hashgacha that Hashem assigns
to each and every one of us, counting every step that we take, and
leading us to where we need to go in life.

•

 – זוקף כפופיםfocus on the ability to stand up straight without physical
ailments, without stress, and without guilt
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RABBI REUVEN
SPOLTER Founder, Mishnah Project

Learning Taharot,
Preparing for the Redemption
Thoughts gleaned from the Mishnah,
studied as part of the global Mishnah Yomit
program. This week’s Mishnayot: Kinnim
3:4 – Keilim 2:2

A

bout fifteen years ago while on
a tour of an area surrounding
Jerusalem (before I made Aliyah),
the tour guide stopped on the side of the
road
and
led us into
a cave. In
that
cave,
he showed
us a pile of
small, round cylinders of stone, which
were clearly hewn out of the rock. What,
he asked us, do you think these are? (Take
a look at the attached picture and guess for
yourself).
After we offered several incorrect guesses,
our guide explained that these stones were
in fact garbage, the remnant insides of
ancient cups hewn out of stone. We were
in a quarry close to the Temple Mount
where they prepared utensils for use in
Jerusalem. Halachically, most utensils
are mekabel tum’ah – susceptible to ritual

impurity. Once Tamei, if used accidentally
they would disqualify any food, including
sacrifices, from being eaten. For this
reason, many Kohanim would only use
utensils that could not become Tamei
at all. Unfortunately, the list of usable
materials is quite short. The Gemara
(see Shabbat 58a) tells us that, “Vessels of
stone, of dung and of earth cannot receive
Tum’ah – both according to Torah as well
as rabbinic law.” Dung plates were out, as
well as mud plates which probably didn’t
hold up all that well. That left actual
stoneware as the only realistic option left
to the Kohanim.
Holding this artifact in my hand, I both
marveled at the ability to literally hold a
piece of history from the Second Temple,
while shuddering at the thought of the
challenge this piece of stone presented –
and will one day (soon) present us as well.
In the Temple era, one not only had to
worry about kashrut and Shabbat and all
the myriad laws that guide and govern
our daily lives. Our ancestors had an
entire additional category of halachot that
governed everything from the food they
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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ate to the houses in which they lived to the
company they kept. Moreover, the forces
governing this behavior were entirely
invisible – attributes of ritual purity that
cannot be measured, seen or perceived
in any way (reminds us of how we think
about COVID). When the Beit Hamikdash
is rebuilt (speedily in our days), all of
us – even the most religious among us –
will need to learn and assimilate these
complicated, intricate halachot into our
daily lives.

When Mashiach comes the
roads, trains and tunnels will
already have been prepared
to accommodate the masses
of people who will flock to the
Temple
These laws are indeed intricate and subtle,
very much like the myriad laws of kashrut
that most religious people have simply
assimilated into their daily routine; what
we can and cannot eat and when; where
we purchase our food and with whom we
break bread. All of us will become a kind
of ba’alei Teshuvah, as we learn to navigate
not only the offering of korbanot, but the
requisite ritual purity required to offer
those korbanot or visit the Beit Hamikdash.
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In most areas of halachah, centuries
of study, application and debate have
addressed, refined and clarified religious
law. For example, the laws of Shabbat have
been studied, applied, refined, defined and
clarified for generations. When you study
Shabbat in the Mishnah, you’re getting
the basic building blocks of the laws of
Shabbat as well as a broad understanding
of halachic categories, but the halachah
has been advancing for centuries.
Not so the laws of Taharot! The Tanaim
living in the Beit Hamikdash era represent
the last generation to debate and clarify
the laws of ritual purity in a practical
manner. With the destruction of the Beit
Hamikdash, most of these laws (except
as applied to Kohanim in some areas)
became irrelevant to daily life. Aside from
Masechet Niddah, we have no Talmud
– neither Bavli nor Yerushalmi – on the
entire order of Taharot! The study of
Mishnah represents the most up-to-date
study of many of these crucial concepts in
Jewish law.
For reasons that are obvious, as Sedarim
in Shas go, Taharot doesn’t get much
love. As you walk by a set of Mishnah in
shul or in your home, the volumes of

Taharot are always new and shiny from
lack of use. Whenever there’s a request
for the learning of Mishnayot for a loved
one, Taharot are the last mishnayot to get
taken. I get it. But…Taharot is a major part
of Shas! (an entire Seder!) The Tanaim
considered these laws fundamental in
order to function as a practicing Jew. Even
those unique people who have completed
Daf Yomi cannot really say that they’ve
completed Shas until they’ve studied Seder
Taharot.
The other day, I was driving with my wife
into Jerusalem from Yad Binyamin, and
I pointed out the new tunnel entrance to
Jerusalem currently under construction.
My wife commented that she can literally
see the preparations for the Redemption!
When Mashiach comes the roads, trains

and tunnels will already have been
prepared to accommodate the masses of
people who will flock to the Temple.
But will we be ready? Will we know how to
act and what the halachah demands of us?
We can only truly be ready if we take the
time to study Seder Taharot.
This week, the Mishnah Yomit cycle began
Seder Taharot. Studying two mishnayot
each day will familiarize each student with
core concepts crucial to this important
area of ritual law.
And, it will bring each of us one step closer
in our preparation for the Redemption.
Rabbi Reuven Spolter is the Founder of the
Mishnah Project which spreads the study of
Mishnah around the world.
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THE NEW OLD PATH
BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

Telescopic
Tzedaka

T

he creation of the Internet
has changed the notion of
interconnectedness for eternity.
Today, every global issue has the potential
to be transformed into a local one. There
are, of course, many positive offshoots of
these developments. Examples include
networking prospects, crowdfunding
sources and crowdsourcing avenues for
an unparalleled flow of ideas and these
extraordinary opportunities should be
celebrated.
But the inherent dangers are easily
overlooked. In large western cities we are
seeing that small stores are rapidly being
forced to fold and close down. They are
neither able to compete with the digital
retail market nor with the megastore
chains.
While usually overlooked, this trend
actually extends beyond the marketplace
and into the world of charity.
Instagram and Facebook feeds are flooded
with competing needs that require
‘heroic’ attention. Who doesn’t want to
end widespread hunger, disease and war
– these are all noble causes that deserve
60
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urgent help. But often our priorities are
confused such that the global replaces
the local; the more public, exciting and
popular replaces the more anonymous,
smaller-scale issues, which is where we
are actually more likely to be able to make
a real and lasting difference.
Take a typical example of a teenager who
reads of a disease affecting an African tribe
in a post on social media. The boy follows
link after link to understand the problem
and feels terrible about those lives being
severely affected. He shares a photo and
caption on his Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram accounts. His charitable feelings
have been successfully broadcasted to his
sphere of influence, and he has therefore
shown that he cares. And, as a result of his
altruism, he can now enjoy the satisfaction
of having done something to help save the
world.
What has been achieved is indeed
positive and must not be belittled. But
unfortunately, his thirst to do good
has, at this point, been somewhat and
sometimes entirely quenched. And when
his mother now asks him to do any act
of kindness – visit his grandmother, help
with household chores, take a sick friend
out for a fun activity, volunteer at a local
aid organisation – he might not feel as
compelled. He may feel he has already
done his bit for society, so to speak.

This phenomenon may be compounded
by the fact that often those suffering in
our closest circles do not appear to be as
desperate for help as the sensationalised
tragedies on the other side of the planet.
The fact that time is spent on the latter is
not negative; however, the fact that this
supersedes taking responsibility for the
former is indeed negative.
The Torah states, ‘if there shall be a
destitute person with you, from your
brethren, in one of your cities, in the land
that the Lord your God has given you, do
not harden your heart and do not close
your hand from your destitute brother.
For you shall surely open your hand to
him’ (Deut. 15:7-8). The Midrash deduces
from this that one should prioritise one’s
charity, beginning with the destitute
among you – your family, your own city,
Israel and then the rest of the world (Rashi
ad loc., based on Sifrei 116). Indeed, this
prioritisation of charitable endeavours
has been codified in Jewish law; one begins
with one’s immediate sphere and moves
outward (Rema, Yoreh De’ah 251:3; Kitzur
Shulchan Aruch 34:6).
That is not to say that one should not worry
about what happens on the other side of
the world – we should. However, if one
has limited resources, one’s duty is first
to those who are within one’s immediate
sphere and only subsequently to those in
the other wider spheres. To respond to
any cause, near or far, is indeed a noble
endeavour. Yet, we must ensure that this
telescopic charity does not come at the
expense of the tangible difference we can
make to those who are nearby.

Rabbi Yisrael Salanter, ethicist and
founder of the Musar movement, is often
attributed with the following declaration:
When I was a young man, I wanted to
change the world. I found it was difficult
to change the world, so I tried to change
my nation. When I found I couldn’t
change the nation, I began to focus on
my town. I couldn’t change the town
and as an older man, I tried to change
my family. Now, as an old man, I realise
the only thing I can change is myself,
and suddenly I realise that if long ago I
had changed myself, I could have made
an impact on my family. My family and I
could have made an impact on our town.
Their impact could have changed the
nation and I could indeed have changed
the world.
We have a biblical command to give
charity (See Lev. 25:35-38; Deut. 15:711). Jewish law requires between ten
and twenty percent of one’s income to
be distributed, such that the more we
have, the more we give (Shulchan Aruch,
Yoreh De’ah 249:1). This idea can be
extended beyond the financial, to time
and talents as well. For the average
person, the opportunity cost of pursuing
the exciting global ‘mega causes’
involves compromising the simple for
the sassy. Rather than looking through
the telescope of the digitally charitable,
we should take out a microscope to focus
on the needs of those nearest to us, at
home.
Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and learn
more at www.RabbiBenji.com
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
Aliza Rayman
Beit Shemesh
Chapter Director
Be The Change
There is a well-known quote most people
are familiar with, whether they attribute
it to Rav Yisrael Salanter, Gandhi, or Rumi;
“If you want to change the world, start
with yourself!”
What does this have to do with Parshat
Re’eh? The parsha begins with:

ֵיכ֖ם ַה ּי֑וֹם ְּב ָר ָכ֖ה ו ְּק ָל ָֽלה
ֶ ְר ֵא֗ה ָֽאנ ִֹכ֛י נ ֵֹת֥ן ִל ְפנ
Behold, I set before you today a blessing
and a curse.
Why is the word ’ ’ראהin the singular, while
’ ’לפניכםis in plural? Why does the Torah
make this switch?
The Kli Yakar suggests that that the fate
of the many, the brachot or klalot the
parsha mentions, which may befall us,
is dependent on the behavior of the
individual as well as the nation. We all
must be aware that our personal actions
can affect the wider nation.  
While this is definitely an empowering
message, fueled with responsibility, we can
ask how this is possible or even applicable
to our daily lives? How do our independent
actions affect the whole world?
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Perhaps the Torah is saying that if one
wants to perfect the world, and bring
bracha, the route of taking on and
impacting all 7 billion people at once
isn’t the way. As human beings, we only
have complete control of ourselves, but
we do have the possibility of impacting
and influencing others. By building
oneself, growing in Torah study and
mitzvah observance, we can inspire
and encourage others to do the same.
Personal growth we want to see in
ourselves has a ripple effect on the rest
of the world - this is a most powerful
way to bring bracha and wholeness to
all humanity!

Tani Rosenstein
Beit Shemesh,12th
Grade
Our Actions Matter
Parshat Re’eh starts off by telling us
about the “blessing” and the “curse” that
Am Yisrael will get depending on how
we act.

…קיכ֔ם
ֶ ֹל־מ ְצוֹת֙ ה' ֱא ֽל
ִ ׁש֣ר ִּתְׁש ְמע֗ ּו ֶא
ֶ ת־ה ְּב ָר ָכ֑ה ֲא
ַ "א
ֶ
ְס ְר ֶּת֣ם
ַ קיכ֔ם ו
ֶ ֹל־מ ְצוֹת ה' ֱא ֽל
ִ ְה ְּק ָל ָל֗ה ִאם־לֹ֤א ִתְׁש ְמע ּ ֙ו ֶא
ַו
)כ"ח- פסוקים כ"ז, (י"א.."ן־ה ֶּד ֶ֔ר ְך
ַ ִמ
“You will be blessed if you keep Hashem’s
Mitzvot and you will be punished (given
a curse) if you don’t keep His Mitzvot
and turn away from His ways”

These pesukim are teaching us about
שכר ועונש, which is the 11th Principle of
Jewish Faith (according to the Rambam).
שכר ועונש, Reward and Punishment are very
logical. If you act appropriately you will be
rewarded, but if you act inappropriately,
you will be punished.

in Eretz Yisrael. But if we do not behave
appropriately and do not keep mitzvot,
then Hashem will be disappointed . We
will be punished with no rain, which will
lead to no crops, which will lead to no food,
which will lead to us to exile from Eretz
Yisrael.

Earlier in the perek (11), more specifically
in the “ ”והיה אם שמועparsha (2nd paragraph
of Shema) we talk about reward and
punishment. Hashem expresses the
reward of keeping mitzvot through rain

I think that we can learn a lesson from this
regarding how much our actions can make
a difference. In Tanach, we learn that
when Am Yisrael would sin, they would
get punished. And only once they respond
with complete teshuva (repentance) would
their punishment cease.  

SHIUR SPONSORS
Monday, August 10 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s
shiur was sponsored by Martha Moradi in honor
of the birth of her new granddaughter Mazel Tov!
Tuesday, August 11 - Rabbi Bienenfeld’s shiur
was sponsored by David and Esther Lerner
to mark the shloshim of their beloved grandson,
Daniel Natan Lerner z”l
ben Yocheved Shira and Binyamin Aharon Halevi
Wednesday, August 12 - Rabbi Manning’s shiur
is sponsored today - ‘’To commemorate the
birthday of Lewis Mack with thanks to Hakodesh Baruch Hu’’
Wednesday, August 12 - Rabbi Manning’s shiur
is sponsored by Phlip Sevrinsky
in loving memory of his mother
Bluma Rachel bat Chaim Chuna Hakohan a”h

Our actions count! However, reward and
punishment are not the reason why we
do mitzvot, rather they serve to guide
us and as a reminder as to how precious
our deeds and actions are in the eyes of
Hashem.
Shabbat Shalom!
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire,
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"
to the Land of Israel by encouraging
passionate Judaism through Torah and
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

Thursday, August 13 - Rabbi Taub’s Shiur
is sponsored by Simone Pierce
in loving memory of her father
Aaron Henri (Zeitoun) ben Avraham z”l may his neshama have an Aliyah
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