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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

A “New” 
Theory of 
Disease

Last time we examined the argument 
between Rabbi David ben Shlomo 
Ibn Avi Zimra, the Radbaz, who 

lived in Tzfat in the 16th century, and his 
contemporary Rabbi Moshe Isserlis, the 
Rema, who lived in Krakow. The Radbaz 
was of the opinion that a person cannot 
endanger themselves to save another 
person. The Rema disagreed and wrote 
that a landlord cannot block a tenant who 
has a disease from living in his quarters.

A reader, Rabbi Meir Salasnik, my Rabbi 
and boss when I worked in the Bushey 
United Synagogue, in London, wrote to me 
and presented a fascinating explanation. 
He noted that the Radbaz died in a plague 
that killed many in the Tzfat community, 
including the famous Rabbi Yitzchak 
Luria, the Ari. However, the Ari was only 
39 years old when he died, while the 

Radbaz lived a long life.  Some say he was 
94 years old, while others claim that he 
was 110.

Fracastoro took issue with 
this and claimed that there 
was no bad air but spores that 
spread disease

At the same time as the Rema and the 
Radbaz, an Italian scientist presented a 
new theory of how disease was spread. 
Girolamo Fracastoro became a professor 
in Padua University at the incredibly 
young age of 19. In 1546 he proposed 
that epidemic diseases are caused by 
transferable tiny particles or ‘spores’ 
that could transmit infection by direct or 
indirect contact, or even without contact 
over long distances.

This novel approach to epidemiology, 
or the spread of disease in populations, 
stood in direct opposition to the accepted 
opinion of Galen. The famous Roman 
physician and philosopher, Aelius 
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Galenus, or Galen, proposed the miasma 
theory, or the miasmatic theory. This 
suggested that diseases, such as cholera, 
chlamydia, or the Black Death, were 
caused by a miasma, Greek for pollution, 
a noxious form of “bad air”, also known as 
night air. The theory held that epidemics 
were caused by miasma, emanating from 
rotting organic matter.

Fracastoro took issue with this and 
claimed that there was no bad air but 
spores that spread disease. While this was 
suggested during the lifetime of the Rema 
and the Radbaz, it is possible that they 
did not know of this new theory and still 
held by the previous miasmatic theory. As 
such it makes sense that the Rema did not 
allow a landlord to eject a sick tenant. He 
did not recognize the danger of contagion 
from the ill occupant. Can we propose 
that if the Rema did know of the ‘spores’ 
theory, he would have agreed with the 
Radbaz? We cannot say with any certainty 
but it is an interesting suggestion.

More on this next week. 
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and helps couples from all over the world 
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GabaiRealEstate

OLD KATAMON, Palmach St.

BEIT HAKEREM, Hechalutz

Boutique 60 sqm apartment, renovated, high quality,  
3 rooms with a succah balcony on the second floor. 
A must see!

Private house!  300 sqm, 750 sqm lot,  
one of a kind, potential for future expansion.

Yaniv: 052.614.1442
Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
EliaGabai@gmail.com

GabaiRealEstate.com

OLD KATAMON, Rachel Imenu

RECHAVIA, Diskin Penthouse

134 Sqm, elevator, private parking, fantastic natural 
light, 3 beds (2 are en-suites), 3 baths,  
plus a sukah porch! 

Magnificent penthouse. 410 meters. Two full floors. 
300+ meter mirpeset with 360 degree view of 
Jerusalem. Renovated. Shabbat elevator. Parking.

Jerusalem 

Efrat
ZAYIT B’nei Beitcha

This semi-attached house has it all.  A generous 386 
sqm spread over 4 floors.  Each sizeable level is airy 
and well kept. 7 rooms, 4 baths, well kept, rental unit 
& large outdoor space.

RIMON M. Hacarmim st.
Private free-standing house, 360 sqm on 500 sqm lot, 
huge outdoor space, bright and spacious.

DEKEL Halamed Hey

Private freestanding house 350 sqm, gorgeous views, 
6 beds, 4 baths.

ZAYIT Zeit Shemen
Located right above the most popular park in the 
neighborhood. Over 112sqm, 3 bdrms, 2 full baths, 
laundry room, sukah balcony, parking and storage. 
Fantastic location. ONLY NIS 1,490,000 

For Rent in Shaarei Chesed
3 room unfurnished apt.
Available immediately.

No agent fee.
053-311-6404/ 052-720-3025

All details at:
https://www.yad2.co.il/item/gr8jrs


