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Add a Little Salt

We all know that Torah and mitzvot 
can be the sweeting things in the world. 
We ask Hashem everyday to sweeten the 
Torah in our mouths. Curiously we have a 
halacha in this week's parsha that seems 
to counter this fact. The Torah tells us 
that a karbon is not allowed to have any 
honey added to it, and instead one must 
add salt.! 

י כָל־ ה חָמֵץ כִּ קְרִיבוּ לַה׳ לֹא תֵעָשֶׂ ר תַּ נְחָה אֲשֶׁ ל־הַמִּ כָּ

ה לַה׳׃…  נּוּ אִשֶּׁ בַשׁ לֹא־תַקְטִירוּ מִמֶּ אֹר וְכָל־דְּ שְׂ

מֶלַח  ית  בִּ תַשְׁ וְלֹא  מְלָח  תִּ לַח  מֶּ בַּ מִנְחָתְךָ  ן  וְכָל־קָרְבַּ

קְרִיב מֶלַח׃  נְךָ תַּ ל־קָרְבָּ רִית אֱלֹהֶיךָ מֵעַל מִנְחָתֶךָ עַל כָּ בְּ

Why no honey and only salt? Shouldn’t 
we try and make our mitzvot sweet? 

What is unique about salt? We must 
look at why salt is added to food. While 
honey might add an external sweetness 
to food, salt brings out the flavor already 
found in food! So too mitzvot aren’t just 
some sweet things we do, but they are 
meant to draw from within us our own 
flavor and sweetness! 

Furthermore, salt is used as a 
preservative, added to food to have it stay 
fresh! For salt never goes bad and lasts 

forever. In addition to the obvious lesson 
that the mitzvot are timeless and always 
relevant, perhaps this counter-intuitive 
halcha is coming to teach us a lesson that 
mitzvot are supposed to “preserve” us. 
Like salt they cause us to stay fresh and 
connected! The mitzvot stay with us even 
and especially after the initial excitement 
is over. 

With Nissan and Pesach coming up, 
we have lots of mitzvot approaching. 
Cleaning for pesach, eating matzah, 
telling the story of the Exodus and more. 
And while we for sure should focus on 
the sweet experience of all these mitzvot, 
let us also try to think of the long lasting 
effect these mitzvot can have on us, 
bringing out the best version of ourselves 
and preserving our connection with 
Hashem! Shabbat Shalom! 
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The Relevant Korban

Even though Korbanot seem very 
foreign to us, and are  something we 
can’t do right now, back in the day it 
was actually pretty easy and convenient. 
This week’s Parsha starts off with all the 
different options for what type of korban 
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can be brought. One can bring a cow, a 
sheep or a bird. But if one can’t afford 
an animal, one is able to bring a Mincha, 
a flour offering. Surprisingly, there is a 
significant change in the pesukim between 
the animal korban and the flour one. By 
the animal Korban the one bringing it is 
called an “adam” a man, but by the flour 
offering, he is called a “Nefesh” a soul. 
Why is this?

 Rashi answers, that while the animal 
korban might seem greater, the Korban 
of a poor man who can only offer flour 
is considered even greater in the eyes of 
God. For it is not the price of the korban 
that matters, but rather the intent and the 
soul of the one giving it. 

But we don’t bring Korbanot anymore, 
so how is this relevant to us?

One of the zemirot from Shabbat day 
compares keeping Shabbat to bringing a 
Mincha

עַל  מִנְחָה  כְּ יֵרָצוּ  לָאֵל  ת  הַבַּ עִם  ן  הַבֵּ ת  בָּ שַׁ ומֵר  'הַשּׁ

מַחֲבַת'

Why is Shabbat compared to a Mincha 
and not the other bigger korbanot? 
Perhaps it is talking about one who is 
having a small Shabbat meal at home with 
his family, not in yeshiva and without any 
big guests. And while it might seem that 
this Shabbat meal is worth less, the zemer 

is teaching us that just like a Mincha it is 
actually more beloved in Hashem’s eyes.

This week we may not be able to have 
any guests or go to shul due to Covid-19 
(as of writing this), and it may seem that 
this Shabbat is not as nice as the others, 
but as we have seen it is not the spectacle 
of our Shabbat that counts, but how much 
we put into it and make it special. Shabbat 
Shalom! 
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